15th Jakarta Biennale showcases Australia-Indonesia artistic collaboration

The artistic dialogue between Indonesia and Australia was highlighted this month with the successful launch of
4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art’'s Veertical Villages: Level Up installation at the 15th Jakarta Biennale.

4A, Australia’s leading Asian Australian contemporary art organisation, has a long history of artistic collaboration
with Indonesia. For over 18 years, 4A has continually fostered artistic and community ties between Australia and
Asiq, this time using their Indonesian experience and networks to mount the ambitious cross-cultural project that is
showing at the 15th Jakarta Biennale, until the end of next week.

4A's Director, Aaron Seeto said of the Vertical Villages - Level Up project;

‘It is a timely demonstration of the real value of long-term, cross-cultural engagement, and people to people links, in
maintaining ongoing regional dialogue.’

Vertical Villages: Level Up is the second phase of a collaboration between 4A Centre for Confemporary Asian Art, Jakarta
based art collective ruangrupa ArtLab and Sydney based arfist Keg de Souza. Earlier this year ruangrupa and De Souza were
artists-in-residence at 4A, during which they investigated the experiences of infernafional students living in Sydney’s CBD.

The socially engaged project draws on links between Sydney and Jakarta, and shared experiences of a diverse group of students
and teachers from international schools and residential developments in Jakarta, as well as Indonesian students living in Australia.
The resulting insfallations examine the role that education has played in increasing mobility and status within the region.

Project Curator Toby Chapman said:

Vertical Villages: Level Up worked closely with expatriate communities and students from various international
schools in Jakarta to initiate a dialogue regarding the role of education in the region. Our research was able fo elucidate how
tertiary education fosters long-term relationships between Sydney and Jakarta.”

Says Seefo;

*AA, and other Australian arts organisations focusing on Asia, play a critical role in sustaining cross-cultural engagement
and fostering connections at the grass roots level.”

Vertical Villages: Level Up is supported by the Australia Council for the Arts, the Australia International Cultural Council,
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Australia Indonesia Council, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
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About Vertical Villages

Vertical Villages: Level Up is the second phase of the collaboration between ruangrupa ArtLab, Keg de Souza and 4A,
presented af the 15th Jakarta Biennale 2013. Vertical Villages: Level Up is based on the theme of the 15th Jakarta Biennale, ‘siasat’
- franslated as “factics” - which unpacks the strategies individuals and communities apply to navigate and negotiate the urban
environment of Jakartfa.

As a continuation of the research in Sydney, Veertical Villages: Level Up investigates the spatial and social experiences of
sfudents who attend infernational or privafe schools in Jakarta, many of whom will migrafe to Australia for a ferfiary education.
Over the last twenty years a number of political and economic facfors have led fo the rise of a middle class in Jakarta. This
development, alongside an influx of expatriate living in the city have influenced spatial changes in Jakarta, including new high-rise
and gated community developments as well as over 120 infernational schools and private colleges

Level Up investigates the nature of these enclaves and the role that education has come to play in people’s desire for increased
mobility and status. The artists engaged with a diverse group of students and teachers from infernational schools to garner
information about what an infernational educational involves. A number of Indonesian students currently studying in Australia were
also interviewed as a means of creating connections between lived experiences of Jakarta and Sydney.

Vertical Villages: Level Up was the only project with an Australian participating artist af the main biennale venue.

For all media inquiries please contact Hannah Skrzynski at hannah@4a.com.au or + 61 412 825 586.
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We believe that Asian cultural thinking will have an important
impact on the future. 4A's aim is fo ensure confemporary
visual art plays a central role in understanding the dynamic
relationship between Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.
Importantly it creates real opportunities and pathways for
Australian art in the region.
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CHROFI We work with significant Asian artists and at the same
time we support some of the youngest and emerging. 4A
is adventurous, ambitious and relevant both nationally and
infernationally, through contemporary arf, we fell a story that
is relevant fo our time.
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