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FOR MEDITATION

Incline your hearts, O people of God, unto the coun-
sels of your true, your incomparable Friend. The Word
of God may be likened unto a sapling, whose roots
have been implanted in the hearts of men. It is incum-
bent upon you to foster its growth through the living
waters of wisdom, of sanctified and holy words, so
that its root may become firmly fixed and its branches
may spread out as high as the heavens and beyond.

O ye that dwell on earth ! The distinguishing feature
that marketh the pre-eminent character of this Supreme
Revelation consisteth in that we have, on the one hand,
blotted out from the pages of God’s holy Book what-
soever hath been the cause of strife, of malice and mis-
chief amongst the children of men, and have, on the
other, laid down the essential prerequisites of concord,
of understanding, of complete and enduring unity.
Well is it with them that keep my statutes.

Time and again have we admonished Our beloved
ones to avoid, nay to flee from, anything whatsoever
from which the odour of mischief can be detected. The
world is in great turmoil, and the minds of its people
are in a state of utter confusion. We entreat the Al-
mighty that He may graciously illuminate them with
the glory of His justice, and enable them to discover
that which will be profitable unto them at all times
and under all conditions. He, verily is the All-Possess-

ing, the Most High.
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BAHA U LLAH

The first duty prescribed by God for His servants is
the recognition of Him Who is the Day-Spring of His
Revelation and the Fountain of His laws, Who repre-
senteth the Godhead in both the Kingdom of His
Cause and the world of creation. Whoso achieveth
this duty hath attained unto all good; and whoso is
deprived thereof, hath gone astray, though he be the
author of every righteous deed. It behoveth everyone
who reacheth this most sublime station, this summit of
transcendent glory, to observe every ordinance of Him
Who is the Desire of the world. These twin duties are
inseparable. Neither is acceptable without the other.
Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who is the Source

of Divine inspiration.
BAHA'U'LLAH

THE LAWS OF THE AQDAS

On the laws of the Aqdas, the beloved Guardian has
written: ‘The laws revealed by Bahd’uw’ll4h in the
Aqdas are, whenever practicable and not in direct con-
flict with the Civil Laws of the land, absolutely binding
on every believer of Bah4’{ institution whether in the
East or the West. Certain laws such as fasting, obli-
gatory prayers, the consent of the parents before mar-
riage, avoidance of alcoholic drinks, monogamy, should
be regarded by all believers as universally and vitally
applicable at the present time. Others have been formu-
lated in anticipation of a state of society destined to
emerge from chaotic conditions that prevail to-day.
When the Aqdas is published this matter will be
further explained and elucidated. What has not been
formulated in the Aqdas, in addition to matter of de-
tail and of secondary importance arising out of the
application of the laws already formulated by
Bah4’w’llih, will have to be enacted by the Universal
House of Justice.’

Recently the beloved Guardian has indicated that
another law revealed by Bahd’u’ll{h, which should now
be wuniversally applied is that related to burials.
Bah4’u’lldh has decreed that no more than an hour’s
journey should separate the place of burial and the
place of death.

One of the goals of the Ten-Year Crusade is the codi-
fication of the Laws of Bahd’u’lldh. That is a task upon
which the beloved Guardian is engaged at the present
time.

On backbiting Bahd’u’llih says: ‘Breathe not the
sins of others so long as thou art a sinner. Shouldst
thou transgress this command, accursed art thou, and
to this I testify’. Furthermore, ‘Backbiting quencheth
the light of the heart and extinguisheth the light of the
soul’.

It is unnecessary, and indeed undesirable, even dan-
gerous, to present a new contact at the outset, with a
set of laws and ordinances. One can only accept the
laws of a Manifestation when one has accepted His
authority. Over and above everything else a student of
the Faith should be helped to see the station of
Bah4’u’ll4h. None can see and accept that station, and
fail to accept His laws. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4’s exhortation is:
‘Attract the hearts. Do not force the minds’.

BAHA’f PUBLISHING TRUST
ALL THINGS MADE NEW

by John Ferraby
(Publisher: George Allen & Unwin Ltd.)

The sub-title of this book, ‘A Comprehensive Outline
of the Bahd’{ Faith’, indicates its nature. The author
has attempted to portray Bahd’{ teachings on every
important subject with ample illustrative quotation
from the Holy Writings, to convey something of the
vision of the Cause the Guardian has given us, and to
present the principal features of its history in an in-
teresting manner. The book should prove an extremely
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valuable reference work for Bah4’{s and non-Baha’is
alike. Ready Aug. 29th. Demy 8vo. 320 pp. Cloth. 30/-.



