
Articles, plurals and demonstratives
Articles
Definite

The Si usa sia con sostantivi singolari, sia plurali e con entrambi i generi.
Ex. The girl, the boys.

Indefinite

A Si usa solo con i sostantivi singolari.
Davanti a parole che iniziano con consonante.
Ex. A dog, a clever boy, a year.
Davanti a parole che iniziano con i suoni /ju/ e /ua/.
Ex. A university student, a European country, a one-year-old child.
Davanti a parole che iniziano con h aspirata.
Ex. A high tower, a house on a hill, a home-made cake.

An Davanti a parole che iniziano con vocale.
Ex. An egg, an apple, an intelligent woman.
Davanti a parole che iniziano con h muta.
Ex. An hour, an honest man, an honourable worker, an heir to the throne.

Plural of nouns
Ending Regular Irregular

Most 
endings

+ s
Table - tables; apple - apples; door - doors; 
pen - pens.

Cambiamenti interni
Man - men; woman - women (e tutti i loro composti: 
policeman - policemen); child - children; ox - oxen; tooth - 
teeth; foot - feet; mouse - mice; die - dice.

After 
ch, sh, 
s, ss, 
x, z
(sibilant)

+ es
Church - churches; bench - benches; dish 
- dishes; wish - wishes; bus - buses; kiss - 
kisses; box - boxes, fox - foxes; buzz - buzzes.

After o + es
Tomato - tomatoes; potato - potatoes.

+ s
Con sostantivi abbreviati:
radio - radios; video - videos; photo - photos; kilo - kilos.
Con parole straniere (musica):
libretto - librettos; soprano - sopranos.

After y + s se y è preceduta da vocale
Day - days; holiday - holidays; boy - boys; 
way - ways; joy - joys; abbey - abbeys.

y → i + es se y è preceduta da consonante
Copy - copies; story - stories; study - studies; spy - spies; 
party - parties.

After 
f/fe

+ s
Roof - roofs; proof - proofs; cliff - cliffs; sniff 
- sniffs; dwarf - dwarfs/dwarves; still-life - 
still-lives.

f/fe → v + es
Half - halves; leaf - leaves; wolf - wolves; thief - thieves; 
loaf - loaves; life - lives; wife - wives (e composti: 
housewife - housewives); knife - knives.

Double 
plural

Penny - pennies (coins) - pence (value).

Demonstratives
Near Distant

Singular This
Ex. This book is new.

That
Ex. That mountain is very high.

Plural These
Ex. These books are new.

Those
Ex. Those mountains are very high.

●

editricesan marco C. Aira - I. Pignet
FOR ART’S 

SAKE
Literature and ESP in 

the Art Field




