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own capacity, and whether we achieve much or little,
no sacrifice in the path of God is wasted. If we detach
ourselves from all created things, obey the commands
of Bah4’w’lldh, consecrate our souls to His love, and
dedicate our lives to His service, perhaps a beam of His
limitless grace will envelop us, endowing us with
spiritual power beyond our understanding. Then we
shall become broad channels for the diffusion of the
Divine fragrances, ‘eyes to the blind’, ‘a guiding light
to the feet of the erring’, ‘a breath of life to the body of
mankind’; then we shall ‘be kindled with the fire of
His love’ and become true Bah#’is. Let us therefore
exert ourselves, gratefully and with joyful hearts, to
reach this goal, bearing ever in mind the clear guidance
of Bah4’w’lldh: ‘O Son of Man! Humble thyself be-
fore Me, that I may graciously visit thee. Arise for the
triumph of My Cause, that while yet on earth thou
mayest obtain the victory’.
JOHN FERRABY

OUR UNIVERSAL FAITH
Bahd't News (United States)

With the Guardian’s approval, the National Spiritual
Assembly has instituted an important new annual event
to be observed with public meetings and publicity by
local Assemblies and groups throughout the United
States. This event, comparable in importance with
World Religion Day, will be known as Race Amity
Day and observed on the second Sunday of June be-
ginning this year. Race Amity Day is sponsored by
Bah4’fs, not merely Bahd’{ participation in an event
sponsored by another organisation. Its purpose is to
celebrate the Bah4’{ teaching of the Oneness of Man-
kind, the distinguishing feature of the Revelation of
Bah#’u’ll4h.

France. The National Endowment.

From Bahd’t News, June 1957.

Exciting news for all Bahd’is is the accomplishment
of one of the French goals of the Ten-Year Crusade.
On March 2nd, 1957, a beautiful tract of wooded land
was purchased to serve as the Bah4’i National Endow-
ment for France. It is located in Normany, in the De-
partment of Orne, about six kilometers from the town
of Le Theil sur Huisne.

From Bahd'i Bulletin of North-East Asia.

In Tokyo Anthon ]. Seto took his spiritual flight to
his eternal home in the Abha Kingdom. Mr. Seto is
believed to have been the first Chinese-born Bah4’ in
America. The Guardian in a letter to friends in Japan
said: ‘As attendant and secretary of *Abdu’l-Bah4 for
well nigh two years after the termination of the Great
War I recall so vividly the radiant joy that transfigured
his face whenever I opened before him your supplica-
tions as well as those of Miss Agnes Alexander. What
promise he gave us all regarding the future of the
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Cause in that land at the close of almost every supplica-
tion I read to him, let me state, straight away, the
most emphatic, the most inspiring of all. These are his
words, that keep ringing in my ears: ‘Japan will turn
ablaze! Japan is endowed with the most remarkable
capacity for the spread of the Cause of God.’

In the Bahd’t News of the U.S.A. issue of May 1957
was the announcement of the passing of George Town-
shend, Hand of the Cause, and the appointment of Miss
Agnes Alexander to that exalted station.

NEWS FROM THE BRITISH BAHAI
COMMUNITIES

BIRMINGHAM. Despite illness among the friends our
Centre has been crowded this month. We have set our-
selves several goals. Baha’i books in twelve libraries,
and visits by well-known people. New posters ¢ =
hibited on the two main line stations, and quotations
inserted every two weeks in the local newspaper are
already bringing response. A Bah&’{ devotional has
been arranged and advertised for October. We have
several additions to the community. Robert Calloway
from Oxford, Ruhangis Gegerch, Mchnoosh Mohtadi,
and Parvaneh Kaleghi. They are all very welcome.

BLACKPOOL. We have been greatly helped by a visit
from two Pilgrims, Betty Reid and Charles Dunning.
From them we had two distinct aspects of Haifa, both
left us with the same longing to go there ourselves. A
visit from Micky Mihaeloff was, as always, a happy
occasion. Prudence George spent several days making
personal contacts and addressing firesides. Hassan Sabri
spent an all too short visit, but he gave us all deep
pleasure and satisfaction. The meeting for David Hoff-
man gave us an opportunity for much publicity. A
hundred printed leaflets were left at the door of the
hall with the words ‘please take one’—only a few were
left. It was the best publicity Blackpool has had. A film
show was given in the home of one of the friends by a
non-Bah4’{ who has visited many countries, this was a
most enjoyable evening. We are planning more social
activity in the future. One of our members has been
most successful in selling home-made articles for the
National Fund. We expect visits from a member of the
National Spiritual Assembly to talk to us on this im-
portant part of our Faith, and we can report success
from our first effort. Our meetings are well attended.

