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I 
THE TWIN HOUSES IN 'AKKA 

(Below we print an excerpt from a letter written from 
Haifa by Lotfullah Hakim, who is a member of the 
International Baha', Council. It concerns the two 
houses in 'Akk:i inhabited by Bah;i'u'Uah and the 
Master before the Blessed Beauty left that prison city 
for N1azra'ih and Bahja, and by the Master thereafter. 
The account has been edited, at Dr. Hakim's request, 
before publication.) 

r would now like to tell you a little about the two 
houses of Baha'u'llah at 'Akka. Th~ twO houses are 
historically very important in the BaM', world. Wh~n 
we know a little about their history and some of the 
events with which they were connected during til(: 
lifetime of the Blessed Heauty and the Master, we 
n:alise their importance. 

These houses are old and very large. Baha'u'llah 
and His family occupied the top storey of each. After 
having been connned in barracks for two years, He 
moved from house to house, eventually settling in 
these two houses, which arc known as the Eastern 
House and the Western House. First He and His 
farflily lived in the house on the eastern side and in 
His room in this house, now known as the Master's 
Room, the Kiclb-i-Aqdas was revealed. Later 
Baha'u'llah moved to the Western House. 

While living in these two houses, some difficulties 
arose between His followers and those of Azal, and 
some of the Azalis in 'Akka were killed. Baha'u'lhih 
knew nothing about it, but He and the Master were 
called to the Governorate and interrogated. He was 
kept in a room for 24 hours and the Master ('Abdu'l­
BaM) was chained in a dungeon for about two days. 
At last They were found absolutely innocent and were 
allowed to return to the house, but with guards and in 
strict confinement. 

Very many other events happened while They were 
living in these houses. It was from these that 
Baha'u'liah sent out His most important Tablets 
addressed to the kings and rulers, to the Pope and to 
other important personages in the world. It was also 
here that the Master was married. 

Should I go on writing on different historical events 
that have happened in these two houses, I will never 
be able to finish this' letter . At any rate, the Western 
House where Baha'u'llah was living has a bakony. 
His room and balcony faced the sea. For nine years 

Baha'u'llah lived in this place and did not see any 
verdure or green until once He said that He had not 
been OUt and seen verdure or green all that time. This 
gave the Master a clue. There was a Pasha who lived 
III 'Akka and showed great enmity to Baha'u'llah. He 
had a mansion at Mazra'ih, some few miles from 
'Akk:i. The Master went to him and said: 'Whv 
don't you live in your mansion?' He replied: 'I anl. 
ill :md cannot live there alone. It is too far away from 
town.' 'Then in that case,' the Master said, 'rent it 
to us.' After some persuasion he agreed, and the 
Master rented it for a period. Then the Master pre­
pared a carriage and when everything was arranged, 
tie went to Baha'u'll~h and told Him that a beautiful 
place, the mansion at Mazra'ih had been prepared, and 
that a carriage was ready to come to take them to live 
there. Bah~'u'l\ah said: 'I am a prisoner here.' 

The Master asked Him on three different occasions 
and each time received the same answer, so He did not 
insist any more. But He went to a certain noble man 
in 'Akka who was a very daring man, and although a 
great friend of Bah~'u'llah, was not a Bah~'i. He sai.d 
to this man: • Go to Baha'u'liah and beg that He 
should come out. Do not leave Him until you get 
His consent.' The man went to Bah:\.'u'llah and said: 
' My Lord, a lovdy mansion is prepared for you. 
Everything is ready; why don't you go and live there?' 
' .1 am a prisoner,' Baha'u'lhih replied. But the man 
answered: 'No one can imprison you. You must 
come out.' He begged ,and insisted so much that at 
last Baha'u'llah consented. He told the Master and 
the next day Baha'u'llah and the Master drove out 
through the gates of 'Akka in a carriage. The guards 
were standing at the gates, but said nothing. 

The Blessed Beauty stayed for a few days in th~ 
R"arden of Ridvan, then came back to 'Akka. After 
a little while He went to Mazra'ih, where He stayed 
for over two years, and then He went to live in Bahj' 
until He passed away. 

