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BAHA'U'LLAH IN THE SIYAH CHAL 

Following is the message George Townshend, H and 
of the Cause, sent to T each ing Con ference, as he was 
unable [0 atlcnd in person. 

Now, in the dawning hour of God 's victory. We 

look back 100 years at the Siyyih eh:!l and we sec our 
Lord :md Redeemer in the midst of the battle H e 
fough t for our sakes: we sec ::against the dark back
ground of the bl indness, the perversity aud the cruelty 
of the world the unmeasured and immcasurnblc might 
of His unconquerable love :lnd we know what mannc::r 
of man He was ;lIId what spirit we must be of if we 
are to serve H is Cause and be called by His N:lmc. 

Yet every H igh Prophet has been rejected. Every 
H igh Prophet establishes in the end H is Cause in spite 
of the utmost opposirion of contemporary mankind. 
Every d ispensation is inaugurated by (he H igh 
Prophet and a few disciples ag:ainst the will of the 
many. It seems that through the :ages the opposition 
inerc:ascs in violence; the more precious the bounty the 
Prophet brings the more it is hated and opposed by 
those to whom it is offered. Christ, the Bab and 
Baha'u'lIah, Who heralded and brought the Kingdom, 
suffered gre:ater persecution than the Prophets before 
Them. The sufferings of B~h'u'lI:ih in the 51y&h 
eh:al were not the worst th:at He experienced; it was 
'Akk3 that w:as the • most gre:at prison: In ;Akld the 
Cause had been d ishonoured by ~'f i rza Yahya, and 
there, as H e said, the hol d of the faithful on His robe 
h:ad been broken; H e was One' Whom the world had 
cast ,,"way and the n:ations abandoned.' It was of . Akk5 
H e spoke when H e told Ah mad, • Remember My days 
during T hy days and My d i ~tress and b;mishment in 
this remote prison.' M:an is the' essence or error': he 
worships evil thinking it good. T he scribes genuinely 
thought Christ was lkelzebub ~lIld they worshipped 
evil thinking it was good. Only a perfect and infin ite 
love can win man's heart to God. Only a courage :alld 
power that can subdue :.1\ evil to the ILltermOst will 

:IV:iil to save the world. No thought can be more beau
tifu l than that of the Christian text •• God 50 loved the 
world th:at H e gave His Ouly Begotten Son that all 
who believed on H im should not perish but have ever
lasting life.' But the Baha') mC$$3ge reveals a maturer 
love th:in even this. T he Father not only sends His 
Beloved SOil but H e comes H imself that the whole 
world, as one soul, m:ay be quickened and all m:ankind 
atl:ain a new level of life. He Who has been manifested 
in th is age is the Best Beloved, ' through Whom the 
letters B :ind E have been joined and knit together,' 
:and the oneness of mankind revealed in the full ness of 
its ml~tn ing. It is not m:an's virtue or wisdom th:lt 
wins hi5 redemption, it is the H igh Prophet's self
sacrifice. As is:a i:ih s:iid, • The zeal of the Lord of 
H osts will perfo rm this.' A nd Ch rist bids us • Fear 
not, little Aock, for it is your F:ather's good pleasure 
w ~ive you the Kingdom.' 

· Abdu·l-nah~. in H is Tablet to East :and West, says, 
. H is H oliness T he Ex:alted aile, may my life be a 
s:lo.: rificc to H im, has shown us the way of behaviour, 
h:as guided us to the path of sel f-sacr ifice, h:as taught 
us how to despise earthly rcst and comfort, and how to 
!:ay down our lives for e:ich other. T h:it sanctified 
Being, despite the loftiness of H is position and the ex
altation of His spirit, chose to be chained and fette red 
that we might obtain the light of divine guidance. All 
the days or His life H e rcsted not for a moment. H e 
sought no repose nor !:aid Hi5 head upon the couch of 
case :and security. H is days were passed :Imid :affiic
tiOIl$ :and suffering. How can we follow H im and yet 
rema in idle and at case? 

. 0 my fricnd!, arise to und thc purc and widely
JCllftcrcd ucd plantcd in thc hearts 01 men. Dcdicate 
your!clllu wholly to thc !CYllicc of humanity. Thcn 
wil/ thc tllodd be tumcd into a paradisc; then will thc 
Stlr/acc 0/ thc carth m;"ol' forth thc glory 0/ thc Abha 
Kingdom.' 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



FROM THE GUARDIAN 
Tko Guardian', Message to Teaching Conference 

1953 
Moved place record eXl?ression abiding appreciation 

Dotable contribution Briush Baha'i pioneers magnifi
cent success historic enterprise launched African Con
tinent course Two Y car Plan formulated British 
BaM" Community. Goals first epoch-making stage 
glorious overseas mission followers Baha'u'llah British 
Isles nobly achieved. Appeal attendants Conferen..:c 
focus attention fleeting months ahead consolidation 
home front, constituting no less vital phase second 
collective enterprise: British Baha'. history. Urge par
ticipants resolve upon rrturn resptttive Communities 
exert utmost fan Rame pionttring spirit, utilize every 
available means ensure al1 aspects triumphant con
summation Plan. Total success internal, external 
phases PCl$CDt undertaking will constitute befitting 
contribution steadfastly labouring, highly estetmed, 
tenaciously loyal British Baha'I Community world-wide 
celebrations floly Year, pave way effective participa· 
tion its members impendmg Ten Year Crusade mark· 
ing opening third collective enterprise inaugurated 
since inception Faith British Isles, signalizing second 
memorable stage their unfolding mission foreign fields, 
destined embrace territories British Crown both 
African, European Continents. Praying fervendy 
attainment objectives, ultimate nchievement distant 
goals. January 8th, 1953 

