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the last moment but it is to be hoped there will never
again be quite such a close call as this.

Since the annual report was written, new believers
have been accepted in Reading and Portsmouth and a
declaration from a Cambridge contact living in New-
market awaits National Assembly consideration. It
should not be too difficult to establish Assemblies in
these towns, and others too, in the coming year if the
whole Community arises in response to the Guardian’s
appeal to establish more Assemblies.

Another victory on the home front has been the in-
corporation of the Liverpool Assembly, completed on
April 20th.

The efforts of the Bah4’fs in the African territories
under British Bah4’f jurisdiction have been generously
confirmed. About thirty new Assemblies will have been
formed—the exact number is not yet known. An out-
standing development has been the spread of the Faith
in the British Cameroons, where Enoch Olinga is the
only pioneer; nine new Assemblies are expected and
four more pioneers will have gone from there this year
to nearby territories.

The first declaration from the islands for which we
are responsible has recently been accepted from Fama-
gusta in Cyprus. This believer is also the first Greek
to accept the Faith. Another declaration from Cyprus,
this one from Nicosia, has also been accepted and there
are now eight Bahd’is in Nicosia.

The Guardian has asked us to publish translations
into Scottish and Irish Gaelic and a pamphlet has been
prepared with the aid of Mr. Townshend. Translators
are now being sought.

A suitable place in which to hold Summer School
has been discovered in North Wales and a place for
next year has also been found.

The Haziratu’l-Quds is being slowly furnished and
brought into full use, but it seems that it may be quite
a long time before all arrangements are complete, since
the number of workers is small. The Committee to
plan a public opening has been reformed, as some of
the members of the original one were unable to serve.
Mrs. Langdon-Davies’ sons have generously presented
to the Haziratu’l-Quds the picture by Mark Tobey
entitled ‘Movement around a martyr’, which was in
their mother’s possession.

Several pilgrims have brought back notes that the
Guardian would like land for a Mashriqu’l-Adhkir to
be bought on the banks of the Thames, and the
National Assembly has made preliminary enquiries
about cost. To buy this is not, however, a goal of the
Ten Year Crusade.

A discussion has been held with a senior official of
the Central Valuation Section of Inland Revenue about
the de-rating of Bah4’{ Centres and a favourable im-
pression was gained from the discussion. The National
Assembly would be glad to advise any Local Assembly
about getting its Bah4’f Centre de-rated.

A purchaser has been found for 8 Burgess Hill; al-
though it is not yet certain he can obtain permission to
use the building for his intended purpose. The furni-
ture is being auctioned. Bah4’is in London and nearby

Communities were given the chance of buying articles
before they went for auction.

The year has seen some progress and it is to be hoped
that the way has been paved for a big advance on the
home front next year. A concerted effort from the
whole community can achieve it. Perhaps the necessary
impetus will be given from this Convention.

AFRICA COMMITTEE
Supplementary Report

Due to the fact that Convention is being held so near
the First Day of Ridvdn we have not yet the usual
news about the formation of new Assemblies. Our
latest information is that nine Communities were ready
to form Assemblies in the British Cameroons, making
ten in all, one was ready in Ho, British Togoland,
another one in the Gold Coast, at Osenase, making
two in that territory, one at Leopoldville, Belgian
Congo, and seven in Kenya. There is a possibility of
up to four in Tanganyika and the reports from
Uganda have at different times given estimates ranging
beween ten and eighteen. There of course they have
also the task of maintaining the existing twenty-four
Assemblies. If all the Assemblies hoped for are
achieved, that means approximately thirty new Assem-
blies in our territories. As the Guardian said he hoped
that half of the eighty existing groups would form
Assemblies, it seems as if our territories have contri-
buted very well towards the total. This is due to a tre-
mendous amount of devoted work by the pioneers and
teachers, both African and non-African.

In response to the Guardian’s wish that African
believers should pioneer to neighbouring territories,
we have two African believers in Uganda ready to go
to Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland; they are waiting
now for financial arrangements to be made by the
N.S.A. responsible for ‘these territories. Another
African pioneer is under consideration for Northern
Rhodesia. From British Cameroons two pioneers have
gone to Spanish Guinea and in response to a last
minute request from India we hope that pioneers have
gone from Victoria to French Cameroons to complete
the Assembly in Douala.

So far as future pioneers are concerned, Mr. and
Mrs. Glenn Lissner are at this moment on their way
to Sapele in Nigeria, and Ethna Archibald is investi-
gating possibilities in Nigeria and Nyasaland.

