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Word Histories and Futures with Chun Yin Rainbow Chan

If we think about it
this way, words have a
fascinating history living
inside of them. Can they
tell us something about
the people and societies
who once used them?




Activity: Making word sculptures for BH ming, “bright.”

with Chun Yin Rainbow Chan

For this activity, we will be making dough word sculptures. Why dough, you might ask? As we now
know, words change shape and meaning all the time. Dough is squishy and stretchy, so can we use
dough to show the flexibility of words? Not only is it fun to play with, it is also wonderfully easy to
make and bake at home!

STEP 1

Mix flour and salt together in a bowl. Slowly mix wa-
ter, a few tablespoons at a time, into flour mixture until
dough is smooth and easy to handle. Add colouring if
using. Knead dough for 10 minutes and let rest for 20

minutes.
STEP 2

Preheat oven to 1202C.
Get an adult to help you with this!

STEP 3

Form dough into shapes based on the character B ming. You
can be as imaginative or abstract as you want here! Will the two
small parts be joined together? Will the character be completely

? . i
taken apart: (Note: if you want to turn your sculpture into a

necklace or a hanging ornament, add a small
hole to the top of each shape so you can string
them together after they are baked.)

STEP 4

Arrange on a baking sheet and bake in the preheated oven until
dry and hard, about 2 hours.

When done, get an adult to help you get your shapes out of the
oven. Allow to cool completely before assembling.

Once you are done, you can gather your pieces together, or sit
them next to your favourite toy - my BA looked good with my
octopus!

Thanks for learning with me + 4A KIDS!
Chun Yin Rainbow Chan




Thanks for having fun with 4A KIDS - see you next time!
4a.com.au