An AttDolUlcement by the Guardian 
The following cable was sent by the Guardian on 

December 15th, 1952, to the American National 
Assembly: 

Occasion Centenary BaM'u'Uab's release oppressive 
imprisonment Styab Chal, Tihran, synchronizmg ter
mination epoch-making two month period associated 
birth His Revelation, unsurpassed with sole exception 
declaration His Mission any episode world's spiritual 
history, call upon Baha'i Communities East, West 
ponder unique significance, focus attention impttative 
requirements, respond worthily challenge, offered each 
(of the) four fateladc:n fast approaching Intercontinental 
Conferences constituting highlights recently ushered in 
Holy Year. Desire announce appoinuoent (those) 
Hands cause honoured direct association newly inuiated 
mterprises World Centre Faith (to) act, addition their 
indiVidual participation deliberations forthcoming Con· 
ferences, my special representatives entrusted four-fold 
mission: (to) bear for edification attendants a precious 
remembrance Co-founder Faith; (to) deliver my official 
message assembled believers; (to) elucidate character, 
purposes, impending decade.long spiritual world 
crusade; (to) rally participants energetic, sustained, 
enthusiastic prosecution colossal tasks ahead. Instruct
ing President International Baha'I Council Mason 
Rerney, Member at Large Ugo Giachery, Secretary
General Leroy loas, discharge these functions course 
New Delhi. Stockholm, Kampala Conferences respec
tively. Delegatin~ Amatulbaha, accompanied Vice. 
President International Council Arndia Collins. fulfil 
three of above-mentioned functions, as well as carry 

• 

my behalf (and) unveil (on) occasion completion con· 
struction Mother Temple West (to the) privileged 
attendants Wilmette Conference most prized remem
brance Author Faith, never before left shores Holy 
Land, to be placed beneath dome consecrated edifice. 
Moreover. assigning her task act my deputy historic 
ceremony marking official dedication holiest Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar Baha'( world, reared everlasting glory, 
honour Most Great Name helln North American 
continent. 

A ~euage from the Guardian 
This message was dated January 5th, 1953, and was 

sent to the American National Assembly. There was 
some delay in circulating it, as the message was in the 
first place ilt)perfeccly transmitted. 

'Rejoice share Baha'i communities East, West 
thrilling reports feats achieved heroic band Bah"! 
pioneers laboring diverse widely-scattered African 
lerritories, p'articularly Uganda, henn continent, rem· 
iniscent ahke episodes related Book Acts, rapid 
dramatic propagation Fnith instrumentality Dawn
Breakers Heroic Age Baha'i Dispensation. Marvellous 
accomplishments signalizing rise, establishment ad
ministrative order Vaith Latin America eclipsed. Ex· 
ploits immortalising recencly launched crusade Euro· 
pean continent surpassed. Goal seven month plan 
initiated Kampala Assembly. aiming doubling twelve 
enrolled believers. outstripped. Number A&icans con
verted course last fifteen months, residing Kampala 
outlying districts, Protestant, Catholic, Pagan back· 
grounds, lettered, unlettered, both sexes, representative 
no less sixtem tribes, pasw:! two hundred mark. 

o Effulgent rays God's triumphant Cause, radiating 
focal centre fast awakening continent, penetrating 
accelerating rate isolated regions unfrequented white 
men, enveloping their radiance souls hitherto indif· 
ftrent persistent humanitarian activities Christian 
missions (and) civilizing influence civil authorities. No 
less (than) nine localities qualified attain coming 
Ridvan Assembly status within (a) single territory 
long-slumbering continent. . 

o Zanzibar, Madagascar, . French Morocco, South 
Rhodesia, Italian Somaliland already or soon (will be) 
Opaied Faith. 

• Desire pay special tribute strenuous efforts exerted 
Ali Nakhjavani, setting example dedication. freedom 
prejudice (to) fellow pioneers labouring inhospitable 
surroundings, confronted manifold formidable 
obstacles. 

o Planning entrust special representative ddegated 
attend approaching Kampala Conference portrait 
Holy Bab, replica one deposited ~eath dome 
M3shriqu'l-Adhkar Wilmette, to be exhibited assembled 
attendants historic occasion. Confident unveiling may 
draw newly recruited vanguard ever-swelling host 
Baha'u'Uah, as well 3J all participating visitors, itiner· 
ant teachersJ settlers, closer spirit Martyr.Propht!:t 
Faith, bestow everlasting benediction all gathered 
memorable sessions epoch.making Intercontinental 
Conference dedicated prosecution latest, most 2l0riou_, 
crusade launched course eleven decades Baha" tiisto".: 
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'CONSECRATED TO TEACfflNG' 

The reason we are not achic\'ing ou r goal s on the 
home front is because the friends are concentrating on 
so many things that there is little time for teachin". 
T his must be reversed. The fricnds- each :::tnd e\.e~y 
one - must be consecrated to teaching - and other 
things of lesser import:mee fall into their proper posi· 
tion. Const'Cration is the :mitudc :Illd mOli\'(~ power of 
the individual in the IC:lehing fidd. His whole in· 
terest and activity of lifc must bc 10 tcach the Faith. 
Complcle dedicOltion and consccration to leaching :HC 

the essential elements necessary now to gain the goals. 
T he Guardian said if the friends gain that ideal can· 
dition and arise :lIld :let :lnd te:tch, such :lcts will 
become the magnet :tttracting the confirmation of 
Hah:t'u'IUh. T he hosts of the Su preme Concourse arc 
suspended between earth and heaven - and will rush 
to the aid of whoever arises in the /lame of the Lord 
and spreads the Message and confirms the souls - but 
consecration is necessa ry. 