I was writing about the twO 'Akka houses. While 
Baha'u'llah was living at Bahj! with His sons and 
others, the Master, with His wife and sister (the 
Greatest Holy Leaf) were living in 'Akka in the 
Western House. Every day the Master used to visit 
His Father. Then came Baha'u'llah's ascension. 
Mul:tammad-'AH and his brothers rose up against the 
Master and did not obey Baha'u'Uah's Will. They 
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began to intrigue and cause" all kinds of trouble. For 
five yeats the Master tried .His best to help them recog· " 
nisc the truth, hut they refused to do so and broke 
Baha'u'tU.h's Covenant. H e was living in 'Akkli with 
His sister while they were enjoying themselves at the 
Mansion in BahjL He did His best for five years with 
no dfect, so He was obliged to sever the connection. 

At this time He was il1ways very depressed. After 
He had left His heothers to go their own way, the first 
party of American pilgrims came to Him in 'Akk:i; 
His life changed, so [0 speak, and He became happy. 
But every time He went to visit Baha'u'llah's Shrmc 
at Bahjl, the Covenant-Breakers would laugh at Him 
and mock Him from the balcony of the Mansion. They 
began a continuous intrigue with the Government 
against the Master, until at last the Committee of 
Investigation came to 'Akka; the Master was kept in 
dose confinement and His life was in ~reat danger. 
You know the history of this episode very well and 
there is no need for me to give an account of it. 

After all this had happened, the Master came to live 
in Haifa. The houses In 'Akka began gradually to go 
to ruin. Some of the friends were living in the lower 
storey of the houses, and the upper storeys were empty. 
Our beloved Guardian had the upper storeys of the 
two houses where Baha'u'Uah, the Master and the 
family used to live, restored and repaired. Lately he 
has prepared all kinds of furniture, historical pictures, 
etc., and furnished the tWO houses. Elecuic light has 
been introduced into both, except for the rooms of 
Baha'u'llah and the Master. These have been left 
absolutely intact, with the same old furniture and beds 
of 8aha'u'llah and the Master as they had before. 

For three days (February 28th, March lSt and 2nd) 
the Guardian and I went early in the morning to 
• Akka and came back late at night. We had several 
of the friends from Bahjl and Mazra'ih there helping. 
The Guardian would arrange what to put in each 
room and how and where to put it. There are a good 
number of books - the Baha'! World, volumes of 
th(' 'New Era' in different languages, etc.- in the 
main hall and the office. There are beds and carpets in 
the rooms. In the central hall, a very nice model of the 
Temple at Chica~o is on the table ... 

Now the two house! are ready for the friends to 
visit and for tourists to see, just as the Mansions of 
Bahjl and Mazra'ih are. In fact, the rooms are so 
arranged with beds that in future pilgrims will stay 
there comfortably for one or more nights and enjoy th(' 
wonderful atmosphere of the place. 

" . 
The Baha'I World (eon/inJlld) 
cultural level of the Eskimos and their lack of educa~ 
tional facilities. The Committee suggests that Welfare 
Teachers would have the best opportunity for real 
service. 

JAPAN. Aglles Alexander is again serving the Faith 
in Japan and she has had the privilege of speaking 
about it to people of capacity. In Kyoto, Miss Alex· 
ander met the blind believer, Mr. Torii, for the first 
time in thirteen years, and through him made a 
number of new and interesting contacts. 

HAIPA. Miss Jessie and Miss Ethel Revell have gone 
to Haifa at the request of the Guardian [0 assist in the 
work of the Baha'i World ~tre. 

• 

, , 
THE BAHA'I WORLD 

. UNITED STATES. A BaM'! feature appeared in the 
December uth, 1950, issue of ' Life' magazine, which 
reaches an estimated 60,000,000 readas. It carried a 
picture of the Master and gave some words of 
Baha'u'llah. 

EUROPE. The European Teaching Committee reports 
the number of declared believers under the second 
Seven Year. Plan in the ten goal countries of Europe 
to be 327 up to January ISt, 1951. Preparations are in 
progress for the fourth. European Teaching Confer~ce 
ana Summer School which are to take place in Rome 
from ·August 3ut to September 10th. Florence and 
Naples both have more than nine believers and hope 
to form their Spiritual Assemblies this Ridvan. 

SCANDINAVIA We very much regret that it was 
erroneously reported in the March issue of Baluf'l 
Journal that the pioneers to Norway, Sweden and Den­
mark wae leaving. This is not so. At present there 
are four pioneers in these three countries. American 
pioneers will be maintained in all the Goal Countries 
of the American Seven Year Plan until the Guardian 
himself feels that they can be withdrawn. 

