
Bubbling under … 127 tonnes of cola sludge. Photo: Courtesy of the artist

COLA rots your teeth and widens your hips, but can it be used to create objects of beauty?

The syrupy black sludge produced by Chinese factory workers boiling up thousands of litres of cola over 12 months suggests the answer is no.

Yet that sludge was transformed into coallike crystals and ground down into ink to create intricate Song dynastystyle landscape paintings by He
Xiangyu.

The 26yearold Chinese artist's Cola Project, which opens at 4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art in Haymarket on March 16, features the black
cola crystals, the tools used by workers to boil the liquid, traditional landscape paintings and a lifesize whitejade skeleton.

''The exhibition is both gritty and refined,'' said 4A's director, Aaron Seeto.

''Jade is precious, cola is every day and a symbol of consumption, Song dynastypainting is revered,'' Seeto said.

''In working with this artist, I was really drawn to his ability to bring together and combine these ideas and comment in gentle ways about their
relationships.''
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He Xiangyu Cola Project
He Xiangyu, Skeleton (2010). Photo: Courtesy of the artist.

1:59PM  Saturday Jun 11, 2016 9,000 online now Do you know more about a story? Real Estate Cars Jobs Dating Newsletters

Crystallising into a scene of beauty

Fairfax Media Network

http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/crystallising-into-a-scene-of-beauty-20120310-1uqyh.html&title=Crystallising%20into%20a%20scene%20of%20beauty
http://www.smh.com.au/action/emailToFriend?id=3114233
http://www.smh.com.au/action/printArticle?id=3114233
http://rightsportal.copyright.com.au/pages/republicationpage.aspx?publisher=fxj&publication=SMH&author=Andrew%20Taylor&title=Crystallising%20into%20a%20scene%20of%20beauty&publicationdate=11/03/2012&url=http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/crystallising-into-a-scene-of-beauty-20120310-1uqyh.html
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=0
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=1
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=2
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=3
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=4
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=5
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=6
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=7
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=8
http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/lifestyle/he-xiangyu-cola-project-20120310-1ur7p.html?aggregate=&selectedImage=0
http://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.drive.com.au/
http://www.adzuna.com.au/
http://www.rsvp.com.au/
https://membercentre.fairfax.com.au/NewsletterSubscription.aspx
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment


Mid Level Dev Ops  Sydney  Full
time
$70,000  $80,000
Sydney, Sydney Region

Marketing & PR Coordinator
(Beauty Brands)
$50,000  $50,000
Sydney, Sydney Region

Retail Operations Support Manager
$80,000  $100,000
Sydney, Sydney Region

JOBS  Search for a job

submit to reddit

Email article Print Reprints & permissions

https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/391881452?se=Z58Q8xBLQaytrMRpz0_y8w&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=32CD40B97BA543586EB21CE521694E91C491347D&utm_content=smh_generic
https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/390129010?se=Z58Q8xBLQaytrMRpz0_y8w&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=9DAC16A25F6615B3EF4DDFA056F2952759C05627&utm_content=smh_generic
https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/391881420?se=Z58Q8xBLQaytrMRpz0_y8w&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=C871615BA033D489BA857CE27058BF8DD9C43BFF&utm_content=smh_generic
http://www.adzuna.com.au/search?utm_source=articlejobboxes&utm_medium=jobbox&utm_content=&utm_campaign=&w=
http://www.adzuna.com.au/search?utm_source=articlejobboxes&utm_medium=jobbox&utm_content=&utm_campaign=&w=
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/crystallising-into-a-scene-of-beauty-20120310-1uqyh.html&title=Crystallising%20into%20a%20scene%20of%20beauty
http://www.smh.com.au/action/emailToFriend?id=3114233
http://www.smh.com.au/action/printArticle?id=3114233
http://rightsportal.copyright.com.au/pages/republicationpage.aspx?publisher=fxj&publication=SMH&author=Andrew%20Taylor&title=Crystallising%20into%20a%20scene%20of%20beauty&publicationdate=11/03/2012&url=http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/crystallising-into-a-scene-of-beauty-20120310-1uqyh.html

