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Introduction

CAE (Centre for Adult Education)

A leading provider of adult and community education, the

CAE has been providing lifelong learning opportunities since
1947. After more than 75 years, we continue our strong focus
on delivering nationally recognised and accredited training

as well as non-accredited short courses, and connecting the
community through socially inclusive practices that recognise
diversity and creativity. Located in the arts and café hub of
Melbourne, we also provide online learning and adult education
delivery in other locations, CAE offers a vibrant and supportive
adult learning environment, flexible learning, skills recognition,
practical training and supervised work placements. cae.edu.au

CAE Book Groups

Each Book Group makes their annual selection of books from
the titles in Dialogue, as well as choosing meeting dates and
times, members, and where to meet (e.g. a private home, a
café or library). From international award winners to debut
authors, we have over a thousand books to choose from. Most
of our books are accompanied with discussion notes, including
questions that can be used to frame group discussion. CAE
Book Groups has a long history, reflected in our selection of
titles, and in the way the notes are written. We like to think of

it as a great trip down memory lane. We hope you do too.

Using Dialogue

Reactions (feedback on books our members have read), as
well as staff favourites, are included here to provide a broad
perspective on titles. Reactions from our groups provide vital
feedback to CAE staff and members are encouraged to share

their reactions on our website. Our catalogue includes 3 indexes:

Author (arranged alphabetically by author surname), Title and
Box Number. The Title index also advises which books are
available as large print editions. Titles are grouped thematically,
with fiction and nonfiction titles often sitting side by side. You will
find a description of themes in the content list. Please ensure

all members of your group have access to Dialogue, which can
be downloaded as a PDF from our website or browsed online

at www.cae.edu.au/bookgroups or scan the QR code.

Borrow an eBook

As part of your CAE Book Groups membership, you can
borrow an eBook version in addition to the print copy. To be
added as an eBook patron, please ensure you have completed
the registration of interest on the enrolment form. Please note
our eBook library does not contain all titles from Dialogue.
Titles have limited availability and some are only available on
request for support with increased visual accessibility.

@ Large Print @ Fiction @ Non-fiction

© Short Stories

Book Groups Online

Book Groups Online (www.cae.edu.au/bookgroups) is an
online platform that allows you to browse the catalogue and
perform enrolment tasks such as entering book selections and
meeting dates. You can also use Book Groups Online to change
your details throughout the year such as delivery address and
contact details. If you would prefer not to use Book Groups
Online, you can use the Selections and Enrolments forms at

the back of this catalogue. If you need assistance with Book
Groups Online, please email us at bookgroups@cae.edu.au

BOOK
GROUPS
ONLINE

www.cae.edu.au/bookgroups

Theme lcons
o Fiction @ Large Print
@ Nonfiction Q Adapted Books
o Short Stories Q Book Group Favourite
New Icon )
4 Book
Cover
Book Title The
? Testaments
Author » Margaret
Atwood
< Literary
Prize

The much-anticipated follow-up

to Atwood'’s dystopian classic

The Handmaid'’s Tale. Fifteen years

after the events of the previous

novel, three women from Gilead
Year risk their lives to tell their story.

Published A story of hope and courage, and
a thrilling read for our times.

Themetype » @ 2019 448pp B2330 ¢ Box

Number
Number
of Pages ¢— Group
Reaction

Group Name 9§ Nicole P, Book Groups Staff Member

Q Adapted Book & Book Group Favourite
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Join or Start a Book Group

Starting a Book Group

CAE Book Groups is a great way to connect with other readers
in your community. Get together with friends, neighbours or
colleagues to discuss the kind of books that might appeal to you
as a group and then choose a suitable time and venue. Once you
have between 8 to 15 people and have decided on the number
of discussion meetings you would like to have, you are ready to
take the next step of electing a CAE Book Group Secretary.

Email us at bookgroups@cae.edu.au to receive a New Group Pack
S0 you can begin selecting your books.

Joining a Book Group

If you would prefer to join an existing group, please contact us
S0 we can help you find a group in your area and confirm the
appropriate pro-rata fee. To ensure that you and the new group
are the right match, your first meeting with the new group is free.

Running a Book Group

CAE Book Group Secretary

Secretaries provide a permanent delivery address for books and
liaise with CAE staff on book selections, payments, and enquiries
from potential new members. Secretaries are vital to the success
of a book group and ensure that CAE keeps in touch with the
needs of each group. The role of secretary can rotate between
group members from year to year. The secretary can log in to
Book Groups Online to choose books, allocate meeting dates
and view enrolled members.

Where do CAE Book Groups meet and how often?

CAE Book Groups choose to receive CAE books either 6,
9 or 11 times a year. Groups choose the time, place and
format of meetings and direct their own discussions.

Books available for loan

Each month, CAE selects a book from the list of possible
titles that your group has chosen from Dialogue. Groups
have the option of requesting books in priority or random
order. We only send books on your selected list.

CAE discussion notes

Stimulate your meeting with our discussion notes. While
there is no formal tuition or assessment, the majority

of books are accompanied by specially commissioned
notes written by experienced note writers — including
well-known Australian authors — complete with discussion
questions. More than just a book review, these notes

are guaranteed to help get your group talking.

How much time do we have to read the book before the discussion?

Books are delivered to the Group Secretary prior to the scheduled
meeting. Members collect their copy of the book at the meeting
from the Secretary and then meet again the following month to
discuss the book they have just read and collect their next book.

How does each group receive and return books?

CAE sends a box in advance of each meeting to the delivery
address nominated by the Secretary. Books are returned to
CAE via the Secretary via courier. Prepaid return labels are
included in the book tubs. Groups operate most efficiently when
books are returned to — and collected from — the Secretary

by each individual member at the scheduled meeting.

What do | get for my fee?

Fees cover the delivery and return of book boxes each month and
access to the CAE eBook catalogue. Each box contains copies
of the selected book (maximum 15 copies) and notes on loan for
each individual member. Group Secretaries should only distribute
books to paid members. Group members can also sign up for
CAE Book Groups Newsletter to receive timely news on events
and competitions, and book reviews by CAE Book Groups staff.

Victorian Annual Membership Fees 2024 (per member)

1 $163 $155 $111 $97

9 $152 $144 $103 $91

6 $122 $115 $86 $75
Interstate Annual Membership Fees 2024 (per member)

1 $186 $164 $129 $109

9 $168 $149 $118 $99

6 $131 $117 $92 $78
Enrolment form

Please see page 77 of Dialogue for an enrolment form, or you can
download it via our website www.cae.edu.au/book-groups.

The enrolment process can be handled by post, email or
phone. If you are eligible for a seniors or concession fee,
you must provide a photocopy or scanned copy of your
Seniors or Concession card. Students are also eligible for
a discount (same as the seniors’ fee). For more details on
discount eligibility, please see our website or contact us.
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Growing Up, Moving On

Exploring the experience of childhood and finding one’s way in the world.
This chapter celebrates both fiction and non-fiction coming-of-age stories.

About a Boy ©

Nick Hornby

Will, a 36-year-old bachelor who

is delighted to be child-free, gets
mixed up with 12-year-old Marcus
and his newly separated mother.
This entertaining novel is about
families, being a man, being a kid ...
and the importance of being cool.

@ 1998 286pp B1706

A delightful and interesting
book. The characters were well
drawn and the social situations
were believable and realistic.

Malvern East 16

All the Pretty Horses ©
Cormac McCarthy

SHORTLISTED

National Book Award

While not a formula western or a
‘man’s book’, this novel has very
American themes. At 16, John
Grady Cole leaves the Texan ranch
where he grew up but has no future,
s0 he can ride into the Mexican
frontier. He finds adventure, romance
and rough male justice. Strong
masculine point of view, powerful
landscapes and distinctive style.

@ 1992 302pp B1481

Amnesty
Aravind Adiga

LONGLISTED
Miles Franklin Literary Award

Denied refugee status after fleeing
Sri Lanka, a young man lives in
difficult circumstances in Sydney as
he attempts to build a new identity
as a cleaner. But then he learns that
one of his clients has been murdered
and he thinks he knows who the
killer is. Should he tell the police and
thereby risk being deported, or keep
quiet and allow the killer to go free?

@ 2020 352pp B2337

An Australian Son
Gordon Matthews

An extraordinary life story without
literary pretensions. Adopted into

a Melbourne family in the 1950s,
Matthews’ distinctive colouring set
him apart at school. In adolescence
he lost the sense of where he
belonged, until he identified as
Aboriginal. His search to uncover
his origins opens up questions of
adoption, colour and Aboriginality.

O 1996 230pp B1503

(D Large Print @ Fiction

Bad Blood

Lorna Sage

In Lorna’s bizarre upbringing in a
North Wales town, her dissolute
vicar grandfather and furious
grandmother are dominating
figures. ‘A totally unexpected

book ... rackety, painful, sometimes
menacing and mad. Out of it all she
has made something devastatingly
funny, full of characters and full of
exhilarating resilience and sly wit,
said reviewer Anthony Thwaite.

® 2000 281pp B1663

Balzac and the Little
Chinese Seamstress ©
Dai Sijie

During Mao’s Cultural Revolution,
two sons of doctors are sent to
the country for ‘re-education’.