BoURNEMOUTH. This Assembly reports an interesting
talk given by Owen Battrick of Reading which was
most inspiring, a report was printed in the local press.
Most of the Bah4’is congregate at the home of Elsie
Cranmer who holds weekly firesides and open house.
Elsie has had eleven articles either on or about the Faith
published in several magazines. Bournemouth is happy
to welcome back Eileen Beale who has been spending
some time on the Home Front, and is now preparing
her home for Bahd’{ activity.



carcor (near Reading). Weekly firesides are held
here. As yet no local contacts. On October 5th we were
joined by Prudence George, Portsmouth, and Jeanette
and Owen Battrick from Reading. We had four young,
eager enquirers from a Children’s Theatre Co., visiting
Reading. Prudence led the discussion, and the ques-
tions fired at us were interesting and diverse—trom
Agnostic, Roman Catholic, Church of England, and
philosophical viewpoints! Afterwards the visitors ex-
pressed themselves delighted and interested, and eager
to hear more.

EDINBURGH. ‘. . .going from strength to strength’ we
have more attendance at public meetings, our weekly
study classes and personal teaching have increased. We
have been greatly helped by a visit from our revered
Hand of the Cause Dr. Grossman. Our Assembly is in
good spirits and we pray the Guardian’s wish will be

tulfilled.

eccLes. The report from this young, and lively
Assembly would take all our space it printed in full, so
very regretfully we must cut. I'he newly acquired tape
recorder has been a great teacher, and has provided a
great deal on many occasions. It was purchased by the
Friends with weekly donations, which were never
missed, and has enabled the members to visit, and give
comfort and joy to old people in Council houses. The
lovely slides of Haifa, together with music, and Bahd’i
prayers were much appreciated, and were instrumental
in opening up new channels. The Civic Welfare
authorities of Salford sent a letter expressing their
gratitude and inviting Mrs. Chaplin to attend an ex-
ecutive meeting to arrange plans for future assistance
in this good cause.

The Friends have since been able to branch out caus-
ing Eccles to be a hive of activity. Attendance at local
societies has proved fruitful. The Secretary of the
Assembly wishes to remind all Communities of the
great service the visual aids can be in expanding the
teaching effort. The Assembly will be happy to lend
records and tapes. An active publicity committee can
work wonders, we have proved it by results.

LiverpooL. To read a report of a public meeting with
more than a hundred present makes one feel that the
‘Golden Age’ is just around the corner, and that Liver-
pool is going to lead the way to the outstanding achieve-
ments the Guardian has told us is in store for us. The
meeting held in the Adelphi Hotel, associated with the
visit of the Master, surpassed all our expectations.
David Hoffman, speaking on Christ and Bah4d’u’ll{h
made a great impression on the audience, who later
made a big demand for Bahd’f literature. The adver-
tisements have attracted many, some who heard of the
Faith en route for New Zealand, later searched in vain
for news, and found it on their return. We have en-
joyed Aldy Roberts who shared his experiences in
Africa with us, and we wish him every success on his
return, this time to Ghana, where he will find much
work to do for the Cause. We had an outstanding even-
ing in August, when we held a symposium to which we

13

invited teachers from the Malayan College—Hindu and
Moslem—to speak to us. Here is an extract from their
letter of thanks. ‘I was thrilled and overawed by the
oneness of all the religious bodies gathered there. 1t was
very impressive and heartening. I hope the faith spreads
far and wide to break away prejudice, colour bar, creed,
and suchlike and make mankind one’. They are return-
ing to Malaya having qualified as teachers—one Hindu
said, ‘Malaya is ready for this faith—we must learn
more about it’. Liverpool feels proud and at the same
time humble because of these great opportunities given
us to work in His service.

LEICESTER. The barge-home of those valiant pioneers
Ian and Pat Sinclair has proved of great value to publi-
cise the Faith in Leicester. A full page of pictures of the
interior and exterior of their cosy home, situated on the
banks of the River Soar, appeared in the local paper.
The reporter who paid them a visit was not only de-
lighted with their home, but interested in its name
‘Ridvan’—Paradise. The Sinclairs told him they hoped
to use the barge on their pilgrimage to Haifa.

MANCHESTER. The beloved Guardian’s vital message
‘to be self-supporting’” has been our inspiration and
strength. It has enabled us to use ‘Ways and means’ to
increase the funds. A daily effort by the believers with
excellent results. The visit of David Hoffman was so
successful that a ‘follow up’ study class was started and
has been well attended. All present take part in the
reading and discussion. We are happy to report two
new declarations, and two Persian friends added to our
community.