Every Bah:.'1 must leach. H e must continuously 
g ive the meS5.1ge and then follow up hi s contacts. This 
teaching work incl udes the living of a life of service 
as well .::IS spe:tking. One real gen uine act of love and 
kindness may confirm a soul, JUSt as te:tching or study· 
ing from .:I. book . i1. lo\,ement and action is necessary. 
Every Baha'; must be a dispenser of the Water of Life . 
H e must teach at all times. It is the source of spiritual 
life of the ~iver as well as the receiver. Each person 
should holcl in his home a fires ide :It least once in 
nineteen days to which he invites his contacts and 
fri ends. These indi\'idual firesides lead to study classes. 
Indi"iduals must arise to te:tch - and go to :til parts of 
the country ... It is the duty of the National T eaching 
Committee and its auxiliary area and regional com
mittees to stimulate the individual Baha'IS to teach - so 
the individuals may make a supreme effort and sacri· 
fi ce to teach. Tht' National Teaching Comm ittee must 
develop for collective action strong, vigorous teaching 
plans so that committees and Assemblies m:ty join 
actively and play their parts and support the intensive 
work of the individuals . . 

The Guardian feds firesides on the part of all in
dividuals very important-l'ach Baha'I must bring 
in at least one Baha', a year, as called for by the Master 
so many years ago. \Ve have failed heretofore - we 
must not £3il now. Complete conse<ration on the part 
o ( evcry individu31 is n«essary. 

The G uardian feds so strongly about [c3ching that 
he stated the propagation of the Faith is perhaps the 
most important of all the phases of the Guardianship 
_ even more important than directing the ad minis
trative order- which he feds is now so deVeloped 
locally and nationally that it should be the ~h :tnncl 
through which the cre3tive forces of the Faith can 
more effectively be spread to the world.- LERoy C. 
10"5 (excerpts from letter written to the National 
A~mbly (U.S.A.), from H aifa, March 25th, 1952). 

Taken from May issue of Baha'i New!. 
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THE WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 
I 

'ABOU'L-BAHA 

It h:ts been found that the study of the Excerpts from 
the Master's Will and Testament, that prerequisitc to 
acceptance of :tn applicant for membership of the 
BnhCi'i Faith, h:ts proved a diffic uhy both to the spiri-
1lI:t1 child :tnd his or her spiritual parent. 

The d iflic uhy seems to spring from the fact that 
the Will is wriuen in three pnrts at different limes, 
each p:tn con raining si mil:tr fea tures combining re· 
iteration with amplific:uion, modulations on the basic 
themes. T he Document, • in some of its features 
... upplcmentary to ... the Kitab-i-Aqdas,' is also most 
eomr,act in its expressions, and calls for systematic, 
.::arc ul study. 

This outline is offered as .:I. way of prelimin.:l.ry 
approach, taking the main subje<:ts in succession and 
drawing together the p:tssages that relate to each othcr. 

The meanings of this priceless D ocu ment, ' the char
Ier of :t world civilisation,' can never be exhausted. 
Accepted believers in subsequent pcrsonal study of it 
will no doubl endeavour to g ive it the meaning that it 
had for its Author, and approach its parts appropriately. 
The Commentary on the Will and T estament written 
by David H ofman will then be found most hdpful. 

I. Prayer f~r pcotection -(Suggested for use at each 
sessIOn). 

:2. Foundation of Bah:l.' j belief. 
3. 5hogh i Effendi - Appointment as Centre of 

Covenant-' turn '. 
4. - Take care of him. 
5. -' Primal Branch' -' his shade '. 
6. Tc:tch the C:tuse- Arise-diffuse. 
7. - Follow the disciples of Christ. 
8. - Conduct - obedience. 
9. - Obey rulers - a\'oid politics. 

10. - Uni\·ersality; love, not conRict. 
1 1 . - Guidance of the nations - • the secret of 

fai thfulness.' 
12. - Gift of teaching ; caution. 
'3' Prote<:tion of thc True Faith - precious, priceless. 
'4. - 'Abdu'l-Bah:'i in hands of Covenant 

Breakers. 
15. ~ 'Great danger' - ' have utmost (car of 

discord.' 
t6. A\'Oidancc of Covenant Breakers-Shidd Cause 

from the insincere. 
[7. Obedience to the Guardian-seek guidance. 
18. Appointment of Successor - ' gloriOUS lineage.' 
' 9' Hands of the Cau~c-Nine to ~rve GU3rdian -

to assent to choice of successor. H ands now 
appointed. 

20. - Centre of sedition - power to excommuni
cate. 

2 1. - Guidance of peoples - differences settled 
by Supreme Tribunal. 

1.2. I-louse of Justice - Election - elig ibili ty - elec
torate _ constitution - powers - relations 
with executive. 

23. - Authority _ elections - province and func
lion - enactments. 

