
Gallery 4A is proud to present Nostalgia, a solo exhibition of recent work by Shanghai-based artist QIU ANXIONG. 
Internationally acclaimed, QIU is considered to be one of the most exciting artists who has emerged amongst a new 
generation of contemporary Chinese artists. Nostalgia is a key element of Gallery 4A’s program of international 
contemporary Asian art and is an event of the City of Sydney Chinese New Year Festival, which in 2009 coincides with 
the Australia Day celebrations. 

Nostalgia consists of a major solo exhibition at Gallery 4A and a special one-night only screening of key animated 
‘brush and ink’ video works in Gallery 4A’s Cinema Alley an offsite street ‘cinema’ initiative for contemporary video art. 

In Nostalgia, QIU illustrates the passing of time against the frenetic movements of the contemporary world with a 
heightened sense of yearning for time past. The work was filmed in Sichuan province prior to the earthquakes in 
2008. Nostalgia illuminates the plight of the human condition in the artist’s characteristically meditative style and is 
presented as a multi-channel video projection.

On Friday 30th January at 830PM, Parker Street, Haymarket (adjacent to Gallery 4A) will be transformed into a 
temporary ‘street cinema’ for a special one night only screening of Qiu Axiong’s animation-based video art work. 
The screening will include The New Sutra of the Mountains and the Seas based on the ancient Chinese manuscript, 
Classic of the Seas and Mountains. This work, which was presented to critical acclaim at the Shanghai Biennale in 2006 
consists of over 6000 of Qiu’s own original ink-wash drawings. His depiction of a world in transition - of destruction and 
construction is aptly themed for the New Year period, a time for consideration of the world in renewal. 

Qiu Anxiong will be in Sydney and is available for media interviews.
 
Currently based in Shanghai, Qiu Anxiong was born in Sichuan, the south-western region of China in 1972. He graduated from the Sichuan Art 
Academy in 1994 and undertook further training at the University of Kunsthochschule, Kassel, Germany in 2003. Qiu has had solo exhibitions both in 
his native China and in Switzerland and Japan. In recent years he has attracted serious curatorial attention, in 2007 he was selected to participate in 
group exhibitions at the Kunsthaus in Zurich, Switzerland, the Museum of Modern Art in Oslo, Noga Gallery in Tel-Aviv, Israel, and Yokohama Zaim 
Art Centre, Japan and the Contemporary Art Centre of South Australia, Adelaide. In 2006, he was awarded an Honourable Mention at the biannual 
Chinese Contemporary Art Awards placing him among the ranks of artists such as Cao Fei and Zheng Guogu.

QIU ANXIONG / CINEMA ALLEY  is an official event of the 2009 City of Sydney Chinese New Year Festival .

CINEMA ALLEY is an initiative of Gallery 4A and has been sponsored by the City of Sydney and the 
NSW Government through ARTS NSW. The project has been made possible by the generous support of Geoff and Vicki Ainsworth and ARTCELL

MEDIA RELEASE

  
Solo exhibition
NOSTALGIA  QIU ANXIONG
28 January – 28 February 2009
Gallery 4A
181-187 Hay Street, Sydney

Cinema Alley 
Screening of Qiu Anxiong video artworks 
Friday 30 January, 830PM
One night only, Parker Street, Haymarket
FREE EVENT - Bookings required

181-187 Hay Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000
info@4a.com.au
www.4a.com.au

Contact Yeehwan Yeoh 9212 0380 or 0415297359 or email media@4a.com.au
for a Chinese Language media release, more program information, 
hi-res images or media interviews.

Image: still image from Nostalgia, 2008. 



About Gallery 4A

Gallery 4A, the Asia-Australia Arts 
Centre was founded in 1997 as an 
initiative of the Asian Australian Art-
ists Association Inc. (4A, a non-profit 
organization established to present 
and promote the work of Asian-Aus-
tralian artists and a greater under-
standing of diverse cultures through 
the arts. 

Our exhibition program focuses 
on contemporary art practice. Our 
exhibition program is culturally 
diverse, and many of the projects 
and artists who exhibit here reflect 
this diversity. The exhibition program 
has played a significant role in the 
cultural development of this region. 
We also run regular public programs 
including video art screenings and 
artist talks.

The Asia-Australia Arts Centre pro-
vides a vital cross-cultural dialogue 
through an innovative and com-
prehensive program of exhibitions, 
conferences, seminars and work-
shops. Over the past 10 years we 
have exhibited over 300 artists from 
around Australia as well as from 
India, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, China, the USA, the UK and 
New Zealand. 

MEDIA CONTACT
Contact Yeehwan Yeoh on 02 9212 
0380 or 0415297359 or email 
media@4a.com.au 
for further program information, 
images and to arrange interviews. 

Qiu Anxiong

Born 1972 in Sichuan, China
1994  Graduated from the Sichuan Art Academy, China
2003  Graduated from University of Kunsthochschule, Kassel, Germany
Currently lives and works in Shanghai

Solo Exhibition

2007
3rd Lianzhou International Photo Festival, Lianzhou
“Staring into Amnesia” Universal Studio, Beijing
Qiu Anxiong Exhibition, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. Japan
“Minguo Landscape”, Grace Li Gallery, Zurich, Switzerland

2006
“Animation and Painting by Qiu Anxiong”, Hanart TZ Gallery, Hong Kong
Qiu Anxiong selected works, 37SECONDS PROGRAMME SEVENTEEN, 
Big Screen Liverpool, UK

2005
“ Decoding Time-Shredding Narratives”, mixed median exhibition, Bizart 
Art Center, Shanghai

2002
“Painting by Qiu Anxiong”, Hanart TZ Gallery, Hong Kong

Selected Group Exhibitions:

2007
“Video Lounge”, Kunsthaus Zuerich,  Switzerland
“China Power Station Part2”, Arstrup Fearnleys Museum of Modern Art, 
Oslo, Norway
“Animation Painting” San Diego Museum of Art, USA
“Animated Histories”  Noga Gallery, Tel Aviv, Israel
“Chinese Ink Painting”, Guan Shanyue Museum, Shenzhen,China
“Contemporary Visual Art Project SA 2007”, The Contemporary Art Cen-
tre of South Australia, Australia
“Art Lan@Asia” Yokohama ZAIM ART CENTER, YOKOHAMA,Janpan

2006
China Independence Film Festival, Paris, France
“China Power Station” Battersea Power Station, Serpentine Gallery, 
London, UK
“restless”, Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai
6th biennial Shanghai, Shanghai Art Museum
Entry Gate: Chinese Aesthetics of  Heterogeneity  Moca Shanghai
Twelve  CCAA Contemporary Art Awards Shanghai Zhengdai Museum of 
Modern Art
Yellow Box- Contemporary Art in Chinese Space  Shanghai Qingpu  Xia-
oximen

2005
“Gift”, Modern Art Gallery of Hangzhou Normal college
“East Wind – West Wind”, The Creek Art Center

2004
“Four Corners” Singapore Tyler Print Institute
“Exhibition of Celebrating 20 Years of Hanart TZ Gallery” Hongkong Arts 
Centre
“24 Artist from Germany and China”, Alexander Ochs Gallery, Beijing
“Mensa” , Alexander Ochs Gallery, Beijinwg

2003
“New landscapes, New Portraits- Shen Xiaotong, Qiu Anxiong” Hanart TZ 
Gallery Hongkong
“From China with Art”, The Exhibition of Contemporary Chinese Painting, 
Galeri National Indonesia, Jakarta

2001 “Chengdu Biennial”, Chengdu, China