A new Assembly is expected in Salisbury, S.
Rhodesia, where two pioneers from this country have
settled, Claire Gung and Noura Faridian. Another of
our pioneers, Eric Manton, in Kitwe, Northern
Rhodesia, has now confirmed four new believers, two
Africans and two Europeans. Our old friends, Ursula
and Mehdi Samandari in their last letter reported that
there were five believers in Mogadiscio, Italian Somali-
land, and they were working hard to get the other four.

At its last meeting before Ridvén, the Committee dis-
cussed how to supervise and consolidate the various
territories which are now acquiring such large Bah4’i
populations. As there will be African National Assem-
blies next year, we are trying to work with the simplest



arrangements possible during this interim year and
except in one case are not proposing to set up any new
machinery but to carry on in the previous way, with a
teaching committee in Uganda and with the mother
Assemblies of Nairobi and Dar supervising and help-
ing the work in Kenya and Tanganyika. In British
Cameroons we are intending to appoint a Teaching
Committee because the mother Assembly at Victoria
is itself so new.

(Note: Final reports have shown that 37 new
Assemblies were formed in African territories under
British jurisdiction: Uganda 17, Kenya 8, Tangan-
yika 1, British Cameroons 8, British Togoland 1, Gold
Coast 1, Belgian Congo 1. There are now 861 believers

in Uganda and 116 in Kenya.)

NATIONAL COMMITTEES

arricA. ‘(1) To carry out the goals of the Ten Year
Plan in Africa under the direction of the National
Spiritual Assembly. (2) To obtain translaions of Bah4’{
literature into African languages and to advise the
Publishing Trust regarding their publication.” Henry
Backwell, Dorothy Ferraby (Secretary), Ian Semple,
Joan Giddings, Joe Lee. Consulting member, John
Ferraby.

ArcHIvEs. Fuad Abbas, Hasan Balyuzi, Dorothy Fer-
raby, Marjorie Parker, Barbara Simmonds.

‘BaHA’f JournaL’. Editor: John Ferraby.

BAHA'T PUBLISHING TRUST. “To be responsible for the
policy and direction of the affairs of the Baha’{ Publish-
ing Trust under the supervision of the National
Spiritual Assembly.” Reginald Coulson, John Ferraby
(Manager), Ernest Miller, Ruston Sabit, John Short-
land.

‘BaHA’T worLD’. Representative: Jean Pitcher.

cHILD EDUCATION. ‘To study, advise and encourage
Bah#’i education of children and provide suitable
material.” Terry Dunne, Lilo Jessen, Jean Pitcher, Louis
Ross-Enfield, Margaret Shanks.

EUROPEAN AND ASIAN TEACHING COMMITTEE. ‘To carry
out the goals of the Ten Year Plan in Europe and Asia
under the direction of the National Assembly.” Hasan
Balyuzi (Chairman), Jean Campbell, Egon Kamming,
Marcel Mihaeloff, Barbara Simmonds (Secretary),
Dorothy Wigington.

HAZIRATU’L-QUDS

Installation and Maintenance. Gladys Backwell,
Hasan Balyuzi, Dorothy Ferraby, John Ferraby (Sec-
retary), Bobbie Kamming, Donald Miller.

Reception. “To organise an official reception on the

Birthday of Bahd'uw’lldh at the Haziratu’l-Quds.’
Fuad Abbas, Hasan Balyuzi, Owen Battrick, Dorothy
Ferraby, David Hofman.

Social. “To arrange monthly “At homes” at the
Haziratw’l-Quds for those in sympathy with the
Faith.” Gladys Backwell, John Ferraby, Marjorie
Parker.

NATIONAL TEACHING. ‘To be in charge of carrying out
the objectives of the Ten Year Plan in regard to teach-

ing and consolidation in the areas of the British Isles
not included in the European Teaching Plan, and to
supervise and direct the work of the Regional Com-
mittees.” Gladys Backwell, Aileen Beale, Ernest Greg-
ory (Chairman), Habib Habibi, Robert Jackson, Marian
Mihaeloff, Betty Reed (Secretary).

PERsIAN. ‘To advise and, where necessary, help Per-
sian Bah4’fs in this country. To concern itself with and
make recommendations to the National Spiritual
Assembly about their welfare and happiness. Shoghiy-
yih Avarigan, Hasan Balyuzi, Abbas Dehkan, Iran
Mir-Fakhrai, Asher Nazar, Sirous Setarih.

