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PIONEERING 
'0 Son 0/ Bdngf Ma ke fIlt'ntion 0/ Me on My earth, lIiat ill My Heaven I may remembel' thu, fhlls shall 

Mint: ~rt:s and thine be solllccd.'-Baha'u'liah. 

Christ told His cliscir!cs: 'Go yc into atl the world, 
and preach the Gaspe to every crcaturc.'1 In morc 
forceful ways and with constaJll rcitcr:ttion, Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu']-Baha have enjoined the Saha·'ls to teach 
the Faith to all mankind. N::atuf:llly, such :I tremen­
dously joyful tiding to which the Tablet of Carmel 
refers as • the City of God that hath descended from 
heaven ' must be announced to every corner of the 
earth. The:: Bab, we may recall, told Mulla Husayn : 
• My Covenant with you is now accomplished. Gird 
up the loins of ende:lVour, and arise to diffuse my 
Cause. Be not dism3yed at the sight of the degenemcy 
and ~rvers i ty of this gener3tion, for the Lord of the 
Coven3nt sh311 assuredly assist you . .. Ev~ as the 
cloud that mins iu bounty upon the: e3rth, traverse: the: 
land from end to e:nd, and shower upon its pc:ople: the 
blc:.uings which the: Almighty, in His mercy, has 
deigned to confer upon you ... Raise the cry: ' AW3ke, 
A wake:, fo r lo! the: Gate: of God is open, and the 
morning light is shedding its r3diance upon 311 man­
kind ! The Promised One is made manifest, prepare 
the way fo r Him, 0 prople of th e: earth! Deprive not 
yourselves of its rede:e:ming grace, nor close: your eyes 
to its effulgent s:lory . . . '~ Indeed, the: Bab Himself 
went on a pilgnmage to Mecca and Medina, the twin 
Holy Cities of hJam in Arabia, to carry His Cause into 
the very stronghold and cradle of Islam. He not only 
publicly announced His Revelation to one of the great 
theologians of his day, Mirza Muhit-i-Kirmani, but He 
'addressed an epistle to the Sherif of that Holy City, 
wherein He set forth, in clear and unmistakable terms, 
the distinguishinlt fe:atures of His mission, and called 
upon him to anse and embrace His Cause.'3 The 
voyage iuel f was' long alld arduous.' ' He embarked 
on a sailing vessel, which afte:r two months of slow, 
:lnd unsteady sailing, landed Him upon the shores of 
that sacred land." 'For days ', the Bab wrote in the 
Persian Bayan, ' we suffered from the scarcity of water. 
I had to content myself with the juice of the sweet 
lemon.') 

'Abdu'I-Baha, as the Exemplar of the Baha'! Faith, 
set for all of us a ~rfect example of pioneering. At 
the age of sixty-seven, and after more than fo rty years 
of imprisonment, H e: visited Europe and England and 

I 51. Mark, xvi, 15. , Th e DQwnbreakers, p. 85. 

toured the United States, travelling thousands of miles 
and teaching the Cause day and night for nearly three 
years. When, on the 15th February, 1913. He sent a 
Persiall believer from Paris to Switzerland to teach the 
Faith, 'Abdu'I-Bah:S. said: ' To·day, the most im portant 
J uty is that of tcaching the Cause ... The good picas­
ure of the: B1csscd Beauty lies in that ... TCKlay, no 
d<:cd is worth doing exccpt teaching the: Cause of God. 
That is why I have laid aside everything and am en­
g:lged in te:aching the C:luse.' Two montns later, when 
in Ge:rm:lny, some of the friends, on one: occasion. 
begged that 'Abdu'I-Bah:S. t:lke some rest for a fe:w 
days. 'Abdu 'I-Baha said: • Our purpose is not ... rest 
and ~joyment. It is service to the Divine Threshold 
and the spreadin~ of the fragrances of God. Our rest 
and e:njoymcnt he in servitude to the Threshold of 
Baha'u'J1:ih.' On another occasion, when He was re­
turning from Stuttgan to Paris, Hc refused the re­
peated requests of some of the friends to rcst for a day 
at Baden-Baden. ' We are not of those who go sight­
seeing' was 'Abdu'I-Bah:i's answer,' \Ve want to work 
and to serve.' 

Numerous quotations can be cited from the: writings 
of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha and from the letters 
and cables of our Beloved Guardian, showing the 
necessity and urgency of pioneering for the Faith. What 
is important la-Jay is not simply to read those words 
but to act upon them resolutely and speedily. But to 
act like that depends on the extcnt of the Faith's pene­
tration into our hcarts and souls. We should always 
recall the words of our Beloved Guardian to an 
American belicver: 'Thcre are: two kinds of Baha'is, 
aile: might say : those whose religion is Baha'i and those 
who live fo r the F:lith. Needless to say if we can belong 
to the latter category, if we can be in the vangu:lrd of 
heroc:s, martyrs and saints, it is more pr:liseworthy in 
the sight of God.' How to be Baha'IS of the s(:(;ond 
category is what we have to strive to achieve. It seems 
to me that there is a great difference between an in­
tellectual conviction and a spiritual conversion. In the 
former case, we admit the truth of the Faith and accept 
it on purely logical and factual lines; in the latter, we 
experience deep in our soul the beauty and potency of 
that Truth. In the former case, our mind submits to 
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the Faith, in the latter oW' life is completely trans­
formed by it. In the former case our Faith is simr.'Y an 
addiJirm to our life. in the latter it is our life itsel • We 
may admit and accept the truth that a molecule of 
water is composed of two atoms of hydrogen and one 
atom of oxygen, but we will never know how refresh­
inlf and Jife.giving water is until we get thirsty and 
tlnnk it. . 

