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harbour, and closer to the material life of the world
in the south, Kirkwall lacked for me on first meeting
the peace and charm of Lerwick. The people, too,
were different and less friendly. My heart was oppressed
with a kind of overhanging gloom as I bade goodnight
to Charles and retired to read the history of the Orkney
Islands. And there it was — a story so full for centuries
of bitterness and cruelty, the people only pawns in
larger political strife, deprived, hard-pressed : while in
the modern period at Scapa Flow, across the hill from
Kirkwall, two World Wars had left unforgettable
traces.

Then I knew the wisdom of Bahd’u’lldh in sending
Charles to Orkney! In the days to come, as the heart
and soul of that dear man lay open to wound and
overwhelm me, I came to appreciate why only a soldier
and a martyr-spirit could accept Kirkwall and conquer
it. For Charles, though now sixty-eight years old,
joined as a Commando in the last war and later served
in Air Force Intelligence. The resolution and sagacity
of his face in war-time portraits spoke volumes to me,
and I came to know Charles as another being than the
one we have all taken to our hearts at Summer School
and Convention. What I have found in his eyes and
learned through his speech, I shall not try to write.
That he is indomitable I know, and I know too that
his sufferings and endurance have brought him into
intimacy of spirit with the Dawnbreakers of the Heroic
Age. Indeed, his comfort and support have come
straight from them and not from us. Here, as in Ler-
wick, I found the perfect Knight — the Knight chosen
trom all others for this hard assignment.

Yet this is not all the story of a visit to Orkney.
Bah4’u’ll{h has written: ‘ Wherefore fear ye, O My
well-beloved ones! Who is it that can dismay you? A
touch of moisture sufficeth to dissolve the hardened
clay out of which this perverse generation is moulded.’
How Charles and I, with the help of most of the
guests and staff in the West End Hotel and two towns-
people, seventeen in all, combined to drive away the
gloom that had hung over our work, is a delightful
memory. It was Naw-Rdz Eve; how to celebrate it in
a special and unforgettable way seemed insoluble in
our circumstances, until at breakfast I had the idea of
a Naw-Ruz party for Charles. The rest of the day was
spent in gay and busy preparations which brought us
in touch with many in the town, and we invited many.
By 8.30 p.m. the tables were bright, we had found the
only fresh flowers in Kirkwall that day, great daffodils
and pink tulips, and the balloons and (faper ribands
were put up. After little speeches and a party tea,
nine of us talked to Brigitte by phone. And then they
began to sing, led off by the “Memory Man’ of Kirk-
wall, an old age pensioner, and conducted by Charles
in his paper crown, and for two joyful and uninter-
rupted hours we sang! How it must have rung out in
the streets of Kirkwall! We sang until we were all as
one in gladness, and the warm and happy spirit of
that night continued to riervade the hotel to the end of
my stay. It brought three Londoners to the public
meeting. But better still, it unlocked the town, and
Charles and I found beneath the surface a welcoming
spirit on many sides; so that I did not leave Kirkwall
until T had met souls who, as in Shetland, were pos-
sessed of a character and depth full of promise for the
future.

On the ninth day the sun shone, for the first time on

this visit. The red stone of the great cathedral glowed.
The sea shone like a mirror, and Orkney stole into my
heart, to live there with Shetland in a wondrous way.

This account was started as the great cliffs of Orkney,
buffeted by the green and glistening sea, slipped behind
us — and comes to an end as we rise over Edinburgh.
Already I am back in the mainstream of the twentieth
century. No more do I dwell in magic islands sus-
pended in the great sea—islands which for the first
time brought home the special meaning of the Master’s
prayer for pioneers:

‘O Thou incomparable God! . . . and in . . . the
seas be Thou their confidant . ..’

Beloved friends, look to the Knights of Bah4d’u’lldh!
They are as precious jewels in the crown of the British
Bah4’{ Community. From them, in their hours of
solitude, emanates a yearning and love for us beyond
our dreaming. Their prayers for us ascend with a
constancy that — may Bah4'u’ll4h forgive us — ours for
them have never matched. They understand us more
than we understand ourselves. They know so many of
our remedies and, if we open to them doors of oppor-
tunity, will share them with us. And in the Northern
Isles our Knights are raising up, under the guiding
Hand of the beloved Master and our Guardian, a new
creation — souls who, like fresh-running streams, will
in days to come flow into our main river and invigorate
the Cause of God in these British Isles.

