AA KIDS Winter 2020 - this is the second 4A KIDS Kit!
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Make Your Own Set of Semaphore Signals with Leyla Stevens

There are many kinds of ways to send a message to someone far away that isn’t through

a phone or a computer. Signals are coded messages, which means that different letters,
sounds or gestures carry special meanings. Some of these ways are related to times when
people had to send secret messages across long distances, like during a war. But also they
could be just for fun, a kind of game.

Semaphore signals are based on an old
oy messaging system in France—where high
stone towers had two wooden arms that
waved flag signals to each other.

A message would be passed down a
line of semaphore towers that were in
sightline of each other, a bit like the
whispers game.

Image: Leyla Stevens, signalmasters (2014) two channel video.

Sailors at sea still use semaphore flag
signals to send messages. Semaphore ~V
signaling is when a person holds two flags to
wave signals to another ship at sea or back to
shore.

Most of these signals are to

communicate in an emergency or to find their
way at sea.
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What you’ll need

Cardboard (cereal boxes work well)
Large sticks for the flag handles
Paint, crayons or markers
to colour the flags
Glue
Tape
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Thanks for having fun with 4A KIDS - see you next time
4a.com.au