NATIONAL COMMITTEES

ArcHIvEs. Hasan Balyuzi, Abbas Dehkan, Joan Ben-
field, Dorothy Ferraby.

AuDIO-vIsUAL AIDs. Gitta Chaplin, Nuri Sabit, Dennis
Smith, Mimi Smith.

BAHA’f JoURNAL. John Morley, Valerie Morley (Editors),
Prudence George.

BAHA'T PUBLISHING TRUST. ‘To be responsible for the
policy and direction of the affairs of the Bah4’f
Publishing Trust under the supervision of the
National Spiritual Assembly.’

Reginald Coulson, John Ferraby, Marian Mihaeloff,
Aldham Robarts, Rustom Sabit, John Shortland.

BAHA'{ WORLD REPRESENTATIVE. Jean Pitcher.

cHILD EDUCATION. ‘To study, advise and encourage
Bah4’{ education of children and provide suitable
material.’

Pouran Habibi, Matthew Hall, Lilo Jessen, Louis
Ross-Enfield, Margaret Shanks.

contrIBUTIONs. “To devise plans for increasing the
donations to the Bah4’{ Fund, with particular refer-
ence to increasing the number of individuals con-
tributing, to recommend plans to be implemented
and, under the direction of the N.S.A., to help to
carry them out during the coming year.’

Dorothy Abbott, Farhang Afnan, Owen Battrick,
Ernest Gregory, John Long, Betty Reed.

EUROPEAN AND ASIAN TEACHING. ‘To carry out the goals
of the Ten-Year Plan in Europe and Asia under the
direction of the National Assembly.’

Jeannette Battrick (Secretary),Jean Campbell, Dorothy
Ferraby, Egon Kamming, Marcel Mihaeloff (Chair-
man), Habib Nahai, Betty Reed.

HAzfRATU'L-QUDs. Dorothy Ferraby, John Ferraby,

Bobby Kamming, David Lewis, Donald Millar, Harold

Shepherd.

puBLIC RELATIONs. ‘(1) To advise Local Assemblies
about local publicity and public relations. (2) To
study ways of developing adequate public relations
with the means available. (3) To take advantage of
any opportunity which arises for publicising the
Faith on a national scale. (4) To make recommen-
dations about how the Faith can acquire a wide
circle of friends in this country.’

Owen Battrick, Evelyn Chilvers (Secretary), John
Ferraby, Donald Kelly, John Long (Chairman).
REVIEWING. (1) To review all material for publication
except material reviewed by other national com-
mittees, letters sent to newspapers and non-Bah4’{
publications and material intended solely for local
use. (2) To consider and report on the standard of

literary style and presentation.’

Louis Ross-Enfield, Isobel Slade, Walter Wilkins.

saLes. Prudence George, Elizabeth Wren.

TEACHING.

National. ‘To be in charge of carrying out the
objectives of the Ten-Year Plan in regard to
teaching and consolidation in the areas of the
British Isles not included in the European Teach-
ing Plan, and to supervise and direct the work
of the Regional Committees.’

Gladys Backwell, Ernest Gregory (Chairman),
Marion Hofman, Ernest Miller, Marina Nazar,
Pat Sinclair, Ian Semple (Secretary).

Regional. “To carry out the policy of the National
Teaching Committee with regard to the goals of
the Plan for the year in the Region.’

Northern Ireland. Billy Glass, Kathleen Hornell,
Charles MacDonald, Yvonne MacDonald, Jane
Villiers-Stuart.

Scotland. Aziz Azizi, Betty Bond, Molly Hughes,
James Robertson.

North-East. Matthew Hall, Phoebe Jay, Joe Jame-
son, Marian Mihaeloff, Marcel Mihaeloff.

North-West. Habib Habibi, Phyllis Lewis, Stanley
Lowe, Pauline Senior, Harold Shepherd.

Midland. Daryush Mehrabi, Vera Rate, Audrie
Rogers, Ian Sinclair, Dorothy Wigington.

South-East. Robert Cheek, Beryl de Gruchy, Joe
Lee, Bobbie Leedham, John Wade.

South-West. Alma Gregory, David Lewis, Barbara
Simmonds, Olive Sutton.

vyourn. ‘To stimulate youth activity throughout the
country wherever there are active youth, to keep the
youth of the country informed of youth activities.