REGIONAL TEACHING. ‘To carry out the policy of the
National Teaching Committee with regard to the goals
of the Plan for the year in the region.’

Scottish: Zozislaw Charewicz, George Marshall,
James Robertson. Liaison with N.T.C.: Marian
Mihaeloff.

Northern: Phyllis Lewis, Stanley Lowe, Marcel
Mihaeloff, Margaret Shanks. Liaison with N.T.C.:
Habib Habibi.

Midland : Sandy Akeroyd, Edwin Barwick, Emily
Eastgate, Pat Holland. Liaison with N.T.C.: Betty
Reed.

Southern: Ethna Archibald, Jeannette Battrick,
Beryl de Gruchy, Bobbie Leedham, Sirous Setareh.
Liaison with N.T.C.: Gladys Backwell.

South-western: Ralph Crates, Rosemary Crates,
Ernest Miller. Liaison with N.T.C.: Aileen Beale.

REVIEWING coMMITTEE. (1) To review all material for
publication except material reviewed by other national
committees, letters sent to newspapers and non-Bahd’i
publications and material intended solely for local use.
(2) To consider the accuracy of Bah4’{ facts and teach-
ings therein. (3) To consider literary style and presen-
tation.” Louis Ross-Enfield (Secretary), Brian Towns-
hend, Isobel Slade.

visUAL AIDs. Vivian Isenthal, Donald Millar, Marina
Nazar. Consulting member: Hasan Balyuzi.

Election of the National Assembly

Fifty-four voting papers were received, but one was
disqualified as it contained less than g votes.

Hasan Balyuzi 51, John Ferraby 50, Ernest Gregory
47, Dorothy Ferraby 46, Ian Semple 43, Marion Hof-
man 4o, Betty Reed 32, Louis Ross-Enfield 32, Alma
Gregory 24, Marcel Mihaeloff 16, Gladys Backwell 14,
Ernest Miller 11, Kathleen Hornell 10, David Hofman
9, Henry Backwell 5, Adib Taherzadeh 5, Jean Camp-
bell 4, Donald Millar 4, John Shortland 4, Dan Jordan
3, Albert Joseph 3, Joe Lee 3, Joan Giddings 2, Habib
Habibi 2, Vivian Isenthal 2, Ethna Archibald, Aileen
Beale, Robert Cheek, Clarence Clarke, Anne Howes,
Joe Jameson, Bobbie Kamming, Egon Kamming, Elsie
Lee, Mehrangiz Munsiff, Arthur Norton, Jean Pitcher,
Isabel Robinson, Margaret Shanks, Jane Villiers
Stewart, 1 each.



REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL BAHA’l COUNCIL
(This Report is being published serially. It was dated May 2nd, 1955.)

Dearly Beloved Friends,

Time has slipped by so rapidly for the members of
the International Bahd’{ Council serving the beloved
Guardian here in the Holy Land, that it seems scarcely
possible our last communication went forth over two
years ago. Be that as it may, we feel that many details
of what is going on here at the World Centre of our
Faith will stimulate and interest the friends, and carry
to them some idea of the immense progress made lately
in Haifa and Acre—and of the activities of Council
members.

Since the completion of the Shrine of the Béb in
October 1953, it is proving as great a silent teacher as
the Temple in Wilmette. From all sides of Haifa, it is
clearly visible, seated on its green carpet of gardens and
open space in the heart of Carmel, its golden dome
glittering not only in the sunlight by day, but in the
moonlight at night. So clear is the surface of the tiles
that at certain angles cloud reflections can be seen sail-
ing on them. One of the most beautiful views of it is
had from incoming ships, and many comments have
been made, not only by pilgrims arriving by sea, but
non-Baha’{s as well.

The demand to visit it is so great that it has posed
quite a problem. The public, including large groups of
school children, young people, and tourists from all
over the world, members of clubs, etc., pour in in such
numbers that it is not possible to leave them unattended
and free to wander where they will, as this may lead
to damage to the lawns and crushed tile paths, and to
the picking of fruit and flowers. A conducted tour is
therefore made every few minutes, the gates being un-
locked and relocked after each group, while two of the
Council members—assisted sometimes by visiting pil-
grims—take the party into the Shrine of the B4b. On
Saturdays, the legal day of rest, and on the Jewish
holidays, the crowds are often immense—sometimes
over 700 in three hours—and this necessitates at least
four people being on duty. As accurate an account of
the visitors as possible is kept with a ticker by those on
guiding at the Shrine. About 35,000 people a year is
the attendance so far, as many as 1,700 coming on one
holiday. In view of the fact that the gate leading to the
inner garden and the Shrine itself are only open from
9 to 12 daily, this figure is remarkable. The outer gar-
den, where anyone may enter from early morning until
dark, must be visited by at least twice this number.

