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RETROFITTING OF AN ICONIC BUILDING 
BETWEEN PHILOLOGY AND SEARCH OF 
THE CONTEMPORARY DETAIL.
A thorough philological analysis of the original 
project, together with a new design direction 
concentrated on attention to detail, has endowed 
the spaces at Gioiaotto with a flexibility and internal 
brightness that is in keeping with contemporary 
architecture, supported by the prestige of a unique 
building that is very much part of Milan’s history.
The building originally known as ‘Residence 
Porta Nuova’ was completed in 1973 to the 
design of Marco Zanuso and Pietro Crescini. It is 
representative of a series of built projects realised 
in the Porta Nuova area and remains an important 
indicator of the architectural activity of that period.



THE RHYTHM OF THE GLAZING INSIDE IS HIGHLIGHTED 
BY FINS IN EXTRA-CLEAR GLASS THAT INCREASE 
FLEXIBILITY BY ENABLING THE INSTALLATION OF 
MOBILE PARTITIONS AS DESIRED, WHILE ON THE 
OUTSIDE BY THE ALTERNATION OF FINS IN EXTRA-
CLEAR GLASS AND COLOURED GLASS IN LIGHT-GREY. 
IN FRONT OF THE COLUMNS ARE BOXES IN MICRO-
PERFORATED BENT-PRESSED STEEL. 
In the hotel part the rhythm of the existing windows is highlighted 
via the alternation of blades in transparent glass placed 
in discontinuity with the fins and timber boxes. The same 
composition of the office area is repeated here on the ground 
floor to increase the three-dimensional effect of the façade.
Gioiaotto was the first certified LEED Platinum building in Milan.



THE ENTRANCE HALL IMMEDIATELY PRESENTS A CONTRAST 
BETWEEN ROUGH SURFACES THAT REFRACT AND OTHERS THAT 
REFLECT THE NATURAL DAYLIGHT AND ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING AT 
NIGHT. INSIDE THE FLOORS, A LARGE GLAZED SECTION FOLLOWS 
THE HORIZONTAL STRUCTURAL GRID, DIVIDED VERTICALLY INTO 
THREE. 
The upper part, opaque and inclined, directs natural light onto the ceiling. 
The middle part, completely transparent and openable places the working 
environment in communication with the outside while the lower part alternates 
between filing cabinets adjacent to workstations and technical elements. 

GIOIAOTTO WAS THE FIRST CERTIFIED 
LEED PLATINUM BUILDING IN MILAN.




