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Japanese art: Finding beauty in the everyday

Art and nature in harmony: reviving the regions of Japan

Kathryn Hunyor

Lecture summary

Japan's regions have been cultivating cultures and cuisines for centuries. Local speciality products or
tokusanbutsu play an important role in cultural life, but they're equally vital in securing each region’s
economic and political strength.

In this lecture, Kathryn Hunyor examines how Japan'’s isolation for many centuries, keeping all foreign
influences at bay, allowed the cultivation of a unique culture, producing outstanding works of art; how the
arrival of Americans and Europeans brought Japan and its arts and crafts into the wider world; and how
the collapse of Japan's postwar economic boom impacted on the nation’s cultural activity, forcing
hardship on many rural and regional communities.

Kathryn explores how in the 21st century struggling Japanese communities have fought back, using
culture to revive dying towns and regions blighted by heavy industry, and producing social and economic
turnarounds by combining traditional skills with arts tourism, local festivals and cutting-edge exhibitions.

Slide list

Art and nature in harmony: reviving the regions of Japan

Shinkansen bullet train

Katsushika Hokusai Shichirigahama in Sagami Province circa 1823 Collection: Art Gallery of NSW.
Japanese landscape

Electric wires

Katsushika Hokusai Fujimigahara in Owari Province (Bishid Fujimigahara) ca. 1830-1832 Collection:
Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

Su AW

7. Kitagawa Utamaro Catching fireflies (Hotaru gari) ca. 1796-97 Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.
8. ##3& Shintou = the way of the gods

9. Kubo Shunman Shrine Under a Big Pine Tree 19th century Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

10. Artist unknown The Earthquake of 1855 ca. 1855 Collection: Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

11. Katsushika Hokusai Fuji Seen from Kanaya on the Tokaidé (Tokaidé) Kanaya no Fuji) ca. 1830-1832 Collection:

Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

12. Katsushika Hokusai Under the Wave off Kanagawa (Kanagawa oki nami ura), also known as The Great Wave
ca. 1830-1832 Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

13. Uematsu Toshu Shrimp and Udo Plant Edo period (1615-1868) Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

14. Todaiji Temple, Nara

15. Kencho-ji Temple Kamakura

16. Hakuin Ekaku Portrait of Bodhidharma (Japanese: Daruma) mid-18th century Collection: Metropolitan
Museum of Art, NY.

17. Fuyo Roran Zen Circle with Calligraphy ca. 1770-1805 Collection: National Gallery in Prague.

18. Kano Sansetsu Frolicking Birds in Plum and Willow Trees Edo period (17" century) Collection: Tenkyu-in
Temple, Kyoto.

19. Utagawa Kunisada Twilight Snowfall at Ueno c.1850 Collection: National Diet Library, Tokyo.

20. Hiroshige Ando Cherry blossoms in bloom at Arashiyama ca. 1835 Collection: Art Gallery of NSW.

21. Kintsugi repair bowl

22. Hiroshige Utagawa Hara: Mount Fuji in the Morning (Hara, Asa no Fuji)ca. 1833-34 Collection: Metropolitan
Museum of Art, NY.

23. Unknown artist Battle of Sekigahara Late 19th century Collection: City of Gifu Museum of History.
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Keisei Eisen The Castle of Unuma 19" century Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY.

Edo Period map of Japan showing domains

Photo of the Tokaido road (eastern sea route) by Felice Beato 1865.

Hiroshige Utagawa Station Twenty-six: Nissaka, Sayo no Nakayama ca. 1833-34 Collection: Metropolitan
Museum of Art, NY.

Hiroshige Utagawa Tobiuo and Ishimochi Fish 1840s Collection: Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY
Utagawa Kunisada Actors as Construction Workers: A Roof-raising Ceremony on an Auspicious Day 1860
Collection: Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Ranking of local food and produce

Circle of Kano Mitsunobu Flowers and Grasses of the Four Seasons late 16th century Collection: Metropolitan
Museum of Art, NY.

Kyoto raku ware

Kimono weavers

Nambu Tekki metalwork

Tsugaru nuri lacquer

Hagi pottery

Map showing Kanazawa

Edo Period gold leaf lacquer writing box (suzuribako)

Kogaratsu pottery

Kakiemon porcelain

Unknown artist Portrait as warlord Nabeshima Naoshige, founder of the clan 16-17t" century Collection:
Museum Chokokan, Nabeshima.

Okawachiyama

Blue and white Arita porcelain

Kaga Yuzen silk dyeing Kimono

Artist unknown Western visitors arrive in the ‘black ships' Woodblock print 1861.

Edo-period Inro medicine case

Ivory netsuke of a hare with mushroom

Left: Alfred Stevens The Japanese Robe ca. 1872 Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY. Right: Vincent Van Gogh
Portrait of Pére Tanguy, 1887. Musée Rodin, Paris.

Moon flask ca. 1880 Royal Doulton Staffordshire, England.

Japanese Fair, London, 1910

Japan exports from 1908 in Yokohama

Satsuma ware (for export)

Print showing Japan modernising

Hokusai Katsushika Ejiri in Suruga Province (Sunshd Ejiri) ca. 1830-32 Collection: Metropolitan Museum of
Art, NY.

Dutsch studies — manuals and artworks

Kawahara Keiga Arrival of a Dutch Ship Philipp Franz von Siebold at Dejima with his Japanese wife.