'14. Prayer of Praise- Use also at each session . 
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Pagr U/Ut1fUI 

I • • 0 God, my God! ... (end of p2r.1.) 
2. • Thh is the foundation of the belief 

•.. House of Justice' 
). . 0 my loving &leadsl ••• centre: of 

sedition' .. . 
<4. • 0 ye the faithful loved ona ... the 

gumlian of the Cause of God' . .. 
5. • Salutntion and praise ..• (end of 

para.) ... .. . 
6. '0 ye that sund fast . (end of 

para.) 
7. 'The disciples of Christ (end of para.) 
8. 'According to the direct (end of 

para.) ::. ... 
9. '0 ye beloved of the Lord .. . aet 

accordingly' ... 
to. • 0 ye beloved of the Lord .•. of the 

truthful' .. . 
II. • I these days ... (end of par:l.) .. . 
n. . Whosoever - whatsoever .•. (end 

of para.) .. . 
'3 . • 0 >'e beloved of the Lordi The 

greatest ... ' (end of par:l.) 
14 •• 0 God, my God I ..• (end of pam.) 
'5. . 0 dearly beloved frieodsl ... fear 

of discord' ... ... 
16. • And now one of the. . contrary 

results . 
17. 'For he is, after 'Abdu'l-Bah~ .•• 

(end of p3ra.) .. . ... .. . ... 

18 .• ~tp~~)ed o~ .~e ~~d l ' . :. ' (e~~ 
" 9. • The Hands of the Cause ... Faith 

of God' ... 
20. • Beware, beware ••• (end of p2ra.) 
21. • The obligations of the Hand, .. . 

peoples of the world • ... .. . 
22. • And now concuning • • • (end of 

par:a.) .. . ... ... ... . .. 
23. • That which this body ... its own 

laws' ... 
24. • All praise 10 Him ..• (ead of para.) 
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FOR MEDITATION 

• Verily, God effecteth tbat which He pleaseth; 
naught can annul His Covenant; naught can obstruct 
His favour nor oppose His Cause; He doeth with His 
"will that which pleaseth Him and He is powerful over 

all things. 
There is a power in this Cause - a mysterious 

power-far, far, far away from the ken of men and 
angels; that invisible power is the cause of all these 
outward activities. It moves the hearts. It rends the 
mountains. It administers the complicated affairs of 
the Cause. It inspires the friends. It dashes into a 
thousand pieces all the forces of opposition. It creates 
new spiritual worlds. This is the mystery of the King

dom of Abha" 
So firm and mighty is this Covenant that from the 

beginning of time until the present day no religious 
Dispensation hath produced its like.' 

C.O.B., p. ')0. 

SOME ANSWERS by GEORGE TOWNSHEND 
Question (continued from December louNU1l): What 

are the signs of His coming and how are they lul6ued? 
Matthew xxiv, 30, 31 add that He will come' in the 

clouds of heaven' and God' shall send His angels .. : 
Revelations i, 7 foretells • behold, He cometh with 
clouds,' and I Thessalonians iv, 16 'the Lord Himsc:lf 
shall descend from heaven.' Christ is here represented 
by the Sun: He is the Light of the world; the cloudt 
represent anything that intervenes between the eye of 
man's understanding and the Manifestation of God. 
The body of the Revelator is . a cloud' because the 
people find it difficult to understand that a human 
being should be divine in His essence and endued with 
the . qualities of the Godhead. The repeal by a High
Prophet of the customs, rites and laws of the former 
Dispensation is also a cloud, being contrary to tht: 
ways and desires of men who do not wish to give up 
practices in which they and their forefathers have been 
trained for centuries. The heaven from which Christ 
will descend is not the visible heaven over our heads. 
The inne.r meaning of the word is rather loftiness and 
exaltation; that is, the heaven of the will of God, the 
heaven of the presence of God. • Angels' are true
hearted believers who, reinforced by the Spirit, have 
overcome mundane desires and become worthy to serve 
God's purposes. 

The • tribulation' foretold in Matthew xxiv, 29 and 
elsewhere as a sign preceding Christ's return means 
especially, Baha'u'lhi.h states, • want of capacity to 
acquire spiritual knowledge and apprehend the Word 
of God.' Christ will come in a pcnod of irreligion and 
unbelief, when the very teachers of spiritual truth have 
lost the true understanding of spiritual things and are 
blind leaders of the blind. • What kind of oprression,' 
He asks, • is more grievous than that a sou Sttking 
the truth and wishing to attain unto the knowledge 01 
God should know not where to So for it and from 
whom to seek itl' (Book of CUIJlude. page 31). 

The unbelief, the hatred, the hardnes.s of heart, the 
injustice, the iniquity which prevail at the present 
time, with the strife. the wars. the load of insecurity 
and fear which burdcll all hearts-all these things are 
a fulfilment of the signs of Christ's Return. So too it 
the lessening of the prestige of the Churches and of the 
authority of the clergy. 

Qu~stio,,: Why is it that the peraJ concepriOlU 
about the Day of Judgment are wrong? Are the terms. 
• return,' 'heaven,' • earth,' • death,' 'life,' • light,' 
• darkness,' • sun, moon, stars,' etc., to be interpreted 
symbolically? Could this be proven from the Bible 
in each case? 

Amwer: One reason why the general conceptions 
about the Day of Judgment are wrong is that • the 
End of the World' with which it is connected is a 
mistranslation: it should be • the End of the Age' tlr 
• the End of the Era.' Another is that people do not 
understand the truth of the succession of Revelators, 
or the succession of Dispensations. There is a Day 
of Judgment at the end of every Era when the people 
to whom the New Revdator comes are tried and 
tested and judged. The Jews were judged when Chri;t. 
came to them and were condemned and cast out of. the 
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Kingdom, Jerusalem wu destroyed by the Roman 
armies and the Jewish people scattered through me 
whole eanh. The Day of Judgment at Christ's Return 
is similar in a g~eral way, but is on a much larger 
scale since all the peoples of the globe arc concerned 
now and not one nation only. 