NorwicH. Here is another Assembly all out for teach-
ing the Faith with the help of the tape recorder, and
we are very excited about the results we hope to achieve
by this modern way of teaching the Faith. There seems
to be very little spare time for the Norwich Bahd’is,
every evening except Saturday is occupied by firesides,
public meetings, and the regular Sunday night gather-
ing.

porTsMouTH. This young Assembly is gradually gain-
ing strength through unity, which we feel has de-
veloped since we turned to the beloved Guardian for
prayerful guidance. There is more response and action
at Bah4'{ gatherings, we have set a high goal and hope
to achieve it. Weekly public meetings have been ably
assisted with help from Reading and London Bah#’is.
The short visit of three Bah4’{ Youth gave stimulation
to our own Youth who are now becoming consolidated.
The adoption of Malta as our island is warmly appreci-
ated by Olga Mills, it’s valiant pioneer. We have distri-
buted George Townshend’s book Christ and Bahd'u'l-
ldh to several Ministers and received one reply in strong
opposition. The public libraries have displayed a large
poster in the central and branch libraries. The recent
week-end school was a great success, a lively and stimu-
lating occasion. Our grateful thanks go to the fine help
from our team of visiting speakers, Jeanette and Owen
Battrick of Reading, John Wade of London. Olive
Long has proved the miraculous power of Bahd’u’llih



by attending every Bah4’{ gathering despite her suffer-
ings from arthritis, and she is gradually getting reliet
from pain. The latest message from Shoghi Effendi
makes us all feel very aware of our destiny.

reaDING. The Reading Bah4’{ Centre was officially
opened on September 24th, 1957. In an atmosphere that
seemed blessed by the presence of the Master Himself,
the friends from Reading and suburbs read passages
from the Sacred Scriptures that rekindled the flame of
consecration within their breasts and renewed their de-
termination to labour with fresh zeal for the attainment
of their objectives—the doubling of their number and
the incorporation of their Assembly.

TorQuAY. We are gaining ground by holding monthly
meetings with outside speakers, Ministers and speakers
on various subjects which are in keeping with the
Bah4’{ tenets. Our own meetings held weekly, are con-
ducted by the local believers. The two week-end schools
were so helpful to this community that it is our earnest
wish that another can be arranged this year.

SHEFFIELD. An intensive drive is being planned for the
autumn, and we are hoping for much success. A special
tribute is given to one of the believers, Ethel McCorcy
who has recently passed to the Abha Kingdom. Ethel,
who suffered a great deal, never failed to give kindness
and sympathy and a loving welcome to a somewhat
lonely pioneer.

THE WEDDING OF TWO READING
BELIEVERS

The wedding of Ray Newman and Mary Sabit on
September 7th was the first Bahd’f wedding in Reading.
The simplicity of the ceremony, -the beauty of the
Sacred Readings, the spirit of warm hospitality, and
the spirituality that prevailed affected all. Many non-
Baha’is from among the sixty guests present remarked
that it was one of the most impressive weddings they
had witnessed.

Of the two local weekly papers who reported the
wedding, the Reading Mercury gave an introduction
to the Faith itself, as well as a favourable account of the
marriage ceremony.

A special tribute is due to Beryl de Gruchy and
Frances Bateman for their loving and strenuous labours
which produced the spirit so powerfully affecting to
all, and to Mr. and Mrs. Battrick whose kind permission
to use their restaurant “The High’ made possible so
successful a function.

RUSTUM SABIT.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Verily this Thy
servant and this Thy maid-servant have gathered under
the shadow of Thy mercy and they are united through
Thy favour and generosity. O Lord, confirm them in
Thy servitude and assist them in Thy Service.

—From the Marriage Tablet of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd.
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BOOK REVIEW

All Things made New, by John Ferraby
(published by Geo. Allen & Unwin)

A book which sets out to circumscribe the Baha’i
Faith has an almost impossible target—nevertheless A/
Things made New has the distinction of being both
readable and authoritative. The quotations in which the
book abounds, are chosen most judiciously, but the
Author successfully avoids the old trap of breaking the
sequence when he needs a quotation. In fact this book
succeeds to a remarkable extent in making what must
be a studious subject secem profoundly interesting and
remarkably alive.

For non-Bahd’{s it provides a wealth of informative
material, mainly from the pens of Bahd’u’llih, *Abdu’l-
Bah4 or the Guardian, and it is collated under headed
sections of general or particular importance. This
makes All Things made New a superlative reference
book for a tabulated, systematic, penetrating view of
the Bah4’{ Faith. For Bah#’is the merits of the book
are obvious. It provides a much needed source of
pointed quotation, the Bahd’{ Scriptures are so vast in
their scope that particular study has been difficult to
say the least, here is a real need amply covered.

There is also a concise history of the Faith, which
will be welcomed by those Bahd’{s who have not the
time to tackle Nabil's Narrative and finally the varied
aspects of the Bahd’{ life are discussed and related to
present day conditions. These qualities make the book
a valuable addition to one’s own library as well as an
authoritative asset to the teaching work.

