








©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



Appointment of Board by European Hands
of the Cause

The Board consists of Tove Deleuran, Dorothy Fer-
raby, Angeline Giachery, Anna Grossmann, Louis
Henuzet, Marion Hofman, Joel Marangella, Eugen
Schmidt, Elsa Steinmetz. Each of these friends received
a letter of appointment of which the text is given

below :

In accordance with the Guardian’s instructions con-
tained in his messages of October 8th, 1952 and April
5th, 1954, we, the Hands of the Cause in the European
Continent, have met on this first day of the Holy
Ridvédn and after prayerful consultation appointed you
to the Auxiliary Board for this continent.

As members of this body you will act as our depu-
ties, assistants and advisers in the promotion of the
interests of the Ten Year Crusade. You will maintain
under our personal guidance relations, and co-operate
with, all National Assemblies charged with the execu-
tion of the Ten Year Plan in the Continent; you will,
no doubt, be able to help stimulate weak Centres,
Groups and Assemblies through your visits. The mem-
bers of the Board are to travel for encouragement and
inspiration of all activities directly concerned with the
Ten Year Plan and will report conditions and submit
recommendations to the Hands who, in their turn, will
keep in close touch with the existing administrative
bodies.

Because of the need for wide travel, we have appor-
tioned the areas of the Continent as follows:

1. Great Britain and Ireland, Faroe Islands, Iceland,
Spitzbergen, Lofoten and Norway: Marion Hofman
and Dorothy Ferraby, assisting the Hand George
Townshend.

2. Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Germany, Austria,
Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg, France, Corsica, An-
dorra, Yugoslavia (and countries not yet accessible):
Eugen Schmidt, Anna Grossmann, Louis Henuzet,
Joel Marangella, assisting Hands Hermann Grossmann
and Adelbert Muhlschlegel.

3. Spain, Portugal, Balearic Isles, Monaco, Leich-
tenstein, San Marino, Switzerland, Italy, Sicily, Sar-
dinia, Malta, Greece, Crete, Rhodes, Cyprus: Elsa
Steinmetz, Angeline Giachery and Tove Deleuran,
assisting the Hand Ugo Giachery.

A fund for the Board’s expenses has been initiated
in order to facilitate the discharge of its functioning.
The Trustee of the Fund for this Continent is the
Hand Ugo Giachery.

We are certain you realise the great importance of
this appointment and joyfully be ready to render such
devoted services as you will be called to perform for
the realisation of the aims of the World Spiritual
Crusade.

Appointment of Board by African Hand
of the Cause
Mr. Musa Banani has appointed the following Board:

John Allen, Elsie Austin, Ali Nakhjavani, Jalal
Nakhjawani, John Robarts, William Sears, Mohamad
Mustafa Soleiman, Valerie Wilson, Aziz Yazdi.

Areas are allocated as follows:

Elsie Austin: Tunisia, Algeria, the three Moroccos,
Canary Islands, Rio de Oro, Spanish Sahara, French
West Africa, Gambia, Portuguese Guinea.

Valerie Wilson: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast,
Gold Coast, Northern Territories, Ashanti, British and
French Togolands, Dahomey, Nigeria, British Cam-

€roons.

John Robarts: French Cameroons, French Equa-
torial Africa, Spanish Guinea, West and South Belgian
Congo, Angola, South West Africa, Bechuanaland.

William Sears: Union of South Africa, Basutoland.

John Allen: Swaziland, the Rhodesias, Nyasaland,
Mozambique.

Jalal Nakhjawani: Tanganyika, Zanzibar Islands,
Madagascar, Comoro Islands, Reunion, Mauritius.

A. Nakjavani: Uganda, Ruanda-Urundi, and Nor-
thern part of Belgian Congo.

Aziz Yazdi: Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, the three
Somalilands, Socotra Island, Seychelles.