Another ruson is that the portents of the Day of 
Judgment arc usually taken in a literal sense and they 
arc m~t as symbols. Scriprure is full of symbols 
and is hard to undersund, especially when it deals 
with the advent or return of the High Prophets. Jesus 
Himself taught of these mysteries in parables only; 
and:ll p:lC2blc is a symbol. Only those who ar~ hum~le 
and detached in spirit and in close communton With 

God and His MesWlgers can interpret Scripture rightly 
- not those who are merely erudite. Many teachings 
are given in a difficult way on purpose to test purity 
of spirit (Man. viii, 22). For instance, Jesus said, • Let 
the (lead bury their dead.' Clearly, one physica1ly dead 
man cannot bury another physically dead man; but 
Jesus revealed t~at a man may be physically alive and 
active and yet be spiritually dead through unbdief and 
lack of eternal life, His meaning was' let unbelievers 
bury unbdievers.' Life and Death in the Gospel refer 
especially to the spiritual level of existence; and simi
larly in St. Paul's writings. 

Jesus' miracles are chieRy spiritual cures; he heals 
men who are spir~tually deaf or spiritua;1I'y blind, and 
raises to eternal hfe those who are sptrttually dead. 
He used to say at the end of a discourse, • He that 
hath ears to hear let him hear: in which be refers to 
spiritual hearing, that is, capacity to grasp spiritual 
meanings. 

Christ said He was • the light ot the world' and 
the disciples were mirrors of this light. This light is 
spiritual knowledge; and • darkness' means absence 
of that knowledge, or a state of ignorance. 

Question: While based on the Bible, what is the 
Baha" conception of the Manner of His coming? 

Answer: The Baha"s belie\'e that the Return of 
Christ in the Bab and in Baha'u'l1ah is similar to the 
return of Elijah in John the Baptist, to which Jes~s 
testified plainly in the Gospel. In Matthew XVll, 

verse 12, Jesus said, 'Elias is come already and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever 
they listed: And verse 13, • Then the disciples under· 
stoOd that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.' 
John i, verse 21, records, however, that when he was 
asked, 'An thou Elias? ' John said, 'I am not: The 
explanation of the contradiction is that John was speak. 
in:s. of the individuality and phys~~aI .substance of 
Ehjah. He was Dot the same as Elijah 10 that sense. 
Christ was speaking of the qualities, the character, 
the virtues of the two men, which were exacdy the 
lame in both. In a similar way we say 'spring has 
returned,' meanin~ that all that was found in last 
.pring exists in thiS spring; or that the blossoms have 
come back, referring to their perfume, colour, delicacy 
and form, which are the same as last year. When 
Baha'is affirm that Christ has returned in the rub and 
in Bah"u'llah, they mean that the euencr of the per· 
fectiona of Christ are to ' be found in the Bab and 
Bah"u'Uah, though the individualities are different. 

5 

Question: How do you!rove the year of His coming 
and the places associated 

Anstll": As for the year of His return, Chrut said 
He did not know (Mark xiii, ]2). but He foretold 
the Gospel must first be/reached in the whole world 
and then the end woul come. Tibet was the last 
country on earth to receive the Christian Message, 
which was carried there in I&tJ. The Bab's Declara· 
tion was in 1841, 

Daniel, however, in an abstruse manner, ~ve the 
very year of the Return when he said (Dan. viiI, 13'14), 
'Unto two thousand three hundred days: then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed,' and added, 'at the time of 
the end shall be the vision' (Dan. viii, I). We now 
live in 'the time of the end ' and the vision has been 
made clear by 'Abdu'I·Baha. In the text of the Holy 
Book, a day stands for a year. The number given 
by Daniel therefore represents two thousand three 
hundred yean. These refer to the period of the restora
tion and rebuilding of Jerusalem by the Jews in the 
fifth century before Christ and particularly to the 
Decree of Artaxerxes issued in 457 B.C., following 
which edict the Temple was rebuilt and its Holy 01 
Holies desecrated by alien hands, causing the abomina
tion of desolation to which Daniel and Christ allude. 
From the date of this decree to that of the birth of 
Christ is 456 years, and from the birth of Christ to the 
manifestation of the Bab is I,s.... years which, added 
together, make 20300 years. 

Among the places associated with the second coming 
are: 

(i) Acca or Achor, Baha'u'tUh's • Most Great 
Prison' referred to in Isaiah lxv, verse JO, and 
Hosea ii, verse 15. 

(ll) Mount Carmel. where the Bab is buried and His 
shrine erected, and where the famous Gardens 
have made the desert 'blossom as the rose' 
(Isaiah xxxv, verses 1-2). 

(iii) Zion. • Out of Zion has gone forth the law of 
God,' wrote Baha'u'lUh (Glcanings, page (2). 
Zion is thus connected in Psalms ii, v. 6; xlviii, 
v. 2; I, v, 2; lxxxvii, vv. 2, 3 and 5; cii, v. 16; 
ex, v, 2; in Isaiah i, v. 27; ii, vv. 2-3; xxv, vv. 
6-7; in Joel ii, v. I; iii, v. 16; in Obadiah vv, 
17-21; Micah iv, v. 2; and in Zechariah ii, 
v. 10. 