Farhang Afnan, Paul Adams, Abdol Banani, Mar-
garet Higden, Ida Kouchikzadeh, Marina Nazar,

Sirous Setareh, Iraj Zamiri.

Additions to the Community

Since the last list was published in Bahdi Journal,
registration cards have been received from the

following :

Francis Warrington-Strong London
Mary Jones Nottingham
Iran Rowshan (from lran) London
Paridokht Rowshan (from Iran) London
Parvin Shakibaie (from Iran) London
Ghodsieh Kowsari (from Iran) London
Madeline Hellaby Lytham St. Anne’s
Jane Wenden London
John Morley Calcot
Elizabeth Chapman London
Bahia Rowhani (from India) London
Marjorie Johnson Cheadle
Doris Wilkinson Blackpool
John Russell Eccles

May McKechnie (Youth) Glasgow
Nura Yarshater (from Germany)  London
Leonard Chapman Leicester
June May Nottingham
Shamsolzoha Adl (from Iran) Hull
Florence Duncan Manchester
Soli Rowhani (from India) London
Yvonne Williams Cardiff

Daryouch Kazemi (Youth from Iran) Shoreham-by-Sea
Edgar Boyett Portsmouth
Ferdousieh Salimi (Youth from Iran) Nottingham

Badieh Chawgizi (from Iran) London
Gover Sanjana (from India) London
Sheila Reid (Youth) Bournemouth

Jamshid Anvar (Youth from Iran) Colchester



THOUGHTS ON THE BAHAI FUND

“THE SECRET OF RIGHT LIVING’

BAHA'U'LLAH
‘O Son of Being! Walk in My statutes for love of
Me and deny thyself that which thou desirest if thou

seekest My pleasure.’ (Arabic Hidden Words, 38)

‘He, verily, shall recompense the charitable, and

doubly repay them for what they have bestowed.’
(Gleanings, p. 278)

‘ABDU’L-BAHA
‘Human attitudes must not be limited for God is un-
limited and whosoever is the servant of the threshold
of God must likewise be free from limitations.’

(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 384)

‘God does not ask from any soul except according to
his ability. This contribution must come from all vil-
lages and from all the believers of God.’

(Tablet to East and West, 1909)

‘In brief, O ye friends of God, rest assured that in
place of this contribution, your commerce, your agri-
culture and industries shall be blessed many times.
Whosoever comes with one good act God will give him
tenfold. There is no doubt that the living Lord shall
assist and confirm the generous soul.’

(Tablet to East and West, 1909)

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty.
‘The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that
watereth shall be watered also himself.’
(Proverbs 11:24, 25)

‘Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and

offerings.’ (Malachi 3: 8)

‘Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to

you again.’ (Luke 6:38)

‘But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully.

‘Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver.

‘And God is able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work.’

(II Corinthians 9: 6, 7, 8)

QUR’AN

‘Verily, this present life is only a play and a vain
amusement: but if ye believe, and fear God, He will
give you your rewards. He doth not require of you
your whole substance; if He should require the whole
of you, and earnestly press you, ye would become nig-
gardly, and it would raise your hatred against His
apostle. Behold, ye are those who are invited to expend
part of your substance for the support of God’s true
religion; and there are some of you who are niggardly.
But whoever shall be niggardly, shall be niggardly to-
wards his own soul: for God wanteth nothing, but ye
are needy: and if ye turn back, He will substitute
another people in your stead, who shall not be like unto
you.

(Translation by George Sale, p. 413, Chap. xlvii)

THE GUARDIAN

‘We must be like the fountain or spring that is con-
tinually emptying itself of all that it has and is con-
tinually being refilled from an invisible source. To be
continually giving out for the good of our fellows un-
deterred by fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing
bounty of the Source of all wealth and all good—this
is the secret of right living.’

‘He hopes that the friends will display a certain
amount of faith and courage and not fear present econ-
omic conditions. We should not let financial considera-
tions hamper our work and discourage us in rendering
our services. Giving lavishly during days of plenty can-
not be termed sacrifice. It applies only to our activities
when depression and econornic difficulties seem to
block the way . . . Whatever we sacrifice at present is
to assure the welfare of humanity and ourselves as
members of it in the future.’

