
Wild Color



Delve into the color spectrum like never before as you make your way 

through immersive rooms, each representing a color of the rainbow.

Color-saturated spaces awaken the senses with vibrant specimens, 

photo-worthy displays, and shifting soundscapes. Marvel at the beauty 

and power of color in the natural world.



Exhibition Details

Size: 5,000 ft2 (465 m2)

Ceiling Height: 12 ft (3.66 m)

Languages: All text in English and 
Spanish; language may be converted by 
host venues

Science Advisor: Dr. Deborah Bekken,
Director of the Gantz
Family Collections Center

Features:

● 36 cases with 250+ Zoology, Botany, and 
Geology specimens

● o5 photo murals, 14 atmospheric murals, 2 
ambient scent stations

● 3 videos, 8 soundscapes, 1 crowdsourced 
photo projection

● Social media photo opps



The Big Idea

Escape the everyday and 
explore the natural world 
through the wonder of 
color.

Anywhere you look in nature, color 
holds meaning. It evokes emotion, 
signals alarm, creates disguise and 
illusion. In this special exhibition, 
you’ll learn how to decode the hidden 
messages that different colors can 
send. Then, explore some of nature’s 
mysteries that are hidden in plain 
sight: creatures that change color, 
plants and animals that give off an 
eerie glow, and shades of color that 
the human eye can’t detect.



Experience Bubble Plan
The three primary-color 
galleries (red, yellow, and blue) 
are large. Each will feature a 
central experience that stays 
consistent in format, but carries 
different content, featuring the 
color highlighted in that gallery.

The three 
secondary-color 
galleries (orange, 
green, purple) are
smaller, and serve as 
transition spaces 
between the primary 
colors.

The finale brings all the 
colors into play and 
launches visitors out into 
the world with questions, 
ideas, and conversation.

The bubble sizes in this diagram 
represent the relative weight of 
sections in the experience.



Field Museum Floor Plan



Exhibition Walkthrough





Section 1: Red and Orange









Begin your journey through the color spectrum among the rich, luxurious 

hues of rubies and garnets. See how nature uses vivid red in the warning 

colors of king snakes and velvet ants, but also the attractive shades of 

fruits and flowers. A cornucopia of bright orange shells and birds 

follows..



Object Groupings in Red

• Red as warning
• Pigments from food
• Red hair and fur
• Red to attract
• Mixed red



Single Object Grouping in Orange

• Mixed Orange



Section 2: Yellow and Green















Among yellow dandelions, bees, field mice, and butterflies, go ahead 

and “try on” butterfly wings to see how you look. This sunny space gives 

way to a forest of green leaves and the creatures that camouflage 

themselves among them.



Object Groupings in Yellow

• Butterflies
• Melanin in fur
• Bees, their mimics, flowers
• Mixed yellow



Object Groupings in Green

• Mixed green
• Camouflage
• Leaves



Section 3: Blue and Purple













A centerpiece of the exhibition is the blue multimedia space, where the 

deep blue seas and skies surround you. Investigate how insects, fish, 

and reptiles create blue with microscopic light-bending textures, then 

marvel at surprisingly purple animals and plants.



Object Groupings in Blue
• Marine life
• Structural color
• True blue?
• Blue as display



Single Object Grouping in Purple
• Mixed purple



Section 4: Ultraviolet









Beyond the range of human sight, there’s a violet hue of greater 

energy: ultraviolet. Explore and compare the dramatic color shifts of 

animals, plants, and minerals under UV lights.



Fluorescent Under UV

• Minerals
• Scorpion
• Lichens
• Platypus
• Owl
• Fossil shells



Section 5: Black and White











Experience the extremes of dark and light—from birds with feathers so 

black they absorb nearly all light, to the reflective white underside of a 

silver fern.



Black and White Objects
• Black and white
• Black
• White



Section 6: Wildly Colorful













Social Media Projection

colorwall.vercel.app
-Images crowd-sourced from social media scroll and project onto wall
-69 images currently featured

http://colorwall.vercel.app/


The finale of specimens and media brings together the entire rainbow to 

answer some big questions: Why is nature so colorful at times? How can 

plants and animals change color? How do we make colors from nature? 

And how can we connect to color in nature?



Wildly Colorful
• Natural dyes
• Iridescence
• Color mutation
• Color changing



Field Museum – Traveling Exhibitions

312.665.7119 | 312.665.7311 | travelingexh@fieldmuseum.org