GERMANY. Regional meetings were held at Wur­
temberg. Baden, Hesse and Esslingen to bring to the 
Baha'is the living spirit of the; . Copenhagen Teaching 
Conference, the Esslingen Summer School, the Youth 
Summer School and the spirit and aim of the 
Guardian's letter of June, 1950. Mrs. Bertha Matthie­

_sen of the United States has made a teaching trip 
including Innsbruck, Salzburg and Vienna, and in 
January was teaching in Munich. 

FINLAND. Miss Elsa Vento, Finnish born Toronto 
Bahn is carrying on the work with the 'active, re­
sponsive' group, and Miss K.r4a is in constant 
corresJ?Ondence with them. The Faith has received fine 
publicity in Helsinki, one paper offering to print what­
ever is sent them on the subject. 

CANADA. In reviewin$ their achiev~~ts in their 
Five Year Plan to estabhsh fifteen new assemblies and 
to settle thirty-five new localities by April, 1953, they 
find that apart from some initial successes there is still 
much to be done. They have now a National Teaching 
Committee which • takes up this staggering responsi­
bility with the utmost faith and confidence '- re­
sponsibility for a task 'which no committee could 
aChieve without absolute reliance on the unfailing 
atsistance of BaM'u'llah and the knowledge that the 
entire body of believers in Canada is ready and wait­
ing to do its part. ' 

British Columbia sends out the first issue of its 
Teaching Committee Bulletin, whose objttt is 'to 
keep before us all the needs and progress of our first 
real test as Canadian Baha'Is, the Guardian's Plan for 
us over the span of our first five years as a fuU-Redged 
national unit: 

The Eskimo Committee had several conversations 
with the Chief of . Eskimo Affairs. Arctic Division, 
Northwest Territories Administration, and with the 
InlPitor of Schools ror the Northwest Territories, 
and. has submitted a most interesting report on the 

(ContinNld in prinding ~oINlll1l) 
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FROM THE GUARDIAN 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.,,!! of the 

British Isles, 
c/o Mr. John Ferraby, Secretary. 

Dear Baha'i Brotller, " 
Your letters of June 19th, ,une nnd, July 18th, 

July :lut, 1u.ly 26th, August 17th, August 29th, August 

loth, September 6th, September 8th, Septmlber 27th 
:1 letters), October 3td (2 letters), October 5th, Oct~r 

17th. October 26th, October 30th (:1 letters), October 
31St, November 13th, November 14th (2 letters), 
Docember loth. December nnd, 1950, and January :md, 
January 25th and February 2nd, 20th, 1951, together 
with enclosures as wdl as photographs, have been re­
ceived, and our belov«l Guardian has instructed me 
to answer you on his behalf. (A postcript dated March 
18th adds: 'Your letters (two) dated March 8th 
have also been ra:eivcd with enclosures.') 

He regrets that, due to pressure of work, he is not 
able to write more frequently, but feels that the cable 
communications between himself and your assembly 
,mend to the essential work in between letters ..• 

Regarding your question about the communication 
with the King, as mentioned in Minutes ::Z!p and 3+1, 
he feels that both contemplated approaches should be 
dropped for the present. By undertaking such action 
we call attention to ourselves in a very conspicuous 
manner, and investigation of who the senders are of 
such petitions would only expose the weakness of our 
numbers and detract from the prestige which the 
Cause is dowly beginning to acquire in the eyes ohhe 
world. 

He thanks you very much for the map, showing the 
British Baha'f Community at the end of the Six Year 
Plan. He has placed it on a wall of the Mansion of 
Bahjf, where Visitors and believers can enjoy it. It 
certainly marks the scene of one of the maS[ historic 
victories of the Faith. 

In regard to the question of the African campaign, 
the Guardian is immensdy pleased with the way your 
assembly and the special committee you have 
appointed, have seized this project and are vigorously 
prosecuting it. He admires the evidences of careful 
planning and staunch determination which all the data 
regarding this impotU.nt campaign, w~ich you have 
forwarde<l to him, bear witness to. 

He was "ery happy to receive the Chinyanza pam­
phlets which you sent to him, and also likes very much 
the' Africa News' which the Committee is getting out 
and which is so alive with plans and news. 

He is alle delighted to sec that the Persian National 
Assembly is vir,;'tously co-operating with your 
Assembly and facilitating settlement of some devoted 
Persian pioneer .there wfi"o no doubt will be of great 
help to die work . . . 

He feels that, although it is preferable that the three 
pioneers tb each virgin country should be in one town 
or at least as near each other as possible, it should not 
be eonsi$!trttl. the essential point at this juncture. 