BABA.j PUBLISHING TRUST 
• PARIS TALKS' 

'Abdu'J·BaM Himself used to give away 
copies of this book, which contains many of 
the talks He gave during His first visit to 
Paris in 1911. The talks cover a wide range 
of subjects and are expressed in simple lan
guage. It is useful both for study by Baha'fs 
and for enquiren who wish to read the words 
of 'Abdu'I·Bah3.. An admirable gift book. 

Paper 61. 64. 
Cloth • 9'. 04. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



NEWS FROM AFRICA 
AnlCA CoS"FEHNCE. British representatives at the 

Conference, February 12th-18th, will be Hasan 
Balyuzi, John Ferraby and Dorothy Fcrraby. We ask 
all friends to note the dates of the conference and to 
pray during that period for its success that it may truly 
inspire aU tho~ who attend, give great impetus to the 
teaching work in Africa, particularly in the new terri
tories, and that it mar. achieve everything that is 
expected of it by OUf be oved Guardian. 

ALeERI .... Mr. Ibrahim Maher of Teheran has arrived 
in Algiers to reinforce Mr. and Mrs. Attar, the pioneers 
there. . 

MOROCCO. Mr. M. Masrur, a Persian Baha'i who has 
been staying for some time in Paris, has gone to Casa· 
blanca to try and settle. His wife and some other 
membus of his family will join him there soon . 

LIBYA. Dr. Gol1cstaneh. pioneer to Benghazi, has 
been transferred on account of his work to Agdabia, 
about 120 miles away. thus opening a new town in 
Libya to the Faith. Six believers remain in Benghazi. 

TANGANYIKA. Dar-es-Salaam Assembly have accepted 
three new believers, one of Indian race and two 
Africans. They are doing extension work in an African 
residential part of Dar-e.s-Salaam and also in a village 
nine miles away. A Persian pioneer, Mr. E. Zahrai, 
has arrived there and has consulted the Guardian about 
where he should settle. 

KENY.... Nairobi have their . first African believer. 
Mr. Francis Jumba. of the Maragoli tribe, and another 
declaration is now awaiting consideration. Claire 
Gung. transferring from Lustioto, Tanganyika. to help 
build up the Nairobi Group. was expected to arrive on 
Christmas Day. 

WESr An.ICA. Madame Marthe Molitor, one of the 
two Baha'{s in the Belgian Con~, is visiting Loanda, 
Angola, and will be OlDie to viSit the two Portuguese 
B2i1a'!s living there, which will provide a rare treat 
of Baha'! companionship for all three. 

APIUCA. Cowwl'I'na 

AFRICA LETTERS 
The following letters from the Guardian to the Africa 

Committee and African Assemblies are the second of 
a scrics which will appcar in successive issues of the 
Journal: 

Africa Committee of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Marc" 41", 1,952 
Dcar Baha'i Friends: 

Your letter of the 18th of February, with cnclosures, 
bas reachcd the beloved Guardian, and he has in· 
structcd mc to answcr you on his behalf. 

He is vcry plead over the progress being made, 
particularly In Uganda; and the recent pilgrimage of 
the dcar Bananis, he feds sure, will add a great impetus 
to the work thcre. 

Regarding the matters of policy you raised in your 
letter, be sees no objection to the Persian BaM'rs-as 
long as there are so many of them, and it is unwise 
to concentrate too many applicanu on one country at 
one time. as you point out - going to countries under 
the jurisdiction of other National Spiritual Assemblies, 
such as Egypt and India. 

6 

He considers that it is of the greatest importan~e 
that pioneers should have upright characters. as wc:l,l 
as some considerable knowledge of the Teachings. We 
cannot expect that every pioneer wiU be ~ person of 
importance,. but we must hope that each one will be a 
person of worth, in his own character. 

India should likewise make an effort to send pioneers 
primarily to the territories embraced in its own part 
of the Plan; but if they can make available to your 
Committee for British territory. some qualified Indian 
Baha'is, who for some reason cannot go to one of the 
Indian National Assembly's assignments, tben there is 
no objection. 

With Baha" love, 
(Signed) R. RABIlANI 

P.S.-Yo~r National Assembly is not· responsible for 
Eritrea. but you may encourage any be1icvers there. 

(In the Guardian's own handwriting) 

May thc Almighty bless your high endeavours, guide 
and sustain you continually, and aid you to win great 
victories in the scrvice of His Faith. . 

Your true brother, 
SHOOHI 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'{s of Dar~alaam. 

May 41h, 1952 
Dcar Baha" Friends: 

Your Imer of April 21St has been rtteivcc:i by the 
be10vcd Guardian, as wdl as the photographs you for· 
warded, which interested him very much. 

It was a great joy to him to receive news of the 
formation of your Assembly, and especially to know 
that there are three African believers assisting in the 
promotion of the Faith in Tanganyika. He assures 
you that he will pray in thc Holy Shrines for your 
success and the rapid cxpansion of the Faith in Dar-ca
Salaam. 

He attaches the greatest importance to your work; 
and urges you, during this first year of your Bah'" 
life as an organised Community, to devote special 
attention, not only to teaching the Faith, but [0 creat· 
ing amongst yourselves that spirit of loving co-opera· 
tion and wise discussion of the affairs of the Cause 
which must always form the bedrock of every Spiritual 
Assembly. 

With warmest Baha'! greetings, 
(Signed) R. RAsBANI 

(In the Guardian's own handwriting) 

May the Almighty reward you abundantly for your 
historiC and highly-valued services, guide every step 
you take, bless every ellort you exert and fulfil every 
desire you cherish for the promotion of His Faith and 
the consolidation of its nascent institutions. 

