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HARMING COMPETITION AND CONSUMERS
UNDER THE GUISE OF PROTECTING PRIVACY:
AN ANALYSIS OF APPLE’S iOS 14 POLICY
UPDATES

D. Daniel Sokolt & Feng Zhut+

Apple’s 10S 14 update represents an anti-competitive
strategy disguised as a privacy-protecting measure. Apple
now prohibits non-Apple apps from using information
essential to providing relevant, personalized advertising
without explicit user optin. And users may opt in only after
they are shown an ominous and misleading prompt about
“tracking,” one that Apple’s own apps and services need not
display, because consumers are automatically “opted in” to
Apple’s own tracking. Apple’s policy will have the pernicious
effects of enhancing the dominance of iOS among mobile
operating systems (OSs) and the dominance of its own apps
and services within the 10S ecosystem, while reducing
consumer choice and devastating the free-app ecosystem.
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The impact of a platform company’s open innovation activities on
its firm value: in the perspective of the venture ecosystem
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