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PREPARE A FACE TO MEET THE FACES THAT YOU MEET Viruch Pikhuntod

VIRUCH PIKHUNTOD
PREPARE A FACE TO MEET THE FACES THAT YOU MEET

Gallery 4A is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Thai-Australian artist Viruch Pikhuntod. Born in North-Eastern
rural Thailand, Pikhuntod's exhibition Prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet, takes its title from a line in a TS
Eliot poem, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.

Prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet brings together two related streams of Pikhuntod's practice - painting
and papier-mache sculpture. In this exhibition of new work, Pikhuntod works with the concept of ‘masking’, based on
his observations of people’s behaviour in contemporary society, who increasingly wear masks to play out their various
roles. Pikhuntod’s papier-maché masks are modelled after animals. These animal-like roles which we ‘wear’ result in
the "law of the jungle” - where the powerful can often be found bullying the weak.

"People wear masks more and more in contemporary society, friends, normal people, bosses or workers. As long as
there is power, the transformation from innocence can take place.” Pikhuntod says.

Pikhuntod's painting and sculptures are influenced by childhood memories of traditional Thai stage productions of the
Ramayana, an important Hindu literary text, often recounted as masked performances. The repeated triangular form
found in Pikhuntod's paintings is a powerful motif which the artist describes as having Buddhist significance - as a
symbol of a pagoda or a stupa, as well as a reference to the repeated patterns of behaviour within lifetimes, and from
lifetime to lifetime.

“Pikhuntod’s practice brings together aspects of his complex cross-cultural experiences,” says Aaron Seeto, Director
of Gallery 4A. "His paintings are fresh and lively - they bring an important Asian perspective to Australian painting, and
comment on how we live in this contemporary world.”

Prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet will be officially opened by Glenn Barkley, Curator, Museum of Contemporary Art on
Friday 7 November, at 6pm.
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Images: left to right] Prepare a face 1, 2008, pencil and oil on canvas; Rabbit Head, 2008, papier-méché; Untitled, 2008, oil on fabric on canvas. All images courtesy the artist



