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the Paris Spiritual Assembly, of the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahd’is of France, the establishment,
under the aegis of the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahd’is of Germany and Austria, of the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of Austria, and the
establishment, under the aegis of the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahd’is of the United States, and in
association with the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahd’is of Italy and Switzerland, of independent
National Spiritual Assemblies in Italy and Switzerland.
Second, the construction of the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
of Europe in the city of Frankfurt, the heart of Ger-
many, which occupies such a central position in the
continent of Europe. Third, the purchase of land for
the future construction of two Mashriqu’l-Adhkars, one
in the north in the city of Stockholm, and one in the
south in the city of Rome, the seat and stronghold of
the most powerful Church in Christendom. Fourth,
the opening of the following thirty virgin territories
and islands: Albania, Crete, Estonia, Finno-Karelia,
Frisian Islands, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia,
Rumania, White Russia, assigned to the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of Germany and
Austria; Channel Islands, Cyprus, Faroe Islands,
Hebrides Islands, Malta, Orkney Islands, Shetland
Islands, assigned to the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Bahd’is of the British Isles; Andorra, Azores,
Balearic Islands, Lofoten Island, Spitzbergen, Ukraine,
assigned to the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bah4’fs of the United States of America; Liechtenstein,
Monaco, Rhodes, San Marino, Sardinia, Sicily, assigned
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of
Italy and Switzerland. Fifth, the translation and pub-
lication of Bah&’f literature in the following ten lan-
guages to be undertaken by the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahd’is of the United States of
America, through its European Teaching Committee :
Basque, Estonian, Flemish, Lapp, Maltese, Piedmon-
tese, Romani, Romansch, Yiddish, Ziryen. Sixth, the
consolidation of Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Holland, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, allocated to the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of the United States
of America; of Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Poland, Russian S.F.S., Yugoslavia, allocated
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of
Germany and Austria; of Eire, allocated to the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of the British Isles;
of Iceland, allocated to the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Bah4’{s of Canada; and of Corsica, allocated to
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah4’is of Italy
and Switzerland. Seventh, the incorporation of the
thirteen above-mentionad National Spiritual Assem-
blies. Eighth, the establishment by these same
National Spiritual Assemblies of national Bah4’{ en-
dowments. Ninth, the establishment of a national
Haziratu’l-Quds in the capital city of each of the coun-
tries where National Spiritual Assemblies are to be
established, as well as one in London and one in Paris.
Tenth, the formation of a National Bah4’{ Publishing
Trust in Frankfurt, Germany. Eleventh, the formation
of Israel Branches of the National Spiritual Assemblies
of the Bah4’{s of the British Isles and of Germany and
Austria, authorised to hold, on behalf of their parent
institutions, property dedicated to the holy Shrines at

tne world Centre of tne Faith in tae State of Israel.
‘T'welfth, the conversion to the Faith of representatives
of the Basque and Gypsy races. Thirteenth, the
appointment, during Ridvén 1954, by the Hands of the
Cause in Europe, of an auxiliary board of nine mem-
bers who will, in conjunction with the four National
Spiritual Assemblies participating in the European
campaign, assist, through periodic and systematic visits
to Baha'’f centres, in the ethicient and prompt execution
of the Plans formulated for the prosecution of the
teaching campaign in the European continent.

A continent occupying such a central and strategic
position on the entire planet; so rich and eventful in
its history; so diversified in its culture; from whose
soil sprang both the Hellenic and Roman civilisations;
the mainspring of a civilisation to some of whose
features Bahd’u’lldh Himself paid tribute; on whose
southern shores Christendom first established its home;
along whose eastern marches the mighty forces of the
Cross and the Crescent so frequently clashed; on whose
south-western extremity a fast evolving Islamic culture
yielded its fairest fruit; in whose heart the light of the
Reformation shone so brightly, shedding its rays as far
as the outlying regions of the globe; the well-spring of
American culture; whose northern and western fringes
were first warmed and illuminated, less than a century
ago, by the dawning light of the Revelation of
Bahd'u’llah; in whose heart a Community, so rich in
promise, was subsequently established; whose soil was
later sanctified by the twicerepeated visit of the
appointed Centre of His Covenant; which witnessed, in
consequence of the rise and establishment of the
Administrative Order of His Faith, the erection of two
of the foremost pillars of the future Universal House
of Justice; which, in recent years, sustained the dynamic
impact of a series of national Plans preparatory to the
launching of a world spiritual crusade —such a con-
tinent has at last at this critical hour, this great turning-
point in its fortunes, entered upon what may well be
regarded as the opening phase of a great spiritual
revival that bids fair to eclipse any period in its
spiritual history.