Whether too much has been attempted in too small
a space is left to the reader’s judgment by the author
but personally I would recommend most highly A/
Things Made New as a much needed modernisation of
Bahd’u’llih and the New Era.

PAUL ADAMS, Reading

BAHA’f PUBLISHING TRUST
Prayers and Meditations of Bahd'u'llih

A collection of the prayers and meditations of
Bahd’u’lldh, selected and translated by the Guardian.
Many are too long for inclusion in a pocket prayer
book, and many can be found only in ‘Prayers and
Meditations’. No better source of readings with which
to praise God exists. In reading the meditations, the
soul is drawn nearer to God by the latent force of these
holy words. The prayers also are full of praise, and
supplications for many specific occasions are to be
found in this book. It is the true source-book of Bah4’{
devotion. Cloth, 125. 6d.

Intone, O my servant, the verses of God that have
been received by thee, as intoned by them who have
drawn nigh unto Him, that the sweetness of thy
melody may kindle thine own soul, and attract the
hearts of all men.

—From ‘Gleanings from the writings of Bahd'u’llih.



PRAYERS FOR UNITY

O my God! O my God! Unite the hearts of Thy servants and reveal
to them Thy great purpose. May they follow Thy commandments
and abide in Thy law. Help them, O God, in their endeavour, and
grant them strength to serve Thee. O God, leave them not to them-
selves, but guide their steps by the light of Thy knowledge and
cheer their hearts by Thy love. Verily, thou art their Helper and
their Lord.

O our God! We beg of Thee by the King of Names, and Maker of
heaven and earth, by the rustling of the leaves of the Tree of Life,
and by Thine utterances, through which the realities of things are
drawn unto us, to grant that unity in the love of God may be speedily
established throughout the world; that Thou wilt guide us always
and unmistakably to whatever Thou wouldst have us to do, and that
we may ever be strong and fully prepared to render instant, exact
and complete obedience.

Prayers revealed by Baha’u'llah.
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WORLD RELIGION DAY

With the decision of the National Spiritual Assembly
to call for a nation-wide celebration of World Religion
Day on Sunday, January 19th, some mention might be
welcome of the facts surrounding the celebration.

World Religion Day is entirely Bah4’{ sponsored and
was first celebrated nine years ago. It is interesting that
this, our first, should be the ninth in the world.

Its purpose is to proclaim the fundamental oneness of
religion. There is no one recognised form of celebration,
which can be an ambitious public celebration in one
town down to a small private meeting in a private
house.

The National Spiritual Assembly has approved the
holding of a reception in the Hazerat'u’l quada on the
preceeding Wednesday to a selected list of important
guests.

This is one of the most wonderful opportunities of
proclaiming the Bahd’{ Faith to the public.

This, the first celebration in England, needs to be
planned with enthusiasm so as not to miss an oppor-
tunity.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Teaching Conference will be held in Leeds during
the week-end of January 1rth and 12th, 1958.

ADDRESSES

National Secretary: John Ferraby, 27 Rutland Gate,

London, S.W.7.

National Treasurer: Ernest Gregory, 51 Herries Drive,

Sheffield s.

N.T.C. Secretary: lan Semple, c¢/o Mrs. Crombie, 4
Melgund Terrace, Edinburgh 7.

Bah#'t Publishing Trust Orders: Reg. Coulson, Bahd'i
Publishing Trust, 32 Deansgate, Manchester 2.

ADDITIONS TO THE COMMUNITY

Since the last list was published in Bahd’i Journal,
registration cards have been received from the following:

Kian Hakimi (from Iran) London
Peter Vuyiya (from Kenya) Cambridge
James Farley Bristol

Misagiyyih Tahmasebi (from Iran) Newcastle

Joyce Lee (Youth) Southwick
Peter Kabisa (from Uganda) Bristol
Anthony McCarthy (Youth) Belfast
Sheila McCarthy Belfast
John Fozdar (from Indonesia) Cardiff
Anneliese Haug (from Germany) Cambridge
Dolly Aftabi (Youth from India)  Edinburgh
Homai Aftabi (from India) Edinburgh

Margarete Frener
(Youth from Germany) Oxford

Ilona Rodgers (Youth) Twyford
Toluvieh Lamei (from Iran) Newcastle
Shahla Haqjoo (from Iran) Manchester
Ronald Bates Manchester
Lilian McKay Lerwick

Irandokht Ghobad (from Turkey) Blackburn

Shidan Kouchikzadeh (Youth) Bournemouth
Roohangiz Yeganeh

(Youth from Iran) Birmingham
William Glass Bangor
Peter Prior St. Annes-on-Sea
Bahador Hagjoo (from Iran) Manchester

Sallie True
(Youth from Canary Isles) Oxford
Morris Cooper (from Tanganyika) London
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