To keep sane, they have a sense
of humour and some distraction
from the charming daughter of a
local tailor. When they discover a
suitcase full of forbidden literature,
new worlds open for them.
Delightful, funny and unexpected.

© 2001 172pp B1671

Deceptively simple and very
picturesque. Everyone in the group
loved it. It was like reading a painting,
very descriptive. A wonderful book and
the writer is so clever at telling stories.
Most of us were ignorant of the Cultural
Revolution and found it very interesting
to see how the characters coped. The
humour was enjoyed, it was great.

Sydney Women'’s Club 2 Tuesdays

Barn Blind

Jane Smiley

This is a striking study of a woman
of powerful will. Entirely focused
on the world of horses and riders,
Kate has conscripted all four of
her children in the service of her
vision. But their own adolescent
natures assert themselves, and
events move to a conclusion

the family has never imagined.
Written with superb insight into
human nature and the young.

Q[ 1980 218pp B1433

Barracuda ©

Christos Tsiolkas

From the author of The Slap comes
an exploration of class, identity and
the meaning of success. Danny,
from a working class background,
obtains a scholarship to a prestigious
college and builds his identity on
becoming an Olympic swimming

@ Non-fiction

O Short Stories

champion. But what happens
when things come crashing down?
Explicit language and content

may offend some readers.

0 2013 516pp B2202

The Bean Trees

Barbara Kingsolver

Young Taylor Greer has grown

up poor in rural Kentucky and
achieved her first two aims - to
avoid becoming pregnant and to get
away from her hometown. She buys
an old car, heads west, acquires

an unexpected responsibility,

stops somewhere in Arizona, and
begins a surprising new life.

0 1988 246pp B1869

The Bell Jar ©

Sylvia Plath

The only novel by this well-known
poet. A brilliant treatment of the
effect of society’s expectations

on a sensitive young woman who
went to England, married the poet
Ted Hughes, had two children and
committed suicide seven years later.

@ 1963 260pp BO188

Believe in Me %

Lucy Neave

This moving and deeply personal
novel explores the relationships
between mothers and their children
across three generations. The book
questions what we can ever truly
know of our parents’ early lives, even
as their experiences weave ineffably
into our identities and destinies.

@ 2021 308pp B2359

The Boy in the
Green Suit
Robert Hillman

WINNER
National Biography Prize

In 1965, 16-year-old Robert Hillman
boarded a boat for Ceylon, wearing
a green suit and carrying a suitcase
of books and a typewriter. When
the ship arrived in Athens instead,

a penniless Hillman began an
adventure that led him to Istanbul,
Tehran and Kuwait. Punctuated by
tales of growing up in rural Victoria,
this is a tender, funny memoir of

a young writer-in-the-making.

O 2003 232pp B1872

Q Adapted Book

Breath ©
Tim Winton

WINNER

Miles Franklin Literary Award

When paramedic Bruce Pike
arrives too late to save a boy found
hanged in his bedroom, he senses
this lonely death is an accident.
Pike, too, was once addicted to
extremes, barely knowing when to
stop. Winton’s ninth novel returns
to the remote West Australian
coast and the fictional universe

of Sawyer. Simple yet profound,
Breath is a moving story of youth’s
reckless compulsion to oblivion.

@ 2008 216pp B1992

Butterfly
Sonya Hartnett

SHORTLISTED

Miles Franklin Literary Award

Plum Coyle is nearly fourteen
and on the fringe of her peer
group. When her glamorous
next-door neighbour Maureen, a
young wife and mother, befriends
her, Plum feels reinvented.

But Maureen has an ulterior
motive for taking Plum under

her wing. Gripping, disquieting
and beautifully observed.

@ 2009 215pp B2045

The Catcher in the Rye ©
J.D. Salinger

Holden Caulfield is a 16-year-old
American boy who has just flunked
out of his third smart school. His
own values reveal that he has a
deep intuitive sense of what has
gone wrong with the culture to
which he belongs, and the book

is written from his point of view
and in his American period slang.

@ 1951 224pp BO257

Cat’s Eye

Margaret Atwood

A Canadian painter, returning

to Toronto for a retrospective
exhibition of her work, is caught
up in a reflection of her life and of
the driven relationship with her
‘best friend’, Cordelia. Comic,
mind-stretching, terrible in its grasp
of children’s needs and cruelties,
hopeful —and a compulsive read!

0@ 1988 421pp B1249

& Book Group Favourite



uQ butnoyy ‘dn buimoun

The Chosen

Chaim Potok

Two young Jewish boys growing
up in Brooklyn around the time

of the World War Il study the
Talmud together, but differences
in upbringing, attitude and belief
create tension in their friendship.
Will Danny, the Rabbi’s son,
become a Rabbi himself or will he
break with tradition? Zionism, the
birth of the state of Israel and the
destruction of the European Jews
are important themes in this novel.

0 1966 281pp BO121

Coda
Thea Astley

Kathleen’'s memory and body
show signs of failing, but she is
still her feisty, independent self,
wanting to lead her own life. How
long, she wonders, before she
becomes a dumped granny? In
this brilliant small book, with its
glittering satiric wit and aching
poignancy, Astley is at her best.

@ 1993 188pp B1436

A Complicated Kindness
Miriam Toews

This Canadian novel examines

a family whose life within their
fundamentalist Mennonite
community has reached a crisis
point. The narrative voice of teenage
Nomi is superbly sustained; her voice
funny, dark and piercing. Tuned in to
every hypocrisy yet barely conscious
of her own confusion, she is torn

by her love of those who have left
and the father who remains.

@ 2004 246pp B1920

David Copperfield

Charles Dickens

This partly autobiographical novel
wonders ‘whether | shall turn out
to be the hero of my own life’. A
wonderful blend of comedy and
pain, with Dickens’ unforgettable
characters: the Micawbers and
Murdstones, Mrs Gummidge, Uriah
Heep, Miss Betsey and Mr Dick.

0 1850 920pp B0224

Drinking Coffee
Elsewhere
ZZ Packer

Surprising, witty and involving,
these eight stories are connected
by themes of race, black identity,
religion and belonging. They
range from a teenager who flees
the Pentecostal fanaticism of her
hometown, finding herself in a
dangerous world of drugs and
sexual exploitation, to a girl who

stages a political sit-in at a local café.

00 2003 243pp B1829

Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close
Jonathan Safran Foer

Foer explores grief through the
eyes of 9-year-old Oskar, whose
father died in the 9/11 World

Trade Center disaster. Oskar is an
intelligent, sensitive and creative kid,
whose business card lists Inventor,
Amateur Entomologist, and
Origamist as some of his interests.
When he finds a mysterious

key in his father’s wardrobe, he
embarks on an investigation to
help him understand his loss.

0@ 2005 326pp B1922

For Today | Am a Boy
Kim Fu

As the only son of Chinese
immigrants, Peter struggles with
the strong patriarchal expectations
of his parents — especially as he
has always felt he should have
been born a girl. This delicately
handled coming-of-age novel
follows Peter and his sisters as
they journey into the wider world,
finding their places and conquering
the shadows of the past.

@ 2014 256pp B2203

A Fortunate Life

A.B. Facey

Abandoned as a child by

his widowed mother in the

late 1890s, Facey endured
extraordinary hardships in the
pioneering days of the Western
Australian wheat-belt, as he
experienced Gallipoli, survived
the Depression and, having
taught himself to write, penned
this powerful autobiography.

O 1981 326pp BO360

Fresh Fields

Peter Kocan

With little money, an indifferent
mother and no home, a shy
14-year-old boy drifts between
the city and the bush, becoming
alienated and distrustful. Fresh
Fields is a dark portrait of the
evolution of a loner sustained
only by a potent inner-life, where
love and death are increasingly
confused. As a lonely, silent
teenager in 1966, award-winning
novelist Kocan shot and injured
Arthur Caldwell, the federal
opposition leader of the day.

@ 2004 373pp B1880

The Getting of Wisdom

Henry Handel Richardson
A semi-autobiographical account
of Laura, a Victorian country

girl whose quirky individuality
creates awkwardness in the
conformist atmosphere of a

girls’ private boarding school.

@ 1910 240pp BO131

Ghost River
Tony Birch

Ren and Sonny dedicate their free
time to exploring the Yarra River and
its secrets, stories and adventures.
The Yarra winds itself through their
lives as the boys grow, and they
must eventually find the courage to
face the threats to their river — but

at what cost? An atmospheric and
haunting novel from the bestselling
author of Shadowboxing and Blood.

@ 2015 305pp B2230

The Go Between
L.P. Hartley

A study of early adolescence, as

an old man recalls his boyhood in a
country house in the 1920s. His life
has been shaped by involvement in
the relationships and traumas of three
adults. A profound novel about social
stratification, adolescence and the
sometimes destructive effects of love.

OO 1953 280pp BO187

The Hanging Garden
Patrick White

Critics have hailed this posthumously
published novel as an unfinished
masterpiece. It is World War Two,
and a pair of children are sent to

a house with a wild garden that
overlooks Sydney Harbour. White
tenderly explores the Sydney of his
childhood, the nature of war, and
the ceaseless human yeamning for
connection. This is an unexpected
opportunity to re-connect with

an iconic Australian novelist.