May the elected representatives of the National
Bah4’i Communities entrusted with the conduct of this
momentous undertaking launched on the soil of this
continent, aided by the Hands of the Cause and their
auxiliary board, reinforced by the local communities,
the groups and isolated believers sharing in this mas-
sive and collective enterprise, and supported by the
subsidiary agencies to be appointed for its efficient
prosecution, be graciously assisted by the Lord of Hosts
to contribute, in the years immediately ahead, through
their concerted efforts and collective achievements, in
both the teaching and administrative spheres of Bah4’{
activity, to the success of this glorious Crusade, and
lend a tremendous impetus to the conversion, the
reconciliation and the ultimate unification of the divers
and conflicting peoples, races, and classes dwelling
within the borders of a travailing, a sorely-agitated,
and spiritually-famished continent.

May all the privileged participators, enlisting under
the banner of Bahd’u’llh for the promotion of so pre-
eminent and meritorious a Cause, be they from the
Eastern or Western hemisphere, of either sex, white or
coloured, young or old, neophyte or veteran, whether



serving in their capacity as expounders of the teachings,
or administrators, of His Faith, as settlers or itinerant
teachers, distinguish themselves by such deeds of
heroism as will rival, nay outshine, the feats accom-
plished nineteen hundred years ago by that little band
of God-intoxicated disciples who, fearlessly preaching
the Gospel of a newly-arisen Messiah, contributed so
decisively to the illumination, the regeneration and the
advancement of the entire European continent.’

News of the Ten Year Crusade

The following cable was sent to the Stockholm Con-
ference by the Guardian on 23rd July, 1953:

‘Happy convey assembled friends epoch-making
Conference news (of) magnificent response Bahd’i
Communities East, West course less than three-month
interval separating second, third Inter-Continental
Conferences Holy Year to (the) call (to) arise, befit-
tingly inaugurate opening phase World Crusade.
Number pioneers white, coloured, young, old, all con-
tinents who volunteered service both virgin, open ter-
ritories past two hundred mark, including three offers
leper colonies. Ruanda Urundi, Samao Islands,
Daman, Southern Rhodesia, Goa, Kodiak Island,
Italian Somaliland already opened. Settlement French
Equatorial Africa, Solomon Islands, Queen Charlotte
Islands, South-West Africa, Cape Verde Islands, Togo-
land, Mauritius, Reunion Island, St. Helena Island,
St. Thomas Island, Channel Islands, Aleutian Islands,
Azores, Key West, Cook Islands, Monaco, Balearic
Islands, Malta, Cyprus, Hebrides Islands, Northern
Territories Protectorate, Seychelles, Andorra, Canary
Islands, French Somaliland virtually assured. Northern
outposts Faith Western Hemisphere pushed as far as
Arctic Bay, Franklin, seventy-three latitude, Europe
as far as Lofoten Islands. Pioneer en route Fezzan,
Libya, chosen (as) scene (for) ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s banish-
ment by ‘Abdu’l-Hamid. All areas within Western
Hemisphere allocated United States National Assembly
assigned. Third membership same Assembly joining
ranks pioneers. Remaining sister National Assemblies
now vying spiritual race complete assignments their
respective continents. Funds inaugurated, sites being
investigated, purchase land Mashriqu’l-Adhkars
Rome, Panama City, Toronto, National Haziratu’l-

Quds London.

Appeal attendants Conference, (as) thanksgiving
manifold blessings abundantly showered Bahd’u’lldh’s
Crusaders, immortalise proceedings through inaugura-
tion funds (for) purchase sites Temples (in) Northern
city — scene present Conference, Frankfurt — heart
European Continent. Contributing two thousand
pounds furtherance meritorious enterprises.  Urge
moreover participants, in view disproportionately small
number pioneers destined virgin territories in relation
total volunteers, swell roll honour through enlisting
promptly under unfurled banner advancing hosts
Bah#’uw’ll4h. No worthier contribution can be offered
altar Bah#’{ sacrifice, no greater honour won, course
Holy Year now swiftly drawing close.’
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THE THIRD INTER-CONTINENTAL
CONFERENCE

Stockholm, 22nd—26th July, 1953

SOME COMMENTS BY UGO GIACHERY

The comments below were sent by Ugo Giachery,
the Guardian’s special representative at the Conference,
to Habib Hazari for inclusion in a report Habib was
sending to Persia.

