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Eric Bridgeman is an emerging Brisbane-based artist who employs film, photography
ond performance fo interrogate and subvert racial and gender stereofypes
underpinning national identities of confemporary Australia and Papua New Guinea.

Baby Boom (2008) is part of Bridgeman'’s The Sporf and Fair Piay of Aussie Rules
(2008-09) serigs. The child-like antics of Bridgeman’s ficfional characters directly mock
our conditioned notions of masculinity. What appears ike childhood games is in fact
an exaggeration of the ritualistic activities of masculine stereotypes such as frodesmen

In 2009, Bridgeman travelled through remete parfs of the Chimbu (Simbu) Province,
his mother country in the Highlands of PNG. As he was born in Australio, Bridgeman
became increasingly conscious of his own ‘white” Australian presence. The Fight (2010)
is based on the ethnographic conventions, from Mofional Geographic to Irving Penn, that
aide in the promotion and consumption of Papua New Guinea as Australia’s nexi frontier.
Bridgeman fimed ftwe groups of men from his own clon, the Yuri. Through
acling out Wesiern sfereotypes of fribal war, The Fight parodies the history of
representation and the subsequent impact on the national and cultural identity of PNG.

Bridgeman’s works are smorf, witty and irreverent, creating alternative scenarios and
archetypesthatuse humourto exposetheserious implications of culturally imposed identities.

Bridgeman studied at the Queensiand College of Art and Griffith University. He has
exhibited at 4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Ari, Sydney, the Queensiand Centre for
Photography, Australian Centre for Photography Sydney, Next Wave Festival Melbourne,
Bundaberg Regional Art Gallery, Institute of Modern Art Brisbane, and Wooloongabba
Art Gallery Brisbane. In 2007, he received the Queensiand Artworkers Alliance Award.
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