0@ 2012 240pp B2161

Hello, Goodbye

Emily Brewin

Set in 1968 during the time of the
Vietnam War, sheltered 17-year-
old May Callaghan’s future is

torn apart when she gets ‘in
trouble’ with her high school
boyfriend Sam, who has moved
to Melbourne and is awaiting his
conscription orders. Once she
can no longer hide from small-
town gossip and her conservative
Catholic mother, May takes a train

to Melbourne and meets feminist
Ruby and indigenous student
Clancy who introduces her to
the liberal anti-war movement
that changes her life forever.

0 2017 344pp B2271

The Highest Tide

Jim Lynch

13-year-old Miles O’Malley is an
avid beachcomber who discovers
a rare giant squid washed up on
the mudflats of the Washington
state coast. Miles becomes an
overnight sensation, attracting
attention from scientists, spiritual
healers, and media vultures. This
charming coming of age story is
funny and well-paced, and raises
lots of material for discussion.

@ 2005 246pp B1924

His Illegal Self
Peter Carey

Che is the precocious son of
radical student activists. Raised
in isolated privilege and denied
access to television and news,
his timely rescue pitches him
into a hippy commune in the
jungle of tropical Queensland.
Here he slowly confronts his
life, learning that nothing is as it
seems. Carey lends his narrative
wizardry to a beautiful story of
love between mother and son.

@ 2008 288pp B2020

Hoi Polloi

Craig Sherborne

This boyhood memoir has a
startling vividness. Its comedy
and pathos derive partly from
the remorseless candour with
which Sherborne portrays his
social-climbing parents and the
sexual fumblings of adolescent
boys. His parents move to
Sydney from a small New Zealand
town, where they hope to join
the ‘hoi polloi’, as his mother
mistakenly calls the upper crust.

2005 197pp B1908

Honeybee

Craig Silvey

A heart-breaking but life-affirming
novel which throws the reader
headlong into a world of petty
theft, extortion, botched bank
jobs, daring dog rescues and
one spectacular drag show. At its
heart is Sam: a solitary, resilient
young person battling to navigate
the world as their true self.

0 2020 432pp B2367

How the Light Gets In
M.J. Hyland

A bright 16-year-old cannot wait
to escape from the poverty of her
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family life in Sydney. Living as an
exchange student with an American
family seems like a dream come
true, but things quickly begin

to unravel. A masterly study of
adolescent spirit, defiance and
longing for acceptance, as well as
the complexities of family dynamics.

@ 2003 317pp B1820

Excellent book for discussion, the
group were divided on opinions
which led to a lively discussion and
debate. Beautiful poise and sense
of unease, some asked why, what's
the point, others deeply moved

by the character’s experience.
Belconnen South

The Hundred
Secret Senses
Amy Tan

SHORTLISTED

Orange Prize

Two half-sisters link the Chinese and
American cultures when the life of
five-year-old Olivia is taken over by
her older sister’s traditional Yin world
of ghosts and stories. For thirty
years she struggles to get away from
them and live a ‘normal’, American
life. But the marvellous story unfolds
to surprise her, and us, into other
ways of seeing life in both countries.

@ 1995 345pp B1468

| for Isobel
Amy Witting
SHORTLISTED

Miles Franklin Literary Award

The small but unrelenting cruelties

of Isobel’'s unloving parents make
her life a misery, but her struggle for
creative self-knowledge is sustained
by glimpses of kinder adults and

by the enchantment of words and
writing. A shapely and vivid evocation
of day to day Australian life.

@ 1989 158pp B1246

This is a clever book and bought
many positive and negative
comments including, "I loved it. It was
brave to write on this subject", "All the
characters had problems", "l found it
hard to deal with". A sad and strange
book, with a very sad family life.
Sydney Women'’s Club 2 Tuesdays

Jasper Jones
Craig Silvey

SHORTLISTED

Miles Franklin Literary Award

Summer, 1965. Charlie Bucktin, a
bookish boy of thirteen, is startled
by an unexpected visitor: Jasper
Jones, an outcast in the regional
mining town of Corrigan. Rebellious
and solitary, Jasper represents

(D Large Print @ Fiction

danger and intrigue, so when he
begs for Charlie’s help, Charlie
nervously follows and witnesses
Jasper’s horrible discovery.

@ 2009 368pp B2061

The Kite Runner

Khaled Hosseini

Amir and Hassan have an eventful
childhood set against a backdrop
of tumultuous Afghan history,
from the fall of the monarchy

and Soviet intervention, to the
flight of refugees for America.
When unforeseeable events

take Amir back to Afghanistan

in the rise of the Taliban regime,
he must right old wrongs in this
poignant, moving exploration

of love and responsibility.

@ 2003 324pp B1860

The Life and Times of
the Thunderbolt Kid
Bill Bryson

In 1950s Des Moines, lowa, Bill
Bryson is the thunderbolt kid. Via
this superhero persona (with a
handy death-ray for zapping morons)
he vividly recalls the experiences

of his childhood in baby-boomer
America, and draws on a fascinating
breadth of social history to bring
alive an era of unprecedented
affluence and downright weirdness.

O 2006 309pp B1970

Lilian’s Story

Kate Grenville

The exuberant but painful story
of a child born in Sydney in 1901,
who bursts beyond constraining
stereotypes to make herself as
large and unique as her own sense
of life. Lilian will stay with you
long after you finish this moving,
exceptional and unique novel. A
must-read for any Grenville fan.

O 1985 211pp BO819

Middlesex
Jeffrey Eugenides

WINNER

Pulitzer Prize

Because of a rare genetic
deficiency, the narrator is a born
intersex. The book covers a startling
family history of Greek-American
migrant experience and moves

into an evocation of Callie/Cal’s
predicament: in this either/or world,
what does it mean to discover

that one is both and neither?

@ 2002 529pp B1792

@ Non-fiction

©® Short Stories

Everyone loved it. The book is complex
but humorous. It was compassionate
and rich in its characterisation

and plot development. The book
generated a wonderful discussion.

Hervey Bay

Milkman
Anna Burns

WINNER

Man Booker Prize

An utterly original novel that explores
coming of age in Northern Ireland
during the Troubles. Burns’ strange
and ambiguous protagonist (nhamed
Middle Sister) is a brilliant narrator,
and through her unique point of

view, we are delivered a novel that

is all too familiar, and at the same
time, completely foreign. Milkman’s
captivating prose and portrayal

of the stigma of standing out, the
pressure for conformity, static gender
roles and the divisions that exist in
society will defy reading expectations
and provoke a rich discussion.

0 2018 360pp B2297

Miss Gymkhana, R.G.
Menzies and Me
Kathy Skelton

Skelton was born in 1946 and grew
up in seaside Sorrento, Victoria.
Subtitled ‘Small Town Life in the
Fifties’, this book is a portfolio of
snapshots and anecdotes evoking
a world of red-hot ‘commos’, the
young Queen, strict Catholics, the
Petrovs, Billy Graham, the Olympic
Games and the Saturday matinée.
Sure to provide laughs of recognition
and a wave of reminiscences.

O 1990 153pp B1278

Mister Pip

Lloyd Jones

After civil war trouble reaches Matilda’s
tropical island, one white man remains.
When Mr Watts begins to read aloud
from Great Expectations, Dickens’
hero Pip comes alive for Matilda,

but on anisland at war, imagination
can be a dangerously provocative
thing. This is a moving, uplifting

love letter to books and reading.

@ 2006 220pp B1959

Modern Interiors
Andrea Goldsmith

After forty-one years of prosperous
marriage, Philippa Finemore is
widowed. Hoping to be not only

a grandmother and babysitter,

she makes major changes in her
life — but the family circle responds
with indignation and fury.

@ 1991 242pp B1414

Mudeye
Bary Dowling

Dowling’s memory is precise and
detailed. His clear, sensuous writing
brings to life the highly individual past

Q Adapted Book

of the boy and his family; the provincial
city of Ballarat — its lake, shops,
schools, churches; the surrounding
farms; the people. An emotional

and powerful autobiography.

O 1995 266pp B1465

¢

Old School
Tobias Wolff

SHORTLISTED

PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction

In'an American boys’ school in 1960
where a strong culture of literature and
writing prevails, writers Robert Frost,
Ayn Rand and Ernest Hemingway
visit to judge a literary competition,

the prize — a private audience

with the writer. This exploration of
adolescent identity, writing and

the complexities which surround
ambition, offers much to discuss.

@ 2003 195pp B1889

One of the Wattle Birds

Jessica Anderson

In the days before her exams, Cecily
is more concerned with questions
about the recent death of her mother
than with study. Her need to make
sense of things provides the action in
this funny and engaging study of the
brio and independence of the young.

@ 1994 192pp B1419

uQ butnoyy ‘dn buimoun

Oranges Are Not

the Only Fruit

Jeanette Winterson

A young girl’s world is forever
changed when she falls in love

with another girl. Winterson skilfully
portrays the ensuing emotions

and confrontations common to all
human experience — but particularly
acute in an evangelical household.

@ 1985 171pp B1312

The Outcast

Sadie Jones

In 1957, 19-year-old Lewis travels
home from prison in the south of
England. His return echoes his
father’s return from war a decade
earlier, before his mother died

in a tragic accident. Her death
strained the relationship between
Lewis and his father, and as time
blends Lewis’ grief with anger,
childhood friend Kit’s attempts to
help will release dark secrets.