To be in the vanguard of heroes, martyrs and saints I 
Could there be any greater honour than that or any 
greater goal to achieve? Can we get to-day a vision of 
• those fioly men, those pioneers and martyrs of the 
Faith, who have fal1en gloriously on the field of battle, 
and who with their life-blood, have sealed the triumph 
of the Cause of God '? The early pioneers were resigned 
to the Will of their Beloved and prepared to shed their 
blood in His Cause. Illustrations are too numerous to 
be related here. Let us recaJl the case of Mulla Ali 
Bastami. who has earned the • immortal distinction' of 
having been the first believer to suffer for the Cause of 
the B~b and to lay down his life for Him. Severe 
trials and atRictions befell him when. in obedience to 
the command of his Master. he left Shiraz and pro­
ceeded to Karbala and Naja£ in southern Iraq. to pro­
claim the call of the New Message. When a few miles 
outside Shiraz, he was beaten :ilmost to death. • To 
the strokes that fdl heavily upon him, he, with extra· 
ordinary serenity returned this answer: ..... t mind 
Dot the tortures you inAict upon me, for I stand pre­
pared for the most grievous afflictions in the path I 
have chosen to follow .. , It" 

When the love of the Faith grips a person, heart and 
soul, he acquires such power, courage and detachment 
that me material conditions of life cease to have much 
meaning for him. The whole universe then becomes 
... s Mulla Husayn said, ' a handful of dust' in his grasp. 
To such a person, serving the Faith wherever he is, or 
pioneering, becomes the greatest delight of his heart, 
the greatest goal of his existence. For such a person, 
inconveniences, hardships and sufferin$s arc trans­
formed into unsurpassing joy and happlllcss through 
divine confirmation and blessings which arc showered 
upon him from the Invisible World. How thrilling 
and how inspiring (0 know that the believers who serve 
the Faith with' neroism " ' constancy' and • devotion' 
arc watched by the Bab, Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l. 
Baba, Who, in the words of our Beloved Guardian, 
'from the retreats of glory are applauding their acts, 
guiding their foots(eps, vouchsafing their blessings and 
faying up in the store-houses of the Abha Kingdom 
such treasures as only They can bcstoW.'7 

Leo Tolstoy wrote in one of his essays, ' ... The 
meaning of life is not to be found in the attainment 
of his (man's) own individual aim, nor in the attain­
ment of that of any association of individual s, but 
soldy in serving that Supreme Will which has pro­
duced man and the entire universe for the attainment, 
not of the aims of man, but of the Superior Will which 
has produced him.' The Baha'fs have only one supreme 
objective: to carry out the Supreme Will of Baha'u'llah 
and build the Kingdom of God on earth. This is a 
work of sclRess devotion and love. and requires com­
plete surrender of one's will to His Superior Will . 

In one of Baha'u'Uah's Tablets it is written, . Patience 
is praiseworthy except when teaching the Cause of the 
Lord is concerned.' And in another Tablet He says, 
'We, from this Great Prison, invite the people to turn 
to God, the Lord of the two Worlds. Do thou like­
wise for the Cause of God.' '0 ye friends" wrote 
'Abdu'l-Baha, 'this is not the time of rest and tran­
quillity I This is not the season of silence and stillness.' 

As we enter the Holy Year this month, let us reo 
member in our prarers all the Baha'i Pioneers through­
out the world, parucularly those in Africa. At this criti­
cal turning point in the history of the world, the African 
pioneers are enga,ed in bringing life and light to that 
vast and 'dark continent which, ever since its 
acquaintance with modern 'civilisation', has bttn a 
prey to ever.growing political strife and racial hatred. 
The spirit of sacrifice of these pioneers, their courage 
and determination, their zeal and steadfastness and the 
great Fire of the love of Baha'u 'Uah burning in their 
hearts, have won for them the tremendous ai:lmiration 
of the Baha'i World. Their exploits, already marvel· 
lously successful at their start, will constitute one of the 
most glorious ·and immortal chapters in the history of 
the Baba'f Faith and will for ever remain the inspiration 
ot countless generations of Baha'{s in the years to come. 

Let w also recall the words of Baha'u'Uab describing 
one of His experiences one hundred years ago: 'God is 
My Witness, 0 people r I was asleep on My couch 
when 10 I the Breeze of God wafting over Me roused 
Me from My slumber. His quickenin$ spirit revived 
Me and My tongue was unloosed to vOice His CalL' 

Guided and inspired by our Beloved Guardian, let 
us, in this Holy Year, rededicate our lives in the service 
of the Faith, praying and supplicating that the ' Breeze 
of God' and 'His quickening sfirit' may revive us 
and unloose our tongues 'to vOice His Call '; 'For 
whoso hath recoa-nised Me, will arise and serve Me 
with such detennlllation that the powers of earth and 
heaven shall be unable to defeat hiS purpose.' 

May the following soul-stirring words taken £rom 
one of the beautiful prayers of 'Abdu'l-Baha bring us 
joy and strength in the service of the Faith : 

, Praise be unto Thee because Thou hast shewn 
unto us the highway 0/ guidance. opened the dOOf'S 
of the Kingdom and manifested Thyself through the 
Sun oj Reality . .. 
'0 TAou AlmigAtyl We people are TAy servants 

and Thy poor onesl ... We are walking in Thy patA 
and nave no aim 01' hope save the diOusion oj Thy 
fragrances -so that the souls may raise the cry of: 
.. 0 Godl Guide us unto 1M straight path!" May 
'hey open tn~r eyes by beholding the ligllls and 
become frad from the darknell of ignorance! May 
they walk around the lamp of guidance! •.. 

, 0 Almighty! Look upon us with the fiance oj 
Thy mercifulnessl Grant us heavenly confirmation! 
Bestow upon. us the hreatAs of the Holy Spirit! So 
that we may become assisted in service .and like 
unto briUiant stars may shine in these regions with 
the light 0/ guidancel Ven·ly. Thou art the Powerful. 
the Mighty and Thou art the Wise and the Sed"g/' 

ZEIN!; N. ZIINI. 