(Through his secretary to the British Baha’is,

Bahd’i News 59, p. 6)

‘And as the progress and extension of spiritual activi-
ties is dependent and conditioned upon material
means, it is of absolute necessity that immediately
after the establishment of local as well as national
Spiritual Assemblies, a Bahd’{ Fund be established, to
be placed under the exclusive control of the Spiritual
Assembly. All donations and contributions should be
offered to the Treasurer of the Assembly, for the ex-
press purpose of promoting the interests of the Cause,
throughout the locality or country. It is the sacred
obligation of every conscientious and faithful servant of
Baha’u’ll4h who desires to see His Cause advance, to
contribute freely and generously for the increase of

that Fund . . . I cherish the hope that all the friends,



realising the necessity of this measure, will bestir them-
selves and contribute, however modestly at first, to-
wards the speedy establishment and the increase of

that Fund.’ (Bahd't Administration, p. 36-37)

“The Guardian would advise your Assembly to con-
tinue impressing upon the believers the necessity of
their contributing regularly to the National Fund, ir-
respective of whether there is an emergency to be met
or not. Nothing short of a continuous flow of contri-
butions to that Fund can, indeed, ensure the financial
stability upon which so much of the progress of the in-
stitutions of the Faith must now inevitably depend.’
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(Through his secretary, Bahd't News 95, p. 1)

‘As the activities of the . . . community expand, and
its worldwide prestige correspondingly increases, the

institution of the National Fund, the bedrock on which
all other institutions must necessarily rest and be
established, acquires added importance, and should be
increasingly supported by the entire body of the be-
lievers, both in their individual capacities, and through
their collective efforts, whether organised as groups or
as local Assemblies. The supply of funds, in support of
the National Treasury, constitutes, at the present time,
the life-blood of these nascent institutions which you
are labouring to erect. Its importance cannot, surely,
be over estimated. Untold blessings shall no doubt
crown every effort directed to that end. I am eagerly
and prayerfully awaiting the news of an unprecedented
expansion in so vital an organ of the administrative
Order of the Faith.’ (Bahd’i News, October, 1935)

(This compilation is based in part on one issued by
the American N.S.A. during the first Seven Year Plan.)

‘THE BOUNTY OF GIVING’

The Bounty of Giving is the Bounty of Sacrifice, and
without Sacrifice, Giving, in itself, has little effect.

In the Hidden Words God tells us: ‘Bestow My
wealth upon My poor, that in heaven thou mayest
draw from stores of unfading splendour and treasuries
of imperishable glory. But by My life! to offer up thy
soul is a more glorious thing couldst thou but see with
Mine eye.’

In essence the Bahd'i Life, the true life of Man, is
the offering of the soul to God. The allegiance of our
hearts and minds is the first tribute He desires, and
without this, other offerings are of little account to
Him. Is this not why Bahd’u’lléh has withheld from
non-Bah#’fs the privilege of giving their money for the
help of His Cause?

For those who have recognised His Greatest Name,
however, God has made available every means through
which we can devote our lives to Him and the service
of humanity.

Mankind is in a grievous plight. In the words of
Shoghi Effendi: “The needs of a sorely stricken society
groping in its distress for God’s Redemptive Message
are growing more acute with every passing hour.” Can
we say we believe in God and ignore this? Everything
we have is from God, and it is a great responsibility
upon us to use these gifts as He wishes, and His plan
for this present time is the unification of Mankind and
the establishment of His Faith. This needs our devo-
tion, our time and our wealth. Men are losing all these

things in fruitless wars and endeavours—we have the
boundless privilege of putting them to the service of
God.

Each one of us has many responsibilities, and it does
not always seem easy to decide what weight to give to
each. In some cases the Guardian has guided us. He
has indicated that a Bah4’{ must not pioneer if this will
leave a dependent in the lurch; he has written that the
settlement of our debts precedes donation to the Funds;
and we all have the duty to bring up and educate our
families. (Does not Bah4’u’ll{h write: “The best of
men are they that earn a livelihood by their calling and
spend upon themselves and upon their kindred for the
love of God, the Lord of all worlds.”)

But these problems fall into perspective once we are
filled with a consuming desire to serve God and to
sacrifice our all in His path. Even our spending upon
ourselves and kindred must be ‘for the love of God,
the Lord of all Worlds’.

If our desire to serve is sincere God Himself solves
our problems—if we devote our possessions to His
service we start the flow of a mysterious ‘fountain’
which is replenished from a hidden source; whereas if
the ‘water’ does not flow out, it is impossible for it to

be replenished.

He is not a philosophical concept, He is God. If He
wishes us to work for Him He will not leave us with-
out the tools—but first we must sacrifice—only then
can the spiritual and material bounties begin to flow-
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