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Boomtown has donated old set to community projects and is exploring
further renewable energy sources

Boomtown, one of the UK’s largest theatre and music festivals, has shared updates on their
commitment to reducing the environmental impact of the festival, ways that they try to inspire
others and how they partner with experts to work towards their goal of becoming a fully
circular festival.

In 2019, Boomtown signed a pledge to become completely circular by 2025, which means
they’re committed to designing out anything that can’t be reused or repurposed each year, and
are implementing initiatives to completely eliminate waste.

Dan Graham, Creative Design Manager for Boomtown, has said in a video shared by the festival:
“There has always been an environmental impact to putting on a festival. I think the UK festival
culture is magical and beautiful, there's no getting around that. But even with the travel to the
festival alone, there is an impact and there's a price to be paid there. But it doesn't always have to
be like it is now. That's why we're so determined to look towards a new future of festivals and look
at how we can actually create this beautiful, amazing inspiring space without having an impact on
the world.”

Boomtown has three key initiatives that aim to reduce environmental impacts; one is to look at
the food eaten on the festival site, another to assess how everyone travels to the site and the
third, how the festival is powered.

Dan continues: “We've been looking for years on how to reduce the amount of fuel that we're
putting into generators. And a really exciting conversation has just started up this year about how
we can build a solar farm around the outside of the festival. So that's going to be a massive step for
us in moving from diesel energy into solar energy and powering the festival off the sun.”

The design of the stage set also feeds into the Circular Pledge. Boomtown has always tried to
maintain and keep sets for as long as possible. New stages for 2022 were created using pieces of
previous main stages that had been present for ten years. The set of new main stage Origin also
included real plant life that is now being maintained on the festival site year-round. A plant
garden with an irrigation system keeps all the plants alive throughout the year, meaning they
will be brought back bigger and better for years to come.
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While the festival is running, certain areas of South Downs National Park are cordoned off to
protect its Site of Special Scientific Interest, and to allow nature to continue to thrive in and
around the park.

Boomtown is committed to partnering with industry experts to ensure the very best
implementations can take place. They work with people that look at water use, waste use, and
reforestation.

“More recently, we have partnered up with a charity and they are now taking our set away and
they're taking it apart. They're taking the timber to community garden projects and lots of
different charities all over the country for it to be reused and turned into positive things for local
communities. What they don't use, they're selling and that's actually funding a project for climbing
trees and creating gardens in Africa as well. So we partnered up with them for the first time this
year and what we're gonna be doing with them next year is even more exciting.” Dan explains.

“Community can really change the world, festivals can really impact the world. They're great for
our mental health. They are amazing celebrations where we all come together. So they're really,
really important. We don't want to have to get rid of them. But we do have to face the fact that
there is an impact. And that's why it's really important that we address those impacts and that we
try to minimise them as much as physically possible so that we are becoming not only carbon
neutral, but carbon negative, and everything that we do within festival culture is having a positive
influence, not only on us but also on the world and the environment that we live in.”

Boomtown will return to Hampshire for Chapter Two: The Twin Trail on August 9th - 13th 2023.

ENDS.

—-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes to editors:

● Links to videos both subtitled and clean:
○ Boomtown sustainability update (Subtitles)
○ Boomtown sustainability update (Clean)
○ Boomtown sustainability partners and incentives (Subtitles)
○ Boomtown sustainability partners and incentives (Clean)

● Tickets are on sale now, with Phase 3 prices from £270, instalment plans available

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1okz8C-IWh9xBs7NYEpR94gjJ-9X3Xkes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rQR14FiUAzfTK6htJODrCFtvn9p1xn1i/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FcfkU1Sp0GDQIrf5psg3LkwfSJ83ZqB/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m7jssmIiriz5OPvv5ZXhur5EkMXrYaOu/view?usp=sharing
https://go.kaboodle.co.uk/Boomtown-23

