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ABSTRACT—Male and female specimens of a chordeumatid milliped, Branneria bonoculus, were
collected in March 2003 from leaf litter in deciduous and pine forest from Lake O’ the Pines, Marion
Co., Texas. The species was described originally from an unknown site in Nevada County, Arkansas,
which is ca. 145 km northeast of the new locale. As such, this represents only the second time B.
bonoculus has been reported in the literature, and more importantly, we document the discovery of a
family of millipeds that is new for Texas.

RESUMEN—Especı́menes de machos y hembras de un milpiés chordeumátida, Branneria bonoculus, se
recolectaron en marzo de 2003 de la hojarasca en bosques caducifolios y de pinos del Lake O’ the Pines,
condado de Marion, Texas. La especie fue descrita originalmente de un sitio desconocido en el
condado de Nevada, Arkansas, que está aproximadamente a 145 km noreste de la nueva localidad.
Como tal, esto representa sólo la segunda vez que B. bonoculus ha sido reportado en la literatura, y más
importante aún, documentamos el descubrimiento de una nueva familia de milpiés para Texas.

Until recently, the North American milliped
family Branneriidae included a single species,
Branneria carinata, described from material col-
lected from Beaver Creek, Jefferson Co., Ten-
nessee (Bollman, 1888, 1893; Hoffman, 1999).
Additional records for B. carinata were provided
by Shear (1972) in several southeastern states
including Tennessee to the Florida Panhandle,
and from southern Mississippi to central Geor-
gia. A second species, Branneria bonoculus was
described recently by Shear (2003) from a single
male taken in February 1977 from an indetermi-
nate site in Nevada County, Arkansas. It differs
from its only congener (B. carinata) in having
males with 28 segments of the trunk rather than

26, and in differences of the gonopods and ninth
and tenth legs. Herein, we provide a new
distributional record for the family Branneriidae
and B. bonoculus in Texas.

On 8 March 2003, two minute specimens of an
unknown species of chordeumatid milliped were
collected from leaf litter in deciduous and pine
forest off FM 729 at Lake O’ the Pines (Cypress
River Basin), Marion Co., Texas (32u 49901.140N,
94u 36940.460W, elevation 95 m). They were
placed in vials containing 70% ethanol and
shipped to the second author (WAS) for
identification. Voucher specimens were subse-
quently deposited in the North Carolina State
Museum of Natural Sciences, Raleigh.
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These specimens represented a male and
female B. bonoculus. This is the second time this
species has been reported in the literature, and
more importantly, discovery of a new family of
milliped for a state is rare. The new site reported
herein is ca. 145 km southwest of the type
locality of B. bonoculus. Other myriapod associ-
ates collected at this site included a polydesmid
milliped, Pseudopolydesmus pinetorum and a scolo-
pendromorph centipede, Hemiscolopendra margin-
ata. They are common species in woodlands west
of the Mississippi River and both have been
reported from nearby Bowie County, Texas
(Stewart, 1969; McAllister et al., 2006).

Little is known about the milliped fauna of
eastern Texas. New state records for millipeds in
Texas were reported by Shelley et al. (2003),
McAllister et al. (2004), and McAllister and
Shelley (2005). In addition, several miscella-
neous taxonomic papers by Shelley (1990,
2000), Shelley and McAllister (2006) and Shelley
et al. (2006) reported millipeds from various
counties in eastern Texas. However, the only
paper published on millipeds of eastern Texas
was by Stewart (1969), who reported records of
millipeds from 25 counties in northeastern
Texas, some of which were based on misidenti-
fications. His voucher specimens were deposited
in the invertebrate collection at Stephen F.
Austin State University (Stewart, 1969), but
apparently were lost. There is an obvious need
to collect millipeds in this part of the state as
many species, like B. bonoculus reported herein,
are yet to be discovered.

CTM thanks the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment for a scientific collecting permit, D. I. Moore for
assistance in collecting, and W. Gibson for curatorial
assistance.
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