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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Labour and Skills (E) Department
NOTIFICATION
G.O.(P)No. 74/2025/LBR Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 8" August . 2025

23" Karkadakam, 1200.

S.R. O. No. 929/2025

In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) of sub-section (1) of
section 3 of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 (Central Act 11 of 1948) read with sub-section (2) of
section 5 thereof, and in supersession of the notification issued under G. O. (P) No. 24/2021/LBR.
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dated 16™ February, 2021 and published as S.R.O. No.183/2021 in the Kerala Gazette Extraordinary
No.763 dated 16™ February, 2021, the Government of Kerala, after considering the objections and
suggestions received on the draft proposals published as Notification No.LBRD-E1/73/2023-LBRD.
dated 6™ September, 2023 in the Kerala Gazette Extraordinary No. 2914 dated 8" September, 2023, as
required under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 5 of the said Act and after consultation with the
Minimum Wages Advisory Board constituted under section 7 of the said Act, hereby revise the
minimum rates of wages payable to the workers employed in Plantation Sector in the State of Kerala,
as specified in the Schedule annexed hereto and fix the date of publication of this notification in the

Official Gazette as the date on which the revised rates shall come into force.

SCHEDULE - 1
TEA PLANTATIONS
1. Time Rated Work
Minimum Time Rate
(Basic Wages)
4

(a) Field Workers 349.21
(b) Factory Workers 352.46

For this purpose the term “factory” means any place where a manufacturing process is carried out
irrespective of the number of workers employed therein.

2. Piece Rated Work

(A) Hand Plucking
a) Standard Output : (1) In the months of January, February and August - 16 Kgs
of tea leaves harvested per day.
(2) In the remaining months of the year 21 Kgs of tea leaves
harvested per day.
b) Guaranteed Time Rate  : Rs. 209.53 per day.
¢) Minimum Piece Rate : In addition to the guaranteed time rate the workers in Tea

plantations shall be paid piece rate as follows.
(1) Rs. 8.736 per Kg for the first 16 Kgs of harvested tea leaves
in the months of January, February and August.
(2) Rs. 6.656 per Kg for the first 21 Kgs of harvested tea leaves
in the remaining months of the year.
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d) Adjustments of piece
rates

(B) Shear Plucking
a) Standard Output

b) Guaranteed Time Rate

¢) Minimum Piece Rate

d) Adjustments of piece
rates
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(3) 80 paise per Kg shall be paid for the next 14 Kgs above the
standard output and 110 paise per Kg for the next 14 Kgs
and thereafter 150 paise per Kg.

If the plucking average of an estate is less than the standard
output, in a month, then the standard output shall be revised as
follows and wages shall be paid. The plucking average rate of
that month in the said estate after deducting 10% shall be fixed
as standard output and then wages can be calculated. Minimum
price rate shall be calculated on the basis of revised standard
output. A plucker shall be entitled to get this rate for the leaves
harvested on every day of the said month.

(1) In the months of January, February and August - 16 Kgs
of tea leaves harvested per day.

(2) In the remaining months of the year 27 Kgs of tea leaves
harvested per day.

Rs. 209.53 per day.

In addition to the guaranteed time rate, the workers in tea

plantations shall be paid piece rate as follows.

(1) Rs. 8.736 per Kg for the first 16 Kgs of harvested tea leaves
in the month of January, February and August.

(2) Rs. 5.177 per Kg for the first 27 Kgs of harvested tea leaves

in the other months of the year.

(3) 80 paise per Kg shall be paid for the next 14 Kgs above the
standard output and 110 paise per Kg for the next 14 Kgs
and thereafter 150 paise per Kg.

If the plucking average of an estate is less than the standard
output, in a month, then the standard output shall be revised as
follows and wages shall be paid. The plucking average rate of
that month in the said estate after deducting 10% shall be fixed
as the standard output then wages can be calculated. Minimum
price rate shall be calculated on the basis of revised standard
output. A plucker shall be entitled to get this rate for the leaves
harvested on every day of the said month.