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
Supplementary Report

On April 1gth we were able to cable the Guardian
that all the overseas territories allocated to us were
open and that all the home assemblies could be main-
tained. The Guardian cabled back ‘Heartfelt congratu-
lations great victory’. Although it was only by a narrow
margin that the home assemblies have been saved, and
although only four new towns have pioneers in them,
the Guardian considers that we have achieved a great
victory.

The last territory overseas under jurisdiction of the
British National Assembly to be opened to the Faith
was British Togoland. Albert Buapia of Topremang in
the Gold Coast on hearing that the Guardian would be
glad if one of the new Bahd’is in Topremang could
go to British Togoland set out for that territory im-
mediately and entered it on April gth. Another new
Bah#’{ from the British Cameroons has now joined
him. Other new BahZ’is from the British Cameroons
have opened French Togoland and French Cameroons,
and one has gone also to Ashanti where there was no
Bah#’i. Meanwhile Mehrangiz Munsiff has gone to
the French Cameroons also, so that altogether seven
Bah#’{s from territories under British jurisdiction have
becomes Knights of Bah4’u’lldh since the Annual Re-
port was written. We have also assisted the pioneer
in Gambia to obtain an extension of his visa.

Although the British Cameroons has sent out five
pioneers, a Local Assembly is being formed at Victoria
this Ridvdn. An Assembly will also be formed in Braz-
zaville as a result of the efforts of Max Kunyarese there.
The momentous journey which helped him and Enoch
Olinga to settle is indeed bearing wonderful fruit.

At home, only great efforts have made possible the
maintenance of all Assemblies and several have been
maintained only by pioneers going to them for a limited



stay. Nevertheless the Guardian considers this a great
victory. The Home Front has necessarily had to take
second place during most of the year and to have
achieved what has been done without losing an
Assembly is itself noteworthy. Moreover four towns
have been opened to the Faith—Reading, Hull, Leices-
ter and Plymouth. The last was opened by two nurses,
who being unable to obtain places to continue their
training in Edinburgh as they wished, where they were
needed, went instead to Plymouth where their services
will also be most valuable.

It was only two days before Ridvan that we knew for
certain that the Assemblies would be maintained. The
thanks of the whole Community are due to all those
who have so nobly stepped into the breach at the last
minute, and particularly to Dorothy Bechtol, who
although only a temporary member of the British Com-
munity and not in perfect health, is going to Notting-
ham to help the active Community there.

In the International sphere, a thrilling cable from
the Guardian has been received concerning the Ridvén
meeting by Continents of the Hands of the Cause.
Our own dearly loved Hand of the Cause, George
Townshend, had hoped to attend in Frankfurt in spite
of his poor health, and arrangements for his travel were
complete, when a fall made his attendance impossible.
Mr. Townshend has naturally been very disappointed
that he has been thus prevented from going.

The search for a Haziratu’l-Quds continues. One
property we were investigating, into which we thought
we could not settle for less than £17,000—/20,000, the
Guardian advised was too expensive, and even had
he not done so, we could not have obtained the
property as the London County Council eventually
refused permission for us to use it as our headquarters.
An application to the L.C.C. is now pending for use
of a slightly smaller property between Kensington and
Gloucester Road underground stations.

Various possible plots of ground in and near Kam-
pala have been described to the Guardian as possible
sites for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkér there and the investi-
gations continue under the Guardian’s guidance. It is
thought that a satisfactory plan has been evolved to
enable the Cause to own the land through Trustees,
but approval by the Government of Uganda will be
needed. Laws concerning land ownership are complex,
and neither Europeans nor European religious bodies
can hold land in the ordinary way, so that great care is
needed to ensure compliance with the land laws, while
at the same time securing that the land may be used
for building a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

The Legal Committee, on which the National
Assembly’s solicitor serves, has begun drafting a
pattern Memorandum and Articles of Association for
use by Assemblies strong enough to incorporate. The
London and Manchester Assemblies at least should be
able to do so when the drafts are ready.

A place at which to hold Summer School has at last
been discovered, at Exeter. This is the first Summer
School to be held in the South for many years and it is
hoped that the Southern Bah#’is who have felt the
Northern Summer Schools to be too far away will make
full use of their opportunity to attend this year.

