
o 

, I 

BAHA'I JOURNAL 
Pllblishtd by 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'IS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 
BMJBAHAI. LONDON. w.e.l 

No. lOS Baha'i Year 110 APRIL 19SJ 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HOLY YEAR 
ABRIDGED NOTES OF ADDRESS CIVEN BY 

MR, G. TOWNSHEND AT CONVENTION, l og 

A Grca,t Prophet from the beginning of His c:dstcncc 
on earth IS an Eternal Being, Divine. He holds for all 
time undisputed sovereignty over all that is in hcavc::n 
and on earth. He shows fro m His early childho:ld 
signs of greatness and power. His Call makes no 
spiritual ch:lnge. The ch3nge is physical like that of 
::t, man who passes from sle~p to wakdulness, from 
Silence to speech. He remams the same individual. 
He is ~t the moment of His Call in vested with supreme 
authority and executive p!)wer. He is in a new relation 
tl,) Gxt; whereas at His Declaration he assumes a new 
relation to man. It is wonderful to reRect what really 
happen~ when a Great Prophet takes over from His 
Predecessor the lordship of mankind and initiates by 
H is Call a new Era. The sovereignty of a Prophet, 
through the p~tency of one Word, subdues, quickens 
and revitalises the whole world. Baha'u'IUh in his 
bo~k, PTay~rs and M~dilations. has given us the 
fullest picture of the extent of the inRuence 
of the Prophet'S Word, which revoluti~nises the 
whole of creation. He says of His ~wn utterance 
of this Word that through It • the realities of all 
created things were shaken, were divided, separated, 
scattered, combined and reun ited, disclosing in both 
the contingent world and the heavenly Kingdom 
entities of a new creation.' 

Bah6.'u'll:ih did not make His public Declaration fo r 
ten years after His Call. The Bab recei ved Hi s Call 
about a year bef ::)(e He made His declaration to Mulln 
Husayn. Jesus Ch rist was callcd when John baptised 
Him, but the first open declarat ion He ever made of 
His Messiahship was the evening before His death 
when he announced to Caiaphas, the High Priest , 
that he would see the Son of Man coming with great 
power and glory. This is proved by the fact that 
Jesus' enemies sought but could not find anyone to 
give evidence that He had declared Himself to be the 
Messiah. Jesus acce~ted Peter's declaration of belief 
but never till His trial before the Sanhedrin made a 
declaration Himself. His full authority, however, 
dated from His Call. Baha'u'IHh became active soon 
after His Call; but still as a Bab! we have read how He 
revivified the Bab[ community, not only in Baghdad, 
but through the furthermost confines of Persia, ami 
wrote (still appearing outwardly as a Bab!) the S~tlCIJ 
Vallrys, the Hiddm Wordr and the Book 0/ Certitude. 
He had the fullness of His power but did not mani­
fest it. 

. If you look at t~e scriptur~s of the world you will 
hnd tney a.lI agree 10 manX t!1~ngs and specially in this, 
that the history of mankind IS one whole and that it 
ca~ be rightly understood only in its unity. All these 
scriptures - th :lSe of Krishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, 
Moses and the rest - show that all the peoples of the 
w?rld all .the ti",!e havt: been engaged, however uncon­
SC I?usly! In a slOglt: great process moving towards 
Unification. They have all been told to look to the 
future ":ith eXp'ectancy and hope. This unification and 
redemption Will be effected under the leadership of 
a supreme world Saviour, • the Lord of Hosts' as the 
Bible calls Him, Who through His zeal will accomplish 
this great consummation. What has happened now 
~hrough the ~entt:?ary which we are commemorating 
IS that now In thIS age, the age into which we have 
been born, this great Event has, ::tfter hund«:ds and 
Ihousands of. yean .of waiting and preparation, come 
to pass. ThiS age IS that to which reference is madt: 
at the beginning of the B()~k of Genesis when, in the 
allegory of the fall of man, God gives the promise of a 
future world redemption, foretelling that man will 
wound the tempter's head and the tempter will bruise 
man's heel. When God announced to Abraham 
• through thee will all the families of the earth be 
~lesSt:d,' His thoughts wt:re of this present age, the 
lime of the Call 01 Baha'u'll6.h. When Isaiah spoke: 
of the Ch ild which would be born on whoSt: shoulder 
the government of the world would rest ; when ht: 
spe~ks of 'mighty God: • the everlasting Father,' the 
. Prince of Peace' th:'.lt is to come, he is thinking of 
this present time, of the Lord of Hosts, Bah;i'u'llah, 
Whose centenary we humbly keep in this Holy Year. 