Most of the visitors come out of curiosity, because
the Shrine is open to the public, because, as one Ameri-
can tourist said: ‘This is the most beautiful spot in
Israel; in fact, it is the most beautiful spot in the whole
world.” Many interesting remarks are overheard by the
friends guiding at the Shrines; a particularly touching
one being the case of an elderly man, who after leaving
the Shrine of the B4b, took one of the Bah4’{s aside and
asked: ‘Don’t you feel God much closer in there?’
Many local people come practically every week to just

enjoy the serenity and loveliness of the gardens. The
attitude of those visiting the interior of the Shrine is
interesting to watch; almost invariably the people are
considerate; they are requested to remove their shoes
and not speak. They marvel at the rugs and chan-
deliers, the vases, lights and flowers. Sometimes one
sees people who are deeply stirred, or who quietly read
the Tablet of Visitation, or who remain a long time;
occasionally there are tear-filled eyes. So the Shrine is
broadcasting, all by itself, its message, and echoes come
back to us, such as a remark recently heard in Nazareth
by sightseers, who were hearing about the new Church
of the Annunciation to be built there. ‘And’, said their
monator, ‘it will be bigger when completed than the
Bah4’f Shrine’. At all news-stands, views of the Shrine
are on sale, and it is difficult to get a picture of Haifa
in which it does not figure prominently, owing to its
unique position and size.

Of the 220,000 square metres of land owned in Haifa
by the Faith, about 65,000 square metres are actually
gardens—each year the Guardian stretches his hand
over a new piece of wild mountainside in Haifa or ot
sandy plain in Bahji and creates, almost overnight, a
new and lovely addition to the existing gardens. Red
paths roll out before him, iron gates spring up, the
lawn becomes green, and trees, hedges and flowers
appear as if by magic. We never cease to marvel at the
rapidity with which this takes place, or the beauty of
the final product.

This winter, in two and a half months’ time, an
entire new section of Mt. Carmel, lying above the
Resting-Places of the Greatest Holy Leaf and her
mother and brother, has been developed. This is the
area embracing the right side of the ‘arc’ the Guardian
has mentioned in his communications. The arc itself
is at present one-half completed; it springs off from
the main highway running up Mt. Carmel behind the
Shrine, and goes up behind the Resting-Places to the
middle axis of the gardens surrounding them, which
is also its own centre point. In order in the future, to
complete this arc on its eastern side, a considerable
property owned by a hotel company, must be pur-
chased. First a quarter circle of garden was completed,
which filled in the space between the wide path, which
marks the arc, and the already existing gardens around
the resting-places of the Master’s family. The Guardian
devoted a great deal of time and attention to the line
of this curve which is broad and graceful. After this
was done, a band of garden 20 metres (6o feet) wide
was developed on the further or mountain side of the
arc. Then the exact site of the new International
Archives Building was fixed.

If one visualises a semi<ircle and then projects the
base line on which the semi-ircle rests to the right,
one gets a rough idea of the relation of the Archives
Building to the arc, for this projected line forms the
axis of the building. Its position is spectacular and,



rising in the style of a peripterial Ionic Greek temple
on the side of the mountain, its creamy white Chiampo
stones—the same stone as that used for the Shrine—
shining in the sun, its green tiled roof stretching 30
metres long, broadside to the road, the Shrine, the
lower city and the harbour, the edifice will be widely
visible and immensely impressive.

The stone-work for this edifice is now being done in
Italy, under the supervision of the Hand of the Cause,
Ugo Giachery; and soon the shipments of stone, cut
and ready to be set up, will start arriving. This is the
first of the buildings that will give shelter to the admin-
istrative activities of the Faith at the World Centre. A
seat for the Guardianship, for the Hands of the Cause,
and for the Universal House of Justice, as well as other
edifices, will later be added, clustering about the ‘arc’.