The m()st important thing of all is to get the pioneers 
out thc;rt and established if .possible in som~ sdf­
su.p~rtmg work. qoce this has bttn done, the ~ork 
Within the country ItJCIf can be gradually organIsed 

3 

and plans made to ' conSolidate it in a more practical 
manner. 

-He wed the word • uibes' loosely to mean the 
peoples of Africa and not necessarily' individuals still 
living under tribal system. . 

The Guardian does not feel that it is necessary to 
specify any particular prayer to.be said for the Africa 
work. The main thing is that the Baha'IS should pray 
for its success. 

{Ie approves of you'r getting out the edition of the 
• New Era' which you now have in the press; but feels 
very strongly that any future editions should strictly 
conform to the 1937 American edition, in order to 
preserve uniformity in this very important Bahn 
publication. 

Regarding your question about milit~ service, the 
Guardian sees no reason why the Baha'. in question 
should not bring a test case, and press the matter. It 
is now, since he has become a follower of Baha'u'lloih, 
against his conscience to kill his fellow-men; and he 
should have the right to explain his position and ask 
to be exempted from combatant service. During the 
hearing of such cases the Bahot'is should make it abso­
lutely clear that we do not fear being placed in danger, 
and are not asking to be given a safe berth in hours of 
national crisis - quite the contrary - any dangerous 
service the BaM'fs can render their fellow-men during 
the agonies of war, they should be anxious t9 accept. 

The work that the British Bahot'ls are accomplishing 
is very dear to his heart; and he wishes your Assembly 
to constantly encourage the friends (as of course th~ 
are doing) to go on with all phases of their Baba I 
work ana maintain the tempo they achieved during 
the past few years. They have distinguished them­
selves so much that now their fellow Bahot'is in other 
lands expect them to lead the way in new fields, .and 
to continue being the pace setters for at least the British 
Empire, if not other countries as weill Success brings 
burdens; and the British Babot'fs who were so miracu­
lously successful at the last moment of their Six Year 
Plan, now find themselves in the sometimes difficult 
position of being a cynosure for all eyes. . 

He assures you, one and all, of his loving prayers for 
the work you are 50 faithfully carrying out on behalf 
of tht believers in the British Isles. 

With Bahot'[ Greetings, 
R. RUBAN!. 

P.S.-I wish to call rour attention to certain things in 
• Principles of Baha' Adminisuation' which has just 
reached the Guardian; although the material is JZOOd, 
ht" feels that the complete lack of quoution maiks is 
very mi.leading. His own words, the words of his 
various secretaries, even the words of Bahot'u'llah 
Himself, are all lumped together as one text. This is 
not only not reverent in the case of Baha'u'Uah's 
words, but misleading. Although the secretaries of the 
Guardian convey his thoughts and instructions and 
these messaga are authoritative, their words are in no 
sense the same as his, their style certainly not the same, 
:md their authority less, for they use their own terms 
and not his exact words in conveying ilis messages. 
He feels that in any future edition thp fault should be 
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remedied, any quotations from 8aha'u'Uah or the 
Master plainly attributed to them, and the words of 
the Guardian dearly differentiated from those of his 
secretaries. 

Dear and valued Co-workers, 
The magnificent spirit of dev:ltion and the initiative 

and resourcefulness demonstrated in recent months by 
a triumrhant community, in its e.:agerness to launch, 
ahea.d 0 the appointed time, the enterprise destined to 
carey the fame of its members and establish its out. 
posts as far afield as the African continent. merit the 
highest praise. By their organising ability, by their 
zeal in enlisting the collaboration of their sister com. 
munities in the African, the American and Asiatic 
continents for the effective prosecution of this epoch­
making enterprise; by the tenacity, sagacity and 
fiddity which they have displayed in the course of its 
opening ph.:a5C; by their utter consecration and their 
complete reliance on the One Who wrtches over their 
destiny, they have set an example worthy of emulation 
by the members of Baha'i Communities in both the 
East and the West. 
. The. .despatc~ of the .first pion«r t~ Tanganyika, 

slgnah.slI\g the maugurauon of the Afncan campaign, 
followmg so closely ueon the successful termination of 
the Six Yea.r Plan, will be recognised by posterity as 
the initial move in .:an undertaking designed to supple­
ment and enrich the record of signal collective services 
rendered by the members of this community within 
the confines and throughout the length and breadth of 
its .homeland. On it, however grea.t the support it 
will receive from its sister communities in the days to 
come, will devolve the chief responsibility of guiding 
the destinies, of supplying the motive power, and of 
contributing to the resources of a crusade which, for 
the first time in Bah.£" history involves the collabora­
tion, and affects the fortunes, of no less than four 
National AS5Cmblies, in both hemispheres and within 
four continents of the globe. 