II 
BAHA'! PUBLlSmNG TRUST 

• Some Christian Subjects ' 

This is a reprint of Part II of Some A nrtlln~d 
Qu~sl;ons, with :'.In introduction by George 
To.w.nshend. Christian doctrines regarding the 
Trinity, Holy Communion, the Resurrection, 
Baptism, Original Sin, the Virgin Birth, 
Miracles and Other matters are assessed by the 
Master in the light shed by Bah6.'u'llah. This 
book is valuable both for study by Baha'IS and 
for interested enquirC'u who wish to know the 
Baha', view of such beliefs. Paper '2./6 
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Ihh:i'is ill front of tcmporary Centre, Kohioln 

AFIUCA LETTERS 

The following is :I ~'opy of :1 letter recei\'cd by thc 
"-ampala Spiritual Assembly from the Guardian. d:1tcd 
September 19th, 1952. 

Ilc:lr B:Jh:i'i friends, 
Your letter of JUlie 24 h:ls reached our bdol'nl 

(;U:lrdian, as well as the postscript of /I'l r. Ph ilip I-bins· 
worth , and he has instructed me 10 answer you on his 
Ix·h:M. 

H e is ddighted o\'cr the progress being made there, 
and was \"cry relieved 10 11ear, from the Africa Com­
millee, Ihat the Conference pbns em now go ahc:u] 
smoothly. Also the reports of Ihe work being donc in 
outlying (listriclS (which de:IT t\l rs_ B:lIlani has sent to 

, 

FIRST 

LOCAL 

SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY 

of 

KAMPALA 

UGANDA 

District Teac11ing Committee, Tcw. Uganda 

LOifull ah, an(1 which he shares with the GU:lrdian) 
h,l\"e c:l used much joy. 

It is wonderful to sec that the Afric:all friends, 
h:lving. :as is their ril;tht :1I1d privilege. taken the F:a ith 
of Bah:i-u 'l\;ih \(I their hearts on their own _ :are arisin).! 
to c:a fry it to their fellow-countrymen. :wd arc meeting 
with such notablc success. I-low c\ca rly wc sec th:lI 
when prejudice :ll1d suspicion gil'c way 10 love :lnd 
con fidence. the Power of God Rows th rou,gh and brings 
unexp(:cted confirrn:ltioll ! 

He w:as \'ery pleased to sec you ha\'c initiated a p!:an 
of your own, but feels that any pl:ws fo r tr:lnslation 
should he worked out in close consult:lI ion with the 
Africa Comm ittee. This docs not mean he is avcrse 
to ncw trans!:at ions. 
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Wonderful work lies ahe.:ld of your Assembly. :md 
YOll m.:ly be sure he follows your activi ties with dose 
imercsi mHl 5l1ppOr15 thcm with hi~ loving prayers. 

\\'ilh warm Bah:i'I 101'e, 
R . Rlr.Hnlr.:-I1 

(In the Guardi:lIl'~ Oll'n handwriting): 

~lay Ihe Bdon~{1 whose Calise you arc prollltJting 
with exemplary ralour, rew:mJ you aburubntly for 
yllur splendid ach ievemellts, remol'e every obst:1cle 
trum your path, and enable you to lnlluble continually 
th. rl"Coro of your unfor~e(lablc .services, 

Your true and ~rateful brolher, 
51100llt 

Thomas llrc"kwdl, the firsr English Baha'i 

FOR MEDITATION 

o God, i\ly G.)d! Shield T hy trusted servanlS from 

the evils of $(lf :md p:1ssion, protect them with the 

watch ful eye of T hy loving kind ness from all TancoUT. 

hale .:Int! elll'y, sheller them in the impregnable strong­

hold of Thy cause and, safe from the (!:Iris of doubt 

fulncss, Ill:l ke them the rn:1nifestat ions of Thy g lorious 

Signs, ill u mine their bees with the effulgent rays shed 

frorn the Dayspring flf Thy Divine Unity, gbdden 

their hearts with the vcrses rel'ealcd from Th y Holy 

Kingdom, strengthen their loins by T hy all-swaying 

power th:1t wmc(h from Thy Rea!m of Glory. Thou 

art the AIl-BnuntifuL the Proleclor, the All-M ight)" 

Ihe Gracious. 

3 

SOME ANSWERS BY GEORGE TOWNSHEND 

(Conc!mlillg Sait'S) 

Quution: What arc the charactcristics of lhe New 
Era :tccording to the Bible? 