3. Supervisors & Selected Special Categories

Category Scale of Pay
() 2)
Supervisors
2. Mechanics
Electricians 10934-49-11228-55-11558-61-11924-68-12332-75-
4. Wireman 12782-83-13280-92-13832-101-14438-111-15104

Laboratory Technician
Fitters

Drivers
(Lorry/Tractor/Ambulance/
Car/Jeep/Engine)

4. Special Categories

10.

Carpenters

Masons
Blacksmiths

Midwives

Teachers in Schools in
Plantations which are not

recognized and do not receive

any grant from the
Department of Education

Balasevikas and those doing
other similar works

Medical Orderly (Servant)
Ward Boy & Ward Girl
Plumbers

Pump Operators (including
workers doing atleast some
maintenance work)
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10708-49-11002-55-11332-61-11698-68-12106-75-
12556-83-13054-92-13606-101-14212-111-14878




11. Tappal man
12. Estate Office Peon 10708-49-11002-55-11332-61-11698-68-12106-75-
12556-83-13054-92-13606-101-14212-111-14878

13. Permanent Cook in Hospitals

5. Creche Attendants : 10578-49-10872-55-11202-61-11568-68-
11976-75-12426-83-12924-92-13476-
101-14082-111-14748

SCHEDULE- 11

RUBBER PLANTATIONS
1. Time Rated Work

Minimum Time Rate

(Basic Wages)
B
(a) Field Workers 429.21%*
(b) Factory Workers 434.08

For this purpose the term “factory” means any place where a manufacturing process is carried out
irrespective of the number of workers employed therein.

Tapping workers shall be given a wage differential of Rs.7/- per day.

*As per the decision of the Plantation Labour Committee dated 15.12.1966, the tapping task of
rubber trees has been fixed as 400 based on the recommendation of the Central Rubber Plantation
Wage Board approved by Government of India vide resolution WB-8(18)/66 dated 29" September,
1966.

Additional Incentive
A Rubber Tapper who taps more than the tapping task fixed, then he will get an Additional
Incentive of 60 paise per tree. All statutory benefits are applicable to the above incentive.

2. (1) The classification of Rubber plantations and standard output for each category is given below:-

Class Standard Output
Class-1 Annual yield below 170 Kgs 2 Kgs per day
Class-2 Annual yield from 171 Kgs to 270 Kgs 4 Kgs per day
Class-3 Annual yield from 271 Kgs to 400 Kgs 6.5 Kgs per day
Class-4 Annual yield above 400 Kgs 8 Kgs per day
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(i1) For the purpose of calculating annual yield, the yield obtained from normal tapping
for 6 days per week will be taken in to account.

(ii1) One hundred trees will be reckoned as one acre for the classification of Rubber Plantations.

3. Plantations belonging to class 1, 2 and 3 shall be paid Rs.5.25 per kg of latex and for plantations
belonging to class 4, Rs.7.25 per kg of latex shall be paid as over kilo rate.

4. The over kilo rate for latex (s3galo@d) will be Rs. 1.60 per kg.

5. The guaranteed time rate shall be Rs. 257.53 per day basic wages.

6. In addition to the guaranteed time rate, the piece rate mentioned below shall be paid to
each class of Plantations.

Class-1 Rs. 85.950 per Kg
Class-2 Rs. 42.975 per Kg
Class-3 Rs. 26.446 per Kg
Class-4 Rs. 21.488 per Kg

7. Supervisors and Selected Special Categories

Category Scale of Pay
) 2)

1. Supervisors A\

2. Mechanics

Electricians

4. Wireman 13409-79-13883-85-14393-91-14939-98-15527-105-
> 16157-113-16835-122-17567-131-18353-141-19199

5. Laboratory Technician

6. Fitters

7. Drivers
(Lorry/Tractor/Ambulance/
Car/Jeep/Engine) J
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8. Special Categories

10.

I1.

12.

13.

Carpenters
Masons
Blacksmiths

Midwives

Teachers in Schools in
Plantations which are not
recognized and do not receive
any grant from the
Department of Education

Balasevikas and those doing
other similar works

Medical Orderly (Servant)
Ward Boy & Ward Girl
Plumbers

Pump Operators (including
workers doing atleast some
maintenance work)

Tappal man
Estate Office Peon

Permanent Cook in Hospitals

9. Creche Attendants :

1. Time Rated Work
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SCHEDULE-III
COFFEE PLANTATIONS

13148-79-13622-85-14132-91-14678-98-15266-105-
15896-113-16574-122-17306-131-18092-141-18938

12978-79-13452-85-13962-91-14508-98-15096-105-
15726-113-16404-122-
17136-131-17922-141-18768

Minimum Time Rate

(Basic Wages)

349.21




In addition to basic wages of Rs. 349.21/-, Rs. 5/- per day will be paid as special allowance in
single crop coffee plantations. Other statutory benefits will not be applicable to this.