@ 2008 345pp B2040

Out Stealing Horses
Per Petterson
WINNER

Independent Foreign Fiction

15-year-old Trond witnesses the
sudden breakdown of his friend,
the first in a series of incidents in
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the fateful summer of 1948 leading
to the destruction of his family. This
coming of age tale explores the
relationship between father and son,
and the impact of war. Winner of the
International IMPAC Dublin Award.

@ 2005 264pp B1993

Over the Top with Jim
Hugh Lunn

Journalist Hugh Lunn was born in
Brisbane in 1941. This engagingly
down-to-earth book evokes his
boyhood in the 1940s and 50s
and is a breath of fresh air. Full

of resonances for anyone who
knew Australia in those years.

O 1989 272pp B1311

Past the Shallows
Favel Parrett

SHORTLISTED

Miles Franklin Literary Award

A deceptively simple story about
two brothers growing up on the
wild Tasmanian coast, and the
tragedy that fractured their family
beyond repair. The raw island
landscape frames this story.
Austere prose belies a book of
great sensitivity and power. This
debut novel is effortless and
commanding, and the last third
of it absolutely shattering. You
will not forget Harry and Miles.

@ 2011 254pp B2127

What a gem this book turned out to
be. Good for discussion, thoroughly
enjoyable. Easy to read and well-
written. Parrett is clever in the subtle
way she evolves the story. You get
to know there is more there in the
back story, and you can relate to

the different characters — some you
like, some you detest, some you feel
sorry for. What comes through most
though is the author's love for the
sea and surfing. The descriptions
made you feel you were there and
could feel the life of the waves.

Glen Waverley Ralton Renegades

o
Pomegranate 6
& Fig
Zaheda Ghani
This lyrical and evocative story
reveals the political entanglements
and family dynamics that re
heightened and shattered by
conflict, taking us from the
streets of Herat in Afghanistan
in the 1970s, invaded by Soviet
forces, to India in the 1980s,
to the suburbs of Sydney.

0 2022 288pp B2392

The Promise
Damon Galgut

In apartheid dominated South
Africa, a Black woman is given

the promise of her own land by a
dying property owner. But after the
funeral, that promise is ignored.

As decades pass and the family
assembles, can they ignore the
repercussions of a broken promise?

@ 2021 304pp B2393

Purple Hibiscus
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Commonwealth Writers’ Prize

15-year-old Kambili grows up in
sheltered privilege in a Nigeria
ravaged by political unrest. She
lives in fear of her fanatically
religious and tyrannical father, a
charismatic Catholic patriarch.
When Nigeria is shaken by a military
coup, Kambili and her brother are
sent to live with their aunt, which
allows Kambili to blossom in a new
life amid the turmoil of the old.

@ 2004 307pp B1933

The Puzzles of Childhood
Manning Clark

The author of the six-volume
History of Australia undertakes

the history of his own early years,
from his infancy to his Melbourne
Grammar days. His memories
focus on his intensely religious
parents whose existence together
was riven by various conflicts.
Moves between Sydney, Kempsey,
Phillip Island and Belgrave.

O 1989 213pp B1258

Ride on Stranger

Kylie Tennant

Written with a sly humour, this
novel tells of the trials of the
‘impossible’ Shannon Hicks sent
off to live with a doughty aunt at a
tender age. The aunt is impossible
too, so Shannon makes her own
way in the world of the unskilled,
conmen, eccentrics and losers,
the world of Sydney in the 1930s.

@ 1943 301pp B0928

The Road from Coorain
Jill Ker Conway

This evocative, readable
autobiography of the author’s life to
her mid-twenties conveys day-to-
day details — the smells, sounds,
weather, plants and people.

Why did she leave Australia for a
distinguished intellectual career,
and how did her family and the
drought-vulnerable plains of their
sheep property in New South
Wales shape her sensibility?

O 1989 238pp B1289

Romulus, My Father
Raimond Gaita

WINNER

Victorian Premier’s Award for Non-Fiction

From a life whose events were
often historically horrific and
personally tragic emerges an
extraordinarily brave and dignified
man. Deep gratitude infuses his
son’s frank, truthful biography.

It allows us to see how wisdom,
compassion and an ethical sense
are developed in a growing child.

O 1998 208pp B1554

Roundabout at Bangalow
Shirley Walker

This Australian memoir moves from
a childhood in the lush rainforests
of the Byron Bay hinterland to
farming a sugarcane property

in north Queensland; from the
restrictive small town life of Grafton
to an enjoyable time as a mature
age student at university. Walker
has a keen eye for her human and
natural surroundings and her writing
unfolds in a dryly amusing voice.

O 2001 232pp B1805

Saving Jessie

Imogen Clark

Only names have been changed
in this true story of a Canberra
family who discover that their
youngest child is addicted to heroin.
Intelligent, talented and loved,
Jessie did not fit the stereotype
of the young person who turns
to drugs to escape from pain or
abuse. A candid, unsensational
account of a family trying to learn
how far it is possible to help.

O 1999 277pp B1741

Shadowboxing
Tony Birch

A collection of ten linked stories
about the life of a boy growing up

in Melbourne’s Fitzroy during the
1960s. Michael’'s world is one of
simple pleasures, family life and
love, punctuated by random acts of
brutality. The reader follows as he
matures into a sensitive adult who
can forgive, but never quite forget,
the past. A fascinating snapshot of
working-class life in inner-city Australia.

@0 2006 178pp B1912

Sing Fox to Me

Sarah Kanake

In 1986, 14-year-old Samson and his
twin brother Jonah are sent to live with
Clancy, the grandfather they’ve never
met. As Samson, who has Down
Syndrome, begins to understand

the situation, both Jonah and Clancy
fallinto a wild obsession to find the
Tasmanian tiger, a mystery linked to
Clancy’s long-missing daughter.

0@ 2016 264pp B2248

Skylarking
Kate Mildenhall

Based on true events, the novel
revolves around the friendship
between Kate and Harriet, two
daughters of lighthouse keepers in

an isolated coastal town of late 19th
century Australia. As the pair approach
womanhood, the arrival of fisherman
McPhail finds Kate torn by jealousy
for McPhail’s attention toward Harriet.
Then, one moment at McPhail's

hut, Kate’s life is forever changed. A
heart-breaking novel that explores the
complexity of adolescent friendships
and the price we pay for our mistakes.

0@ 2016 288pp B2249

The Smallest Color

Bill Roorbach

In this fast-paced, funny, dark first
novel, Roorbach builds an engaging
portrait of the turbulent 60s in the

USA: free love and drug experiments,
the naive innocence of some and the
restless violence of others. Gradually,
the entwining tales join — strands of the
present and past, the man of 45 and
the boy of 15, the 1960s and the 1990s.

@ 2001 325pp B1810

Solid Bluestone
Foundations
Kathleen Fitzpatrick

Former Associate Professor

of History at the University of
Melbourne, Kathleen Fitzpatrick
evokes her South Melbourne
girlhood, with its tensions between
Protestant grandfather and Irish
Catholic grandmother, trade and
public service, her schooling and
early university experiences. Full
of Australian people and places.

O 1983 210pp B1290
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Spies
Michael Frayn
WINNER

Commonwealth Writers’ Prize

Set in Britain during World War I,
Spies takes us into a world under
threat, but a threat situated in the
imaginings of two small boys living
out the Blitz in a middle-class
suburb. Superbly written, this novel
combines suspense, anguish,
humour and surprising twists.

@ 2002 213pp B1691

Tell Me I'm Here

Anne Deveson

When her son Jonathan was

17, Deveson realised he had
schizophrenia. Here she traces
seven years of his iliness, showing
the fear and anguish which this
condition produces in patients

and in those close to them. An
important book — informative, warm,
humane, and deeply moving.

O 1991 269pp B1342

There Was Still Love
Favel Parrett

WINNER

Indie Book Awards

SHORTLISTED

Stella Prize

Prague, 1938. On the brink of war,
Eva’s actions will change the course
of her life. Forty-two years later and
halfway across the world, children
and families try to find each other. A
tale of two women binding families
together across time and distance,
and how love keeps us connected.

@ 2019 224pp B2331

The Tin Moon

Stephen Lacey

‘We had the rocket up on three
house bricks and were ready to
light the petrol,” begins this nerve-
fraying account of young boys’
doings in a small town outside
Sydney. From a 10-year-old’s
viewpoint, we take in kaleidoscopic
impressions of school, family, new
words and a world which offers
endless scope for getting into
everything — including trouble. A
cliff-hanging novel in which hilarity
blends into darker comedy.

@ 2002 300pp B1693

@ Large Print

@ Fiction

Tirra Lirra by the River
Jessica Anderson

WINNER
Miles Franklin Literary Award

Nora Porteous returns as an old
lady to the Queensland town of
her girlhood. With an ironic eye,
she reviews her experiences there
and tries to place them amongst
the various strands of her life. A
brilliant novel, free from illusion.

@ 1978 141pp BO120

Too Close to the Falls

Catherine Gildiner

Growing up in respectable 1950s
Lewiston, Catherine Gildiner had a
highly unusual childhood. Probably
today’s hyperactive child, Cathy was
set to work in the family pharmacy
at age four under a doctor’s orders.
Prescription delivery rounds provided
a fund of anecdote and escapade
that Gildiner uses to brilliant effect

in this captivating memoir.