MARION HOFMAN

In flight south of Edinburgh

23rd March, 1956

NORTHERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE

The Secretary of the Northern Regional Teaching
Committee writes:

I do not think any meeting or gathering that I have
ever attended has reached such heights emotionally as
this one has. I think every one of us has come back
absolutely rededicated to progressive action. We had
glorious weather, the most perfect surroundings one
could imagine — one felt God’s Presence — good food,
a staff who were the most helpful and most considerate,
friendly and everything they could possibly be to make
the stay comfortable, besides being responsive to our
principles. There was not one snag of any kind the
whole week-end.

We had fun—Iloads of it, real, exhilarating happy
laughter — that one cannot buy with doctors’ pills, the
atmosphere was pregnant, each newcomer as they
arrived felt it and responded; faces came long and
serious but they didn’t go away like that; they went
away taking with them some of the radiance, shedding
it and surely transmitting it in their contact with the
world outside.

We sent a cable to the Guardian: ‘Deepest love —
North Regional School and Shetlands, Dedicated Pro-
gress — Two declarations 1 Pioneer.’

Marion Hofman brought messages with her from the
Shetland Isles, and Charles Dunning and Brigitte
wished it to be known that they were with us all the
time in spirit. Marion ’phoned Brigitte and we
promised they would be associated with us in our cable
to the Guardian.

The Guardian replied: ‘Delighted. Praying success.
Deepest loving appreciation.’
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Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 20th March, 1956

INCOME 1955
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Guardian’s Donation 750 0 O 12
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Do. Proceeds of Sale of Burgess Hill 25
Property ... 3 2 OO, 7 30 25
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Rents Received 114
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EXPENDITURE

International Bah4’f Fund

Donations to Overseas Bah4’{s Fund

European Continental Fund
African Continental Fund
N.S.A. Expenses
Travelling Expenses
Secretarial Expenses ..
Cables and Telephone ...
London Centre
Printing and Literature
Journal

N.T.C.—Pioneers. ...
Other Expendlture
Regional Committees
European and Asian Teachmg
Committee
Visual Aids Committee
Africa Committee ...
Other Committees .
Convention ...
Bank Charges B
Audit and Legal Costs
Sundries ki
Special Expcndlture—Cables re
Persian Persecution
Loan Interest
Depreciation—Fixtures ...
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Proportion of Income (under the
Will of the late Mrs. Basil
Hall) now transferred to
No. 2 Bank Account ;

Balance being Excess of Income
over Expenditure
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Income and Expenditure

YEAR Il! YEAR 112

\NCOMg

GUARDIAN
6/s

Gn

FUNDS

DONATIONS
9N

DONATIONS
12/5

£3200 £4088
?‘*QEN DITU,?€

FUNDS

N.S.A.
SERVICES
6/3

NSA.
SERVICES

9/-

AFRICA
1

£3073 £4323

The above diagram compares graphically income and
expenditure in the year ending March 20th, 1955, and
March 20th, 1956.

THE BAHA’l FUND

Below are a number of extracts of letters from the
Guardian to the American National Assembly about
the Baha'i Fund, which the friends are asked to ponder
deeply:

1. We must be like the fountain or spring that is
continually emptying itself of all that it has and is con-
tinually being refilled from an invisible source. To be
continually giving out for the good of our fellows un-
deterred by the fear of poverty and reliant on the
unfailing bounty of the Source of all wealth and all
good — that is the secret of right living.

2. Although individual friends and local Assemblies
are absolutely free to specify the object and purpose of
their donations to the National Spiritual Assembly, yet,
in my opinion, I regard it of the utmost vital impor-
tance that individuals, as well as local Assemblies,
throughout the land should, in view of the paramount
importance of National Teaching and as an evidence
of their absolute confidence in their national represen-
tatives, endeavour, however small at first, to contribute
freely towards the upkeep and the increase of the
National Bah#’f Fund, so that the members of the
National Assembly may at their full discretion expend
it for whatever they deem urgent and necessary.

3. I feel urged to remind you of the necessity of ever
bearing in mind the cardinal principle that all con-
tributions to the Fund are to be purely and strictly
voluntary in character. It should be made clear and
evident to everyone that any form of compulsion, how-
ever slight and indirect, strikes at the very root of the
principigc underlying the formation of the Fund ever
since its inception. While appeals of a general char-
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acter, carefully worded and moving and dignified in
tone, are welcome under all circumstances, it should
be left entirely to the discretion of every conscientious
believer to decide upon the nature, the amount, and
purpose of his or her contribution for the propagation
of the Cause.

4. The supply of funds, in support of the National
Treasury, constitutes, at the present time, the life-blood
of thess nascent institutions you are labouring to erect.
Its importance cannot, surely, be over-estimated. Untold
blessings shall no doubt crown every effort directed to
that end.

From the Guardian through his Secretary:

5. Contributions to this fund constitute, in addition,
a practical and effective way whereby every believer
can test the measure and character of his faith, and to
prove in deeds the intensity of his devotion and attach-
ment to the Cause.

THE GREATNESS OF THIS DAY

(A further extract from an unpublished book by
John Ferraby.)

The way to the most great peace lies through suffer-
ing. Without suffering, little is achieved in Lﬁis world
and nothing is created. The peoples of the earth have
turned aside from the messenger of God; wrapped in
veils of idle fancy and hidden in the depths of worldly
desire, they have failed to recognise the One for whose
coming they have prayed for hundreds, even thousands,
of years. Only suffering can open hearts thus shut
against the bounties of the Lord.

All men share to some degree the common blindness.
Each may feel himself well-meaning and blameless,
but he cannot avoid the influence of the standards of
his time. The spirit of the Christian martyrs, of the
companions of the Prophet, is beyond the reach of most
men in our day.

This is the spirit which inspires the members of the
Baha’f Community. Martyrdom seems to them a path
to grace that some may still tread, even though the
Heroic Age of the Faith with its twenty thousand
martyrs is gone. Enduring hardship to teach the Cause
of God, sacrificing worldly pleasures to finance it, re-
nouncing rest and ease to administer its affairs, they
diffuse the same divine fragrance as was diffused by
the saints of old.

The foundation of the World Order of Bah4’u’ll4h
is now being laid. Although the helpers are still few
and the work very great, Bahd’{s are confident of
success because the motive power that is irresistibl
establishing the new world order comes from God,
not man. His is the ultimate Plan that will ensure the
triumph of His Cause. Even ‘Abdul-Bahd’s Divine
Plan is subordinate to the Plan of God, which works
through Bah4’f and non-Bah4’f alike. All that happens
in the world is subject to its influence, the influence of
the Covenant of God. The acceleration of scientific
discovery, the unrest of the peoples of the earth, the
products of genius and the blunders of politics all form
part of a gigantic, world-embracing panorama that
portrays the Will of God. Certain elements in this
panorama were singled out by Bah4’u’ll4h for inclusion



in His Tablets to the Kings and the leaders of religion;
other elements can be dimly distinguished in the bright
light of His teachings.

Among the Writings of Bahd’w’lldh appear refer-
ences to a great calamity that the world must experi-
ence, from which it will emerge purified. A few of
these references, taken from a selection made by Shoghi
Effendi, follow:

“ Great, great is the Causel The hour is approaching
when the most great convulsion will have appeared.
I swear by Him Who is the Truth! It shall cause separa-
tion to afflict everyone, even those who circle around
Me. ‘O ye that are bereft of understanding! A severe
trial pursueth you, and will suddenly overtake you.
Bestir yourselves that haply it may pass and inflict
no harm upon you.' ‘O ye peoples of the world!
Know, verily, that an unforeseen calamity is following
you, and that grievous retribution awaiteth you. Think
not the deeds ye have committed have been blotted
from My sight.”  Grieve thou not over those that have
busied themselves with the things of this world, and
have forgotten the remembrance of God, the Most
Great. By Him Who is the Eternal Truth, the day
is approaching when the wrathful anger of the
Almighty will have taken hold of them. He, verily,
is the Omnipotent, the All-Subduing, the Most Power-
ful. He shall cleanse the earth from the defilement of
their corruption, and shall give it for an heritage unto
such of His servants as are nigh unto Him.

Bahd’fs expect this calamity to produce a great
spiritual change in mankind, whose destined pangs
will be the pangs of birth as well as death; the old
order is dying, but a new order is being born.
Bah4’w’lldh has proclaimed:

“The whole earth is now in a state of pregnancy.
The day is approaching when it will have yielded it’'s
noblest fruits, when from it will have sprung forth the
loftiest trees, the most enchanting blossoms, the most
heavenly blessings. Immeasurably exalted is the breeze
that wafteth from the garment of thy Lord, the
Glorified! For lo, it hath breathed its fragrance and
made all things new! Well is it with them that com-

rehend.’

And ‘Abdul-Bah4 explained:

‘ The Call of God, when raised, breathed a new life
into the body of mankind, and infused a new spirit into
the whole creation. It is for this reason that the
world has been moved to its depths, and the hearts
and consciences of men have been quickened. Ere
long the evidences of this regeneration will be revealed,
and the fast asleep will be awakened.

THE BAHA’f WORLD CIVILISATION

The process of establishing the new world order will
be a gradual one. First the Lesser Peace will come,
when the nations enforce the general principles of
Bah#’u’lldh without as yet realising their source. While
this is being created and consolidated, the local,
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national, and international institutions of the Bahd’i

Adminjstrative Order will be evolving. In the fulness
of time, during the Golden Age of the Faith, both
Lesser Peace and Bah4’i Administrative Order will
attain their final consummation in the Most Great
Peace when the peoples and governments of the world
call into being the World Order of Bahd’u’lldh. Thus
will the Kingdom of God be established on earth, as
Jesus prophesied.

But this will not end the story. Bah4’uw’lldh affirms:

‘All men have been created to carry forward an ever-
advancing civilisation.’

The Most Great Peace will usher in a Bah4’f civilisa-
tion insFired by the spirit flowing through the institu-
tions of the World Order of Bah#’u’lldh, that is,
through the very institutions whose embryos are now
developing as a part of the Bah4d’i Administrative
Order. This civilisation, which Shoghi Effendi has
described as ‘ divinely inspired, unique in its features,
world-embracing in its scope, and fundamentally
Bpiritual in its character’, wiﬁ continue to grow and

ower through many future Dispensations, for the
influence of Bah4’u’lldh will not end when His Dis-
pensation ends. That is why this Day of God is so
very, very great. His is no ordinary Dispensation, but
one which lies at a crucial stage in the history of man-
kind. All previous Revelations prepare for this Day
of Unity; all subsequent Revelations for ages and
cycles to come will lie in its shadow and promote the
world civilisation to which the World Order of
Bah4’u’lldh will give rise.

Additions to the Community

Since the last list was published in Bahd'i Journal,

registration cards have been received from the
following :

Roshan Aftabi Cardiff
Nahid Poostchi (youth from Iran) Newecastle
Zia Rafat (from Iran) London
Winifred Whelan N. Ireland
Christine Sweet (youth) Bournemouth
Beatrice Brook Manchester
Murray Devlin London
Dennis Smith Manchester
Raffi Mavaddat (from Iran) Leeds
Mohammad Samimian (from Iran) London
Leonard Nelson Norwich
Miriam Smith Manchester
John Long Leicester
Charles MacDonald Belfast
Doreen MacDonald Belfast
Amanollah Vazirzadeh (from Iran) London

Thorvald van Heel (from Balearic
Islands) Cardiff
Catharina van Heel (from Balearic
: Islands) Cardiff
Mahboubeh Koutchekzadeh (from Iran) Bournemouth
Gloria Mofen (from Iran) Bournemouth
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