On the success of this enterprise, unprecedented in 
its $:ope and unique in its character and immen5C in 
its spiritual ~tentialities, must depend the initiation, 
a~ a later period in the Formative Age of the Faith, of 
undertakings embracing, within their range all 
national as5Cmblies functioning throughout the Baha'I 
world, undertakings constituting in thrn"lselves a pre­
lude to the launching of world·wide enterprises des­
tined to be embarked upon, in future epochs of that 
same Age, by the Universal House of Justice, that will 
symbolise the unity and co-ordinate and unify the 
activities of these National Assemblies. 

Indeed the birth of this African enterprise, in the 
openin~ decade of the second Bah.£" century, coincid­
ing as It does with the formation of the International 
BaM'1 Council, should be acclaimed as an event of 
peculiar significance in the evolution of our beloved 
Faith. Both events will, no doubt, be hailed by pos­
terity as simultaneous and compelling evidences of the 
irresistible unfoldment of .:a divinely appointed Admin­
istrative Order and of the development, on an inter­
national scale, of its ~ubsi~iary agencies, heraldin~ 
the establishment of the Supreme Legislative body 
designed to t;roy.rn the Administrative Edifice now 
being laboriously erected by the privileged builders of 
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a Divine Order, whose features have been delineated 
by the Centre of the Covenant in His Will and Testa­
ment, whose fundamental laws have been revealed by 
the Founder of our Faith in His Kitab-i-Aqdas, and 
whose advent has been foreshadowed by the Herald 
of the Baha', Dispensation in the Bayan, His most 
weighty Book. 
. To be singled out as the chief agency in the prosecu­

tion of a task of such dimensions, such signific.:ance. 
and the harbinger of events so glorious, is indeed at 
once an inestimable blessing and a staggering re­
sponsi~ility ~ith which the British Baha', Community, 
emergtng tnumphantly in rapid succession from the 
ordeal. of a world war .:and the struggles involved in 
the prosecution of a historic Plan, has been honoured 
at so critical and challenging an hour in the fortunes 
of mankind. 

To labour assiduously for the desp:nch, in the com­
ing yea.r markin(! the official opening of the Two Yea.r 
PI.:an, of pioneers to the chosen Territories of the 
African continent; to ensure that its three sister national 
assem~lies ":IiI! steadily reinforce its work through 
finanCial assistance as well as through the increase in 
lhe number of pioneers; to expedite the translation, 
publication and dissemination of Baha'i literature in 
the three selected languages throughout these Terri­
to~es; to enlarg: the scope of ~e contacts established 
With representatives of the Afncan peoples and with 
institutions designed to foster their intuesu; to culti­
\·ate cordial relations with and secure the goodwill and 
support of the civil authorities in the goal countries 
where the pioneers will reside; to maintain steadr cor­
!espondence with, fan the zeal. seek the coynse and 
secure the assistance of the budding and scattered 
communities in the North, the South and the Heart of 
t~at vast but promising and slowly awakening con­
ttnentj to prepare for the eventual convocation, under 
its own auspices and following the example set, and the 
procedure adopted, by its sister American Assembly 
on the European Continent, of the First African 
Teaching Conference, representative of both the white 
and black races, constituting an epoch-making land­
mark in the evolution of the Faith among the African 
races and possibly synchronising with-the centenary 
celebrations of the birth of Baha'u'll.£h's Mission, and 
adding another victor's crown · to the laurels already 
won by the British followers of the Faith of Baha'u'liah 
in their own homeland - these stand out as the para­
mount and inescapable duties confronting the British 
National Spiritual Assembly as it stands on the 
threshold of a new and glorious epoch in British Baha'! 
history. 
Thou~h the prospect of this new venture is indeed 

enthralling, though it demands careful planning, the 
allocation of substantial sums for its prosecution .:and 
the exertion of strenuous efforts for its systematic 
development, the prizes so laboriously won at home 
must under no circumstances be jeopardised. The 
twofold obligation of preserving the status of the newly 
Hedged assemblies in England, Wales, Scocland and 
Ireland and of propagating the Faith among the 
people dwelling in the British Isles through active 
teaching and the wide circulation of BaM" literature 
must be faithfu1ly discharged. The necessary founda­
tion for the proclamation of the Faith, at a later stage 
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in ~he dl!velo~~ent of the British Baha.'i community, 
anudsl the Bntlsh people and in the very heart of the 
British Emp'ire must ~ carefully hiid. Whatever 
m~ures will. f~cilitate ~e £.uture recognition of the 
Faith by the cIvil authontles III the localities where irs 
follow.ers reside. and ev"entually by the central govern­
ment In Westmmster, must, within the means at their 
disposal. and however tentatively, be adopted. 
ihe~ and only then will this Community, carrying 