• Ibid, p. 89. ' From the Letter of M.rch :19th, 1951. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO THE AFRICA CONFERENCE, 1953 
To the Hands of the Cause, the Members of the 

National Spiritual Assemblies, the pioneers, the resi­
dent bdievers and visitors attending the Afrir.::m inter­
continental Teaching Conference: in K::lJnpala, Uganda. 
Wel l-beloved friends: 

I hail with a joyous hctlrt the convocation in the hC::Ul 
of the African continent of the first of the four Inter­
cominental Teaching Conferences cOllstituling the 
highlights of the world-wide celebrations of the Holy 
YC<I( which commcmor:l.(CS the hundred th anniversary 
of the birth of the Mission of me Founder of our Faith. 
I welcome with open :trrns the unexpectedly brgc 
number of representatives of the pure-hearted and 
the spiri tu:lily receptive Negro race, so dC3rly loved by 
'Abclu'I.Baha, for whose conversion to His Father's 
Faith H e so d~~ply yearn~d and whose interests He so 
ardently championed in the course of H is memorable 
visit to the North American continent. I am reminded, 
on this historic occasion, of the significant .words uttered br Baha'u'lJah Hi mself, Who as attested by the Centre 
o the Covenant, in His Writings, 'compared lhe 
coloured peoplc to the black pupil of the eye; through 
which • the light of the spirit shineth forth.' I feel 
particularly gratified by the substantial participation 
in this epoch-making Conference of the members of a 
race dwelling in a continent which for the most part 
has retained its primitive simpl icity and remained un· 
contaminated by the evils of a sross, a rampant and 
cancerous materialism undermining the fabric of 
human society alike in the East and in the West, eating 
into the vitals of the conflict ing proples and races in · 
habiting the American, tho European and the Asiatic 
continents and, alas, threatening to engulf in one com­
mon catastrophic convulsion the generality of mankind. 
I acclaim the prcponderance of the members of this 
same race at so sign ificant a Conference a phenomenon 
unprecedented in the annals of Bah:l'f Conferences 
held during over a century, and auguring well for a 
corresponding multiplication in the number of the 
representatives of the yellow, the red and brown races 
of mankind dwelling respectively in the Far East, in 
the Far West and in the islands of the South Pacific 
Ocean, a muhi t>lication designed ultimately to bring 
to a proper eqUipoise the divers ethn ic clements com.­
prised within the highly diversified world-embracing 
Bah5'i Fellowship. 

I feel moved, on this auspicious occasion, to pay a 
warm tribute to the elected representatives, as well as 
the members, of the British, the Persian, the American , 
the Egyptian and the Indian Bah3.'£ Communities 
which nave participated, in pursuance of their respec­
tive Plans. in the opcning stage of a colossal teaching 
campaign, constitul1ng a vital Jhase of the impending 
decade-long world crusade, an aiming at the spiri tual 
conCf,uest of the entire African continent. I desire in 
parClcul:ar to express to all those gathered at this Con­
f~rence my feelings of abiding appreciation of the mag­
nificent role flayed, and of the remarkableJ'rizes won , 
by the smal band of Persian, British all American 
piOneers, in the course of the initial stage of this 
divinely propelled and mysteriously unfolding collec­
tive enterprise which has overshadowed both the Latin 
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American :md European teaching campaigns launched 
in recent years, which is (Iestined to exert an incalcul­
ahle influence on the fortu nes of the Faith throughout 
the world, and which may well have br-reaching reper­
cussions among the two chief races dwelling in the 
North American continent. 

To the American Baha" Community, the chief 
executor of 'Abdu'l-Bah:i's Divine Plan j to the British 
B:th:l'f Com munity, destined to play in future decades 
;1 predomina ting role in opening to the Faith of 
Uah:l'u'liah not only the British Territories throughout 
the African continent, but the divers Dependencies of 
the British Crown scattered on the surface of the globe; 
to the Persian Baha.'f Community, at once the most 
venerable and most consistently persecuted among its 
sister communities in both the East and the West; to 
the Egyptian Baha'i Community that may well boast 
of having erected in that continent the first pillar of 
the Universal House of Justice; to the Indian Baha'i 
Community, fated to contribute, to a marked degree, 
to the spiritual quickening of the Indians constituting 
a notable clement of the population of Africa - to thest: 
Communities I feci 1 must acknowledge my deep sense 
of thankfulness fo r the strenuous eflorts exerted by 
thcir pioneers to raise aloft the standard of the Faith 
in the territories allocated to them in Liberia, Uganda, 
Tanganyika, the Gold Co.:lSt, Kelly.:l, Somalil:lIld, 
Nyasal:lIld, Northern Rhodesia, Libya, Algeria, Zan­
zibar and Madagascar. T o others who, though not 
following the fixed pattern of the Plan initiated lor the 
present African campaign, have arisen to introduce the 
Faith in the territories of Sierra Leone, Angola, 
Mozambique and Southern Rhodesia I feci, moreover, 
a debt of gratitude is due for their share in extending 
the range of Uaha'i pioneer activity in that continent. 