Inoue Yasuiji Peaceful Pleasures of the Highest Nobility (Kyoraku taihei kiken zu) 1887 Collection: Metropolitan
Museum of Art, NY.

Ernest Fenollosa (third from left); Okakura Kakuzo (second from left) at Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
Left: Imperial University, Tokyo / Right: Ernest Fennellosa

Art Museum, Boston 1901

Okakura Kazuzo (Tenshin)

Yokoyama Taikan Gunjo Fuji ca. 1917, Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art

Left: Yanagi Soetsu, photo by Charles River, 1930 Right: Yanagi Soestu in Japan

The Mingei Manifesto

Founders of the Japanese Folk Craft movement, from left to right: Shoji Hamada, Soetsu Yanagi, and Kawai
Kanjiro / Yanagi Soetsu and Bernard Leach observing Shoji Hamada, around 1952.

Japan Folk Arts Museum

Japanese recruitment posters

Bomb-damaged oil refinery Osaka, Japan 1945

American man and Japanese woman in bombed out Japan

Rebuilding Japan

Left: Les Blakebrough AM, Middle: Peter Rushforth, Right: Milton Moon

Factory workers, Japan, 1960s
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73. Industrial Japan

74. W. Eugene Smith Entrance to Chisso Chemical Plant Minamata.

75. A view of Mitsubishi Materials’ Naoshima Smelter and Refinery

76. Human waste collection, Edo Period, Japan

77. Boro kimono, Japan, late 19th-early 20th century.

78. Biwako Hall

79. Regional Museum

80. Regional Museum

81. Bubble burst: crazy stock market scenes as economy collapses

82. Kobe 1995 after the earthquake

83. Kobe 1995 after the earthquake

84. Sarin gas attack, Tokyo, 1995

85. Japan rebuilds after Kobe earthquake

86. Yokohama Minato Mirai, Harbour of the Future

87. Shutter town

88. Prefectural art museum

89. Nara Yoshitomo exhibition

90. Takamatsu Art Museum

91. Biwako Hall

92. Museum of Modern Art, Gunma

93. The Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama

94. Countryside destroyed

95. Seto Inland Sea

96. Map showing the Seto Inland Sea

97. Fukutake Tetsuhiko with Miyake Chikatsugu, Mayor of Naoshima 1985.

98. Fukutake Soichiro; on the beach at Naoshima with Mayor Miyake (left), 1987.

99. Benesse Campground for Children

100. Naoshima Fishing Village

101. Fukutake Soichiro & Ando Tadao in conversation

102. Benesse House Museum

103. Naoshima, Kusama Yayoi Pumpkin

104. Richard Long River Avon Mud Circles by the Inland Sea; Inland Sea Driftwood Circle 1997 Collection: Benasse
House Museum, Naoshima.

105. Sugimoto Hiroshi photograph in-situ at Benesse House accommodation.

106. Yanagi Yukinori, World Ant Farm

107. Chichu Museum from above

108. Claude Monet The Water Lily Pond 1917-1919 Chichu Art Museum, Naoshima.

109. Lee Ufan Museum, Naoshima.

110. Lee Ufan, Naoshima

111. Naoshima New Museum of Art, 2025

112. Naoshima New Museum of Art, 2025

113. Kadoya entrance, Naoshima

114. Miyajima Tatsuo, Kadoya, Naoshima

115. Seniji Hiroshi The Garden of Ku 2009 Ishibashi House Project, Naoshima.

116. Empty house

117. Sugimoto Hiroshi Go’o Shrine 2002 Art House Project, Naoshima.

118. Yanagi Yukinori portrait

119. Inujima, Seirensho

120. Inujima, Seirensho

121. Teshima Art Museum

122. Teshima Art Museum

123. Teshima Art Museum

124. Naito Rei artwork

125. Niigata snowy landscape

126. Map showing Niigata

127. Niigata green landscape

128. Left: Maeda Rei / Right: Kitagawa Fram
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129. Niigata outdoor public sculpture

130. lilya & Emilia Kabakov, Echigo Tsumari Niigata
131. The Red Dragon, Niigata

132. Fiona Foley, Echigo Tsumari, Niigata 2000

133. Niigata — Hossein Valamanesh - Australian

134. Lauren Berkowitz — Australian - Niigata

135. Robyn Backen — Australian - Niigata

136. Janet Laurence — Elixir Bar — Niigata - Australian
137. Janet exterior - Niigata

138. Christian Boltanski — abandoned school - Niigata
139. Christian Boltanski — abandoned school - Niigata
140. Australia House, Andrew Burns, Australian - Niigata
141. Brook Andrew, Niigata

142. Locals in Niigata

143. Nakanojo Biennale

144. Ryuta gama, Karatsu

145. Yukiko Tsuchiya Ceramicist Karatsu, Kyushu
146. Takahashi Nobumasa

147. Buddhist orin-bowl gong makers ‘Shiwatani Syoryu’
148. Kihara porcelain company

149. Unagi no Nedoko

150. Yoshioka Tokujin teahouse

151. Niigata artwork

Further Reading in English
1. Kerr, Alex. Lost Japan, 2015 (updated)

2. Kitagawa, Fram. Art Place Japan: The Echigo-Tsumari Triennale and the Vision to Reconnect Art
and Nature, 2015

3. Pilling, David. Bending Adversity, Japan and the Art of Survival, 2014
4. Takashina, Shuji. The Japanese Sense of Beauty, 2018
5. Yanagi, Soetsu. The Beauty of Everyday Things, 2019
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