My participation in Bahd’{ gatherings, over numbers
of years, both in Europe and in America, has never
given to me such a feeling of intimate joy and satis-
taction as experienced during the Stockholm Inter-
Continental Teaching Conference. The spirit of devo-
tion, of unity and sacrifice shown by all the friends,
independently of their nationality, age or sex, reached
one of the highest, if not the highest, level ever experi-
enced in a Bahd’i gathering at which I have had the
privilege to participate.

The two outstanding episodes of the Conference are,
in my judgment, the unveiling and the viewing of the
Sacred Gift; and the spontaneous offering to pioneer
in virgin territories.

The viewing of the Sacred Gift revealed the com-
plete understanding of the station of the Holy Béb
and the meaning of His Sacrifice by hundreds of Euro-
pean believers, who only a few years, or even a few
months, ago were unaware of the existence of such a
Revelation and of its Hero. It was a moving and
edifying experience beyond any possible human
description, which, in reaching the depths of one’s
soul, left the vital power to spur oneself to heroic deeds
and sacrifices.

The offering to pioneer revealed the maturity of the
believers who have reached the lofty stage in which
serving the Faith is worth more than any other achieve-
ment in the field of human activities.

I knew and felt that the beloved Guardian’s prayers
were surrounding me and the entire assemblage, and
that the wonderful results of the Conference were the
translation of the divine Will in the hearts of the fol-
lowers of Bah4’u’llh.

I cannot refrain to think of and evaluate the great
contribution brought by the Iranian friends to the Con-
ference. Their devotion and spirit of sacrifice was a
true inspiration to all of us and my heart goes to these
dear friends who, notwithstanding the great difficulties
at home, made the great effort to come en masse to the
historical gathering.

AN IMPRESSION BY VIVIAN ISENTHAL

In the year 1853, a man lay on his mat in a dark,
filthy dungeon in Tehran, and in his sleep, a torrent of
light and the Divine Power streamed over Him whom
we know as Bah4’u’ll4h, the Glory of God.

One hundred years later, in a city in the north of
Europe, in a room in which the gold mosaic facets of
the walls glitter with the lights of hundreds of candle
flames and modern electric lamps, a young girl from
Tehran chants a Persian prayer, and hearts are uplifted
in joyful remembrance, and loyalty to Bahd’w’ll4h.
About 380 believers resident in thirty countries have
come from the five Continents to this Unity Banquet.



The reality of that unity was demonstrated by their
deeds during that wonderful week. Among the un-
forgettable incidents at the Conference (attended by
some forty-two visitors from our shores) was the first
morning’s session, when, following upon a report on
the projected purchase of land in Europe for the
Temple sites, a believer offered 5,000 dollars towards
the tund for Stockholm, and others followed his
example with a stream of gifts of money, jewellery,
and personal cherished possessions—even wedding
rings — towards the funds for the three Temples in
Europe, and the Haziratu’l-Quds in London, and by
lunch-time the table was heaped with visible proofs of
love and sacrifice. About 27,000 dollars were realised
before the receipt, two days later, of a cable from the
Guardian regarding the inauguration of such a fund!

Furthermore, in the session devoted to pioneering,
one person in seven volunteered to pioneer, and when
all written offers had been assessed by a special com-
mittee, all territories in Europe were found to be
covered, and money was subscribed towards the initial
support of pioneers in the islands where employment
will be hard to obtain, under the jurisdiction of the
British National Assembly.

Deeply moving was the scene when the Guardian’s
personal representative, Ugo Giachey, unveiled the
portrait of the Bdb (to the tune of Wagner’s ‘ Holy
Grail ) on a dramatically lit stage, and each believer,
after being perfumed with attar of roses sent by the
Guardian, was able to view the picture at close quarters
— a shattering experience.

The Guardian also sent a new film of the Shrines,
taken from an aeroplane flying over Mount Carmel,
and we saw films from Kampala, and of the dedication
of the Temple at Wilmette.

