4A KIDS Spring 2020 - this is the third 4A KIDS Kit!



All artworks and images in 4A KIDS are featured courtesy of the artists, with additional imagery provided under creative commons. 4A KIDS
is for educational use only and is a free product produced by 4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art. Visit 4a.com.au to find more 4A KIDS,

art and stories. Shireen Taweel’s profile picture is by Jacquie Manning.




Patterns and Colouring with Shireen Taweel

The natural environment is abundant with colours, forms, and patterns which are
celebrated in the Islamic decorative arts. As an Australian Lebanese artist, my work
begins with drawing designs from the observation of Islamic objects displayed in
museums and the floral and

geometric compositions found

within many mosques. The

interior of mosques often use

different materials like ceramic

tiles, carved wood, metal and

stone to cover the entire space

with patterns from nature.

9

I Image: Devices for Listening (detail), engraved and pierced copper, Shireen Taweel, 2020

In my three drawings | have used a different object as my focus for the pattern. One is
a leaf, another a flower and the other an animal. When creating the designs | thought

about how the objects moved or appeared in their natural environments. How leaves

are blown in the wind either on trees or in the autumn when they are blown across the
ground.

Flowers often grow in bunches, they move according to

different times of the day, like the sunflower turns its flower

to face the sun as it moves throughout the day.

And how do fish move, as a school or on their own, creating
” their own patterns as they glide through the water.

Thanks for colouring with me and 4A Kids!

Shireen Taweel
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Thanks for having fun with 4A KIDS - see you next time
4a.com.au






