


Delve into the color spectrum like never before as you make your way
through immersive rooms, each representing a color of the rainbow.
Color-saturated spaces awaken the senses with vibrant specimens,
photo-worthy displays, and shifting soundscapes. Marvel at the beauty

and power of color in the natural world.



Exhibition Details

Size: 5,000 ft? (465 m?)

Ceiling Height: 12 ft (3.66 m)

Languages: All text in English and
Spanish; language may be converted by
host venues

Science Advisor: Dr. Deborah Bekken,
Director of the Gantz
Family Collections Center

Features:

36 cases with 250+ Zoology, Botany, and
Geology specimens
5 photo murals, 14 atmospheric murals, 2

ambient scent stations

3 videos, 8 soundscapes, 1 crowdsourced
photo projection

Social media photo opps

-



The Big Idea

Escape the everyday and
explore the natural world
through the wonder of
color.

Anywhere you look in nature, color
holds meaning. It evokes emotion,
signals alarm, creates disguise and
illusion. In this special exhibition,
you’ll learn how to decode the hidden
messages that different colors can
send. Then, explore some of nature’s
mysteries that are hidden in plain
sight: creatures that change color,
plants and animals that give off an
eerie glow, and shades of color that
the human eye can’t detect.



Experience Bubble Plan

The three
secondary-color
galleries (orange,
green, purple) are
smaller, and serve as
transition spaces
between the primary
colors.

The three primary-color
galleries (red, yellow, and blue)
are large. Each will feature a
central experience that stays
consistent in format, but carries
different content, featuring the
color highlighted in that gallery.

The finale brings all the
colors into play and
launches visitors out into
the world with questions,
ideas, and conversation.

The bubble sizes in this diagram
represent the relative weight of
sections in the experience.




Field Museum Floor Plan

INTRO RED ORANGE

YELLOW

GREEN

BLUE

GALLERY GALLERY GALLERY GALLERY GALLERY GALLERY
7 et e ——
- BUTTERFLY PROJECTION \
- PROJECTION MAPPING
ICE CUBE

FINAL
GALLERY

uv PURPLE
GALLERY GALLERY



Exhibition Walkthrough
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Section 1: Red and Orange
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Begin your journey through the color spectrum among the rich, luxurious
hues of rubies and garnets. See how nature uses vivid red in the warning
colors of king snakes and velvet ants, but also the attractive shades of

fruits and flowers. A cornucopia of bright orange shells and birds

follows.



Object Groupings in Red

* Red as warning
* Pigments from food

 Red hair and fur
 Red to attract
Mixed red




Single Object Grouping in Orange

* Mixed Orange




Section 2: Yellow and Green












Earth's eternal emerald

nature’s

flag unfurling.

weave,










Among yellow dandelions, bees, field mice, and butterflies, go ahead
and “try on” butterfly wings to see how you look. This sunny space gives
way to a forest of green leaves and the creatures that camouflage

themselves among them.



Object Groupings in Yellow

« Butterflies
 Melanin in fur

* Bees, their mimics, flowers
*  Mixed yellow




Object Groupings in Green

* Mixed green
- Camouflage
 Leaves




Section 3: Blue and Purple
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A centerpiece of the exhibition is the blue multimedia space, where the
deep blue seas and skies surround you. Investigate how insects, fish,
and reptiles create blue with microscopic light-bending textures, then

marvel at surprisingly purple animals and plants.



Object Groupings in Blue

Marine life
e Structural color

*  True blue?
* Blue as display




Single Object Grouping in Purple

*  Mixed purple




Section 4: Ultraviolet
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Press and hold for UV light

Para ultravioleta mantener presionado
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Press and hold for UV light

Para ultravioleta mantener presionado
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vaibie under UY ight.

Press and hold for UV light

Para ultravioleta mantener presionado
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visioie under UV lght

Press and hold for UV light

Para ultravioleta mantener presionado



Beyond the range of human sight, there’s a violet hue of greater
energy: ultraviolet. Explore and compare the dramatic color shifts of

animals, plants, and minerals under UV lights.



Fluorescent Under UV

* Minerals
« Scorpion
* Lichens
* Platypus
« Owl

* Fossil shells




Section 5: Black and White
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BRIGHT WHITE

When something appears white, it is
reflecting all visible light and absorbing
none. Some animals take advantage of

this—their white skin or fur helps them
keep cool. Other animals evolved white
for camouflage in snowy tundras or

rocky caves

BLANCO BRILLANTE

Cuando algo parece hlanco estd reflejands
toda la luz visible sin absorberta, Algunos
animales usan esto como ventaja, su pelaje
blanco les ayuda a mantenerse frescos.
Otros usan el blanco como camuflaje en tas

nevadas tundras o en las cuevas rocosas.




STARTLING BLACK
AND WHIT

Being black and white is a great way
to make a statement. Contrasting
stripes and spots can help animals

identify members of their own
species, warn enemies to stay away,
or even make their outlines harder for
predators to see.

ASOMBROSO BLANCO Y NEGRO

Blanco y negro juntos causan una

gran impresion. Las rayas o manchas
contrastantes sirven como identificacion
de la propia especie, advertencia a

los enemigos o camuflaje contra los
depredadores.



Experience the extremes of dark and light—from birds with feathers so
black they absorb nearly all light, to the reflective white underside of a

silver fern.



Black and White Objects

* Black and white
 Black
White
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Section 6: Wildly Colorful
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Color in nature is not fixed; it often
changes with the seasons to help
animals and plants survive. As they
make the transition from summer to
winter, new conditions may require
different camouflage or slowing
metabolism may trigger changes

in pigmentation.

COLOR CAMBIANTE
|a naturaleza no son filos-




Some monkey-flowers (Mimulus] show
a huge diversity of color all in one
species. Although color is often a great
clue for identifying animals, plants,
and minerals,
doesn’t have to
completely different. He
species and minerals ca
rainbow of colors.

a big difference in color
mean it’s something

re, similar
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of nature’s wild color.
de los colores de la naturaleza.




Social Media Projection

colorwall.vercel.app

-Images crowd-sourced from social media scroll and project onto wall
-69 images currently featured


http://colorwall.vercel.app/

The finale of specimens and media brings together the entire rainbow to
answer some big questions: Why is nature so colorful at times? How can

plants and animals change color? How do we make colors from nature?
And how can we connect to color in nature?



Wildly Colorful

* Natural dyes

* Iridescence

* Color mutation
* Color changing




“ I ‘
¥

Field Museum - Traveling Exhibitions

312.665.7119 | 312.665.7311 | travelingexh@fieldmuseum.org



