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Book Week road safety lesson for Tasmanian kids
Book Week 2022

With children among the most vulnerable road users in the state, the RACT is using Book Week to
help Tasmanian kids learn safe road habits for life.

RACT staff have been sharing the road safety book, Yippee with students across the state as part
the organisation’s education program this Book Week, with kindergarten students from St
Aloysius the latest to receive a visit today.

Yippee, developed in partnership with South Australian sister club the RAA, utilises a fun
combination of colourful illustrations and easy-to-follow rhymes to introduce the importance of
positive road safety habits to children at an early age.

RACT Chief Experience Officer Stacey Pennicott said it was never too early to begin teaching
children how to be safe near roads.

“Children are vulnerable road users, and with increasing traffic and transport options, teaching
the future generation of drivers about the importance of being safe near the road is more
important now than ever before,” Ms Pennicott said.

“After a horror year on our roads it is clear more work needs to be done every day to make sure
Tasmanians are safe road users for life and getting the message to children in their early years is
part of achieving this.

“RACT is rolling Yippee out across the state as part of our broader community education program,
taking it to pre-schools, schools and the wider community to help spread this lifesaving message.

“We’ve been overwhelmed by the engagement we’ve had and are putting the call out for more
schools to sign up on our website and receive a visit from our community engagement team.”

Ms Pennicott said although Yippee was aimed at younger children, the book also offered a range of
tips for parents and guardians to talk to their kids about road safety.



“The lessons we teach our children now can help guide their behaviour as they grow. This is why
adults have a vital role to play when it comes to teaching children about road safety,” Ms
Pennicott said.

“We encourage all parents and guardians to not only keep an eye on their children near the road,
but to always be on the lookout for opportunities to teach and explain the importance of road
safety.”

RACT’s key tips for teaching children to be safe road users:

. Talk about road safety whenever you’re near a busy road with your children
. Hold hands with your children at all times when crossing the road

. Make sure your children are correctly restrained while in the car

. Model road safety behaviours in front of your children

Schools interested in becoming part of the RACT’s community education program can
visit https://www.ract.com.au/community/community-education for more
information and registration.



https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/mbbtCD1vxQc5jmZoi5jzaa?domain=ract.com.au

