
Brisa 5

INTERPRETING THE PRE-EXISTING 
ARCHITECTURE RESPECTING ITS CANONS, 
ITS COMPLEXITY AND ITS DIFFERENT 
STYLISTIC FEATURES.
The redevelopment involves both blocks of a 
building in Milan by Pietro Portaluppi.
The project interprets the pre-existing building, 
welcoming its complexity and respecting its 
canons. The addition of a contemporary element 
establishes an interaction between the different 
stylistic features of the two existing buildings. Each 
of the three contrasting elements that now make 
up the architectural complex establishes its own 
boundary that respects the project’s history.
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The complex consists of two buildings of three and five floors 
respectively, which are currently occupied by two tenants and, 
having been designed almost twenty years apart, are different in 
style.
THE RESTORATION OF THE BASEMENT FLOOR IN THE 
EXISTING INTERNAL COURTYARD RESULTED IN THE 
CREATION OF A LOWER-GROUND COURTYARD, WHICH 
IS OVERLOOKED BY SHOWROOMS AND MEETING 
ROOMS. ON THE COURTYARD’S GROUND FLOOR, 
OVERLOOKING THE PATIO, AMENITY SPACES WERE 
CREATED IN THE BUILDING TO ORIGINALLY HOUSE 
GARAGES. 
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CHARACTERISED BY A STYLE THAT DIFFERS FROM 
BOTH BUILDINGS, THE FLOOR ADDED ON TOP OF 
THE LOW BUILDING EMPHASISES THEIR HISTORICAL 
DIFFERENCES. THE INCLUSION OF A METAL MESH 
– BRASS-PLATED ON THE OUTSIDE AND BLACK ON 
THE INSIDE – BETWEEN THE TWO CHAMBERS OF 
THE BUILDING’S GLASS CURTAIN WALL, TURNED ITS 
SURFACE OPAQUE, AT THE SAME TIME HARMONIZING 
IT WITH THE SURROUNDING MATERIALS AND 
OFFERING PROTECTION FROM THE SUN.
A thorough clean of the tower’s rationalist façade has brought 
to light the bright grey colour of the Ceppo di Grè. The window 
frames were also covered with glass, thus maintaining the 
essential quality of the design of the façades of both buildings.