A formal public meeting was held in Stockholm’s
beautiful concert hall, at which the speakers were
Gerd Strand from Norway, and the ever-witty Prof.
Zeine from Beirut, with a Swedish chairman, and
Horace Holley spoke at a further meeting the day after
the conference closed.

Great joy and inspiration were derived from the
presence of fourteen Hands of the Cause, whose con-
tributions both in informal chats with the believers
and in official speeches were so much appreciated.
Among them was one — Mr. Samandari — who had
had the bounty of knowing Bahd’u’lldh.

May the spirit engendered by the Stockholm gather-
ing set Europe aflame from end to end.

BAHA’f PUBLISHING TRUST
MYSTICISM, SCIENCE AND REVELATION, by Glenn

Shook, Ph.D., F.R.S.A.
This book, published by George Ronald, is

now available from the Bah4’{i Publishing
Trust. Dr. Shook is a physicist and a Bah4’i.
He gives an able summary of the beliefs of
mystics, and of their similarities to and differ-
ences from the teachings of revealed religion.
His chapter on meditation should do much to

clarify ideas about this.
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¢ With hearts brimming with the love of
Baha’w’lldh . . ... 2

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Beauty, that
shineth forth above the horizon of eternity, a Beauty
before which as soon as it revealeth itself the kingdom
of beauty boweth down in worship, magnifying it in
ringing tones, to grant that I may die to all that I
possess and live to whatsoever belongeth unto Thee.

P.M. 290

O my friends that dwell upon the dust! Haste forth
unto your celestial habitation. Announce unto your-
selves the joyful tidings: ‘ He Who is the Best-Beloved
is come! He hath crowned Himself with the glory
of God’s Revelation, and hath unlocked to the face of
men the doors of His ancient Paradise’ . . . Proclaim
unto every longing lover: ‘ Behold, your Well-Beloved
hath come among men!”’. ..

Hear Me, ye mortal birls! In the Rose Garden of
changeless splendour a Flower hath begun to bloom,
compared to which every flower is but a thorn, and
before the brightness of whose glory the very essence
of beauty must pale and wither. Arise, therefore, and,
with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the
eagerness of your souls, the full fervour of your will,
and the concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive
to attain the paradise of His presence, and endeavour
to inhale the fragrance of the incorruptible Flower, to
breathe the sacred savours of holiness, and to obtain a
portion of this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso fol-
loweth this counsel will break his chains asunder,
will taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will
attain unto his heart’s desire, and will surrender his
soul into the hands of his Beloved. Bursting through
his cage, he will, even as the bird of the spirit, wing
his flight to his holy and everlasting nest . . .

The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory.
Behold how it hath consumed every mortal veil. O ye
moth-like lovers of His light! Brave every danger,
and consecrate your souls to its consuming flame. O
ye that thirst after Him! Strip yourselves of every
earthly affection, and hasten to embrace your Beloved.
With a zest that none can equal make haste to attain

unto Him.
G.W.B. 319-22

O Ahmad! Forget not My bounties while I am
absent. Remember My days during thy days, and My
distress and banishment in this remote prison. And be
thou so steadfast in My love that thy heart shall not
waver, even if the swords of the enemies rain blows
upon thee and all the heavens and the earth arise

against thee . . .
TABLET OF AHMAD



BAHA’l WORLD

The following are goals which the beloved Guardian
has given to some of the National Spiritual Assemblies
that do not appear in the publiclation on the Ten Year
Plan. They constitute ‘ the broadening and reinforce-
ment of the foundations of the Faith in each of the
twelve areas that are to serve as operational bases for
the prosecution of the twelve National Plans.’

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZzEALAND. (1) Doubling the
number of local Spiritual Assemblies and localities in
Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania. (2) Incorpora-
tion of nineteen local Spiritual Assemblies in Australia,
New Zealand and Tasmania. (3) Formation of an
Asian Teaching Committee empowered to assist in the
prosecution of the teaching phase of the Plan.

BrITIsH ISLES. (1) Doubling the number of Spiritual
Assemblies and localities in the British Isles. (2) Incor-
poration of nineteen Assemblies in England, Scotland,
Wales and Ireland. (3) Formation of European and
Asian Teaching Committees designed to stimulate and
co-ordinate teaching activities of the Plan.

canapA. (1) Doubling the number of local Spiritual
Assemblies. (2) Raising the number of incorporated
Spiritual Assemblies to nineteen. (3) Establishment of
American-Asian Teaching Committee entrusted with
the task to stimulate and co-ordinate teaching activities
initiated in the Plan.
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EGYPT AND sUDAN. (1) Initiation of local Bah&’i
incorporation in Egypt and the Sudan. (2) Doubling
of the number of local Spiritual Assemblies and locali-
ties in Egypt and Sudan.