2. Piece Rated work

For piece rate work above 60 kilogram, Rs.1.50/- per kg shall be paid as over kilo rate.

3. Supervisors and Selected Special Categories

Class Scale of Pay
(1) )

1. Supervisors \
2.  Mechanics
3. Electricians
4. Wireman 10934-49-11228-55-11558-61-11924-68-12332-75-
5. Laboratory Technician > 12782-83-13280-92-13832-101-14438-111-15104
6. Fitters
7. Drivers

(Lorry/Tractor/Ambulance/

Car/Jeep/Engine) /

4. Special Categories

1. Carpenters \
2. Masons

Blacksmiths
4. Midwives

5. Teachers in Schools in

Plantations which arenot | '10708-49-11002-55-11332-61-11698-68-12106-75-12556-
recognized and do not receive 83-13054-92-13606-101-14212-111-14878

any grant from the
Department of Education

6. Balasevikas and those doing
other similar works

7. Medical Orderly (Servant) /
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8. Ward Boy & Ward Girl 3\

9. Plumbers

10. Pump Operators (including 10708-49-11002-55-11332-61-11698-68-12106-75-12556-
workers doing atleast some 83-13054-92-13606-101-14212-111-14878

maintenance work)

11. Tappal man

12. Estate Office Peon

13. Permanent Cook in Hospitals

5. Creche Attendants : 10578-49-10872-55-11202-61-11568-68-
11976-75-12426-83-12924-92-13476-
101-14082-111-14748

SCHEDULE- IV
CARDAMOM PLANTATIONS
1. Time Rated Work

Minimum Time Rate
(Basic Wages)
X

*378.21 349.21
(*The workers in single crop cardamom plantations will get higher rate of wages.)

2. Supervisors and Selected Special Categories

Class Scale of Pay
(1) (2)
Supervisors \
2.  Mechanics
Electricians
4. Wireman 11834-64-12218-70-12638-76-13094-83-13592-90-14132-
> 98-14720-107-15362-116-16058-126-16814
Laboratory Technician
6. Fitters
7. Drivers
(Lorry/Tractor/Ambulance/
Car/Jeep/Engine)
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3. Special Categories

10.

1.

12.

13.

Carpenters
Masons
Blacksmiths

Midwives

Teachers in Schools in
Plantations which are not
recognized and do not receive
any grant from the
Department of Education

Balasevikas and those doing
other similar works

Medical Orderly (Servant)
Ward Boy & Ward Girl

Plumbers

Pump Operators (including
workers doing atleast some
maintenance work)

Tappal man
Estate Office Peon

Permanent Cook in Hospitals

4. Creche Attendants

10

11588-64-11972-70-12392-76-12848-83-13346-90-13886-
98-14474-107-15116-116-15812-126-16568

11448-64-11832-70-12252-76-12708-83-
13206-90-13746-98-14334-107-14976-
116-15672-126-16428

For monthly rated workers working in mixed crop plantations, the scale of pay mentioned as per
Schedule I and III for Tea and Coffee plantations shall be applicable.
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11

GENERAL CONDITIONS (APPLICABLE TO ALL CROPS)

I. Fitment : (Applicable to monthly waged Supervisors and Selected Special Categories, Other Special
Categories and Creche Attendants in all crops)

When the salary is refixed in Tea, Rubber, Coffee and Cardamom plantations (mixed crop), the
Supervisors, selected categories shall be given Rs.1372/- and special categories and creche attendants
shall be given Rs.1328/- as fitment benefit. When the salary is refixed, the pay shall be fixed nearest
higher stage in the pay scale.

