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To FEP members and European publishers

Dear members, dear publishers,

What an extraordinary year for publishers' representation at European
level! Dear friends, as 2025 draws to a close, we can all rejoice in the
successes achieved by FEP. FEP champions the interests and values of
publishers and books in general.

Before discussing the Deforestation Regulation, allow me to remind you
of what else the Brussels team, with the help of its members, the
national associations, has achieved this year. | invite you to share this
letter with your members who, thanks to the combined efforts of FEP
and yourselves, benefit from legislation that better promotes publishing
and reading.

At FEP, we monitor all issues that could affect European publishing. In
terms of copyright, the recently published Study on copyright in
distance education and research: exploring the role of copyright in
facilitating access to digital collections of libraries and other public
interest institutions also reflects the concerns of publishers who, without
denying the importance of public institutions in the dissemination of
knowledge, are private companies that must at least break even
financially. We will continue to highlight the realities of the sector and
ensure that copyright protects creation and its dissemination.

At FEP, we have actively participated in discussions on artificial
intelligence and will continue our work to ensure that developers of this
technology respect our intellectual property.

At FEP, we continue to monitor the late payment issue (legislation
which would have required our customers to pay us within one month
of delivery), which is still before the Council of Ministers. Last year, we
obtained a vote from the European Parliament excluding books from
the scope of this Regulation. The final text has not yet been adopted
and FEP remains mobilised.

At FEP, we have actively worked to exclude books from the scope of
the Regulation on Deforestation. Let me remind you where we are
coming from: on 29 June 2023, the Regulation on Deforestation-free
Products (EUDR) entered into force. The objective was to limit
deforestation linked to the expansion of agricultural land linked to the
production of commaodities such as cattle, wood, cocoa, soy, palm oil,
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coffee, rubber, and some of their derived products, such as books — a
key point in our advocacy was to contest the treatment of books as
commodities. Under the Regulation, any operator or trader who places
these commodities on the EU market, or exports from it, must be able
to prove that the products haven’t contributed to forest degradation.
The bureaucracy that such legislation would have created for
publishers (and wholesalers and booksellers) would have entailed
considerable costs for our sector. It was also completely at odds with
the way our supply chain works. In December 2024, the European
Union granted an additional 12-month phasing-in period. In November
2025, on the initiative of FEP and other organisations in the sector, an
amendment was adopted by 449 MEPs to exclude printed products,
including books. And in early December, the Council of Ministers and
the Parliament cemented an agreement that excluded books.

Without FEP and its members, publishers would have been subject to
this legislation, resulting in additional costs and preventing many books
from reaching their readers.

Let us all rejoice in these collective successes and work together next
year to consolidate our results and continue to champion books and
reading, subjects in which European institutions take the greatest
interest.

Happy holidays and a very happy 2026!
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Sonia Draga
President
Federation of European Publishers



