Selamat Datang ke Malaysia. Welcome to Malaysia.

Beverly Yong

These warm words salute visitors and homecoming Malaysians alike on the arches that cross the highway as
we drive out of KL International Airport. What is this place we are being welcomed to?

2007 marks the 50th anniversary of Merdeka, Malaysia’s independence from British rule. To celebrate this, it
has also been declared Visit Malaysia Year. It is a year for the world to come and see Malaysia, and a year for
Malaysians to take a good look at themselves in the mirror.

At Independence in 1957, we were left with a legacy of colonial rule and its systems of law and government,
a Malay culture of sultans and their courts, and kampung communities, indigenous tribal cultures with their
own strong traditions *, a large migrant population of mainly Indians and Chinese, busy trading centres and
vast tracts of agricultural estate growing mainly oil palm and rubber.

Today we are classed as a “developing nation”, still building infrastructure at a furious rate, negotiating our
place on the international stage. Our society is multi-ethnic, our culture a hybrid of tribal, Malay, Chinese, Indian,
Western, Middle-Eastern and regional influences. Qur official religion is Islam. We remain rich in natural resources,
and can boast a Formula 1 circuit, once having the world’s tallest building, and a former James Bond girl.

Malaysia is, of course, many other other things, and this modest travelling exhibition attempts to open a wider
window, past the facade. Selamat Datang ke Malaysia is a cultural expo of sorts. It is an exhibition of contem-
porary Malaysian artists on Malaysia, on the one hand playing off the cliches and truisms in how we are asked
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It is not surprising that a number of the works here are about the Malaysian people. Yee |-L:




