




















The equally meritorious project of transferring the
remains of the Father of Bahd’uw’lldh, of the mother
and of the cousin of the Bib to the Bahd’i burial
ground in the vicinity of the Most Great House, must
receive the continued and prayerful attention of those
on whom this sacred responsibility primarily devolves.

In particular, a determined effort must be made, now
that no less than nine of the fifteen Republics consti-
tuting the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics are in-
cluded within the pale of the Faith, and especially by
those Bah&’{ communities situated on the periphery of
this vast territory, to establish a nucleus, however
small, in each of the six remaining republics, all of
which are now confined to the European continent, as
well as in each of the two islands and of the three
satellites included within the Soviet Orbit, thereby
decisively contributing to the consummation of one of
the most challenging objectives of this world-embracing

Crusade.

Supplementing these manifold and pressing duties,
which the audacious prosecutors of this vast Crusade
are now, with such modest resources, and despite the
smallness of their numbers, so nobly discharging, over
so large a portion of the globe, and at so turbulent a
stage in the affairs of mankind, is the no less vital obli-
gation to ensure, through a still more spectacular
demonstration of world wide Bah4’i solidarity and
self-sacrifice, the means whereby the three monumental
Edifices, each designed to serve as a house for the in-
dwelling Spirit of God and a tabernacle for the glori-
fication. of His appointed Messenger in this day, may,
without any interruption, be raised and dedicated, in
the European, the African, and Australian continents,
and contribute their share to the world wide celebra-
tions of the Centenary towards which every Baha’i
heart is eagerly straining.

Great are the strides that have already been made,
and phenomenal the success achieved, by the prose-
cutors of a thrice blessed Crusade—a Crusade so closely
associated with the epoch-making Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah#’s Divine Plan, utilising as its agencies the labori-
ously erected institutions of an efficiently functioning,
divinely-appointed Administrative Order, and linking,
as it forges ahead, two historic centenaries commem-
orating the birth and the Declaration of the Mission
of the Founder of our Faith.

The tasks that still remain to be accomplished, how-
ever, are truly formidable. Above all, the home-front,
that must serve as a base, and act as a reservoir for the
supply of a steady flow of pioneers and resources for
the multiple organised operations of a continually ex-
panding Crusade, and which, alas, in several countries,
distinguished by an outstanding record of service to
the Faith of Bah&'u’lldh has been progressively de-
clining, must, at whatever cost, and within as short a
time as possible, be revitalised, extended and con-
solidated.

More than ever its manpower must rapidly increase,
the administrative machinery it utilises, and on which

it relies, for the effectual discharge of its Mission, must
be assiduously perfected, and, most important of all, its
spiritual driving force must be constantly reinforced
through a firmer grasp by the individuals, ultimately
responsible for its progress, of the distinguishing veri-
ties and fundamental purposes of their Faith, through
a fuller dedication to its glorious Mission, and through
a closer communion with its animating Spirit.

I appeal, as I close this review, of the superb feats
already accomplished, in the course of so many cam-
paigns, by the heroic band of the warriors of
Bah4’u’lldh, battling in His Name and by His aid for
the purification, the unification and the spiritualisation
of a morally and spiritually bankrupt society, now
hovering on the brink of self-destruction, for a re-
newed dedication, at this critical hour in the fortunes
of mankind, on the part of the entire company of my
spiritual brethren in every continent of the globe, to
the high ideals of the Cause they have espoused, as
well as to the immediate accomplishment of the goals
of the Crusade on which they have embarked, be they
in active service or not, of either sex, young as well as
old, rich or poor, whether veteran or newly enrolled—
a dedication reminiscent of the pledges which the
Dawn-breakers of an earlier Apostolic Age, assembled
in conference at Badasht, and faced with issues of a
different but equally challenging nature, willingly
and solemnly made for the prosecution of the collec-
tive task with which they were confronted.

May this Crusade, on which the privileged heirs and
present successors of the heroes of the Primitive Age of
our Faith have so auspiciously embarked, yield as it
speeds on to its mid-way point, such a harvest as will
amaze its prosecutors, astonish the world at large, and
draw forth from the Source on high a measure of celes-
tial strength adequate to ensure its triumphant con-
summation.

CONVENTION CABLES
The Guardian has replied on April 30th to the cable

from Convention, as follows:

‘Deeply appreciate Convention message rejoice recent
victories greatly value spirit animating entire British
Bah4’i Community cherish brightest hopes fervently
supplicating rapid consolidation home front essential
prelude unprecedented expansion glorious mission
British followers Faith Bahd'u’lléh foreign fields
deepest love.’

The cable sent from Convention read:

‘Beloved Guardian 53 delegates over 6o visitors
assembled British Convention deeply stirred inspiring
message send devoted loving greetings gladly report
pivotal centres maintained three new assemblies formed
moving memorial service George Townshend held wide
publicity book envisioned finances momentarily solvent
determined become self-supporting 290 pounds donated
Convention aspire challenge home front spirit Badash
ten pioneers already offered.’



“CHRIST AND BAHA’U’LLAH”

The following letter, dated April 1gth, has been re-
ceived by the National Assembly:

Mr. John Ferraby:

Dear Bah4’{ Brother,

The Beloved Guardian has been very deeply im-
pressed with the latest book of our dear departed co-
worker, Hand of the Cause, George Townshend.

He feels that this Book should be used as the basis of
a very active campaign of teaching and publicity
through the British Isles.

Publicity regarding the book should be arranged,
book reviews secured, if possible. Religious leaders
should be sent copies, even the highest Ecclesiastical
leaders. Many copies should be mailed to the important
leaders of the Church of England, and other religious
denominations of the British Isles.

This book very finely presents the relationship
between Christ and Bah4’u’lldh, and outlines the

manner in which the Bah4’{ Faith is setting up the
Kingdom of God, which the Christians are praying for.

The Guardian feels that very beneficial results will be
achieved by this active public programme, with this
book, Christ and Bahd’w'lléh even if it stirs up opposi-
tion and criticism for the time being.

He will pray for your Assembly, and for the success
of your many labours in the Cause of God.

Faithfully yours,

LEROY IOAS

SACRIFICE AND DEVOTION

The following is an extract from a letter, dated
March 23rd, 1957, written to Mr. Arthur Norton by
Mr. Leroy Ioas in acknowledging British contributions
to the International Bah4’{ Fund:

“The Guardian also wishes to assure the Bahd’is of
the British Isles, of his appreciation of their sacrifice
and devotion to the Cause of God. He is praying for
them, for the success of their historic work, and for the
rapid expansion of the Faith. He is sure the Blessings
of the Beloved Master will rest on each and every one.’

Addresses

National Secretary: John Ferraby, 27 Rutland Gate,
London, S.W.7.

National Treasurer: Ernest Gregory, 51 Herries Drive,

Sheffield 5.

N.T.C. Secretary: Ian Semple, c/o Mrs. Crombie, 4
Melgund Terrace, Edinburgh 7.

Bah4’{ Publishing Trust orders: Reg. Coulson, Bah4’{
Publishing Trust, 32 Deansgate, Manchester 3.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

All the friends will know of the passing of our dear
Hand of the Cause, George Townshend, and of the
Guardian’s wonderful message in praise of him. No
words of ours will express so clearly the loss his passing
represents to the Bahd’{ Community as the words of
the Guardian’s own cable. He was one of the three out-
standing figures in British Bah4’{ history. A National
Tribute to him is being held at the Haziratu’l-Quds
during Convention, which we are very happy to say
Mrs. Townshend will attend. Mr. Townshend was able
to hold in his hand copies of his crowning achievement,
Christ and Bahd'u’lléh before he died.

Although it is sad for us to lose Mr. Townshend, we
cannot but be glad for his own sake that his sufferings
are now ended.

With regard to the goals of the Ten Year Crusade,
the National Assembly is very happy to report that all
the pivotal centres have been maintained, and with
less use of temporary pioneers than at one time seemed
possible. Assemblies have been formed in Reading,
Portsmouth and Leicester, and the Northampton
Assembly has been reconstituted. One piece of bad
news only must be reported—the loss of the Birming-
ham Assembly. In the coming year we shall have
twenty assemblies as bases from which to achieve the
great expansion for which the Guardian asks.

Although the increase in the number of Bahd’is in
the British Isles has not reached the level great expan-
sion requires, we are happy to record that the number
of declarations of faith accepted this year is higher than
in any previous year, 47 adults and 7 youth, 54 in all,
have recognised Bah4’u’lldh.

Another encouraging event was the contribution to
the National Fund of £823. 15s. in response to a special
appeal for finance in the last month of the year, of
which /500 was the generous donation of one believer.
This has relieved financial pressure temporarily, but
there can be no permanent solution to the gap between
the needs of the National Fund and contributions re-
ceived unless the effort is continued.

Perhaps the effort made on this occasion is causing
the spiritual bounties promised by the Guardian to
begin to flow, for as well as the encouraging results re-
ported above, the Nicosia Assembly has been unex-
pectedly saved. It had only 8 believers, but at the last
minute news came of the arrival of a Turkish Bah4’{
lady, who is now living in Nicosia.

Another overseas success is the granting by the Gam-
bian Government upon application by us for a Persian
Bah4’{ teacher to reside in Gambia. At home, a success-
ful Youth School has been held in Bournemouth, per-
haps the herald of many more to come in future years.

In general, it can truly be said that the last month
has been an encouraging one. It is our hope and prayer
that this Convention may introduce a year of expansion
and consolidation unprecedented in the British Bah4'{
history.



NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA’I’S OF THE BRITISH ISLES
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 20th March, 1957

1956 EXPENDITURE 1956 INCOME
L Lisod s fasied. £ L s d.
24 International Bahd’{ Fund 24 0 0 750 Guardian’s Donation ... ... .. .. 800 o0 o
24 Donations to Overseas Bah4’{ Fund 24 o o | 2538 Donations ... . oo e 2b00-17 6
25 European Continental Fund ... 24 0 0 3 Interest on 3% Savmgs Bonde = 5 710
25 African Continental Fund 24 0 0 Interest on Minas de Centillo Shares e 1003 TT
East and Central Africa ... 100 3 9 Rent of Land ... . 7 10 ©
Land Endowment Fund ... ... 17 7 6 | 3016  Proceeds of Sale of Burgcss Hlll Propcrty e
N.S.A. Expenses 244 Value of [312. 10s. 39 Savings Bonds
110 Travelling Expenses ... s 20 O 1960/70 =
919  Secretarial Expenses ... 0T AR 1 497 Income Tax Repaid undcr Docds of Coveuant 486 12 4
60  Cables and Telephone ... ... 7610 9 4 Interest—No. 1 Bank Deposit Account ... 613 o
137  Printing and Literature ... ... 130 I 5
15— Journalt=— ==tta=—"_-—138" 9. 5
S 103701454
151 N.T.C.—Pioneers ... 409 9 9
261 Other Expcndlturc 300 13 3
117 Regional Committees ... 81 6 6
608 European and Asian Tcachmg
Committee .. 937 7 4
891 Africa Committee ... ... ... 491 14 10
12 Other Committees ... ... ... 1310 6
31 Convention ... 2 15
30 Bank Charges 33 5 0
113 Audit and Legal Costs ... ... ss 8 o
14 Sundries ... 25 0 9
389 Cables re Persian Persecution
(Balamee)™ = s . 103 15 ©
10 Loan Interest 4610 6
Repayment of Loan 125 0 0
7 Depreciation—Fixtures ... 10 12 ©
150 Contributions towards H.Q. Main-
tenance ... 348 o o

L312. 105. 3% Savings "Bonds
1960/70, now transferred to No.
2 Account .. 243 15 ©
100 Donation pald on behalf of No. 2
Account ... —
2716 Proportion of Income transferred
to No. 2 Bank Account .. —
13 Balance being Excess of Income Balance being Excess of Expenditure over

over Expenditure .. = Income ... ... 1128 10 1O

£7052 L4951 15 5 | L7052 L4951 15 5
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FOR MEDITATION

Thy might beareth me witness! I am well aware that
were I to bow myself before a handful of dust, from
now until the end that hath no end, in acknowledge-
ment of its relationship to Thy name, the Fashioner,
I would still find myself far removed from that dust,
and incapable of approaching it, and would discover
that such an adoration can in no wise befit it, nor
transcend the limitations to which I myself have been
subjected. And were I to arise to serve one of thy ser-
vants, and to wait at his door so long as Thine own
kingdom endureth and Thine omnipotence will last,
as a sign of my acknowledgement of the tie that
bindeth him to Thy name, the Creator, I would, like-
wise—and to this Thy glory beareth me witness—have
to confess my complete failure to do him adequate
service, and my deprivation of what can truly befit his
station. And this for the reason that I recognise in
them naught else except the bond that bindeth them
to Thy names and Thine attributes. How can, then,
such a man succeed in befittingly extolling the One
through a motion of Whose finger all the names and
their kingdom were called into being, and all the attri-
butes and their dominion were created, and Who,
through yet another motion of that same finger, hath
united the letters B and E (Be) and knit them together,
manifesting thereby what the highest thoughts of Thy
chosen ones who enjoy near access to Thee are unable
to grasp, and what the profoundest wisdom of those
of Thy loved ones that are wholly devoted to Thee are
powerless to fathom.

& )

BauA’v’LLAH

BAHA’l PUBLISHING TRUST

THE DISPENSATION OF BAHA U'LLAH
by Shoghi Effendi

This is a book that every Bah4’{ should be familiar
with. In it the Guardian explains, with ample quota-
tions from the Holy Writings, the stations of
BahZ4’u’lldh, the B4b, and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, and outlines
the principles underlying the Administrative Order.
The Guardian says: “To strive to obtain a more ade-
quate understanding of the significance of Bahd’u’ll4h’s
stupendous Revelation must . . . remain the first obli-
gation and the object of the constant endeavour of its
loyal adherents.” Even Bah#’{s of long standing can
deepen their understanding of the significance of the
Cause through study of this book. Paper, 1s. 6d.

II

YOUTH SCHOOL

On the evening of Friday, April 12th, 1957, the
first Bah4’i School for youth to be held in the British
Isles began in Bournemouth. Forty youth, both
Bah#’{ and non-Bah4’i, from all parts of the country,
gathered together to make this a unique and memor-
able occasion. At last here was a wonderful opportunity
to meet other youth and share together our study and
leisure hours in an atmosphere of true Bah4’f love and
harmony.

Each morning after breakfast there would be a lec-
ture, which was always well attended. These lectures
covered the development of the Bahd’{ Faith, com-
mencing with the evolution of man and ending with
the beginning of the growth of the World Order of
Bah#&’w’lldh. The first lecture was given by a youth,
Mr. Abdol Hussein Banani, and for the following lec-
tures we were very fortunate to have Mrs. Alma
Gregory, Mrs. Betty Read and Mr. David Hofman,
whose wide knowledge and experience were greatly
valued.

After morning coffee there were two study classes,
which were held simultaneously. The first of these
covered progressively the Jewish, Christian, Islamic
and Bah4’{ Faiths. The second dealt with the Bah4’i
Administrative Order from the responsibility of the
individual, to that of the International House of Jus-
tice. A Public Speaking Class was also held every
evening just before dinner, and those who ‘volunteered’
to speak found that they always had a large and appre-
ciative audience.

Afternoon activities were varied. One afternoon
there was a coach trip to places of interest in and
around Bournemouth; in another the Mace Bearer to
the Mayor of Bournemouth conducted us through the
Council Chambers and the Mayor’s Parlour and gave
us an interesting and informative talk on Local
Government, its historical background and traditions.
We also gave our whole-hearted support to a Public
Talk given by Mr. David Hofman on ‘Christ and
Bah4’u’ll4h.” And one whole afternoon was devoted to
a Youth Conference, which was greatly enriched by the
exhilerating atmosphere of the Spring School. The
determination of the youth to serve the Cause to the
utmost of their ability was amply demonstrated by the
constructive resolutions and recommendations that
were put forward at this conference.

In the evenings there were various entertainments.
One evening there was a “Twenty Questions’ panel;
another, beautiful slides of Haifa and the Temple at
Wilmette were shown, together with synchronised
commentaries on tape. There was also a Fancy Dress
Ball which ended with a midnight feast of ham-
burgers and hot-dogs, and most evenings there was
also a choice of dancing (in a predominantly modern
style) or listening to classical recordings.

The wide range of activities and interests followed
in the six days duration of the Spring School, we hope,
gave an inkling of the all-encompassing unity of the
Bah4’{ Faith.



LOCAL ASSEMBLY AND GROUP
SECRETARIES

(According to information available at the National Office on

National Assembly Members
Hasan Balyuzi, Chairman

Ernest Gregory, Vice-Chairman and Treasurer

May 24th, 1957.) John Ferraby, Secretary
Assemblies Dorothy Ferraby, Recording Secretary
BELFAST Lady Hornell, 127 Fitzroy Avenue, Bel- David Hofman
fast. Marion Hofman
BLACKPOOL Mrs. Prudence Lowe, 6 Mansfield Road Betty Reed
West, Blackpool. Louis Ross-Enfield
BOoURNEMOUTH Donald Pearse, 16 Purbeck Road, Ian Semple

Bournemouth.
BRADFORD Mrs. Marjorie Naylor, 4 Derby St,
Great Horton, Bradford.