The National Assembly would like to place on record
that five of its members have volunteered for pioneer-

ing overseas during the year, although so far none have
gone. Two were advised by the Guardian to stay in
England, one was advised by the National Assembly
to adopt an alternative plan to deputise another pioneer
who had already made headway, two are still hoping
to be able to pioneer overseas.

Further progress has been made with several of the
translations into African languages, although no more
completed translations or publications can be an-
nounced.

Much has been achieved during the year, and pro-
gress made towards some of the goals which have not
yet been achieved. But much also remains to be done.
The unprecedented victories for which the Guardian
told Teaching Conference he was praying have not yet
become manifest. May they do so in the coming year.

Members of the National Spiritual Assembly

Hasan Balyuzi—Chairman
Richard Backwell—Vice-Chairman
John Ferraby—Secretary

John Mitchell —Treasurer

Dorothy Ferraby

Marion Hofman

Connie Langdon-Davies

Betty Reed

Louis Ross-Enfield

AFRICA COMMITTEE
Supplementary Report

We stated in our main report that all our virgin ter-
ritories in Africa had been opened to the Faith ex-
cept British Togoland. This being part of the Gold
Coast, it seemed necessary to wait until the Govern-
ment decided on our application for entry permits for
Bahd’i teachers before any non-African pioneer could
get in, and two American pioneers were waiting for
this. However, when the Guardian appealed for
pioneers to get into any of the territories in which
pioneers had not yet actually arrived, we asked him
whether the situation justified an appeal to the very
new territories in the British Cameroons and the Gold
Coast Colony on behalf of the French Cameroons and
the two Togolands respectively. When he cabled
Advise send pioneers promptly British Togoland
French Togoland French Cameroons’ we immediately
sent an appeal for pioneers to both these communities.
Meanwhile the Guardian had also cabled Mr. Banani,
Hand of the Cause in Africa, to expedite the sending of
pioneers from British Cameroons to these three terri-
tories and his son-inlaw Ali Nakhjavani flew over
there to help organise this. The result was that seven
believers in British Cameroons offered and three were
chosen. While Ali was in French Cameroons settling
the first one, another appeal came for pioneers also for
Ashanti and the Northern Territories Protectorate and
two more were immediate ready to leave with the
others the next morning—one of these had to be



accepted by cable so he could go. All five were settled
in the various territories between April gth and 18th.

Meanwhile. we had heard nothing from the com-
munity in the Gold Coast at Topremang and did not
know how they had received the appeal, until on April
19th we received a letter saying they had consulted
about it at the Nineteen-Day Feast on the evening of
April 8th and the pioneer chosen had set out at 5 a.m.
the next day. Surely a true example of ‘instant, exact
and complete obedience’. We should remember the
names of these pioneers, all so new in the Faith and so
devoted :

From Topremang, Gold Coast: Albert Buapiah.

From British Cameroons: Samuel Njiki, David
Tanyi, Benedict Eballa, Martin Manga, Edward Tabe.

Sponsored by the Indian N.S.A., whose goal it is,
Mehrangiz Munsiff has also pioneered to French
Cameroons and has already linked up with Samuel
Njiki and formed a group there.

Two schoolboys from East Africa have gone to the
Gold Coast Colony to a school there and will be a
valuable addition to the number of believers in that
territory.

The Committee has also been helping Mr. Roozbe-
hyan, the Indian pioneer to Gambia, to settle. He was
at first given only a visa for fifteen days, but Gambia
being a British colony, letters from our N.S.A. support-
ing him helped and he now has a permit for three
months. We have made an application for a permanent
permit for him as a Baha’f teacher.

The Community in the British Cameroons has con-
tinued to grow since we made our main report and
altogether twenty believers have been accepted. There-
fore although pioneers have gone out, an assembly has
been formed in Victoria.

An assembly has been elected at Topremang in the
Gold Coast, and one has formed at Brazzaville; this is
an Egyptian territory, but the work is done by one of
our pioneers, Max Kanyerezi, from Uganda.