I1. Job Differential

The following categories of workers will be eligible for job differential at the rate of Rs. 3.25 per
day.
. Pruners
. Workers spraying pesticides (including mixing workers).
. Tinkers
. Telephone Operators
. Dressers
. Painters
. Cooks
. Sweepers
. Tappal man
10. Peons
11. Factory/Field/Gate Watchmen
12. Greasors
13. Cleaners
14. Porters
15. Foresters
16. Tea Chest makers
17. Vehicle Attenders
18. (a) Workers employed in Smoke House for drying and processing
cardamom on days on which they are actually employed for such work.
(b) Workers employed in actual regulation of shade in Cardamom
Plantations on days on which they are employed in such work.

O 0 13 N L & W N —

Note :- Pruning workers in Cardamom Plantations will be paid a job differential at the rate of 50 paise
per day on all working days throughout the year.
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III. Service Weightage

1. Daily waged Workers

(1)  upto 5 years Nil

(i)  Above 5 years and upto 10 years 125 paise
(iii)  Above 10 years and upto 15 years 175 paise
(iv) Above 15 years and upto 20 years 230 paise
(v)  Above 20 years 280 paise

2. Monthly waged Workers

(1) upto 5 years Nil

(i) Above 5 years and upto 10 years One Additional Increment
(iii) Above 10 years and upto 15 years Two Additional Increment
(iv) Above 15 years and upto 20 years Three Additional Increment
(v) Above 20 years Four Additional Increment

Note :- An employee will be eligible for service weightage on completion of prescribed years of service
from the date of joining in the said service.

3. The proposed granting of service weightage included in S1.Nos. 1 and 2 shall be subject to
the final judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the Special Leave Petition (C)
No.14133/2020 filed by the State of Kerala against the judgment dated 14.11.2019 of the
Hon’ble High Court in WP (C) No0.26803/17.

IV. Dearness Allowances
The basic wages mentioned above are equated to 2050 points of the Consumer Price Index

Number (Base:1970=100 series) published for Ernakulam Centre. The workers shall be eligible for
Dearness Allowance for the increase in every point above 2050 points in the average Consumer Price
Index Number for Ernakulam Centre for the quarter year immediately preceding the current quarter
year.

The Field workers will be paid seven paise per point per day and the Supervisors and Special
Categories of employees will be paid Dearness Allowance at the rate of Rs. 2.10 for increase over 2050
points in the Consumer Price Index Number published for Ernakulam Centre for the previous 3 months.

The above Dearness Allowance is subject to adjustments on 1% January, 1* April, 1* July and 1%
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October of every year on the basis of the average Consumer Price Index Number published for
Ernakulam Centre for the previous three months beginning 1* July, 1* October, 1* January and 1* April

respectively.

V. Employment Protection

The minimum rates of wages notified above are based on the assurance that employers in Tea and
Rubber Plantations will provide work for their workers throughout the year. If the employers are unable
to provide such employment, the workers are entitled to get above minimum wages on days except
when they are voluntarily absent from work. But the obligation of the employer is only to offer some
kind of work connected with the plantations and workers who refuse to accept that work will naturally

lose their right to get the wages in that particular day.

VI. Protection of Higher Wages
If the employees in any establishment are in receipt of wages higher than the rates fixed in the

schedule, they shall be entitled to get such higher wages.

VII. The wage rates as per this notification shall be effective from 1* January, 2023.

VIII. The arrears to be paid under this notification, if not disbursed till date, shall be paid on or before
30™ September, 2023.

By order of the Governor,

Dr. VAsSukI K.,

Secretary to Government.

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

The Government had revised the minimum rates of wages payable to the employees employed
in the Plantation Sector in the State of Kerala as per Notification issued under G. O. (P) No.
24/2021/LBR. dated 16" February, 2021 and published as S.R.O. No.183/2021 in the Kerala Gazette
Extraordinary No.763 dated 16™ February, 2021. Now, the Government have decided to revise the
existing minimum rates of wages in the said sector after considering objections and suggestions on the

draft proposal issued under Notification No.LBRD-E1/73/2023-LBRD. dated 6" September, 2023 and
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published in the Kerala Gazette Extraordinary No. 2914 dated 8" September, 2023 and also on the
advice of the Minimum Wages Advisory Board constituted for this purpose.

The notification is intended to achieve the above object.
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