out faithfully the twofold duty incumbent upon it. 
both at home and abroad. be vouchsafed by 
Bah;i.'u'lI;i.h the full measure of His grace which will 
enable it to ~r2~erse. s~i1y and successfully, the 
presen~ s.t~ge Ul Its evoluuo.n, and acquire still greater 
po~enu~lt1.es for t!te rc:vda?on of a still brighter aspect 
of, I? mlssl~m desIgned. to 1I1uminatc with the: light of 
DIVine GUIdance and In the course of the Formative 
and G?l.den Ages of the Faith all the Dependencies of 
the Bntnh Crown, and erect the administrative struc­
ture w!thi~ these Territories, of an Order, incompar. 
ably mightier and more enduring than any which that 
Crown has ever established. 

$HOCHI 

T~e Most Sacred Enterprise 
'(On) occasion (of) celebration (of) Naw-Ruz 

Festival announce (to) followers (of) Faith (of) 
Haha'u'l!ah East (and) West, through National 
Assem~hes, ~mpleti~n (of) excavation (for) foundation 
(for) eight piers designed (to) support (the) mighty 
dome (of the) Bab's Sepulchre, as well as momentous 
decision (to) place hundred thirty thousand dollar con­
tract (for the) stone work (of) both cylinder (and) 
dome . . App.r~ching Centenary (of the) binh (of the) 
prophetic MISSion (of the) Founder (of the) Faith, (the) 
virtual .consummation (of the) fifty year project cui· 
minating (in the) termination (of the) interior orna­
mentation (of the) Mother Temple (of the) West, (the) 
risks involved and delay owing (to the) threatening in­
ternational siu-'.ation, the necessity (to) insure increasin~ 
S?~r.rt (to). ~elflforce (the) newly-forged ties (with the) 
CIVI authorities (of the) recendy emerged State (in the) 
Holy Land through (the) formation (of the) Inter­
national Baha'i Council, (the) considerable saving 
effected through signature (to the) contract (for the) 
entire stonework required (to) erect (the) super· 
structure (of the) edifice, impel me (to) take (the) 
major step (in the) development (of the) swifdy pro­
gressing, Irresistibly advancing enterprise transcending 
(in) sacredness any collective undertaking launched (in 
the) course (of the) history (of the) hundred year old 
Faith. (J am) moved (to) renew (my) fervent plea 
addressed (to) all National (and) local Assemblies 
(.:md) believers (in) all continents (of the) globe (to) 
arise (and) determinedly gird up (thcir) loins (to) con· 
tribute, through curtailment (of) budgets, ad~uate 
appropriations (from) national (and) local funds, as 
well as direct sustained individual donations, (to) in­
sure uninterrupted financial support, howev~r great 
(the) sacrifices lOvolved, how~ver heavy (the) burdens, 
110w~ver distracting (the) successive crises (of the) 
present critical hour. Austerity period previously 
affeCting (the) fortunes (of the) American Baha'i' com­
munity unavoidably prolonged (and) now extended 
(to) embrace (the) entire Baha'! world in recognition 
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(of the) pressing needs (and) paramount importance (of 
the) glorious international task. Urge foHowers (of the) 
Most Great Nathe (to) demonstrate (a) still nobler 
spi.rit (09 .sc!f.~bne~[ion (in the) course (of the) 
sWlfdy dlmlOishlOg IOterval separating us (from the) 
hundredth anniversary (of the) birth (of the) Mission 
(of the) Author (of the) Revelation, commemorating 
(the) Centenary (of the) blood hath constituting (the) 
most tragic episode (in) B.aha'f history associated (with 
~he~ mart}'rdom ,~o! t!'e) Immortal Tahirih, (the) sub­
Jec~on.(ol) ~ah,a u lIah (to the) rigours (of the) Siyah. 
Chal (10) Tlhran (and the). barbarous execution (of) 
unnumbered heroes (and) saints (of the) ApostoliC Age 
(of the) Baha'f Dispensation.' (Received by the N.S.A. 
of the United States, March :lISt, 1951.) 