The hour is indeed propitious, as the climax of the 
world-wide rejoicings signalising the Holy Year 
appro:lChes, fo r the National Spiritu:l1 Assemblies of 
these sa me Communities to gird up their loins, in 
col l:tboration with the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Iraq, in :l supreme effort to launch, 
on the morrow of this fateful Conference, that rhase 
of the ten.year crusade which, God willin[, wil cul­
minate in the illlroduction of our glorious Faith in all 
the remaining terri tories of that vast continent as well 
as the chief neighbouring islands lying in the Indian 
and the Atlantic Oceans. The dCl:ade on whose thres­
hold they now stand must, circumstances permitting, 
witness: Fint, the erection of three additional pillars 
within the confines of that continent :md its neighbour­
ing islands, designed to support, together with no less 
than forty-five other National Spiritual Asscmblic=s to 
be estabbshed in other parts of the world, the fina l 
unit in the erection of the Administr:nive Order of the 
Bah:l 'is of Central and East Africa, to be formed under 
the aegis of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles, with its scat in Kampala; 
the National Spiri tual Assembly of the Baha'IS of 
South and \Vest Africa, to be formed under the 
aegis of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States of America, with its scat 
in Johan nesburg; the National Spiritual Assembly of 
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the Baha'Is of North-West Africa, to be formed under 
the aegis of the National Spiritual Assembly of the: 
Baha'Is of Egypt and Sudan, with its seat in Tunis. 
Second, the initial purchase of land for the future COD­

struction of three Mashriqu'l-Adhkars, one in Cairo, 
one in Kampala and one in Johannesburg, situated 
respcctively in the north, the heart and the south of the 
Afiican continent. Third, the opening of the following 
thirty-three virgin territories and islands: Cape Verde 
Is., Canary Is., French Somaliland, French Togoland. 
Mauritius, Northern Territories Protectorate, Portu­
guese Guinea, Reunion I., Spanish Guinea, St. 
Helena, and St. Thomas I., assigned to the National 
Sfiritua, Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States 
o America; Ashanti Protectoratc, Basutoland, 
Ikchuanaland; Italian Somaliland. Southern Rhodesia 
and Swaziland assigned to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Persia; French Equatorial 
Africa, French Welt Africa, Morocco (Int. Zone), Rio 
de Oro, Spanish Morocco and Spanish Sahara assigned 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.f!s of 
Egypt and Sudan; Comoro Is., French Cameroons, 
Gambia, Ruanda-Urundi and Socotra I, assiped to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'IS of India, 
Pakistan and Burma; the British Cameroons, British 
Togoland, Madeira and South-Welt Africa, assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
British Isle!; and Seychelles Is. assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'lS of Ira~. Fourth, The 
cranslation and publication of BaM'i hterature in the 
following thirty-one African language! to be undertaken 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s of the 
British Isle!: Accra, Afrikaans, Aladian, Ashanti, 
Banu, Bemba, Bua, Chuana, Gio, Gu, Jieng, Jolof, 
Kuanyama, Krongo, Kroa, Luimbi. Malagasy, Nubian, 
Pedi, Popo. Ronga, Sena, Shilha, Shona. Soho, Suto, 
Wongo, Mosa, )"alunka, Yao, and Zulu. Fifth, the 
consolidation of the twenty-four following territorie! 
already opened to the Faith in the African continent: 
Angola, Bdgian Congo, Gold Coast, Kenya, Nigeri:l, 
Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Uganda and Zululand allo­
cated to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'IS 
of the British Isles; Abyssinia, Algeria, Eritrea, Libya, 
French Morocco, Somali1and. Sudan and Tunisia allo­
cated to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Egypt and Sudan; Madagascar, Mozambique and 
Zanzibar allocated to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Burma; Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland allocated to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'IS of Persia; Liberia 
and South Africa allocated to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of t~e Baha'fs o~ the U~ited States 
of America. SIxth. the estabhshment, circumstances 
permitting, of a National Baha" Court in the capit~1 
city: of Egypt, the recognid centre of both the IslamiC 
and Arab" worlds, officially empowered to apply. in 
matters of personal status, the Laws and Ordmances 
revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the Mother-Book of the 
Baha'i Revdation. SetH!1Jth, the in~or~)Qration of the 
three above-mentioned Regional National Spiritual 
Assemblie!. Elghth, the establishment by these same 
National Spiritual Assemblies of National Baha" 
Endowments. Ninth, the establishment of a National 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Johannesburg and one in Tunis 
and the conversion into a similar institution of the 

local Haziratu'l-Quds of Kampala, Tenth, the forma­
tion of a National Baha'I Publishing Trust in Cairo. 
Eleventh, the formation of an Israel Branch of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt 
and Sudan, authorised to hold, on behalf of its parent 
institution, property dedicated to the Holy Shrine! at 
the World Centre of the Faith in the State of Israel. 
Twelfth, the appointment, during Ridvan 1954, by the 
Hand of the Cause in Africa, of an auxiliary Board of 
nine members who will, in conjunction With the six 
National Spiritual Assemblie! participating in the 
African Campaign, assist, through periodic and 
systematic visits to Bah;{'l Centres. in the efficient and 
prompt execution of the Plans formulated for the 
prosecution of the teaching campaign in the African 
continent. 

May the six aforementioned National Spiritual 
Assemblies, aided by the Hand of the Cause appointed 
in that continent, and the auxiliary Board to be chosen 
by him, and supported by the national committees and 
sulxommittees to be formed in due course, and rein­
forced by the constant and energetic efforts of an ever­
swdling number of pioneers, whether settlers or 
itinerant teachers, and assisted by the whole-hearted 
collaboration of the indigenous bdievers in alilocalitie!. 
be spiritually wdded into a unit at once dynamic and 
coherent, and be suffused with the creative, the direct­
ing and propelling forCe! proceeding from the Sour..:e 
of the Revefation Himself; and be made. as the pro­
jected campaign unfolds, the vehicle of His grace from 
on High, and prove themselves worthy and effective 
instruments for the execution aud ultimate consum­
mation of one of the most thrilling and far-reaching 
enterprises undertaken in the Formative Age of the 
Faith and constituting one of the noblest phases of the 
most .slorious crusacfe ever launched in the course of 
Baha'I history for the systematic propagation of the 
Cause of Baha'u'lI3h over the surface of the entire 
planet. 