Uganda has maintained all the assemblies formed
last year and added new ones, making a total of 24.
There are now over 670 believers there. As a new
development, this year Africans themselves, after a
special meeting for instruction, have been supervising
the formation of new assemblies, instead of the
pioneers. A new assembly has also been formed at
Bukoba in Tanganyika.

Nairobi contributed also to the pioneering in West
Africa by releasing Aziz Yazdi to do Ali Nakjavani’s
work in Kampala in connection with the purchase of
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkdr land and the preparation of the
Teso assemblies for formation. Aziz witﬁout hesitation
left his family and business for over a month, and great
thanks are due to him.

NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE
Supplementary Report

ALL ESTABLISHED ASSEMBLIES MAINTAINED

It is with deep feeling that we report to Convention
that the 23 established assemblies on the home front
have all been maintained this year. We express our

deep gratitude to those friends who have arisen to fill
the gaps which existed—and gaps existed even as late
as April 19th.

Pioneers who arose were: Aileen Beale, Mrs. Moht-
adi, Marion Mihailoff, Joan Benfield, Lilo Jesson,
Trudi Scott, Dereck and Doreen Watkins, Dorothy
Becthal, Fred Stahler, Noura Faridian and Ingrid
Schoell.

Our assemblies have been maintained once again at
the cost of great personal sacrifice.

SPIRITUAL BALANCE SHEET

This Committee was very disturbed by the position
which confronted us in the last few months of the
year, when it became obvious that once again it would
be necessary to appeal for shortterm, ‘last-ditch’
pioneer projects if some of the numerically weaker
assemblies were to be saved.

We appreciated that the whole community would
share our concern, and we therefore made a thorough
analysis of the position to see what had caused these
gaps to exist.

The details of this analysis demonstrate very clearly
that we can take courage from the achievements of the
British Community. Here are the figures, based on in-
formation in our possession on April 4th, 1954:

In the last year changes took place in the British com-
munity which led to 35 gaps occurring. With the ex-
ception of 4 of these gaps, they all occurred in the
smaller numerically weaker communities (e.g. Brigh-
ton, Nottingham, Sheffield, Glasgow, Cardiff, Tor-
quay, Edinburgh, Bristol).

An analysis of these 35 groups revealed the follow-
ing: 11 were caused by pioneers arising for the Euro-
pean-Asian fields (including Eire); 6 were caused by
death; 18 were caused by unavoidable departures (Mr.
and Mrs. Hakim from Brighton, Muhammad Karimi
from Edinburgh, etc.), zransfers (Joan Benfield from
Cardiff, Prudence George from Edinburgh, etc.), and
withdrawals (3 people formally withdrew from the
Faith last year).

Despite this, we were faced in the last months with
the filling not of 35 gaps but 13. Fourteen communi-
ties had increased their numbers by declarations.

Although we have no grounds for complacency, we
certainly have no grounds to feel discouraged.

LATEST POSITION OF GOAL TOWNS

We have to report two items in connection with Goal
Towns—one is the temporary sacrifice of a goal town
(a very real personal sacrifice to the pioneer concerned):
Fred Stahler has had to be asked to leave Aberdeen,
which he opened earlier this year, and go to New-
castle to fill the gap there. Fred offered to go anywhere
he might be needed on April 21st. He has now, there-
fore, undertaken to enter upon a six months’ pioneer
project in Newcastle, and we have promised to make a
special appeal for a pioneer to go to Aberdeen before
Fred returns there.

The other news is good—Plymouth is to be opened
by two nurses, Miss Khaze and Miss Howaidai, who
are taking midwifery training there. Arrangements
have been completed for them both to go to Plymouth
next month.



BAHA’I CENTRES

Ten Bah4’f Centres now exist, three of which were
opened this year—in Leeds, Norwich and Bourne-
mouth.

IMMEDIATE FUTURE
(1) Goal Towns

(2) Those opened this year—Our first priority is to
re-establish and then strengthen Aberdeen.

