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Keolis selected by Île-de-France Mobilités 
to operate Île-de-France metro line 18  

 

• Île-de-France Mobilités has appointed Keolis to operate the new line 18 of the Île-

de-France region metro. The first section of this fully automatic metro, between 

Massy-Palaiseau and Saclay, will open to passengers at the end of 2026.  

 

• As with lines 16 and 17, Keolis aims to raise line 18 to be among the best in the 

world in terms of performance and service quality. This new line will offer a new 

experience: that of a more effective, more connected and more people-friendly 

metro, thereby reinforcing Keolis’ position as the world leader in automatic 

metros and an unavoidable mobility player in Île-de-France.  

 
Marie-Ange Debon, Chairwoman and CEO of the Keolis Group, said: “We are extremely 

proud to have been chosen to operate a third metro line in Île-de-France, illustrating the trust 

that Île-de-France Mobilités has placed in us and the recognition of the everyday dedication 

of our teams. Starting today, we are taking steps to prepare the launch of this exceptional line 

which will first connect the Saclay plateau, the leading global research and development hub, 

with Orly airport and Paris, and subsequently with Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and Versailles. 

Keolis is continuing to stand out as a force to be reckoned with on the Île-de-France transport 

scene, providing multi-modal services for the benefit of passengers.”  

 
 
Keolis to operate a third Île-de-France metro line  
 
On 18 June 2024, the Île-de-France Mobilités Board of Directors selected Keolis to operate 

the Île-de-France region’s metro line 18. Keolis’ mobilisation period will begin in October 2024 

with a two-year pre-operational phase. The first section, running from Massy-Palaiseau to 

Saclay, will open to passengers in October 2026, with four stations in service. In 2027, three 

new stations will open on the section between Massy-Palaiseau and Orly airport. Finally, the 

last section will open in 2030 with three new stations, taking line 18 to a terminus at Versailles-

Chantiers.  

 

Keolis will harness its extensive expertise in station management and in the operation of 

automatic metros to improve the everyday mobility of Île-de-France inhabitants, with ambitious 

pledges in terms of service quality. The goal is to elevate the Île-de-France metro in line with 

the highest international standards, as a reflection of the automatic metros already operated 

by Keolis in London, Doha, Dubai and Shanghai.  

 
A new transport link for 100,000 trips per day  
 
The line is expected to provide 100,000 journeys per day by 2030, simplifying the travels of 

the residents of the Essonne, Yvelines and Hauts-de-Seine departments thanks to an array of 

connections notably with the Transilien lines N and U, RER lines B and C, tram line T7, tram-

train line T12 and several bus routes. It will provide a fast route into Paris via line 14 from Paris-

Orly airport. Line 18 will also improve domestic and international travel through its connections 

with the Massy TGV station and Paris-Orly airport.  
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The line will cater to the mobility needs of inhabitants, students, researchers and workers who 

live, study or work nearby. It will connect up the large economic hubs of Orly, Antony, Massy, 

Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and Versailles, along with one of the world’s leading research and 

development centres, the Saclay Plateau. 

 
Keolis, a pioneer and world leader in automatic metros  

 
Ever since the launch of the first automatic metro in Lille more than 40 years ago, Keolis’ 

experience in the operation of this new mode of transport has continued to grow all over the 

world. Today, Keolis is the operator of nine automatic metro networks, including the world’s 

longest, in Dubai. In addition, the group is currently preparing for the launch of two metro lines 

in Île-de-France (lines 16 and 17) and one in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. With 330 km of lines in 

operation or under construction, Keolis is the world leader in automatic metros. 
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About Keolis 
 
Keolis is a pioneer in developing public transport systems and works alongside public authorities who want to enhance shared 
mobility systems to grow the appeal and vitality of their regions. A world leader in operating automated metro and tramway 
systems, Keolis and its partners and subsidiaries Cykleo, EFFIA, Hove, Keolis Santé, Kisio and support the core business with 
innovations offering new and bespoke shared mobility solutions for modes including trains, buses and coaches, trolleybuses, on-
demand transport, transport for people with reduced mobility, driver and sea shuttle services, bikes share services and long-term 
rental, car sharing and fully electric driverless shuttles. In France, Keolis is the second largest provider of parking management 
solutions through its subsidiary EFFIA, and the country's leader in medical transport since the creation of Keolis Santé in July 
2017. The Group is 70%-owned by SNCF and 30%-owned by the Caisse de Dépôt et Placement du Québec (Quebec Deposit 
and Investment Fund) and employs 68,000 people in 13 countries. In 2023, it posted revenue of €7.0 billion.  
 
* Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, France, India, the Netherlands, Qatar, Sweden, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States. 
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CONTACTS : 
 

 

LINE 18 
 

• 35 km of automatic metro, including 14km overhead  

• 10 stations 

• 13 municipalities served 

• 110,000 trips/day 

Ladislas DOR 
Media Relations Officer 
07 78 35 19 77 
ladislas.dor@keolis.com 
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