Convention 114

BRISTOL Miss Olive Sutton, 40 AlmaRd., Brist(_)l 8. REPORT OF THE TELLERS
CARDIFF David Lewis, 56 King George V Dirive, Fifty-three voting papers were received.
Heatl}, Cardiff. John Ferraby ... 47
DUBLIN Mrs. Aileen Beale, 37 Belgrave Square, Hasan Balyuzi 44
Dublin.
EDINBURGH James Robertson, 6 Wolrige Rd., Lib- g;ii;%i%fnzn :(I)
erton, Edinburgh g. Ian Semple ... 37
LEEDS Miss Phoebe Jay, 7 Bayswater Crescent, Dorothy Ferraby 34
Leeds 8. Betty Reed ... 30
LEICESTER Mrs. Vera Long, 64 Stoneygate Road, Bkt Hofiks 27
Leicester. . Rl =
LIVERPOOL Mrs. Gladys Pritchard, 19 Canning St., };ohl;lsliz: o fg
Liverpool 8.
LONDON John Wade, 14 Northumberland Rd., 8&3{’1’5]3?::33:6“ :i
New Barnet, Herts. Joh Wade 2
MANCHESTER  Louis Ross-Enfield, 32 Inverness Avenue, Bt %EiDex 8
Manchester 9. ]
NORTHAMPTON Miss Vera Rate, 17 Darnwell Rd., S/}iljigssli\:s;:}?;nald g
Kingsthorpe, Northampton. Marcel Mihaeloff 6
NORWICH Miss Evelyn Chilvers, 7 Cathedral Rd., Alma Gregory .. ' —
Norwich. ; : Aileen Beale, Jean Campbell " Habib
NOTTINGHAM  Mrs. Doreen Watkins, 16 Bentinck St., Habibi, Donald Millar, Adib Taherza-
Sneinton Rd., Nottingham. 3R>k ... each g4
OXFORD Miss Jean Campbell, 106 Banbury Rd., Beryl deG ruchy, E gon Kammmg each 3
Oxford. Abdol Banani, Jeanette Battrick, Robert
portsMouTH  Edgar Boyett, 72 Grove Rd., Drayton, Cheek, Reginald Coulson, Prudence
Portsmouth. ! a v .
? : George, Joe Jameson, Lilo Jessen, Bobbie
READING Miss Bcryl de Gruchy, 8 High St, Kam%n ing, Marian Mihaeloff, Pauline
Reading. o1 Senior, Brian Townshend Shcveach: 2
SHEFFIELD Miss Una Coward, Bah4’{ Centre, 23 Henry Backwell, Joan Benfield, Elsie
Spooner Rd., Sheffield ro. Cranmer, John Craven, Joan Giddings,
Groups Kathleen Hornell, Kianoush Kout-
BIRMINGHAM  Miss Audrie Rogers, 35 Bayswater Rd., chekzadeh, Habib Nah?ia Asher Nazar,
Birmingham 20. Marion Norton, Audrie Rogers, John
BLACKBURN Mrs. Trudy Scott, 37 Mincing Lane, Shortland, Ian Sinclair, Olive Sutton,
Blackburn. Dorothy ngmgton, Walter Wilkins
BRIGHTON Mrs. Barbara Baer, c/o St. Luke’s Vic- each 1
arage, Old Shoreham Rd., Brighton.
CAMBRIDGE Mrs. Kathleen Ackroyd, 102 Hunting 3 3
don Rd., Cambridge. National Assembly Meetings
CHEADLE Cecil Johnson, 35 Neal Ave., Heald The National Assembly has fixed the following
Green, Cheshire. schedule of meetings:
ECCLES Miss Florence Massey, 11 Westminster June 7th—gth November 2gth-December 1st
Rd., Ellesmere Park, Eccles. July 5th—th December 27th—29th
GLASGOW Mrs. Molly Hughes, c/o McNairn, August 16th—18th Janua th—26th
A0S AUy 29 gu Dys24;
Arlington St., Glasgow. September 27th—29th  February 21st—23rd
TORQUAY Joe Povey, 14 Market St., Torquay. October 25th—27th March 28th—30th
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