GERMANY AND AUsTRIA. (1) Doubling the number
of local Spiritual Assemblies and localities in Ger-
many. (2) Doubling the number of local Spiritual
Assemblies and localities in Austria. (3) Incorporation
of nineteen local Spiritual Assemblies in Germany and
Austria. (4) Formation of a European Teaching Com-
mittee designed to stimulate and co-ordinate the
teaching activities of the Plan.

ITALY AND SWITZERLAND (1) Quadrupling the num-
ber of local Spiritual Assemblies and trebling the
number of localities in Italy and Switzerland. (2) In-
corporation of Spiritual Assemblies in the leading
cities of each country. (3) Establish first joint, subse-
quently separate, summer schools. (4) Formation of
European Teaching Committee empowered to stimu-
late and co-ordinate activities initiated in the promotion
of teaching phase of the Plan.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. (1) The extension of
assistance for the establishment of a National
Haziratu'l-Quds in the capital of each of the twenty-
three countries assigned to them for the development
of a National Spiritual Assembly, as well as of national
Bah4’{ endowments in these same countries. (2) The
extension of assistance for the purchase of land for
four future Temples: two in Europe, in Stockholm
and Rome; one in Central America, in Panama City;
and one in Africa, in Johannesburg. (3) Completion
of the landscaping of ground of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
in Wilmette. (4) Raising to one hundred of the num-

ber of incorporated local Spiritual Assemblies withiri
the American Union. (5) Raising to three hundred
of the number of local Spiritual Assemblies in that
same country. (6) Incorporation of Spiritual Assem-
blies in the leading cities of Sweden, Norway, Den-
mark, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, Spain and
Portugal, as well as of the Spiritual Assemblies of
Paris, of Helsingfors, of Tokio, of Suva and of
Johannesburg. (7) Quadrupling the number of local
Spiritual Assemblies and trebling the number of locali-
ties in the aforementioned countries. (9) Conversion
to the Faith of members of the leading Indian tribes.
(9) Conversion to the Faith of representatives of the
Basque and Gipsy races. (10) Establishment of sum-
mer schools in each of the Scandinavian and Benelux
countries, as well as those of the Iberian Peninsula.
(11) Proclamation of the Faith through the Press and
Radio through the United States of America. (12)
Formation of an Asian Teaching Committee designed
to stimulate and co-ordinate the teaching activities
initiated in the Plan.

The additional goals allotted to the remaining five
National Assemblies will be included in a later issue.

OTHER NEWS

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. Six new Assemblies
were formed at Ridvdn to crown their Six Year Plan,
and to raise the number of Assemblies in Australia
to seventeen, no less than five more than were required
under the Plan. The new Assemblies are: Port
Adelaide, Payncham and Unley in South Australia, -
Wollagong and Kuring-gai in New South Wales, and
Suva in Fiji.

Pix, the Australian equivalent of Picture Post, car-
ried on 2nd May an illustrated three-page article on
‘ What is a Baha’{? * written by a Bah#'1.

A newsreel of the dedication of the Temple at Wil-
mette was shown in Sydney news theatres.

caNADA. The use of a Belleville Bahd’{ of Bah4’{
credentials for identification in a bank led to providing
the bank manager with literature about the Faith.

When going to Charlestown to complete the
Assembly there, Fran Bachynski got a job as woman’s
editor of the Guardian within 24 hours of arrival.  The
managing editor told her she was the answer to his
prayers |

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. During the last year of the
¢ Five Year Plan,” ending Ridv4n 1953, nine new Com-
munities were developed in Germany, raising the
number to 24 in Germany and Austria. The new
Communities are: Bad Canstatt, Bonn, Ebingen,
Freiburg i, Breisgau, Giessen, Heilbronn, Ludwigs-
burg, Tubingen, Ulm.

jamarca. An illustrated article on the Faith was pub-
lished in Spotlight, a magazine with wide circulation
in Jamaica.

ranama. Fifteen minutes of free time is being made
available by the ‘ Voice of Panama’ for weekly Bah4’{
broadcasts in Panama City.
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