International Endowments 
, Announce (to) friends (of) East (and) West (the) 

fc:'llowing :. fur~ishing Mazraeh, completion (of).restora­
tlon (of) histOriC house (of) Baha'u'llah (in) Acre, scene 
(of) prolonged afflictions sustainc;d (by) Found~r (of) 
Faith, as well as supreme crisis suffered (by) 'Abdu'l· 
Baha (a9 hand~ (of) Covenant·breakers. Greatly en­
ha~ced . ~nterna[Jonal endowments (in) Holy Land in 
tWin Cilles (of) Acre (and) Haifa, now include twin 
Holy Shrines situated (on) plain (of) Acre (and) slope 
(of) Mount C~rmel; . twi.n mansions (?O B:miJ (and) 
Mazraeh; [WIO hlstonc houses IOhablted (by) 
Baha'u'!lah (and) 'Abdu'I.Bah3.j twin international 
arc~ives adjoining (the) Bab's Sepulchre (and the) 
resting pIace (of the) Greatest Holy Leaf; twin pilgrim 
houses, constructed (for) Oriental (and) Occidental 
pilgrims, twin gard~ns (of) Ridwan (and) Firdaws, 
associated (with the) memory (of the) Author (of the) 
Baha'f Dispen~tion. 

' Greatly welcome assistance (of the) newly-formed 
International Council, particularly its President, Mason 
R~mey, and (its) Vic~.President, Amelia Collins, 
through contact (with) authorities designed (to) spread 
(the) fame, consolidate (the) foundations (and) widen 
(the) scope (of) inAuence emanating (from the) twin 
spiritual administrative World Centres perman~ndy 
fixed (in th~) Holy Land constituting (the) midmost 
heart (of the) . entire planet.' (To the N.S.A. of the 
United States, March and, 1951.) 

To AN INDIVIOUAL 

'You have voic~d the same suffering, the: sign of the 
s:lme mystery, as has been voiced by almost all those 
who have been called upon to serve God. Even the 
Prophets of God, w~ know, suffered agony when the 
Spirit of God d~sc~nded on Them and commanded 
Them to arise and preach. Look at Moses saying' I 
am a stutterer!' Look.t Mu~ammad rolled in His 
rug in agony I The Guardian himself suffered terribly 
when he learned It~ was the one who had been made 
Guardian . 

, So you set: your sense of inadequacy, your realisation 
of your own unworthiness, is not unique at all. Many, 
from the Highest to the humblest, hav~ had it_ Now 
th~ wisdom qf it is this : it is such seemingly weak 
instruments that demonstrate that God is the Power 
achieving the victories and not men .• (Through 
his secretary, January 11th, t951.) 
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To RA1'MOND ANDERSON 

'There are two kinds of Baha'Is, one mj~bt sal.' 
[host: whose religion is Baha'! and those who live or 
the Faith. Needless to say if we can belong to the 
latter category, if we can bt: in the v.anguard of heroes" 
martyrs and saints, it is more praiseworth:r in the sight 
of God.' (Through his secretary, Apr" 16th. '951; 
published in the American 80114'/ N~wJ, No. 24', for 
March, 1951.) 

To FR .... NCES BENEDICT STEWART 

• The greatest net:d it seems everywhere inside the 
Cause is to impress upon the friends the need for love 
among them. There is a tendency to mix up the func~ 
tions of the Administration and try to apply it in 
individual relationships, which is abortive, because the 
Assembly is a nascent House of Justice and is supposed 
to administer. according to the Teachings, the affairs 
of the community. But individuals towards .each othu 
arc ~overned by love, unity, forgiveness and a sin· 
covertng eye. Once the friends grasp this they will get 
along much bt:uer, but they keep playing Spiritual 
Assembly to each other and ~t the Assembly to 
behave like an individual.' (Through his secretary, 
October 5th, 1950; published in the American Baha'I 
N~ws, No. 241, for March, 1951.) 

, 
Shrine of the Bab Fund 

Arthur Norton, the Treasurer of this Fund, reports 
that £400 has so far been transferred to the Guardian. 
The letter accompanying his receipt is printed in this 
issue of • Bah.i'l Journal'. The total amount so far con­
tributed to the Fund is £475 161. Id. 

To THE TltEASUItER, B .... ·s SHRINE FUND 

March loth, 1951. 
Dear Baha'i Brother, 

Your letter of February 21St has been received, and 
the beloved Guardian has instructed me to answer you 
on his behalf, and to forward you the enclosed receipt. 

