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A DISCREET AND ACCESSIBLE 
RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE THAT 
TRANSFORM ANTI-ICONICITY IN ITS 
STRENGHT.
Originally designed for students and young 
professionals living in the areas surrounding 
the universities Bocconi and NABA, the project 
subsequently morphed into its final version as a 
residential complex open to broader requirements. 
A design that relinquishes reckless iconicity in 
favour of a subtler, almost anonymous effect, 
that is nonetheless always motivated and never 
superficial, and worthy of being discovered. 



THE BUILDING COMPLEX IS ARRANGED AROUND A GREEN COURTYARD, 
WHICH OPENS ONTO THE ROAD BUT IS PROTECTED BY THE FENCE. THE 
LARGE HACKBERRY AT ITS CENTRE BECOMES A DISTINGUISHING FEATURE, A 
DECLARATION, A PLEASANT IMAGE FOR THOSE LOOKING ONTO THE GARDEN 
AND THE STREET FROM THE WINDOWS AND BALCONIES. 
The open courtyard is a reference to the urban gardens that in Milan are frequently found 
as a discreet inner presence and a view for the few. Here the courtyard opens up instead to 
public life, acting as a filter between individual living and communal urban life. 
The complex develops over three floors, the groundfloor accomodating the areas for 
communal living. The one-, two- and three-room apartments can welcome a diversified 
community.



Dry construction techniques were in fact studied for its realisation and materials that create 
both lightness and strength — such as steel — were employed.
CARVED OUT FROM THE SIMPLE, GEOMETRIC VOLUMES OF THE FAÇADE, THE 
SPACES FOR THE BALCONIES CREATE AN IRREGULAR YET HARMONIOUS 
SUCCESSION OF FULL AND EMPTY SPACES, OPENINGS AND BLIND SPOTS. 
THE HOLLOWED-OUT BALCONIES WERE COATED USING AN INNOVATIVE 
MATERIAL THAT RECALLS KLINKER — ANOTHER TRIBUTE TO THE MILANESE 
TRADITION OF FAÇADES ENTIRELY CLAD IN THIS MATERIAL.
The soft aqua green hue of the hollowed-out spaces is the only subtle touch of colour on 
the clear, bright, monochromatic façade, the result of a combination of three shades of white 
with different degrees of reflection. 
The project also focused on age- and ability-related needs. The ‘design for all’ concept is 
interpreted as communal areas, flats and garden accessible to everybody.