AIIStIIt/": 

«(/) Illstia', gOllcnml('lIt (Illd 1(1(11 lor (11/1lt/tiQIIS: 

II S:1muc] I'ii, 12-16; 1 Chronicles xI'i, '>'>' 
Psalms xxii, 2B; I, 6; lxxii, 1-1 9; lxxxii, 8; lxxxI', 
to; Isaiah ii , 2-4; ix, 6-7; xxx ii, 103; xliii, 9; 
Jcrc.:m i:,h xxxi, 33; xxx iii, 15; Obad iah xxi. 

Ib) PC(ICC . 

Isaiah xi. b·\}; IXI', 17-25; Ezekiel xxxiv, 25; 
Hose:1 ii, ,S; H :lggai ii, 9; Zt"Chariah xiI', II. 

(c) World Ullit)' 
Daniel ii, 44; i\licah iv, 2'3. 

«(I) WorM lJrothcrhood 
Zt"Chariah ii i, to. 

k) Ol/e F(Jit" 
Isaiah Iii, 6; I\'i, 7; lxvi, 23; Zcchariah xiI', 9, 

(/) Spiritu(ll Quickenillg 
Ezek iel xi, 19; Jod ii, 28-29. 

(g) VI/iller.wl ulllgullge 
Zephani:lh iii, 9; Zechariah xiI', 9, 

(II) Olle I/{III/e lor ,(lith/ul 
IS:liah lxii, 2. 

(I) Dell/oemc)' 
Jeremiah xxx, 21. 

(J) SciClia' 
Daniel xii. 4; N:1hum ii, 3-4; H ab:lkkuk II, '4-

(k) Health 
Isaiah IxI'. 19-20; ~labchi. i\' , 2. 

(I) Securily, P/(,II/}, 
Isaiah iv, 2; xxx, 2;; lXI", 21-23; Ezekiel xx:m', 
23-3 1; Joel iii, lB. 

(m) TC(lcherl Visibl(' 
Isaiah xxx, 20. 

(II) Eyes lind £a l"s 
IS:1iah xxix, I); XXXI", 5. 

(0) P(lSSing o/Idois 
IS:1iah xxxi, 7: Zt"Chariah XIII, 2. 

Qurslioll: Since false prophets, false Christs, and the 
Antichrist :1re to appe:1r before thc coming of ,he 
St"Cond At!I'Clll, who were these? 

Ans(/I("r: ' False Christs and blse prophets' refers 
bolh to those who, as open oprnent~, preach alhcism, 
agnosticism, lll:1tcrial islll alll the likc, repudiat ing 
Ch rist 's Rnclation; or more esJ>t"Ci:llIy to thosc who 
misinterpret and misrepresent Christ's meaning, ,lnd 
though themsch'es within the Christian fold arc as 
t:lres among: Ihe wheal, as \\Io[I'es ill sheep's dothing, 
creating d isruption, ~clli sms and fac tions, Both these 
classes have been numerous in recent t imes. The spirit 
of sectarianism is predominantly a false Christ. 

Antichrist (I John iL 11; 11 John, 5'7) is not any 
particular personage in history but a spirit of opposi­
tion and of ril':llry towanls Ch rist. SI. John :1ppl ied it 
to teachers who had gone out of the Church, 'Abdu'\ 
Bah:. applied it 10 a Christian nation wh ich was w:1ging 
an aggressi\'e war. (I)mfllufgation 0/ VlIillt'rlal Pt'(lcc", 
page 4.) 
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BAHA'I 
ALASK.A. Anchorage has reported .. public meeting 

3t ,which mt!mbt:rs of the White, Negro, Oriental and 
Eskimo races were present. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. In order to achieve 
their sdf·~t goals of their Five Year Plan, there 
remained forty-eight places to fill, according to a report 
in the: January issue of their Bulletin. 

The New Zealand Wom~n's Wukly last summer 
contained a feature article on the Faith entitled' Who 
and what arc the Baha'is? • 

C ... N"O .... As at January 31St and with less than twelve 
weeks of their Plan to go, there were still twenty-eight 
places to be filled in the goal cities and former Assem­
blies, but three of the goal cities and onc former 
Assembly are' ovcr the lim:: 

COSTA RIc.... The first Central American Baha'I 
School was held at Karbila during four days at the end 
of September. 

H ... ITI. Mr Guillermo Aquilar, a Baha·j from Lima, 
in Peru, has been directing. on behalf of the United 
Nations, the establishment of a technological school 
for Haiti. 

