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Keolis creates an  
autonomous mobility test site in France  

 
 

• On 11 December 2019, Keolis, Châteauroux Metropole and the French Shooting 
Federation concluded a partnership agreement to authorise the autonomous 
vehicle tests carried out by the Group at the National Centre for Shooting Sports 
(CNTS), located near Châteauroux, in the centre of France.  

 
• This partnership will enable Keolis to pursue its development in autonomous 

vehicle fleet management, by conducting operational tests aimed at improving 
vehicle operation and the vehicles’ capacity to adapt to different traffic 
environments in order to guarantee optimal safety and quality of service for 
passengers. 
 

 
Located in Déols, near Châteauroux in the department of Indre, the CNTS is a private site 
spanning 80 hectares, closed to traffic, which will be made available to Keolis as part of this 
partnership. This domain will give the Keolis Group the opportunity to train new operators, 
test new autonomous mobility solutions and grow its expertise in fleet management of “fully 
autonomous” vehicles without operators on board.  
 
Keolis' New Mobilities business unit and its subsidiary Keolis Châteauroux1 is leading the 
partnership with Châteauroux Metropole. From January 2020, the partnership will see the 
trial of a fleet of autonomous vehicles (“Autonom Cab”) to facilitate transport services to 
the CNTS for visitors. Accessible via a digital app, the fleet will serve different points of interest 
at the centre (car park, reception, shooting range, etc.).  
  
Keolis, world leader in autonomous shuttle operations 
A pioneer in autonomous mobility, the Group deployed the first autonomous shuttle service in 
France in Lyon in September 2016. 
 
Since then, some fifteen autonomous shuttles operated by Keolis have covered more than 
80,000 km and carried more than 200,000 passengers on sites including: 

- France  

                                                           
1 Keolis provides support to Châteauroux Metropole in the management of its public transport network, Horizon. 
Keolis Châteauroux, which has operated the network for over 35 years, has 80 employees, operates 42 buses 
and undertook 5.4 million journeys in 2018. 



- : Paris-La Défense, Roissy Charles de Gaulle Airport, Lille, Lyon, Lille, Monaco, Nevers 
and Rennes. 

- Australia: Adélaïde, Melbourne and Newcastle 
- Belgium: Han-sur-Lesse and Waterloo 
- Canada: Candiac 
- United States: Las Vegas 
- United Kingdom: London 

 
Recently, Keolis also launched new shuttle trials in France (in Rennes and Lyon) and Australia 
(in Newcastle). 
 
About Keolis: 
Leading the way in public transport, Keolis partners with public decision-makers to make shared mobility 
an asset for cities and their communities. Internationally recognised as the leading operator of trams 
and automated metros, Keolis adopts an innovative approach with all its partners and subsidiaries (Kisio, 
EFFIA, Keolis Santé and Cykleo) to develop new forms of shared and customised mobility, and reinforce 
its core business across a range of transport modes including trains, buses, coaches, trolleybuses, river 
shuttles, ferries, cycles, car sharing services, electric autonomous vehicles and urban cable cars.  In 
France, Keolis is now the leader in medical transport services through the creation of Keolis Santé in 
July 2017 and positioned as the number two car park operator, through its subsidiary EFFIA. The 
company is 70% owned by the SNCF and 30% by the Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (CDPQ). 
Keolis employs 62,200 people in 15 countries* and recorded revenue of 5.9 billion euros in 2018. Each 
year, over 3.3 billion passengers worldwide use one of the shared mobility services offered by Keolis. 
www.keolis.com  
*Historically based in France, Keolis has expanded its operations in Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Germany, India, Norway, the 
Netherlands, Qatar, Senegal, Sweden, the UK and the USA. 
 
Contact 
Linda Huguet  
International Communications Manager  
Tel.: +33 (0)1 71 32 98 43  
Mob.: +33 (0)7 71 50 27 95 
Linda.huguet@keolis.com 
 

http://www.keolis.com/
mailto:Linda.huguet@keolis.com