O 1999 350pp B1798

Tuvalu

Andrew O’Connor

Outsider Noah exchanges his
directionless life in Melbourne for

a dead-end teaching job in Tokyo.
His absent girlfriend and inability to
speak Japanese are perfect excuses
for isolation until the gorgeous,
manipulative Mami Kaketa crashes
into his life. This intriguingly offbeat
debut explores love, lust, honesty
and commitment. Perceptive and
droll, O’Connor captures the darker
side of the expatriate experience.

@ 2006 347pp B1957

Uncle Tungsten

Oliver Sacks

Sacks takes a look at himself,
unearthing the source of his scientific
curiosity in a sometimes troubled
childhood in wartime Britain. He
was born into a distinguished,
scientifically oriented London family,
and developed a fascination with
metals, gases, chemistry and the
discoveries of pioneer chemists.

An unusual, warm and witty book.

O 2001 337pp B1661

Under My Skin

Doris Lessing

An outstanding 20th-century
autobiography, this first volume
takes Lessing from her African
childhood to London in 1949. Her
freedom in the African landscape,
her turbulent relationship with her
parents, her intense involvements
with people, politics, and everything
around her are conveyed with
keen intelligence. Small print.

O 1994 419pp B1565
@ Non-fiction

©® Short Stories

Unpolished Gem
Alice Pung

Set in Melbourne’s western
suburbs, this documents the arrival
of Pung’s Cambodian Chinese
family to Australia in the 1970s.
Populating her pages with eccentric
characters, she captures the
essence of the Asian immigrant
experience. This meditation

on cultural difference is also a
coming-of-age story of a talented
woman struggling to balance her
parents’ dreams with her own.

O 2006 282pp B1958

The Voluptuous Delights
of Peanut Butter and Jam

Lauren Liebenberg

In Rhodesia in the late 1970s, Nyree
and Cia’s father is conscripted to
fight against the black freedom
fighters. The sisters inhabit an
innocent world, roaming their
run-down colonial farm, until their
damaged, orphaned cousin Ronin
arrives. A beautiful, sad story about
childhood in a time of civil war.

@ 2008 245pp B2015

Warlight
Michael Ondaatje

LONGLISTED

Man Booker International Prize

From the bestselling author of
The English Patient comes a
gripping historical narrative that
questions what remains after war.
In 1945 siblings Nathaniel and
Rachel have been abandoned by
their parents, and left in the care
of a man they suspect might be
a criminal. They are drawn into
his circle of friends who seem

to want to protect and educate
them. Twelve years later, Nathaniel
reflects on this experience, and
how this time has shaped his life.

@ 2018 304pp B2295

What Was Lost
Catherine O’Flynn

WINNER

Costa Book Award

Ten-year-old junior detective Kate
follows ‘suspects’ at a shopping
centre and befriends a man
called Adrian. But when she
disappears, Adrian falls under
suspicion. Years later, Adrian’s
sister Lisa and security guard
Kurt glimpse a little girl on the
centre’s security cameras.

Could it be Kate?

@ 2007 242pp B1996

Q Adapted Book

When the Night Comes
Favel Parrett

Isla and her brother see the world
in grey until Bo enters their lives.
A cook on a Danish ship bound
for Antarctica, Bo lodges with
them while his ship is in port,
expanding Isla’s world with his
stories. This is an enchanting tale
about the magic of the ocean, the
mysteries of the universe, and of
life and death, darkness and light.

@ 2014 256pp B2225

When We Were Orphans

Kazuo Ishiguro

A celebrated detective is driven

to solve the mystery of the
disappearance of his parents when
he was a child. The novel becomes
a disturbing, challenging exploration
of the relationship between the
colonial British, China, and Japan,
and of the way simplistic ideas

of oneself and the world might
distort reality. Set in England and
Shanghai in the early and mid-20th
century, this is an ironic, complex
and deeply moving tragic comedy.

@ 2000 368pp B1652

Wildlife
Richard Ford

In the summer of 1960, the town of
Great Falls, Montana, is ringed by
fires. When young Joe’s father loses
his job and goes off firefighting,

his mother meets Warren Mitchell.
In spare, understated prose Ford
evokes a young male making his
way in a world of adult upheaval
which he only partly comprehends.
This is a moving, memorable read.

@ 1990 162pp B1293

¢

uQ butnoyy ‘dn buimoun

The Yield
Tara June Winch

WINNER

Miles Franklin Literary Award

WINNER

Prime Minister’s Literary Award

SHORTLISTED

Stella Prize

August Gondiwindi returns home
after her grandfather’s death. She
has been living on the other side
of the world for a decade. But the
home she left is not the same,

and she is confronted by the news
that a mining company is trying

to repossess their family home.

An exploration of language and
land, connection to home and
Indigenous rights, Winch’s novel of
a culture dispossessed is a marvel.

@ 2019 352pp B2336
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Animal, Vegetable,
Miracle

Barbara Kingsolver

When bestselling author Barbara
Kingsolver and her family move
from suburban Arizona to rural
Appalachia, they take on a

new challenge: to spend a year
eating locally produced food.
Part memoir, part journalistic
investigation, and complete with
original recipes, this book makes
a passionate case for putting the
kitchen back at the centre of family
life, and diversified farms at the
centre of our diet. Small print.

O 2007 352pp B2006

Are You Somebody?
Nuala O’Faolain

Roddy Doyle said of this remarkable
memoir: ‘Writing about herself,
Nuala O’Faolain has also written
about Ireland. It is a cruel,
wounded place — and this book
has become an important part

of the cure’. This extended 1998
edition, subtitled The Life and
Times of Nuala O’Faolain also
includes almost 200 pages of her
lively and perceptive journalism.

O 1996 434pp B1591

The Bass Rock
Evie Wyld

A tale of three women on the
Scottish coast, spanning different
eras — the eighteenth century,

the aftermath of World War

Two and the present day, each
subject to toxic masculinity and
isolation but finding power and
support from other women.

0@ 2020 368pp B2338

Black and Blue
Veronica Gorrie

With a great gift for storytelling and
a wicked sense of humour, Veronica
Gorrie explores the impact of racism
on her family and her life, the impact
of intergenerational trauma resulting
from cultural dispossession, and
the inevitable difficulties of making
her way as an Aboriginal woman

in the white-and-male-dominated
workplace of the police force.

@ 2021 241pp B2360

The Bloody Chamber
Angela Carter

Carter’s subversive re-telling of
familiar fairy tales restores their
power to surprise and even

to shock. Female or feminist?

This sensual, daring and varied
collection can provoke strong
reaction and discussion. Small print.

@ 1979 126pp B1318

The Chase
Ida Mann

To be female, born in England

in 1893, and to leave school at

16 without university entrance
qualifications: these seem unlikely
beginnings for Oxford’s first woman
professor. This is a rare account of a
woman whose passion for medical
work is central to her dauntless and
long life which included travelling,

a passionate marriage in her fifties
and work documenting and treating
trachoma in Indigenous Australians.

O 1986 217pp B1197

Chocolat
Joanne Harris

‘We came on the wind of the
carnival. So begins this magical
tale of Vianne, her daughter
Anouk, and a chocolate boutique
nestled in the tiny French village of
Lansquenet — seductive, sensual
and just a little mischievous. It's
the Church versus chocolate when
the locals are tempted, the priest
outraged. Try me ... test me ...
taste me ... Who can resist?

@ 1999 394pp B1633

The Countess from
Kirribilli

Joyce Morgan

Elizabeth von Armin may have

been born on the shores of Sydney
Harbour but it was in Victorian
London that she discovered society
and society discovered her. She
made her Court debut before Queen
Victoria at Buckingham Palace, was
pursued by a Prussian count, and
married into European aristocracy.

O 2021 316pp B2362

The Courtesan’s Revenge
Frances Wilson

Bornin 1786, Harriette Wilson
became one of the celebrated
courtesans of Regency London.

She entranced men with her wit and
character as much as her beauty. Her
conquests included royalty, at least
three Prime Ministers and the Lord
Chancellor. When her rich former
lovers refused to pay her an annuity
Harriette exacted her own revenge
on the aristocracy, eliciting the Duke
of Wellington’s famous retort: ‘publish
and be damned’. Small print.

O 2003 359pp B1815

Death in the Ladies’
Goddess Club

Julian Leatherdale

Kings Cross, 1932. Aspiring crime
writer Joan Linderman is living the
bohemian life. One night she is
thrown into a real crime when one
of her neighbours is murdered.
Determined to find the culprit, Joan’s
secret investigation leads her into
the lives of Sydney’s richest and its
seedy underbelly. A riveting mystery
with plenty of colour and style.

0 2020 400pp B2315

Desert Flower
Waris Dirie &
Catherine Miller

Waris Dirie tells her life story in this
co-authored book. A Somali desert
child, she suffered her people’s
customary genital rituals, but at
age 12 escaped from an arranged
marriage. After years of domestic
service, Waris is now an international
model and Special Ambassador
with the United Nations. Direct and
without introspective profundity,
this is genuinely ‘the extraordinary
journey of a desert nomad’.