A CABLE PROM THE GUARDIAN TO THE 

BAHA·i WORLD 

Eve convocation history making, long eagerly anti­
cipated African Intercontinental Conlerence. share 
communitie! Baha'i world joyous news rapid progre» 
twin sacted undertakings launched (on the) Mountain 
God (and the) Holy Plain 'Akka. destined culminate 
erection worthy sepulchre! Herald, Author Bah1" 
Revelation. World wide cdebrations Holy Year in· 
augurated last October heightened course present month 
through holding epoch making gathering, moving 
steadily towards climax (during} approaching Ridv.lll 
festivities, greatly enhanced late!t devdopments in­
stitutions World Centre Faith. Construction third unit 
Bab's Shrine terminated, synchronizing safe arrival Port 
Haifa last consignment stone! ordered Italy, totalling 
over thirtttn hundred tons. First section brim dome 
constituting base topmost tier triple crown maje!tic. 
edifice erected, heralding placing Ridvan period tiles, 
as well as construction ribs golden dome. Landscaping 
initiated inception Holy Year thirteen thousand square 
metre area unmediatdy surrounding Qiblih BaM" 
world. involving extensIOn its outer sanctuary, to he 
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designated hencdorth Harami-Aqdas, virtually con­
c1uaed, pav~g w.ay s~cc~ivcly (~or the) mlbdlish­
melt, extensive: i1!uffiIJl3UOn, enUre area, erection 
stately portals, presaging rearing future date magnifi­
cent mausoleum (in) its heart. Striking cnhancanent 
beauty, stateliness most holy spot Baha'i world, con­
stitutes befitting tribute memory Founder Faith within 
hallowed area adjacent His resting place occasion Cen­
teoary Celebrations birth His glorious Mission. 

February 9. 1953· 

THE PRACI1CAL APPROACH 

Every Baha'I individually. :as well as every Baha'I 
Community collectively. has the responsibility of tdJing 
the peoples of his locality about the Faith. Funja­
menullx. this fact seems to imply that every pers01l 
a BaiJ4 I meets should be given at least an initial 0pIX'r­
tunity of hearing of the Faith. More still it implies 
that we must make special efforts to meet, and tell. 
more and morc people: about Baha'u'llah and His Mes­
sage. Of these • Spcdal Efforts' the Guardian has 
written : 

• Let him also attempt to devise such methods as 
association with clubs, exhibitions, and societies, lec­
tures 00 subjects akin to the teachings and ideals of his 
Cause such as temperance, morality, social wel~ 
(are, religious and racial tolerance, economic co­
operation, Islam, and compuative religions, or par­
ticipation in social, cultural, humanitarian, charitable, 
and educational organisations and enterprises, which 
will open up to him a multitude of ways and means 
whereby he can enlist successively the sympathy, the 
support, and ultimately the allegiance of those with 
wliom he comes in contact.' 

A Pilgrim'. Note 

Extract from letter from Mrs_ Beatrice Ashton, Chair 
man of Baha'( World Education Committee to H. 
McKinley. (Mrs. Ashton has just made the pil­
grimage to Haifa). 

• The great burden of work which still falls on our 
very beloved and revered Guardian, even with the In· 
ternational Council functionin~ there too, is really 
overwhelming. He is indescribable-such dynamic 
energy and clarity, and thoughtfulness I When he 
speaks, hi, vibrant voice seems to be carrying with it 
the very power of action and fulfilment. What he 
could do, to whal great victoria he could lead w, if 
only we could wholly carry out his slightest instruc­
tions I We cause the delays and frustrations, through 
our immaturity and our lag in belief - the Cause is 
very. very great., if we could only more realise bow 
great I If we could only put first, in our enry thought 
and action, how we may help our beloved Guardian I 
And the atmosphere streaming forth from the Holy 
Shrines and Holy Places is surely carrying to the world 
the spirit of healing and guidance which the world so 
sorely needs.' 

5 

TEACHING CONFERENCE, 1953 

• Consecration unrivalled ••• ' 

'Goals first epoch-making stage glorious overseas 
mission followers Baha'utll~ BritlSh Isles nobly 
achieved.' With these words from the beloved Guar­
dian ringing in their ears, words which were later 
em~hasiscd by Mickie Mihadoff representing the 
Africa Commmee, when he told w that believers in 
East Africa now numbered 26g in eight~ centres, the 
seventy attendants at Teaching Conference from 'he 
~ery begin~ing were rou~ to ~ sense of participation 
In an occasion fraught With achievement and promise. 

This sense of unjty with great events, cemented by 
the decision to cable and write to the African centres 
where the British pioneers are winning such' magnifi. 
cent success,' and by the reciprocation of the many 
messages to the Conference culminating in the cable 
te. the Guardian, was to pervade all the sessions, and to 
draw forth valuable mature contributions in consulta· 
tion, to evoke three offers to pioneer durin~ the Con· 
ference itself and at least one more immediately after 
it. to arouse in all participants the urge to promtse ful. 
filment of the call to 'exert utmost fan Rame pioneer . 
ing spirit, utilise every available means ensure all 
aspects triumphant consummation Plan.' 