' ... M ... ICA. The Re$ional Teaching Committe(: in 
lamaica advertised dally for two we(:ks in the leadin~ 
lamaican newspaper as follows: 'Sick ~ Unemployed 
Indebted? Persecuted ? Disappointed? What else? 
There is a Baha'I Prayer for your every need. General 
enquiries on the Faith are invited.· Thirty-four letters 
were received and enquirers were supplied with 
prayers, pamphlets and an informative letter about the 
Faith. 

' ... P ... N. Miss Agnes Alexander had an opportunity to 
spea k of the Baha" plan for world order, at the first 
Asian Congress for World Federation held at Hiro­
shi ma, among represematives from fourteen countries. 

P ... N ... M .... The Local Community were able to secure 
the services of Dr. Rafael Fusoni, Director of the 
Information Centre of the United Nations in Central 
America, at two public meetings, one at Balboa 
Y.M.C.A. and the other at the University of Panam:l, 
which they sponsored. 

Addition, to the Conununity 

Since the last list appeared in Balufi /ournal, regis· 
tration cards have been received from the following: 

Violet Sharp, Bradford 
Ida Kouchekzadeh (Youth), Bristol 
Robert Long, Nottin$ham 
Ann ie Batstra, NorWich 
Elsie Stubbs, Blackpool 
Ivy Barnden, Brighton 
GwendoJine Venus, Brighton 
Gertrude Scou, Nottingham 
Geraldine Craney, Nottingham 
Sureyya Doktoroglu (from Turkey), Bristol 
Fuad Abbas (Youth from Iraq), London 
Alfred Brereton, Liverpool 
Catherine Brereton, Liverpool 

WORLD 
An al1-d::.y imer-community meeting in Sc:p:ember 

concluded with a broadcast, on Radio Atlantica, con­
sisting of Baha'i readings on ' The Unity of Humanity.· 

The Ministry of Education has g iv(:n permissi::m for 
the Panama Community to give (ree classes in English 
and Spanish for the purpo~ of furthering culture and 
providing an indirect form of attraction to the Baha·i 
teachings. 

PHIUPI'INES. The United Nations C:>nference for 
Non·Governmental Organisations, held in Manil:t in 
October, was attended by four Baha" delegat(:s. The 
Baha'ls were the only delegates to rtteive a special 
press interview on th(: Faith abne. Th(:y also gave 
two radio broadcasts and spoke at several luncheons. 

SAN SALV ... I)QR. At a United Nations Seminar two 
delegate representativ(:s were Baha'IS who were able to 
uemonstrate their excellent training in consultation in 
their work on committees. 

SAR"'WAK. As at N::.w Ruz a Ch inese couple and an 
Indian had accepted the Faith, they are workin~ hard 
10 find the other four to creat(: the Assembly at Rldvan. 

SoUTH AMERICA . Two international schools were 
held in February ::.t Lonc:xhe in Chile and at Ezeiza 
in Argentine. Enthusiastic reports of the study in 
institutes of th(: • Drama of Salvation' were giv(:n by 
seventeen commun ities. Argentin(:, Peru, Paraguay, 
Boli via, Brazil, Uraguay, V(:nezuda and Colombia. 

SWITZ£IlLAND. The F:>urth All-Swiss Confer(:nce was 
held in Basel in November and a:tracted betwe(:n forty 
and fifty people. 

U.S.A. A Baha', employed by the Cal ifornia School 
for the Deaf has had one of the Baha.', prayers trans­
lated into sign langu::.ge. 

The Baha'; Message was publically portrayed in a 
di splay booth set up at the annual Mississippi State 
Fair. 

The Education Authority has given permission to 
the San Francisco Assembly for children of Baha'i 
parents to be (:xcus(:d attendance at school on Bah.:i'l 
Holy Days. 

Adchesse' 

National SU',.~ta,.y: John F(:rraby, 49 Sandbourne 
Avenu(:, London , S,W"9' 

National Treasurer : Dr. John Mitchell, Dawnedge 
Thatch, Aspley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. 

Edilor, 'Baluj'J /ourna/' : ,oe ,ameson, 21 Bttch 
Grove, Wallsend , Northumberland . 

Tr~asurer. Shrine and Intu naliona' Funds: Arthur 
Norton, 41 Cranbourne Road, Chellow Oene, 
Bradford. 

Hoo~ Ordm: Reg. Coulson, Baha" Publishing Trust, 
39 High Street, Manchester 4· 
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