O 1998 369pp B1744

The Diaries of
Jane Somers

Doris Lessing

The editor of a successful women'’s
magazine, Jane Somers is elegant,
competent, self-assured and
self-contained until her attention

is claimed by a tiny, fierce old
woman who lives nearby, ill and

in poverty. A difficult alliance
develops between the two.

@ 1984 510pp B1270

Divine Secrets of the
Ya Ya Sisterhood
Rebecca Wells

When an utterly original mother-
daughter team get into a savage
fight over a New York Times article
that refers to the mother as a ‘tap
dancing child abuser,” the fallout
is felt from Louisiana to New
York to Seattle. But Vivi’s intrepid
gang of life-long girlfriends, the
Ya Yas, unforgettable Southern
belles, sashay in and conspire to
bring everyone back together.

@ 1996 356pp B1682

Drawn from Life

Stella Bowen

During her art school years in
England, Stella Bowen met
avant-garde artists of her day and,
eventually, the writer Ford Madox
Ford. The two lived together for

ten years, first in Sussex where

their daughter was born, and later

in France. Witness the literary and
artistic world of Paris in the 1920s and
1930s, the difficulties of doing work of
your own while playing handmaid to
the genius of another, the struggle to
bring up a daughter and the break-up
after Ford’s affair with Jean Rhys.

O 1941 303pp B1811

Edna Walling and
Her Gardens
Peter Watts

Peter Watts describes the life,
career, style and influence of

Edna Walling, a writer as well as a
gardener. Generations of Australians
have been able to absorb the Walling
philosophy on plant groupings,
colour, pathways, rockwork, and the
integration of house and garden.

O 1991 136pp B1988
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Elizabeth David
Lisa Chaney

England was still in the grips of post-
war food rationing when Elizabeth
David'’s first books appeared,
French Country Cooking and A
Book of Mediterranean Food. With
her evocations of vibrant colours
and flavours, she captured the
imagination of a generation of cooks.
Daughter of a Conservative MP she
was courageous and independent,
a complex character whom one
reviewer called ‘an elegant, witty,
charming minor monster’.

O 1998 482pp B1734

Excellent Women

Barbara Pym

... practically anything may be

the business of an unattached
woman with no troubles of her
own, who takes a kindly interest

in those of her friends.” Set in the
shabby-genteel world of flats,
academic societies and tea rooms
of London after World War I, with
an Austen-like ear for dialogue.

@ 1952 238pp BO776

The Eye of the Reindeer
Eva Weaver

In 1913 Ritva is only sixteen when
she is shipped off to Seili, an
asylum for troubled women on an
island in southern Finland. Her only
hope comes in the form of Martta,
a headstrong indigenous Sami
woman with whom she embarks
on a bold escape to the North, a
mythical place of reindeers where
freedom is possible. The novel
explores love, family and betrayal
and an exploration of the indigenous
Sami people of Scandinavia.

@ 2016 384pp B2257

A Fence Around
the Cuckoo
Ruth Park

Alively account of Ruth Park’s early
years in New Zealand. We see

the dense bush of that country’s
isolated regions, the Maori people
whose lives intersected with hers,
the dramas within a battling Irish
Catholic family, and the intense
poverty during the Depression years.

OO 1992 294pp B1372

First Lady

Kay Cottee

Following her triumphant return
after 189 days at sea, Kay Cottee
was named 1988 Australian of the
Year. Here is her detailed account
of the voyage — its highs and lows,

(D Large Print @ Fiction

the extremes she endured, and the
dangers presented by icebergs,
whales, rocks and huge seas.

O 1989 226pp B1373

Fishing in the Styx

Ruth Park

This second volume of Ruth Park’s
popular autobiography is set in
Australia. Her warm, frank record
reveals an admirably productive
life — as writer of ‘everything’, wife
of D’Arcy Niland, mother of five,
and, above all, a getter of wisdom
in work, trouble, loss and joy.

OO 1994 302pp B1406

Follow the Rabbit

Proof Fence

Doris Pilkington &

Nugi Garimara

Nugi Garimara tells the story of three
young girls who in 1931 escaped
from the Moore River Native
Settlement north of Perth intending
to walk home to the northern desert.
We see the realities of social policy
at that time, but the focus is on an
extraordinary effort of willpower,
knowledge, strategy and stamina.

O 1996 133pp B1756

Friends, Lovers,
Chocolate
Alexander McCall Smith

In this second novel in the Sunday
Philosophy Club series, Isabel
Dalhousie is an Edinburgh philosopher
whose niece Cat has decided to
take a holiday. Isabel agrees to help
out at her delicatessen. One of the
customers has recently had a heart
transplant and is being haunted by
memories he feels are not his own.
Isabel soon finds herself following
another risky investigation.

@ 2005 297pp B2051

From Strength

to Strength

Sara Henderson

Marriage to a glamorous American
soon becomes life in a tin shack,
in a sea of red dust on a remote
Northern Australian cattle station.
On Charlie’s death, Sara discovers
he has left her with massive debt
and a failing property which

she manages to rebuild.

O® 1992 337pp B1376

From the Beast
to the Blonde

Marina Warner

Warner’s book explores the origin of
fairy tales in women'’s culture, using
symbolic means such as magic
castles, impossible tasks, beasts
and blondes to address urgent life
issues. A difficult, stimulating and
sumptuously illustrated book.

O 1994 458pp B1444

@ Non-fiction

©® Short Stories

The Full Cupboard of Life
Alexander McCall Smith
The fifth book in the No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series. Mma
Ramotswe has been approached
by a wealthy lady to investigate
several suitors. Are these men just
interested in her money? Alexander
McCall Smith’s ‘novels are ...
extremely funny: | find it impossible
to think about them without
smiling’ — Mail on Sunday (UK).

@ 2003 212pp B2049

The Geography
of Friendship
Sally Piper

Twenty-year-old friends Samantha,
Nicole and Lisa set off through the
bush, but none of them realise what
impact this adventure will have on
them or the danger they will face.
Decades later, they decide to revisit
this hike to find what they have lost.
A story of the value of friendship and
how time changes us. [Contains
language and scenes that some
readers may find confronting.]

0@ 2018 264pp B2294

Getting Equal

Marilyn Lake

This ‘History of Australian Feminism
is an eye opener, full of lively, sharp
and generous portraits of significant
(often forgotten) women and

telling (often amusing) anecdotes.
Can a mother be an independent
woman? Do you want to be equal?
Hugely readable and discussable.

O 1999 316pp B1759

The Girls

Robin Levett

Levett draws on an amazing
memory and a sprightly, comic,
forceful disposition to restore her
part of the Australia of the 1920s
and 30s and her war service in the
40s. You'll find it all here: Sorrento,
South Yarra, the Hermitage,
Toorak College, the National
Gallery School, the WRANS and
WAS(B), post-war England; the
adventurous freedoms and startling
constraints of her girlhood.

O 1997 264pp B1533

Girl, Woman, Other
Bernardine Evaristo

Grace, an orphan. Winsome, a
young bride. Morgan, who used
to be Megan. Twelve different
characters and a portrayal of

Q Adapted Book

contemporary Britain like no
other, this outstanding and
complex novel will get you
talking. Some readers may find
certain scenes confronting.

@ 2019 464pp B2319

Gravity Well

Melanie Joosten

A beautifully constructed novel

told from the points of view of

two very different women: Lotte,

an ambitious and free-spirited
astronomer returning home after

a devastating diagnosis, and her
former best friend Eve, whose
passion for sound is matched by
her entry into motherhood. Joosten
intelligently employs the use of
gravity and solar systems to depict
the complexity of relationships,
collision of timelines, and the
drifting apart and coming together
of family: both the family that we are
born to and the ones we choose.

@ 2017 288pp B2272

Hanna’s Daughters
Marianne Fredriksson

From 1871 three generations of

a Swedish family live through
marked social change: from
primitive rural life to industrialised
society to the information age. A
complex chronicle of women’s lives,
unsentimental about the burdens of
family history, gender and character.

@ 1994 299pp B1617

Hidden Lives

Margaret Forster

Which lives are significant, and
why? Forster’s ‘family memoir’
traces three generations of women:
her grandmother, her mother

and herself — of working-class
background, born and raised

in Carlisle, an industrial town in
North England, each experiencing
radically different circumstances
and opportunities. ‘Let no one
say that nothing has changed,
that women have it as bad as
ever,” Forster concludes.

O 1995 309pp B1510

The House of the

Spirits

Isabel Allende

This is the beautiful, touching story
of the Trueba family, following their
lives through the post-colonial
social and political upheavals

in Chile in the Latin American
magic realism style. Follow volatile
patriarch Esteban, his wife Clara,
their daughter Blanca and their
granddaughter Alba in this epic
novel of love, magic and fate.

@ 1985 491pp B1176

& Book Group Favourite

11



12

| Don’t Know How
She Does It

Allison Pearson

A young mother juggles time for
her family while struggling with
the ‘old boys’ network’. Will she
cope? Often hilarious, sometimes
sad, this novel portrays working
motherhood in the 21st century.

@ 2002 357pp B1785

In the Company of
Cheerful Ladies

Alexander McCall Smith

In this sixth book in the No. 1
Ladies Detective Agency series,
Precious Ramotswe is now married
to Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni, but life

is still full of mishaps, mysteries
and personality clashes.

