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L|FEBOAT #2551 Contemporary media art from Thailand
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Michael Shaowanasai is internationally recognised as one of the leading multi-media and OO DRICIN Y

performance artists to emerge from the South-East Asian region over the last decade. OLARN NETSIRI/

Shaowanasai's works such as The Adventures of Iron Pussy lco-directed with Apichatpong

Weerasetakul] and The Artists of the Moments have developed a cult status as well as inter- — ‘
national distinction via major festivals such as the Venice Biennale 2003 and Berlinale 54.

An active proponent of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender arts scene, his work has _
highlighted a number of social and cultural issues particular to his native country such as _
the sex industry and globalisation.

For his latest project at Gallery 4A, the artist will be curating an exhibition of 16 multimedia : SATHIT SATARASART /

works which comment on the contemporary arts scene in Thailand at present. The project is PRAMOT SENGSON /

entitled Lifeboat #2551 and will feature the works of emerging and mid-career contempo- Momokomotion, still from 7oy, 2008

rary media artists. On the theme of the exhibition, Shaowanasai explains:

“Contemnporary Thai media artists are like passengers in a lifeboat. Stuck together in a SUCHADA SIRITHANAWUDDHI /
small vessel, they must work together to stay afloat and at the same time, they are try- M {

ing to outlive one another. While lost at sea, they are waving and screaming in order to get
any kind of attention hoping to be rescued. Some of them were fortunate and have been
“scooped” by a passing European liner. The rest of them can only watch and hold on to what
they have - their talents, their prides and their hopes.”

Somewhat outcast by their fellow artists for choosing an artistic medium which still strug-
gles for recognition amongst the popular mass, the media artists decide to take the future
into their own hands, and ‘go for broke’ at sea.

Lifeboat # 2551 promises to highlight the new breed of South-East Asian artists who chal-
lenge the traditional way of seeing, creating and expressing their ideas. The exhibition will
include one of Shaowanasal's own works.

Michael Shaowanasai has resided in Bangkok, Thailand since 2001.

Come and listen to Michael Shaowanasai discuss some of the ideas behind Lifeboat #2551
on Saturday, 21 June at Zpm.
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