Members Art

Gallery
NSW

23 & 24 July 2025
Art Appreciation lecture series 2025
Legendary Stories: Leonardo da Vinci to Murakami

Madame Sada Yacco as Kesa, Rupert Bunny

Dr Morris Low

Rupert Bunny, Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, c.1900

Lecture summary

Be transported to turn-of-the-century Paris through the work of Rupert Bunny, and encounter
actress Kawakami Sadayakko, or in French, Sada Yacco, who came to be known as Japan's
Sarah Bernhardt. Collaborating with American Loie Fuller, Sada Yacco created one of the star
attractions at the 1900 Paris Universal Exposition/World's Fair. Bunny portrayed Sada Yacco in
a suite of three paintings that were exhibited at the Salon d’Automne in 1909 and were
regarded as some of Bunny's most exceptional works. We will firstly focus on Bunny's
paintings of the Japanese actress Sada Yacco and then examine who Sada Yacco was, how
Bunny came to paint her, and what her impact was.

Slide list

1. Lecture Title: Madame Sada Yacco as Kesa, Rupert Bunny

2. Introduction.

3. Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, c. 1900. Rupert Bunny. Qil on canvas.
Collection: Philip Bacon. Wikimedia Commons.

4. Kesa Gozen, wife of Watanabe Wataru, 1844-1847. Utagawa Kunisada/ Colour
woodblock print. Collection: AGNSW.

5. Rupert Bunny in Provence, c. 1884. Unknown photographer. AGNSW Archive.
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Bunny and Celebrity Portraits.

Madame Melba, c. 1902. Rupert Bunny. Oil on canvas. Collection: NGV.
Dame Nellie Melba, c. 1901.Rupert Bunny. Pencil on paper. Collection: NPG.
Rupert Bunny and Sadayakko/Sada Yacco.

. Sada Yacco: Geisha and Actress. Who was she?

Sada Yacco as an Actress.

Sada Yacco as an Actress.

The Geisha and the Knight (Geisha to samurai).

Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, 1900.

Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, ¢. 1900. Rupert Bunny. Oil on canvas.
Collection: Philip Bacon. Wikimedia Commons.

Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, 1900.

Madame Sada Yacco (Sadayakko) as Kesa, 1900.

Endo Musha Morito Approaching Kesa’s Bedroom, 1883.Tsukioka Yoshitoshi. Colour
woodblock print. Public domain.

The actor Ichikawa Danjuro VIl as Endo Musha Morito on a flight of stone steps amidst
falling maple leaves holding up the severed head of Kesa Gozen in a scene from a kabuki
play, 1845-1846. Utagawa Kuniyoshi. Colour woodblock print. Collection: British
Museum.

The Kabuki actor Ichikawa Danjuro VIl as Endo Musha holding the severed head of
Kesa Gozen, 1852 Utagawa Kunisada. Colour woodblock print. Collection: British
Museum.

Comparison of Woodblock Prints with Bunny's Other Paintings of Sada Yacco.

Kesa Gozen, wife of Watanabe Wataru, 1844-1847. Utagawa Kunisada.Colour
woodblock print. Collection: AGNSW.

Comparison of Woodblock Prints with Bunny’s Other Paintings of Sada Yacco.

Mme Sada Yacco “Le Shogun” (scéne de la folie) [mad scene], c. 1901 Rupert Bunny. Oil
on canvas.Stuartholme-Behan Collection, UQ

Red Kimono. Rupert Bunny. Oil on canvas. Collection: Broken Hill Art Gallery, NSW.
Donated by Sir Daryl Lindsay from the Bunny Estate, 1950.

Returning from the garden, c. 1906. Rupert Bunny. Oil on paperboard. Collection:
AGNSW.

Returning from the garden, c. 1906.

Symphony in White, No. 1: The WhiteGirl, 1861-1862. James McNeill Whistler. Oil on
canvas.Collection: National Gallery of Art,Washington D.C.

Sada Yacco, 1902 Photographer unknown. Collection: Futaba Museum, Nagoya.

The Bathers, 1906. Rupert Bunny. Oil on canvas.Collection: QAGoMA.

The Bathers, 1906

A summer morning, c. 1908. Rupert Bunny. Qil on canvas. Collection: AGNSW, on
display, Grand Courts.

How did Sada Yacco become a star?

Théatre de Loie Fuller, 1900. Emmanuel-Joseph-Raphael Orazi. Lithograph. Poster for
the Loie Fuller Theatre at the Paris World's Fair, 1900. Collection: MOMA.

Entrance to the Loie Fuller Theatre at the Paris Universal Exhibition, 1900.Pierre Roche.
Photograph.

Folies Bergeére: La Loie Fuller, 1897. Jules Cheret. Colour lithograph. Collection: NGA
Sada Yacco and Kawakami Otojiro. Photograph. Wikimedia Commons.

"Madame Sada Yacco, Japan's Greatest Emotional Actress,” Harper’s Bazaar, 24 March
1900, cover.

Cover of Le Théatre, October 1900. After Nadar. Colorized reproduction of a
photograph.
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Japanese Dramatic Kawakami and Sada Yacco, 11 May 1901.Utagawa Yoshiiku. Colour
woodblock print. Publisher: Gusokuya, Tokyo. Collection: Morris Low.

Kawakami and Sada Yacco, 1900. Louis Fournier. Publisher: Brentano's, Paris. National
Library of France

Kawakami and Sada Yacco, 1900. Louis Fournier. Publisher: Brentano's, Paris. National
Library of France

Madame Sada Yacco in “The Geisha and the Knight”, 1900. Leonetto Cappiello.
Caricature from Le Rire, 15 Sept. 1900. Reproduced in Fournier, Kawakami and Sada
Yacco.

Second World Tour.

Sada Yacco, 1901. Théatre de I'’Athénée, Paris. Postcard.

Sada Yacco, 1901.Pablo Picasso. Gouache and Indian ink on paper.

La Danseuse Sada Yacco, 1901. Pablo Picasso. Pastel on paper. Poster design for Loie
Fuller. Collection: Pieter CWM Dreesmann.

La Danseuse Sada Yacco, 1901. Pablo Picasso. Preparatory drawing on paper
Picasso’s Drawings of Sada Yacco.

Mme Sada Yacco “Le Shogun” (scéne de la folie) [mad scene], ¢.1901. Rupert Bunny. Oil
on canvas. Stuartholme-Behan Collection, UQ

Sada Yacco, c. 1902, William Nicholson. Chromo-lithograph after original woodcut.
Collection: Liss Fine Art.

Madama Butterfly, 1904. Adolfo Hohenstein. Poster, La Scala, Milan, Feb. 1904.
Wikimedia Commons.

Impact on Puccini and Madama Butterfly (1904).

Sada Yacco as Influencer.

M. de Sternac dans son imitation de Mme Sada Yacco, c. 1907. Cliché de Ray. Depicting
Fernand de Sternac. Collotype postcard. Collection: Cornell University Library.

Sada Yakko. Musée Greévin, Paris. Postcard. Collection: Morris Low

Sada Yacco: Educator, Mistress & Entrepreneur.

Sada Yacco: Educator, Mistress & Entrepreneur.

Lessons from this story?

Thank you.
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