0@ 2004 264pp B2050

The Invisible Woman
Claire Tomalin

This biography opens up the world
of Ellen ‘Nelly’ Lawless Ternan, an
actress who at age eighteen met
older, married Charles Dickens.
Tomalin makes a strong case for
their parenting of illegitimate children.
She follows Nelly’s life through the
decades after Dickens’ death.

O 1990 333pp B1512

Jane Austen: A Life
Claire Tomalin

The heroines in Austen’s six novels
inhabit a world of stability and
continuity, yet Tomalin sees Jane
Austen as a woman living on the
margins of a competitive, money-
oriented world, part of a lively,
chaotic family and a more volatile
character than previously thought.

O 1997 358pp B1583

Brighton East 4

Jane Eyre

Charlotte Bronté

Jane moves from a harsh, orphaned
childhood to Thornfield Hall, where
she falls in love with Mr Rochester,
and is menaced by the madwoman in
the attic. Her quest for independence,
in romantic circumstances, has
exceptional emotional power.

@ 1847 560pp BO024

Joan Makes History
Kate Grenville

The several Joans whose stories
animate this book put women into

the action of the last two centuries
of Australian history. Vivacious,
diversified vignettes are set into
the narrative of Joan and Duncan,
who also appear in Lilian’s Story.

@ 19886 285pp B1202

The Kalahari Typing
School for Men

Alexander McCall Smith

The Kalahari Typing School for
Menis the fourth volume of the
bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series. Precious Ramotswe
has competition from a new EX CID,
EXNY, EX cellent detective agency
and Mma Makutsi, who believes

in ‘enterprise with compassion’,
runs evening classes for men.

0 2002 210pp B2009

Lessons in
Chemistry
Bonnie Garmus
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your
average woman. In fact, Elizabeth
Zott would be the first to point out
that there is no such thing. But it's
the early 1960 and her all-male team
at Hastings Research Institute take
a very unscientific view of equality.
Except for one, a brilliant Nobel-
prize nominated grudge-holder who
falls in love with — all things — her
mind. True chemistry results.

0 2023 400pp B2391

The Little Coffee

Shop of Kabul

Deborah Rodriguez

Sunny, a café proprietor, needs

a plan to keep her customers
safe; Halajan, her 60-year-old
landlady, is willing to risk all for love;
young, pregnant Yazmina needs
protection; Isabel is a journalist
with a story of her own; Candace,
a wealthy American, follows her
Afghan lover to Kabul. This novel
captures the fears and longings of
each woman making a life under
the watchful eyes of the Taliban.

02011 304pp B2124

A Long Way from No Go
Tjanara Goreng Goreng
She began life without the
advantages of her non-Indigenous
peers, yet she showed great
courage and talent. Facing many
obstacles, including sexual and
racial abuse, Tjanara proved herself
remarkably resilient. This memoir

highlights the mistreatment and
systemic barriers faced by aboriginal
women in education, the courts

and the public sector, in a life story
of bravery at overcoming barriers.

O 2020 304pp B2346

Madeleine
Helen Trinca

Late blossoming author Madeleine
St John (The Women in Black)

was brilliant and troubled. This
biography follows her childhood

in Sydney to years in London
council flats, culminating with the
publication of four acclaimed novels
in the last decade of her life.

2013 272pp B2194

Malinche’s Conquest
Anna Lanyon

The gifted young woman who
translated for Cortés in his 16th-
century conquest of Mexico is
remembered by the Mexican elite as
a traitor but is celebrated in popular
legend. Lanyon uncovers her ‘survival
amid catastrophe’ to see the luminous
traces of a woman who was among
the founders of modern Mexico.

O 1999 233pp B1739

Miss Austen
Gill Hornby

Twenty-three years after the death of
Jane Austen, her sister Cassandra
visits the Fowle household in Kintbury,
where she unearths a collection of
family letters, the contents of which
she is determined to hide. In the
correspondence she delves into
secrets of Jane's past, and her own.
A beautiful imagining of the life of the
Austen sisters, based on the real-life
mystery of Jane's lost letters.

0@ 2020 352pp B2325

A Month of Sundays

Liz Byrski

Adele, Judy, Ross and Simone know
each other through an online book
club. When Adele decides to invite
the group to the Blue Mountains, they
finally meet in person. The books they
bring reveal more about themselves
and force them to face their fears.
Alove letter to books and readers

0@ 2018 352pp B2299

Morality for Beautiful Girls
Alexander McCall Smith

In the third in the bestselling
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, Precious Ramotswe
has financial worries, puzzling
cases to solve and the ethical
dilemma of a beauty pageant.

@ 2001 246pp B1987

Mrs Cook
Marele Day

Before James Cook departed on
his final voyage, he had been at
home with his wife Elizabeth for
only four of their fourteen years

of marriage. She raised their six
children, only to outlive them. This
‘nonfiction novel’ imaginatively
reconstructs the domestic life

of the sea captain’s wife.

@ 2002 357pp B1775

Mont Albert XQS

The Natural Way
of Things
Charlotte Wood

Two women wake to find
themselves held captive in the
desert with a group of eight others,
and slowly realise they all have
something in common: in each

of their pasts is a sexual scandal
with a powerful man. But who

is punishing them, and what

for? This is a stark exploration

of contemporary misogyny and
corporate control — and the beauty
(and courage) of sisterly love.

0 2015 320pp B2237

Nine Parts of Desire

Geraldine Brooks

Working in the Middle East, Brooks
learned a lot about what life is like
for Islamic women. Focusing on
individuals in different countries and
in various roles, professional and
domestic, she traces the origins

of today’s practices, showing that
oppression of women is inconsistent
with Islam in its purest form.
Informative, readable, discussable.

O 1995 255pp B1543

The No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency
Alexander McCall Smith

Expansive middle-aged female
detective Precious Ramotswe
brings her intelligence and intuition
to bear on problems and mysteries
in her small town in Botswana. Far
removed from the darkness and
blood of many crime novels, this is
a book full of humour, good heart
and gently ironic observation.

@ 1998 235pp B1794

CONNECT WITH US / 03 9652 0620 / CAE.EDU.AU / f @CAEMELBOURNE / @CAE_MELBOURNE


http://www.cae.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/CAEMelbourne/
https://www.facebook.com/CAEMelbourne/
https://www.facebook.com/CAEMelbourne/
https://www.instagram.com/CAE_Melbourne/

No Place fora

Nervous Lady

Lucy Frost

Frost edits the diaries of 19th-
century women pioneers in
Australia’s outback. Compelling

and absorbing reading from a
fascinating time in our history, which
will lead to much discussion.

0O 1984 279pp BO018

One Life

Kate Grenville

One of our favourite storytellers

is back with this moving tribute to
her mother, Nance, a worman who
was in many ways revolutionary.
Grenville’s voice punctuates her
warm and heartfelt account which
is partly crafted from Nance’s
own diaries. This is a story about
Australian consciousness, and
how the patterns of the past

can be seen in the present.

O 2015 272pp B2216

Out of the Silence
Wendy James

At the turn of the last century, three
women’s lives are on a collision
course: Vida, the fiery Melbourne
suffragist; Elizabeth, far from home
and grieving for her lost love; and
the courageous young country girl,
Maggie. Their experiences revolve
around issues that still touch us
deeply today: single motherhood,
post-natal depression, and the
role of women in public life.

@ 2005 351pp B1932

Over My Tracks
Evelyn Crawford
& Chris Walsh

65-year-old Evelyn Crawford, born
into the Baarkaniji tribal group, goes
back over her tracks to tell us her
eye-opening life story. Crawford
lived in the red sand-hills back of
Bourke: her years of hard work
droving and mustering, the varying
contacts she made with white
Australians, and the ups and downs
of coping with her fourteen children.
Involvement in her youngest

son’s schooling takes her into the
training of Aboriginal teachers.

O 1993 319pp B1385
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Paradise

Toni Morrison

The all-black town of Ruby was
founded by ex-slaves, determined
to pass on the unchanging pure
faith which had enabled them

to survive in the antagonistic
American South. Morrison’s
explosively imagined novel
focuses on the lives of the women
in and outside this fictitious

town, confronting the difficult
issues of black male violence.

@ 1999 318pp B1700

The Prime of Miss

Jean Brodie

Muriel Spark

Miss Brodie is a schoolteacher;

in Edinburgh of the 1930s, and

in her prime, she decides to
inculcate ‘progressive’ ideas
about politics, sex and art into her
pupils, much to the consternation
of her conservative school.

0 1961 128pp BO925

Quicksands
Sybille Bedford

From WWI Germany to 21st century
England via Europe and America,
Bedford evokes a world of writers
and diplomats, the dispossessed
and the powerful. An elegant
mosaic of lovers and tragedy,

this is a spellbinding reflection on
the intersection between history
and personal experience.

O 2005 369pp B1955

Rain Birds
Harriet McKnight

A powerful and lyrical novel set in
East Gippsland, Victoria, where
the impact of climate change

is destroying the habitat of the
endangered black cockatoos.
The storyline centres on recent
retiree Pina and conservation
biologist Arianna as they struggle
to hold their lives together. Pina’s
once-loving husband is turning
aggressive in the grips of early-
onset Alzheimer’s and Arianna
deals with double standards

and incessant misogyny from
co-workers who question a
woman’s place in the field.

