
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

This yarning circle coincides wiTh The gallery 4a exhibiTion - sPeaKeasy which profiles asian-australian 
history entangled with an aboriginal history of australia. The exhibition draws its title from the illegal and underground bars which 
operated during the prohibition period in 1920s america – out of sight, below the radar, yet part of a vital cultural dialogue. in this 
exhibition, the title refers to the longstanding contribution of indigenous and asian history, often overlooked in australia’s colonial 
history. This exhibition delves into previously untold stories in australia and marks a fundamental shift in thinking about intercultural 
relationships, politics and geography. The exhibition charts a range of relationships between indigenous artists and asian people and 
culture, through the familial, the political, the pre-colonial and periods of trade. 
 

about the speakers:

Fiona Foley  was born in Maryborough, Queensland in 1964. she completed a certificate of arts at the east sydney Technical college 
in 1983, during which she was a visiting student to st Martins school of art, london. From 1984 to 1986 she undertook a bachelor 
of Visual arts at sydney college of the arts, and in 1987 she completed a diploma of education at the sydney institute of education, 
sydney University. Throughout her career Fiona has taken an active role promoting indigenous identity and was co-founder of the 
boomali aboriginal artists co-operative, sydney in 1987. in 2003, she was appointed adjunct Professor at Queensland college of art, 
griffith University. in 2004, Foley completed an international studio and curatorial Program residency in new york, and has since 
also been resident artist at the University of woolongong (2006) and sydney college of the arts (2006).

Foley has exhibited extensively throughout australia and overseas including gallery 4a, sydney; the Museum of contemporary art, 
sydney; The University of Queensland art Museum, brisbane; heide Museum of Modern art, Melbourne; campbelltown arts
centre, new south wales; brooklyn Museum, new york;  Queensland art gallery, brisbane; Ucla Fowler Museum of cultural
history, Usa;  whitney Museum of american art, new york and the institute of Modern art, brisbane. her work is held in most 
national collections throughout australia. 

Professor n M nakata (b.ed.hons.Phd) is chair of australian indigenous education & director of Jumbunna indigenous house of 
learning at the University of Technology, sydney and honorary research Fellow Mitchell library. he is the first Torres strait islander 
to receive a Phd in australia. his current research work focuses on higher education curriculum areas, the academic preparation of 
indigenous students, and indigenous knowledge and library services. he has presented eighteen plenary and keynote addresses at 
national as well as international conferences in ten countries, and published various pieces on indigenous australians and education 
in various academic journals and books in australia and abroad. his book, disciplining the savages-savaging the disciplines 
<http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/find_a_book/recent_releases/disciplining_the_savages> , was published in 
2007 by aboriginal studies Press.

EvEnts CalEndar

◊ exhibition opening
 Friday 25 september 6-8pm

◊ Fiona Foley and Professor Martin nakata in conversation. convened by Vernon ah Kee
 saturday 26 september, 2pm
 yarning circle presented in association with the Jumbunna indigenous house of learning University of Technology sydney

◊ saturday afternoon literature event
 saturday 10 october, 2pm
 Presented in association with giramondo Publishing and the University of western sydney writing and society research group   

181-187 Hay Street 
Sydney NSW 2000
info@4a.com.au  
www.4a.com.au  

tel: 02 9212 0380  
fax: 02 9281 0873

Open 11am-6pm, 
Tuesday - Saturday, closed public holidays

gallery 4a is an initiative of the asian australian artists association inc (4a). we gratefully acknowledge our Principal Patrons geoff and 
Vicki ainsworth; daniel and lyndell droga and dr dick Quan; Patrons richard Funston, John lam-Po-Tang, Kerr and Judith neilson; 
benefactors Peter Talbot and dr gene and brian sherman aM and Friends ari and lisa droga, Phillip haw, david droga, richard and 
Margie holden, Visasia, annika droga-susskind, isabella and sam droga, ann lewis, Peter Fay, yeehwan yeoh and Matt cox, liane 
rossler, brooke aitken, claire armstrong and John sharpe. The assistance of the commonwealth government through the australia 
council, its funding and advisory body, the nsw government through arts nsw and the city of sydney.

SPEAKEASY
THE YARNING CIRCLE - PUBLIC PROGRAM: 
2PM SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 
AT GALLERY 4A 

ARTIST FIONA FOLEY AND 
PROFESSOR MARTIN NAKATA wILL jOIN SPEAKEASY 
CURATOR VERNON AH KEE FOR A CONVERSATION 
CHARTING SOME OF THE ISSUES ARISING FROM THE 
ExHIBITION

PRESENTED IN ASSOCIATION wITH THE jUMBUNNA INDIGENOUS HOUSE OF 
LEARNING UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY SYDNEY