Your true and gratcful brother, 
SHOOH. 

Africa Committe of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Tune 4111. 1952 
Dear BaM'! Sister, 

Your letters of February 29th, May 16th and May 
:l;rth have hem received and the beloved Guardian hal 
instructed me to answer you on his behalf. 
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He has read with great interest the reports which 
your Committee sends him regularly, because as you 
know the work in Africa is to him one of the most 
imponant activities going on in the Baha'i world, and 
very close to his heart •• . 

'Y OUf suggested souvenir booklet sounds intuesting. 
and he urges you to consider the wisdom of including 
a photograph of Mr. Gregory, First Negro Hand oJ 
the Cause, in addition to the others. 

As regards the latest progress photo of the Shrine, 
Mr. Ted Cardell took a great many pictures here, 
which the Guardian told him he could share with the 
BaM'is anywhere in the world; and it seems as if, 
exclusively of the work on the drum, which will begin 
showing distinctly in about two months' time, the best 
possible photograph you can obtain of the Shrine at 
present wouldDc one of Ted's. You should therefore 
apply to him for one. . 

The Guardian is very anxious that, during the com
ing months, the Africa Committee and me BaM'is 
should concentrate their efforts on establishing an 
Assembly in Kenya, and hopes that you will be able to 
dir«t pioneers to Nairobi anoon as possible. 

The Guardian considers that it is premature at this 
time to answa your question about consultation at 
the Africa Conference between people from territories 
which will come under the jurisdiction of the East and 
Central Africa National Spiritual Assembly. He is so 
overworked and tired at the moment that he has not 
been able to go into the entire question of the Inter.
Continental Conferences, the countries which will come 
under the jurisdiction of various future national bodies, 
etc. He hopes that he will be able, during the coming 
months, to do this and, if he feels it wise, will advise 
you by cable concerning a consultation such as you 
suggest at the Conference. 

He a'ssures all the members of your Committee of 
his deep appreciation of the work they are doing. and 
of his loving prayers for their success. 

With warm BaM'[ love. 
R. RABBANI 

(In the Guardian's own handwriting) 
May the AJmi~hty, whose Cause you and your co

workers are servlOg with such an exemplary spirit of 
devotion. fidelity and perseverance, reward you for your 
meritorious labours, remove all obstacles from your 
path. and enable you to win great victories in the days 
to come. 

Your true and grateful brother. 
SHOGHI 

IN MEMORIAM 
'D~ath prof/eretA unto elln-y confident belie"er tA~ 

cu~ that is lJ'fe i1Jde~d. It bestoweth joy and is th~ 
h~arer of gladness. II conferreth the gilt 01 ~tI~rla!ting 
li/~: 

BAHA. 'U'LLA.H 

It is with heartfdt regret that we announce the death 
of Mr. Enayatollah Poostchi in Shiraz, Persia. During 
a recent visit to this country he met and was beloveiJ 
by <nan, of the friends. His son Iraj will continue his 
stl'd ies in England. 

7 

, , 
BAHA'I WORLD 

AUSTRALIA. The coloured film, • Persian Gardens 
on Mount Carmd,' was shown to an audience of 
eighty-five persons by Mr. Bolton at the invitation of 
the Garden Landscape Club of Sydney. . 

CANADA. The Maxwell Home, blessed by the 
Masta's visit in 1912, and which has housed three 
Hands of the Cause. has been declared a Shrine and 
will become for Bah:i'[s the most holy spot in all 
Canada. 

Resulting from the most successful Summer Sch901 
yet held in Canada. when one hundred and seventeen 
persons gathered at Collingwood, Onurio, there were 
six declarations and many fresh offers to pioneer in 
their Five Year Plan. 

GERMANY. There were sixty people present to hear 
Dr. Hermann Grossmann speak at a public meeting 
in Berlin. 

FIJI JU.ANDS, The Suva Bahi'is group comprises 
eight adults anq four youths, and one of the behe,vers 
is a native of Fiji, the first of his race. The Mosl~s 
of the Fiji Islands have a written' fatva • that Moslems 
should dissociate themselves entirely from the Baha'IS. 
Two radio broadcasts were given by Mr. Khan on a 
r«ent visit. 

INDIA, P,u,ISTAN AND BURMA. Five thousand copies of 
the booklet commemorating the Centenary of Tahirih's 
M~rdom were distributed and the event was reported 
in five major national newspapers. A commemorative 
public mttting at the Constitution Club, New Ddhi, 
was presided over by the Health Minister of the Ddhi 
State. 

JAMAICA. As a result of a mention by the Radio 
Jamaica of two visiting Baha'IS many enquiries about 
the Faith were received. 

JAPAN. At the thirty-ninth Esperanto Congress of 
Japan, hdd in September in Kyoto University, a sec
tional meeting for Baha'!s was hdd for the first time. 
This was arranged by Tokujio Tosii, the first blind 
Esperantist and the second Baha'! in Japan, now Vice
Prmcipal of the Kyoto Government School for the 
Blind. 

MESO AMERICA. The following goals for the current 
year were set by the National Assembly: 

gl Each one win one. 
2 Ench Community to have its own Centre. 
) Each Community to have a maximum of fifteen 

active believers. 
(.1> Each Community to contribute regularly to the 

National Fund. 
(5) Each believer to spread the Teachings. 

NBPAL. Through the pioneering settlement at Bir· 
ganj of Mr. Sinna of Kamarhatti. near Calcutta, Nepal 
has been opened to the Faith. 