@ 2017 288pp B2290

@ Non-fiction

©® Short Stories

Rebecca West

Victoria Glendinning

West lived from 1892 to 1983 and in
her long life was both an agent and
a victim of change. She marched
with the suffragettes, and had a

ten year liaison with H.G. Wells.

An accomplished and affectionate
portrayal of a complex woman.

O 1987 288pp B1578

Reckoning: A Memoir
Magda Szubanski

Magda Szubanski, one of Australia’s
most beloved comedic performers,
recounts her life from growing

up in the suburb of Croydon, her
career as an actor, to the quest to
find out the truth about her father,
a Polish assassin during World
War Il. This multi-award winning
memoir is a serious exploration on
finding courage, acceptance, and
a daughter’s love for her father.

O 2016 384pp B2266

Kangaroo Ground: Witty Winers

Return to the Little
Coffee Shop of Kabul
Deborah Rodriguez

In this much-anticipated sequel,
six women remain linked by their
experiences in a café in Kabul.
Now on opposite sides of the
world, each will deal with the past
in different ways as she faces the
future. This delightful and poignant
novel explores the legacy of war,
the trouble with culture clash, and
the importance of friendship.

@ 2016 400pp B2238

A Room Made
of Leaves

Kate Grenville

In this imaginative fictional memoir
of Elizabeth Macarthur, wife of
wool entrepreneur John Macarthur,
we meet a passionate and highly
capable woman in an unhappy
marriage. This is brilliant and
inventive historical fiction that
brings the distant past alive.

@ 2020 352pp B2351

Q Adapted Book

The Rooms in My
Mother’s House

Olga Lorenzo

Driven from Cuba after the revolution,
Dolores, Consuelo and Ana settle in
an old farmhouse in Miami, where
they battle with each other and the
ghosts that remain in their hearts. The
spirit world blends fabulously with
their material one in this vibrant novel.
Contains themes that may disturb.

@ 1996 405pp B1582

A Scandalous Life
Mary S. Lovell

The biography of an Englishwoman
who at seventeen married an older
aristocrat who kept his mistress.
Lady Jane Digby responded to this
indignity with unusual spirit and

a highly publicised divorce. The
Austrian prince with whom she
eloped was succeeded by a baron,
a count, and a brigand, before

she married a Bedouin sheikh
twenty years her junior, and lived
among the Syrian desert tribes.

O 1995 365pp B1552

The Secret Life of Bees
Sue Monk Kidd

In the Deep South of the 1960s,

Lily lives with her strict father and
servant Rosaleen. When racial
tensions explode, Lily comes to
Rosaleen’s aid and the two run
away together, finding sanctuary
with three beekeeping sisters. A
heart-warming and life-affirming tale.

@ 2001 374pp B2005

The Stone Diaries
Carol Shields

Daisy is born on a kitchen floor

in 1905 in Canada, and the
ordinariness of her life is made
remarkable in this original and
enjoyable novel. The unforgettable
first chapter opens the way to
further surprises and delights.

@ 1993 361pp B1460

Stravinsky’s Lunch
Drusilla Modjeska

Stella Bowen and Grace
Cossington Smith were born in the
1890s. One left Australia before
World War | and remained in
Europe; the other lived for decades
on the outskirts of Sydney. Their
lives and work are the focus of this
moving meditation on the friction
between creative and domestic life.

O 1999 364pp B1623
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The Summer Without Men
Siri Hustvedt

Poet Mia Fredrickson has a severe
breakdown when her husband
leaves her. Returning to the prairie
town of her childhood, she rents

a house just down the road from
her mother’s retirement home and
spends a summer in the company
of some extraordinary women.

@ 2011 224pp B2136

The Sunday
Philosophy Club
Alexander McCall Smith

Amateur sleuth Isabel Dalhousie
hosts the Sunday Philosophy Club
and uses her philosophy training
to solve murder and mayhem in
Edinburgh. Warm-hearted with
gentle humour, it is ‘the literary
equivalent of herbal tea and a
cosy fire’ — The New York Times.

0@ 2004 281pp B1979

Tears of the Giraffe
Alexander McCall Smith

This second in the No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series starts
with the engagement of Mma
Ramotswe and Mr J.L.B. They
find themselves with unexpected
additions to their family. Mma
Ramotswe and her secretary must
also deal with questions of right
and wrong in their Botswanan
detective agency business.

@ 2000 217pp B1847

The Tenth Muse

Catherine Chung

Katherine grows up in 1950s
America knowing she is different,
the child of an American father and
a Chinese mother. Against all odds,
she becomes a mathematician.
While longing to conquer an
impossible mathematical problem,
she also strives to find secrets of
her past concealed in Germany
during World War Il. A story of
identity, ambition and belonging.

0@ 2019 304pp B2329

The Trauma Cleaner
Sarah Krasnostein

Sandra Pankhurst has been a trauma
cleaner for twenty years, but before
her life of cleaning up crime scenes
and ‘caves of filth’, Sandra was many
other things: husband, father, drag
queen, sex worker, businesswomen
and trophy wife. This touching memoir
explores more than just cleaning

up death and decay, but portrays

an inspiring woman overcoming

a personal history of trauma and
works to bring care and dignity into
the lives of the living and the dead.

O 2017 267pp B2281

CONNECT WITH US / 03 9652 0620 / CAE.EDU.AU

True North
Brenda Niall

This fascinating biography of
sisters Mary and Elizabeth
Durack looks beyond the legacy
of Mary’s classic book Kings in
Grass Castles to examine the
dynamics of the Durack pastoralist
dynasty and the personal lives of
two creative, but very different,
women. In particular, it focuses
on their strong, lifelong ties to the
Kimberley region and its people.

O 2012 275pp B2147

True Pleasures
Lucinda Holdforth

Ready for a change in direction,
Holdforth abandoned a career in
politics and diplomacy for a time
in Paris, reading deeply about the
lives of French women she had
long admired and exploring the
Paris locales with which they were
linked. She reflects on the lives of
women such as Marie Antoinette,
Germaine de Staél, Coco Chanel,
and writers such as Nancy
Mitford, Edith Wharton, Gertrude
Stein and Colette. Intelligence
and lightness of touch makes

her book a pleasure to read.

O 2004 227pp B1940

True Stories

Helen Garner

This evocative collection is drawn
from a quarter of a century of
Gamner’s nonfiction writing. Topics
range from the (1970s) four-letter
words sex lesson in a secondary
school - she was sacked - to
her accounts of 1980s marriages
at the Mint in Melbourne and

of autopsies at the morgue in
1992, to births in a labour ward in
Penrith (1995). A treasure chest.

00O 1996 242pp B1501

Mallacoota

The Unusual Life

of Edna Walling

Sara Hardy

Independent and unconventional,
Edna Walling was one of the first
women to graduate from the
Burnley School of Horticulture

in 1917 and went on to become
one of Australia’s finest landscape
designers. Though her gardens
are well documented, Hardy draws
on memories, anecdotes, facts
and documents to explore Edna’s
private world — her family, friends,
passions and sexuality, creating

a tribute to a woman who was, in
retrospect, way ahead of her time. A
must read for green thumbs as well
as lovers of Australian biography.

O 2005 304pp B1945
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Walking in the Shade

Doris Lessing

Following Under My Skin, this
second volume of Lessing’s
autobiography begins with her 1949
arrival in grey post-war London (with
the manuscript of her first novel

and one of her three children) and
takes us through to 1962. It offers a
wonderful sense of those times as
well as insights into Lessing herself.
She speaks with candour about
bringing up her son on her own, her
love affairs, years of psychotherapy,
the realities of living by her writing,
and her growing disillusionment
with the Communist Party.

O 1997 369pp B1705

Watched by Ancestors
Kathy Golski

It’s one thing for trained
anthropologists to do their
adventurous work, but here an artist
and her four children accompany
her second husband to the remote
highlands of Papua New Guinea
where they live for two years, giving
other, often surprising, dimensions
to the lives of all concerned.

© 1998 270pp B1732

The Whole Woman
Germaine Greer

This sequel to The Female
Eunuch, the book Germaine said
she would never write, is vintage
Greer: intelligent, wide-ranging,
energetic, provocative, humorous
and tender. Her angry thesis

is that ‘real women are being
phased out’, and it is certain to
stimulate strong discussion.

O 1999 350pp B1720

Wicked But Virtuous
Mirka Mora

One of Melbourne’s best-known
artists, Mirka Mora arrived in
Australia from Paris in 1951 with
her husband and baby. Their
restaurants were a magnet for
the artistic life of the city. The
book glows with examples of her
work and splendid photographs.
This account of an eccentric life
lived to the utmost celebrates
Mirka’s lovers, work, family —and
the rich array of characters who
were drawn into her world.

2000 331pp B1653

Wild Swans
Jung Chang

Three generations, three women’s
stories in a period when the world’s
most populous nation endured
almost unimaginable change.
One way to begin to comprehend
the recent history of China is
through individuals who find the
courage to experience and to
voice the enormities which are
the stuff of their everyday lives.
Long, but compulsively readable.

O 1991 696pp B1397

Women of a
Certain Rage
Liz Byrski
Twenty Australian women from
different backgrounds, races,
beliefs and identities take up the
challenge of writin