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IN FOCUS

If you’re searching for a US ski getaway, swerve Colorado and
Canada’s better known destinations and get a taste of snow-
capped cowboy culture in Jackson Hole, says Nick Savage

[ uAackson HOLE, wy 3
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WHAT'S THE SCORE?

Is Jackson Hole the most zeitgeisty of Ameri... .

€a

towns? It certainly has a lot of fc(tuu"-\- 0 rec..
it for the superlative. The Wyoming regq, Offep. .
haute sophistication of Colorado big-hitte,. Aspe

Vail alongside the intimate, Old West atmosph,,

of Crested Butte, with buckets of Champagnq Posig
dumped in for good measgre: Wheth?r You're loo;
to lavish yourself aprés-ski with rr}ultu»coursc fine
dining or cut loose with cowb.oys in a honky tonk
saloon, there’s a little something for everyon, _ and,
lot of character to boot. '

Perhaps that’s what makes it su.ch a popular
destination with big names. Walk its snowy gt reets oy,
there’s a good chance that you’ll tread Past outdoq,
royalty such as climber and ﬁln.1ma.ker J 1fnmy Chin
or snowboarding G.O.A.T. Travis Rice. It’s been 5 Fig
commodity for donkey’s years amongst Hollywooq
stars such as Harrison Ford and Sandra Bullock, and
has even accrued a few contentious personalitieg over
the years (Dick Cheney and Kanye West - t'he latter
has now, thankfully, moved on). A heady mix of people
are drawn to its bright cowboy lights at the foot of
the Grand Tetons, from ranchers to tech mavens and
everyone between. If you want to get in amongst it,
here’s the best way to experience this underrated
corner of Wyoming’s Rocky Mountains.

WHERE TO STAY

HOTEL JACKSON

............................................

When hitting the pistes at Jackson Hole, one must
decide whether they want to be slopeside in Teton
Village or drink in the Wild West vibes of the town

of Jackson. If you’re staying in the latter, we can’t
recommend Hotel Jackson enough. Located bang in
the centre of the town - a stone’s throw away from the
infamous, Instagram-frequented elk antler archways

of the Town Square - it offers the perfect platform to
salve any aches and pains gleaned on the mountain and
fill the cup with some of the best cocktails around.

Its 55 rooms all exude western sophistication, like
an upmarket John Ford movie set, complete with worn
wood wall panelling, bison rugs and a chocolate, taupe
and mocha colour scheme that coalesces with the local
landscape, Warming up post-slope in front of a private
fireplace feels like wanton luxury, as does slipping
between the three sheets of 3 king-sized bed and
washing off the afternoon underneath a rainshower.

For sustenance, the hotel restaurant FIGS offers an
eclectic Lebanese and Middle Eastern menu - a breath
of fresh air after the superabundance of hearty Rocky
Mountainfare that underpins the town’s dining scene.
However, the cocktail list is potentially even more
alluring, Knocking back a Za'atar Boulevardier made
with smoked oregano Syrup was a highlight of the stay.
Rooms from £485 Der night. 120 Glenwood Street,
Jackson, WY 83001; hoteljackson.com
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ou'd rather get first tracks on the corduroy of the
r cut lines down recently fallen powder in the
d sections, you can’t beat Teton Village,

he idea 1 place t? S.tay here is }deoubtedly the trendy
Hotel Terra, which is in pole pOS‘lthn for ski-in/ski-our

” venience. As easy on the environment as it is on the
co the LEED silver-certified hotel was opened in 2008
:n Z,has pri orjtised_ S.ustajnal?ility every step of the way
it organic amenities running the gamut from sheets

wels to mattresses, not to mention an in-room
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recyding programme.
Guests can soothe any aches and pains in the Chj]] Spa,

which offers a rooftop hot tub and infinity SWimming
ool with aerie-like vistas of the Tetons. There’s also a

cutting-edge fitness centre if you feel you haven’t burnt

enough calories on the mountain. And, while we're on the
subject, for those that prefer to fuel up with classy carbs,
the hotel’s restaurant 11 Vlllagio Osteria offers some of
the best Italian fare in town, drawing from all corners of
the country for menu inspiration.
Rooms from £342 per night. 3335 Village Drive, Teton Village,
WY 83025 hotelterrajacksonhole.com

WHAT T0 DO

RESORT SKIING

There’s no beating around the bush, Jackson Hole is
geared towards those who prefer to push the limits. You
might have heard of Corbet’s Couloir, one of the most
infamous inbound runs of any resort, which requires a
drop-in that can descend to 15 feet when the snow is low
in the chute. After taking a gander down the precipice
I swiftly retreated with my tail between my legs, and
} watched someone careen hundreds of feet down the
mountain after botching their landing.
[ However, there’s still a little something for everyone,
with 133 named trails, 2,500 acres of slopes and 4,139
feet of vertical rise from base to peak. The accepted
knowledge is that about half of the mountain caters to
learners and intermediates.

BACKCOUNTRY SKIING

" If you hop the carmine red Tram to the peak of
Rendezvous mountain and beyond Corbet’s Cabin and
follow the perimeter fence of the resort, you’ll spy a
couple of gates which open up like a wardrobe into a

veritable Narnia of off-piste terrain.

" Coming in at over 3,000 acres, it’s peppered with
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WALK JACKSON'S SNOWY STREETS
AND THERE'S A GOOD CHANGE THAT
YOU'LL TREAD PAST OUTDOOR ROYALTY

WHERE TO DRINK

MILLION DOLLAR COWBOY BAR

Here’s a fun fact. Google ‘most famous cowboy bar in the
world’ and Jackson’s Million Dollar Cowboy Bar will be
the first entry on your screen. Opened in the wake of the
Great Depression in 1937, the venue is deeply woven into
the DNA of Wyoming and has played host to everyone
from presidents to cowpokes. It’s hard to miss when
walking through Jackson, as it boasts one of the most

glorious groves of blue spruce and ponderosa pine
as well as sweeping, sublime bowls filled to the brim
with ice cold cowboy powder. You’ll want to strap on a
transceiver, pack your backpack with a shovel and probe
and brush up on your avi training before heading out
of bounds, but those that dare will be rewarded with
some of the best ‘slackcountry’ skiing — backcountry
withinwalking distance of a resort - in the United States.

generous displays of neon lighting you’re likely to come
across in the county, including one of the eponymous
farmhand holding on for dear life on a ten-foot-tall
bucking bronco. As you do.

Inside, the venue is replete with everything Old West,
including cowboy murals, artwork and animal mounts. To
grab a drink at the bar, you’ll literally have to saddle up as
the stools have been repurposed from packsaddles. At
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left] Skiing in fresh
powder; Jackson
Hole pictured from
the air; Million Dollar
Cowboy Bar’s neon
frontage; a room at
the chic Hotel Terra