As the friends already know, from the Guardian’s
messages, the site for the first Temple in the Holy Land
has been purchased and transfer of the title deed will
shortly take place. The negotiations for this 36,000
square metre property took over a year, and were
fraught with innumerable complications. When the
full account of its acquisition is written, it will read
like a mystery story. A commemorative obelisk, seven
metres in height, and made of Italian Travertine, the
same stone the ancient Romans built their temples of,
will be placed on the grounds as soon as the land is
transferred to our name.

It is now one of the spots visited by all the believers
who make the pilgrimage. The land is truly in an
imposing position. It lies near the spot where the
Tablet of Carmel was revealed, which as the Friends
know, is the Charter for the World Administrative
Centre of the Faith on Mt. Carmel. It is immediately
above the two Caves of Elijah, one controlled by the
Jews and the other by the Christians. West, the sun
sinks into the Mediterranean; south are the rolling hills,
the Valley of Askelon and the coast line; north, across
the bay, lies historic Acre, and Mt. Hermon, often
crowned with snow, is clearly visible; east lies Haifa
City, the port, and, daintily outlined, the dome and
pinnacles of the Bdb’s Shrine are silhouetted against
the sky half way up the mountain. We may now truly
say we own the head and heart of Carmel.

On November 12th, 1952, a contract was signed with
the Development Authority of the State of Israel,
whereby the Bah4’{ Community secured ownership of
some 160,000 square metres (40 acres) of land surround-
ing the Sacred Shrine of Bahd’uw’llih. The magnitude
of this historic event is difficult to understand at this
time. The previous owners of the land surrounding the
Shrine, who were intimate friends of the Covenant-
breakers, had, in the days of the Master, done every-
thing they possibly could to prevent even the develop-
ment of a small garden around this most Sacred Spot,
going so far as to dig ditches and plant trees to mark
the limits of their property and to shut in the Resting-
Place of the Sacred Remains of the Manifestation of

God. They had stated on numerous occasions that they
would never permit the Bah4’is to purchase any of this
land.

After the Arabs fled and the Jewish State was estab-
lished, the Government became the owner of all this
property, and consented to exchange it for a tract of land
held by a Bah4’{ family in a strategic military area. The
beloved Guardian immediately began the development
of gardens surrounding the Holy Tomb and created
the ‘Haram-i-Aqdas’, which is now one of the most
beautiful spots in this part of the world. He has gone
on enlarging these gardens so that they now form
practically a semi-<ircle around the Shrine with a
radius of 110 metres. Thus approximately 35,000
square metres (9 acres) of land is now developed.

In Haifa, the extension of the International Endow-
ments- has been going forward continuously. During
the first two years of the Ten-Year Crusade, the Baha’i
Community has purchased some 43,000 square metres
of land, thus further protecting the glorious Shrine of
the Bdb from any possible encroachment.

On the very top of Mt. Carmel, immediately on the
axis of Carmel Avenue upon which the Shrine lies,
4,000 square metres of land have been purchased,
which will prevent any construction overlooking this
most sacred spot. Of great interest to the friends in con-
nection with this particular piece of land is the fact
that while the N.S.A. of the Bah4’is of Iran is not yet
incorporated, and cannot hold land legally in its own
name in Persia, yet we have been able to legally in-
corporate an Israel Branch of the N.S.A. of the Bahd’is
of Iran here in the Holy Land; and this 4,000 square
metre piece of land is registered in the name of their
Branch and legally owned by them.

Another acquisition of great interest to the Bahd’is is
the tract of land previously owned by Mrs. Farah
Sprague. On and off for a period of many years, the
beloved Guardian attempted to acquire this small piece
of land situated in the heart of Bah4’{ holdings in the
areas surrounding the Shrines of the Greatest Holy
Leaf, the Purest Branch and the Mother of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4. Mrs. Sprague’s original price for this land was
fantastic; finally she arbitrarily refused to sell it to the
Bahd’fs at all. Recently arrangements were made with
the Finance Minister of the State of Israel to expropri-
ate the land, on the recommendation of the Mayor of
Haifa; and this piece of property is now in our pos-
session. Here we see an enemy of the Faith, who asked
an exorbitant price, and then would not even sell to the
Bah4’f Community in spite of a very liberal offer, forced
by non-Bah4’i agencies to sell to us, and for a small
amount of payment from the State of Israel. It is this
land which is incorporated in the area which has now
been landscaped in preparation for the International
Bah4d’{ Archives Building. The Haifa Municipal Coun-
cil has been most helpful, and a road scheduled to pass
right through this area has been recently removed from
the Town Planning Scheme.

(To be continued.)
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