SoUTH AMEIIICA. Almost all the l..ocal Assemblies of 
South America are now incoroorated. 

STllAITS Sr:1TI.bBNTS. The Singapore Local Assmab'y 
has been registered under the Societies Act and this 
fact has been gazetted by the Gov~nment. 

SWITZULAND. The following is an extract from a 
letted, dated November 25th, 1952. from Mrs. Anne 
Lynch of the International Baha'f Bureaux in Crtneva: 
• We have buried Dagmar Dole at a little mountain 
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village of Glion, over Montrcux, two weeks ago. Miss 
Edna True, who Aew for the funeral from Rome, 
where she was on her way back from Haifa, S3id that 
the Guardian told her Oag's slation was vcry. very 
high. He gave detailed instruction about the burial, 
the stone, etc.; chose himself the text of the epitaph, 
and said her dying in Switzerland will be of the 
greatest importance to this country, and even to Europe. 
He looked inspired as he said, "She died in battle
dress!" We had a dttply impressive service fo r her 
:tt the Fourth Swiss Conference in Basel, with music, 
singing and praying. It stirred many .people to gre:lt 
decisions.' 

U.S.A. Three hundred guests of many meet :md 
coumfics au cndcd the fortictb 3nnual commemoration 
of the Unity Feast given by the Master at West Engl~. 

wood, N.J. 

Community News 

MANCliESTER. The friends report the declaration of 
Mrs. Betty Shepherd. Visiting speakers have been 
Ernest Gregory of SheRldd ana Dr. Miller of Liver· 
pool. who brought with him other Liverpool fri ends. 

Ring Stones 
There are for sale in :lid of the National Fund a 

number of ring stones, of rather small size, brought 
from Persia by Mr. Habibi. Application to purchase 
should be made: to Mr. Reg. Coulson, 37 Westbury 
Road, Crumpsall, Manchester. 

Shrine and International Funds 
The Guardian has said th:1t individuals and local 

assemblies should be free 10 contribute direct to the 
Shrine ami the rnt~rnalional Funds, but unfonunatdy 
the Bank of England would nOI give permission for 
direct transfers, so that money can only be contributed 
to them through the Funds organised by the Nalional 
Assembly with Mr. Arthur Norian as Treasurer. 
However, It IS felt that individuals and Assemblies 
should not be deprived of the right to have thei r can· 
tribution named to the Guardian. Consequently in 
future any individual or local assembly making a con· 
tribution to either of these funds may ask that their 
name and the amount of their contribution be notified 
the Guardian when it is finally transferred. Only the 
names of those making Ihis request will be transmitted, 
and they are warned that there may be a considerable 
lap~ of time between the donation being m:tde and 
its transfer. 

Addresses 
National S~cr~tary : John Ferraby, 49 Sandbournc 

Avenue, London, S.W.19. 
National Treasurer: D r. John Mitchell, Oawnedge 

Thatch, Apsley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. 
Editor, 'BaM'I /Gumal: Joe Jameson, 21 Beech Grove, 

Wallsend, Northumberland. 
Treamrn-, Shrine and International Funds: Arthur 

Norton, 41 Cranbourne Road, Chellow Dene, 
Bradford. 

Book Orders: Reg. Coulson, Baha" Publishing Trust, 
39 High Street, Manchester 'I. 

Bye--ElectiOD for the National Assembly 
January, 1953 

Teller', Report 
Thirty·two valid votes were C:lst and four were rc· 

cei\'ed after the closing date. Two of the dc:legate$ 
were out of the country and could not vote. 

The result of the voting was: 

Mrs. Betty Reed 
Ernest Gregory 
Hugh McKinley 
John Shordand 
Joe Jameson 
Mrs. G. Backwell, Raben Check, 

Habib Haz.ari, Mrs. Muriel 
Matthews, Donald Millar, Mrs. 
Mehrangiz Munsiff 

• Baha', World', Vol. XI 

No. 01 tIOtCI 

9 
5 
5 

• 3 

I each 

Baha'I World, Vol. XI, for the years 194b-so is now 
available from the Baha'I Publishing Committee. tlO 

Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A., at $12.50 
a copy excluding postage. The books may be pur
chased by ordering direct and obtaining fo reign ex
change through a bank or post office in the way fre
quently described in Baluf'i /ottmal. The books may also 
be paid for with U.N.E.S.C.O. Book Coupons, about 
which local secretaries have particulars, but a charge of 
five per cent. is made for these, whereas bank charges 
for transferring the money arc rath~r lower. The cost 
of the book in sterling after allowing for postage and 
currency charges is about is. 

Additions to the Community 

Since the last list was published, registration cards 
have been received from the followi ng: 

Parivash Vahid·Tehrani (from Iran), London 
Charles Murray (from the United States). 

Harpenden 
Maude: Middleton, Sheffield 
Elizabeth Blumer, London 
Lyell Walker, Brighton 
Muriel Brown, BOllrnemouth 
Wincfrcd Kelleher, Bournemouth 
Harold Stubbs, Blackpool 

Change of Address 

Blackpool's Secretary: 

Mrs. Kathlttn H yett, 
46 Chepstow R03d, G range Estate, 

BJackpool 

corrigenda 

Two errors appeared in the December issue of the 
Tournai; please amend as follows: 

Page 2, firs! column, third paragraph eighth line-
for' kinship' read 'kingship.' • 

Page 4. Community News, Bournemouth - for 
'Abdul·Baha (youth)' read' Abdol Banani.' 
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