The present position in Hull, Leicester and Read-
ing is that the work in all three cities has reached the
stage where the support of a second pioneer is
needed, and yet further help from those assemblies
engaged in extension teaching.

(&) Choice of new goal towns—This will be
covered later, but perhaps we should say at this point
that four further goal towns will need to be opened
during the coming year if we are to ensure even the

minimum required in the second year of the Ten
Year Plan.

(i) Teaching to Reap the Harvest of Sacrifice

Every year considerable sacrifices are made to
maintain assemblies. A tremendous effort is made,
and then we relax. But now that we are in the Ten
Year Crusade we cannot afford to spend the precious
months at the beginning of the year in rest. Key
towns—Edinburgh, Belfast and Cardiff—are crying
out for help. Outlying towns—such as Torquay and
Newcastle—are suffering through their geographical
isolation. Numerically weaker places, such as Black-
burn and Bristol, need strengthening. These cities
are a constant challenge to us all through the year.
There are three positive ways in which everyone can
help—those who can do so are asked to visit one or
other of these communities; those who cannot visit
are asked to correspond with the friends there and
share news of the Cause; and those who feel they are
too pushed for time even to write, are asked to pray.
In this way we shall strengthen the bonds of fellow-
ship, and bring the strength of the whole community
to the pioneers and resident believers in these towns.

(iii) Local Goals

Later on we shall be talking about goals that can
be set locally by each assembly. Here we mention
only briefly one or two steps that are necessary before
the incorporation of an assembly can take place. First
comes stabilisation. That means that the local assem-
bly concerned is able to hold its own against the in-
evitable changes that occur each year through
pioneers arising, people transferring to other towns,
or sometimes death. Stabilisation in fact means that
we cease to go through the hair-raising experience
just before April 21st or ‘meeting the deadline’.
Part of stabilisation would undoubtedly be the open-
ing of a Bahd’i Centre.

Then comes consolidation, steady growth, the
putting down into the native soil of a place, as it
were, healthy roots that nothing can shake. That
stage must be reached before an assembly can be in-

corporated, before it can take upon itself the re-
sponsibilities involved in becoming a legal entity.

Incorporation of our assemblies is a goal of our
Ten Year Plan, so we must be ready when the time
comes.

CONCLUSION

There can be only one note upon which the Supple-
mentary Report of a National Teaching Community
participating in the World Crusade can end: TIME IS
SHORT. One-tenth of our time has gone. We are now
in the second year of the Ten Year Plan. So our last
thought is upon the words of our Beloved Master,
spoken to the friends in Paris a few days before He
left that city: ‘Now I say unto you, bear this on your
hearts and in your minds. Verily your light shall
illumine the whole world, your spirituality shall affect
the heart of things. You shall in truth become the
lighted torches of the Globe. Fear not, neither be dis-
mayed, for your light shall penetrate the densest dark-
ness. This is the Promise of God which I give unto
you. Rise! and serve the Power of God.’

That promise has been made to us too, for we have
all been called by The Master to ‘Rise! and serve the
Power of God’.

G. BACKWELL E. GREGORY
R. BACKWELL B. REED
A. BEALE 0. SUTTON

Additions to the Community

27

Since the last list was published in Bahd't Journal,
registration cards have been received from the fol-
lowing :

Sarah Irani, Leeds
Rustom Irani, Leeds

Lilo Jessen, Manchester
Doreen Geary, Brighton
Judith Masefield, Oxford
Daniel Jordan, Oxford
Ralph Allan, Glasgow
Norman Tanner, Leicester
David Mumford, Manchester
Ronald Ellwand, Liverpool
Mary Hughes, Liverpool

Correction

One word in the Guardian’s cable of April 5th pub-
lished in Bahd'i Journal No. 113, was wrongly trans-
mitted. In the next to last paragraph, for * Common-
wealth * read ‘ Civilisation ’.

HOLYWELL PRESS, ALFRED STREET, OXFORD
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