It must suffice to catalo$Ue the most memorable con~ 
tributions.. These c0R!prlscd the great message from 
the Guardian; the rousing statement by Hasan Balyuzi 
whic~ linked the British believers with the great im­
pending world crusade and the Most Great Jubilee; 
the masterly review by Marion Hofman of the cables, 
letters, appeals and statements of the Guardian since 
1950 in which she indicated that both the pillars of the 
World Order had bec.n reinforced in that period; the 
five-fold survey of the prescot situation of the British 
Bah'" Community, supplied by the four Teaching 
Committees and the Consolidation Committee, showing 
that with three months to go there were twdve gaps to 
filJ even to maintain the assemblies at minimum. 
strength; the noble offer announced and most grate. 
fully accepted from the London Community to pro­
vide five pioneers; the spiritual and practical aspects 
of the ' devotion to match the Dawnbreakers' foUowed 
by the session when the Guardian and the World 
Centre were brought near to us by Mehrangiz Munsiff 
r~o~~g the experiences of her recent pilgrimage, 
dlStnbutmg Rowers from the Shrines and touching 
palms with the fragrance of attar of roses specially sent 
for the purposc; the four speakers who so ably com­
bined to provide the interdependent essentials of indi­
vidual and .collective t~ch!ng.and the fruits of teaching 
that compnse the new IOsutuuons and the consolidation 
of the framework of the Administrative Order' the 
moving paper SCOt us by George Townshend, H~d of 
the Cause, recalling the experiences of Baha'u'lI~ Him· 
self in the Siyah·Chal; the extensive summary of the 
preparations and plans made by the CentenarY Com· 
mittee and its suh<ommittees for the befitting cdebra­
tion of the Great Jubiltt year. The news that the Six 
Year Plan deficit had been halved and the remaining 
amount all but absorbed by the small and medium 
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loans of the friends and· the information that contribu­
tions of the British Baha', Community to the Inter­
national Baha'i Fund now totalled b'77 35. and to the 
Bab's Shrine Fund b,op I9S. lod. helped not a litde 
to underpin conndence. 

This survey is appropriately completed by quoting 
first from Hasan Balyuzi's statement and hnally the 
words of the Master that closed George Townshend's 
pa£H=r-'No more than three Beeting months are left 
to complete our tasks of the Two Year Plan. In three 
months' time we will be celebrating the Great Jubilee. 
In three months' time we will enter the Ten Years 
that are to culminate in the undreamed of glories of the 
Most Great Jubiltt. Indeed, in a month's time at the 
First Intercontinental Conference of the Holy Year we 
will hear the first of the four messages of our Belovc.d 
Guardian, which are to send the entire Baha" world 
into the Ten Year Crusade.' 

'0 my friends, arise to tend the pure and widely­
scattered seed planted in the hearts of men. Dedicate 
yourselves wholly to the service of humanity. Then 
will the world be turned into a paradise; then will the 
surface of the earth mirror forth the glory of the Abha 
Kingdom.' 

• NATIONAL SPIJlITUAL ASSEMBLY 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

BOUItNEMOUTH. A talk by Hugh McKinley, given at 
a meeting in the Devonshire Hotel, was reported in the 
Hourn~mouth Echo. 

During recent months welcome visitors to Bourne­
mouth have been Mr. and Mrs. Aazam and Ian Semple. 

Mrs. Cranmer spoke at a meeting held in the Alex­
andra Hotel to a gathering of the Bournemourn Unity 
Group. 

Regular study groups and firesides are held in the 
homes of Mrs. Beale and Mrs. Olga Mills. 

Chattge of AddreSi 

S~cl"etary, Brighton L.s.A. and Southern Teaching 
Commjtte~: Hugh McKinley, I Dorset Gardens, 
Brighton. 

Addreue. 
National S~cl"etary: John Ferraby, 49 Sandbourne 

Avenue, London, S.W.19. 
National Tr~asurer: Dr. John Mitchell, Dawnedge 

Thatch, Apsley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. 
Editor, ' Bana'l /ou17101': Joe Jameson, 21 BttCh 

Grove, Wallsend, Northumberland. 

Treasur~r. Shrine and InUTnaJional Funds: Arthur 
Norton, 41 Cranbourne Road, Chellow Dene, 
Bradford. 

Book Orders: Reg. Coulson, Baha'! Publishing Trust, 
39 High Street, Manchester 4. 

G 

THE AFRICA CONFERENCE 

An account of the Conference is being prepared for 
circulation to all Baha'I journals; pending publication 
of this, we think a very brief report will be of interest. 

The first of the four lnter-Continental Conferences 
was held in Kampala, Uganda, from February 12th to 
18th, being preceded on the afternoon of February 11th 
by .an o~ing Unity Feast. It was a moving and 
memorable occasion for all those present, and in aU 
:about 230 ~ople were present. including ten Hands 
of the Cause and the representatives of ninetttn coun­
tries. The largest contingent was of course the 10000al 
Uganda community and the next in size the party of 
Persians, over forty strong. The Guardian cabled 
urging that as many of the new African believers as 
possible should be there, inviting them as his guests, 
and altogether there were over t20 of them prt:sent. 
The happy faces of these new African friends .and thcir 
joy and enthusiasm in the Cause were a revelation and 
an inspiration to us alL The site of the Conferenc~, 
a largt: tent in the garden of the Kampala Hazira, 
chosen because a half could not be founa, proved to 
be ideal for the purpose; it was not too formal and, 
with the sides open to a gentle breeze, it was cool 
and pleasant. It was closely packed for all tht: sessions, 
and everything was followea with close attention - all 
the proceedings were given in English, in Persian, and 
in Ateso, spoken by the majority 01 the Afric.an frienns. 
A numbel' of interesting and instructive talks were 
given and there was much usdul discussion, but the 
greatest interest was devoted to the consideration of 
[he new plans for Africa in the Ten-Year Crusade, 
contained in tht: Guardian's message brought by his 
special representative, Mr. Leroy loas. Outstanding 
events were tht: showing of a portrait of His Holiness 
the Bab, the new films of the Holy Shrines, and Mr. 
loas's farewell message on rn t: Guardian's behalf. So 
memorable too was the association together of Baha'is 
of so many races and from so many countries in happy 
friendship and the joy of the pioneers, some of them 
so lonely, in being in a gathering of Baha'is once more. 

