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4Ais pleased to announce three solo exhibitions by emerging artists, Shalini Jardin, Tracy Luff, and Cyrus Tang. These exhibitions
explore the transformative potential of diverse materials including human hair, cardboard and living protozoa. By manipulating these
sometimes strange materials, the artists question the fragility of self, family, and the value systems which define ourselves and others.

Since its inception, 4A has supported emerging Australian arfists to confribute to the wider discussions on cultural diversity
and the issues facing artists in the Asia-Pacific Region. “These three projects have a strong emphasis on materials. The artists
have employed living profozoa, human hair and discarded cardboard in surprising ways,” says 4A Director Aaron Seeto.

Sydney based artist, Shalini Jardin, includes live protozoa which interact with images of her own drawings. Based on her readings of
vedic texts, these delicately rendered drawings of hybrid human and animal combinations have been scaled down to fit on microscopic
slides onfo which droplets of living protozoa are added. The installation presents a large-scale projection of these living beings engaging
with Jardin’s drawings. The work is playful, and the audience experiences the chaotic interaction between real and constructed forms.
Jardin creates a microscopic view of how human, animal and non-animal enfities interact and influence our values and belief systems.

Based in Goulburn, Tracy Luff transforms the mundane material of cardboard into beautiful otherworldly objects and environments.
Her large-organic forms are both familiar and strange, and enable Luff to transcribe her personal experiences into an environment
that an audience can literally walk through. On first arriving fo Australia from Malaysia and moving to NSW, Luff became immediately
aware of the difference in flora and landscape. Her cardboard forms are in part an emotional response to the constantly changing
social, emotional and natfural landscapes surrounding her.

Born in Hong Kong and now working in Melbourne, Cyrus Tang’s object-based works usually self-destruct over time due to the
fragility of their material. For her exhibition at 4A, Tang will presenf Momentary Gleam, a length of hair made from combining
strands of her family’s hair with her own. Hair is seen as both abject and protecting, and sometimes sexual. It also continues
to grow after death whilst the rest of the body begins fo perish and decay. Tang’s use of hair is a way to connect with her
own family — fo understand their separafion over distance and the complex emotional ties that bind them and she uses
an unusual fechnique of soaking the hair in a crystalline solution.. To the arfist, this is a symbolic process of purification.
Once removed from the solution, the residue hardened around the 4-metre strand of hair forming a jewel-like encasing.

For media enquiries, high resolution imagery and interviews please confact Yu Ye Wu media@4a.com.au 0432 810 388

Image: Cyrus Tang, Momentary Gleam
181-187 Hay Street Sydney NSW 2000 info@4a.com.au www.4a.com.au (2011)

fel: 02 9212 0380 fax: 02 9281 0873 Borax, human hair
Open 11am-6pm, Tuesday - Saturday, closed public holidays Courtesy of the artist and Anna Pappas

Gallery, Melbourne

&1, (o) .
,}-‘S‘Vc Communities E .:—{,A [:”YH FSYI]NEY@

arts nsw Australian Government

4A is an initiafive of the Asian Australian Artists Association Inc. We grafefully acknowledge our Principal Patrons: Geoff and Vicki Ainsworth, Daniel and Lyndell Droga; Patrons: Richard Funston, Dr Dick Quan,
John Lam-Po-Tang, Kerr and Judith Neilson; Benefactors: Dr Gene and Brian Sherman AM, ARTCELL; Friends: Ann Lewis, Pefer Fay, Yeehwan Yeoh and Maft Cox, Liane Rossler, Brooke and Steve Aitken, Claire
Armstrong and John Sharpe. The assistance of the Commonwealth Government through the Australia Council, its funding and advisory body; the NSW Government through Arts NSW and the City of Sydney