Two public met:tings were held in connection with 
the Conference, both of which attracted enquirers to 
the Faith. One, held in the evening in the hall of 
Makerere University College, attracted mainly visitors 
from the European .and Indian population; speakers 
were Me. Horace Holley and Mr. Hasan Balyuzi. 
The other, held in the afternoon in the tent at the 
Hazira, attracted mainly Africans; speakers were Mrs. 
Dorothy Baker and Mr. Matthew Bul1~k. an 
American Negro. 

After the Conference some of the visitors spread out 
over Africa paying visits to various lIaces, Including 
Nairobi. Dar-t:s-Salaam, Ethiopia, an Egypt, and two 
Hands of the Cause, Mr. Banani and Mr. Khadem, are 
visiting all the various centres and isolatt:d believers in 
Africa. A small party, including a member of our com­
mittee, spent two days in the Teso district of Uganda, 
where there has been such a phenomenal devdopment 
of the Faith, visiting some of the African b(lievers in 
their villages and holding met:tings there. 

AFR.lCA CoWMl1TE~ 
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I , 
THE BAHA'I CALENDAR 

ANNIVEI\SAlUES 

Feast of Riclvan (Declaration of Bah,i'u'lIab), April 
21St-May :znd, 1863_ 

Declaration of the B~b, May 23rd, 1844_ 
Ascension of Baha.'u'llah, May 29th, 18g2. 
Martyrdom of the Bab, July 9th, 1850' 
Birth of the Bab, October 20th, 1819. 
Birth of Bahi'u'lI.4h, November 12th, 1817-
Day of the Covmant, November 26th. 
Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha, November 28th. 19:2.1. 
Period of the Fast, nineteen days beginning March 

",d. 
Feast of Naw-Ruz (Baha'i' New Year), Ml'Icch 21St. 

HOLY D AYS ON WHICH WORK SHOULD BE SUSPENDED 

The First Day of Ridv3n, April 21$t. 

The Ninth Day of Ridv:ln, April 29th. 
The Twelfth Day of Ridvan, May 2nd. 
The Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab, May 

23rd. 
The Anniversary of the Ascension of Baha'u'lIah, 

May 29th. 
The Anniversary of [he Martyrdom of the Bab. 

July 9th. 
The Anniversary of the Birth of the B~b, October 

20th. 
The Anniversary of the Birth of Bahfi'u'lIfih, Novem· 

ber 12th. 
The Feast of Naw~Ruz, March 21St. 

NINETEEN DAY FEASTS 

Month 
First 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 

Arabic Name 
Baba 

Sixth 
Seventh 
E;ghth 
Ninth 
Tenth 
Eleventh 
Twelfth 
Thirteenth 
Fourteenth 
Fifteenth 
Sixteenth 
Seventeenth 
Eighteenth 
Nineteenth 

J,I,I 
Jamal 
'A~amat 

N.u 
Ral)mat 
Kalimat 
Kamal 
Asma' 
' Izzat 
Mashlyyat 
'11m 
Qudrat 
Qawl 
Masa'il 
Sharaf 
Sultan 
Mulk 
'AI,' 

English Name First Day 
Splendour March 2ISt 
Glory April 9th 
Beauty April 28th 
Grandeur May 17th 
Light June 5th 
Mercy June 24th 
Words July 13th 
Perfection August ut 
Names August 20th 
Might September 8th 
Will September 27th 
Knowledge October 16th 
Power November 4th 
Speech November 23rd 
Questions December 12th 
Honour December 31St 
Sovereignty January 19th 
Dominion February 7th 
Loftiness March 2nd 

The names of the days of each month are the S:1me as 
the names of the months. 

Ayyam-i-Ha (Intercalary Days), February 26th to 
March 1St inclusive, {uur III ordinary years and five in 
leap years. 

7 

The Baha" day starts and ends at sunset and the time 
for celebrating commemorative meetings should be 
fixed by counting from sunset and according to the sun, 
disregarding any daylighr,.saving arrangement. 

Certain of the feasts and anniversaries should be com­
memorated at the time specified, if at all feasible: 

The First Day of Ridvm, at about 3 p.m. on April 
21St. 

The Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab, at 
about two hours after sunset on May :und. 

The Anniversary of the Ascension of Baha'u'lIah, at 
3 a.m. on May 29th. 

The Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Bab, at 
about noon on July 9th. 

The Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Bahfi at 1 a.m. on Novem­
ber 28th. 

Recognition of the Faith can be promoted by apply~ 
ing to be excused work on the Nine Holy Days and we 
are enjoined by our beloved Guardian to do this. Even 
though we are not successful the first time we are sure 
to obtain permission eventually and those who have 
independent businesses can assist by refraining hom 
work on those days and indicating the reason in a 
prominent way. 

'The year sixty A.H. (1844 A.D.), the year of the 
Declaration of the B~b, must be regarded as the begin­
ning of the Badi' Calendar: In these words, addressed 
to His amanuensis, Bah~'u'l1ah authenticated the 
Baha" Calendar which was originally ordalhed by the 
Bab in His book Kiulb-i-Asma'. Professor E. G. 
Browne, in his book Traveller's Na"ative, has a very 
beautiful explanation expressing the contrast between 
the old calendars, none of them congruent with each 
other, and often illogical in choice of name or basis, 
and our new and wonderful calendar founded in 
simplicity. 

'The Bab, The Primal Point of a new creation, 
brought humanity into a new division of time in a 
calendar of nineteen months. All through our past 
heritage the months of the years and the days of the 
week have borne the names of pagan feasts and Roman 
holidays. The Bab swept these landmarks away, and 
replaced them by the Qualities of: Splendour, Glory, 
Beauty, Grandeur, Light, Mercy, Perfection, Names, 
Might, Will, Knowledge, Power, Speech, Questions, 
Honour, Sovereignty, Dominion and Loftiness. 

• Meditating upon these sublime attributes, man is 
enabled to gaze beyond the curve of time, wherein the 
swing and change of planetary movement exists, to the 
eternal qualities that stabilise the soul. As the seasons 
return with their quaternary beauty, as the seed sacri­
fices to the mystery of the harvest, we see reRected in 
the mirror of the physical world the spiritual spring. 
time when the Word of God is planted in the heart of 
man by the coming of God's Messengers . 

• The cycle of tfie year ends with a period of nine­
teen days of fasting to prepare for the coming of Naw­
Ruz, the New Year, when both the physical and 
spiritual beauty blend and we advance to another year 
in which to mature the soul and prepare" for the ever­
lasting kingdom ": 
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CIDLD EDUCATION COMMITl'BE 

The Child Education Committee considers that one 
of its main tasks this year has bttn the pttparation of 
a suitable syllabus for the teaching of the Bah;i'{ Faith 
to children. During its meetings, however, there has 
been a good deal of g~era1 discussion on the up­
bringing of Bah.i'i children, and how parents might 
best ensure their children's happiness in the Faith. 
Various resolutions arose from this discussion, and 
these were later presented to a gathering of British and 
Persian parents at Summer School for their comment 
and advlcc. It was fdt that morc Baha'£S,:,- parents 
and otherwise - might be interested in the ideas aris­
ing from this very hdpful and stimulating meeting: 
one of the recommendations was publislled in the 
November, 1952, edition of the !oumal, and below, 
we share with you some of the others. 

The need for a Baba'( example in the lives of the 
parents was strongly fdt by everyone. This is funda­
mentaJly the only effective war of teaching the Faith 
in spirit as well as letter. 

The power of the revealed word was, however, firmly 
acknowledged. Even though the direct meaning of the 
words is beyond the child's understanding, it is a great 
blessing for the child to be familiar with. the Row of 
the Bana'( Scriptures and to have phrases of prayer and 
exhortation unconsciously stored in the memory as a 
future source of strenszth and comfort. 

Prayer for the child as well as with it is very neces­
sary. In Penia Baha'i prayers are chanted for the chil­
dren even while they are new-born babies, and they 
therefore literally' grow up' with prayer. 

Some Persian parents were concerned with the wel­
fare of Persian students whose parents are not in this 
country. It was agreed that they are a big spiritual re­
sponsibility to their communities. In England the 
Baha'i influence is less strong than in Persia, and there 
is the danger that the unusual freedom, and the attrac­
tion of outside amusements, might draw these young 
people away from the Faith. The British community 
must help them think of themselves as British Baha'fs 
while they are here, not' Penian Baha'is exiled from 
home.' Whenever Persian students have consolidated 
themselves as British Baha'!s, their community has 
found their presence an inspiration and a blessing, and 
the work of the Cause has flourished there. 

A further recommendation from this meeting at 
Summer School was that, when children's classes are 
held, they should take the form of a Feast: an opening 
devotional, then the discussion. or lesson, then a period 
for social exchange and refreshment - with, perhaps, 
games. It is always desir2ble, of course. that when the 
adult community is celebrating some special Feast, 
such as Naw-Ruz, the children should have a sepante 
celebration, as long as there are sufficient children in a 
community to make this reasonable. 

We would like to share with you the good news that 
children's classes are being held regularly in Man­
chester. Liverpool and Blackpool. In the two latter 
towns this is a new development. In Liverpool 
although there are no_Baba'i children, this enterprising 

community provides deligbtful Baha'I talks for chil­
dren of contacts, while their parents attend a fireside 
in another room. We should be very glad to have news 
from other towns. 

MRS. PITCHEIt (Chairman) 
MISS M. SHANU (S«relQry) 

6 Norfolk Rd., Shdfidd:t. 
MISS T. DUNN 

STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE 

The Third Inter-Continenul Baha'( Teaching Con­
f~rence, in accordance with the Guardian's directive. 
is to take place in Stockholm, Sweden, July :tlSt 
to July :t6th. 1953. 

As the appointed Convenor of this Conference, the 
European Teaching Committee extends a warm and 
loving invitation to the friends throughout the Baha'( 
world to be present and participate in the deliberations, 
which will be directed particularly to Europe'S part in 
this glorious fate·laden Ten-Year Global Crusade. 

The housing arrangements which have been made 
include rooms in Youth ' Hostels, ' in the Domus or 
Student Hotd- and in the Hotel Malmen, ranging in 
price from $1.00 to $4.50 per day (without m~als). Any­
one contemplating attending the Conference should 
write immediately to: 

Miss Honor Kempton, 
37 Quai Wilson, 

Geneva, Switzerland 
If definite reservation is desired, please designate which 
of the three categories of accommodation you desire. 

EUItOPEAN TEACHING Co)O(l1TE.1t 

Sbriae and Intematio.w. Fanch 

Mr. Norton reports that by January 2.8th £l.on 
6s. lod. had been contributed to the Shrine of the B;i.b 
Fund, of which l219 19s. 7d. came from Assemblies 
and £857 75. 3d. from mdividuals. Contributions to 
the International Fund reached £2n 3S. od. 

I I 
BAHA'I PUBLISHING TRUST 

, The Co'f'eoant or Bahi'u'lI6h • 

, The spirit of this age is the Covenant and the 
Testament of God. It is like the pulsating artery 
in the body of the world.' 

'Abdu'l-Baha 
There is no Baha'( who cannot gain in faith. 

knowledge and capacity to serve through study 
of this compilation. 

Cloth-6/6 
To gain full benefit from your study. use with 

this book George Townshend's study course The 
Covenant-A" Analysis, price 6d. 

1I0LTWI'LL n ... , "LnI'D IT1II'IT, OIU'OU 
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