He was much touched by this vert generous contri­
bution from the British Baha'I: Community toward the 
construction of the Shrine of the Bab; and wishes you 
to assure the friends that their \·oining in this historic 
enterprise, he feels sure, will on y add to the spiritual 
beauty and dignity of this Holy Tomb, so dear to all 
our hearts. 

With warm Baha'{ greetings, 

R. RAIIIIANI. 

Correction 

The letter from the Guardian to Harry Andersen. 
published on page 2 of BaM'; Journal, No. 85, for 
January, 1951. was wronidy said to have been dated 
December 21St, 1950. 11le correct date is December 
21St. 1948. 
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FOR MEDITATION 

By the righteousness of God! Idle fancies have 

debarred men from the Horizon of Certitude, and vain 

imaginings withhdd them from the Choice Sealed 

Wine. In truth I say. and for the sake of God I de­

clare: This Servant, this Wronged One. is abashed to 

claim for Himself any existence whatever, how much 

more those exalted grades of being! Every man of 

discernment, while walking upon the ~, fedeth 

indet:d abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware that 

the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his 
wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and 

power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is 

trodden beneath the feet of all men. There can be no 

doubt that whoever is cognisant of this truth, is 

cleansed and sanctified from all pride, arrogance and 

vainglory. Whatever hath been said hath come from 

God. Unto this, He, verily, hath borne, and bc:artth 
now, wimcss, and He, in truth, is the All-Knowing, 

the All·lnformed. 

THE NATIONAL FUND 

Below is listed the number of times each · Local 
Assembly has contributed to the National Fund in the 
period April 21St, 1950 to March lOth, 1951. 

Belfast :& Leeds 
Birmingham 8 Liverpool 
Blackburn 3 London 
Blackpool 3 Manchester 
Bournemouth 0 Newcastle 
Bradford 0 Northampton 
Brighton 8 Nottingham 
Bristol 0 Norwich 
Cardiff 4 Oxford 
Dublin 3 Sheffield 
Edinburgh 0 Stockport 
Glasgow 4 Torquay 

BAHA'I PUBLISlUNG TRUST 

5 
6 
5 , 
1 

<0 

'3 
- 5 

S 
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The Baha'{ Publishing. Trust Committee is prepar· 
ing material for a new general introductory pamphlet 
on the Faith to take the place of the ·current • Baha'I" 
Faith· pamphlet when stocks are exhausted. They 
would gready appreciate any comments or suggestions 
which members of the Community may care to make, 
SC' that the new pamphlet may profit from the teaching 
experience of the whole community. Please send your 
suggestions to the Manager, John Ferraby, 49 Sand­
bourne Avenue, London, S.W.19. 

Wedding. 

Lily Ahy and lui Ayman in London on January 
2nd. tsobel Locke and Hassan Sabri in Wheatley. 

.Oxfordshire, on Aeril 7th, and Hushallg Anassl to 
London on April ']th. 
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'THE MOST MERITORIOUS OF ALL DEEDS' 
'THE ADVENT OF DIVINE JUSTICE' 

On Christmas Day, . 1938, the beloved Guardian 
addressed a letter. to the American . and Canadian 
believers, of such weight, challenge and importance 
that it has become a handbook for all those who long 
to serve the Cause and witness its inevitable uiumph: 
Published as 'The Advent of Divine Justice', it 
reached the: American believers at a time when the 
world was about to be ~broi1ed in a sc:ond great con­
Rict, and when the first Teaching Plan of the Baha'I 
world needed just that impetus, that vision, to arouse 
the spirit necessary for victory. 

To-day, as the world appears to be faciog a similar, 
bm even more catastrophic situation, every believer in 
the world, in whatever teaching plan he may be serv­
ing, may well address himself to this sea full of gems 
of guidance, inspiration and exhortation. 

To US· in Britain, about to embark upon our greatest 
[~sk yet - the Africa Campaign-and at the same 
time develop those infant institutions - the 19 new 
assemblies - into strong bastions of the Cause ready 
to launch out into conquest of the hearts of all our 
fdlow<itizens, one passage in particular seems to be 
the most challenging. 

• To teach the Cause of God, to proclaim its truths, 
to defend its interests, ' to demonstrate, by words as 
well as by deeds, its indispensability, its potency, and 
universality, should at no time be regarded as the ex­
clusive concern or sole privilege of Baha'I administra­
tive institutions, be they assemblies or committees. All 
must participate, however humble their origin, how­
ever limited their experience, however restricted their 
means, however deficient their education, however 
pressing their cares and preoccupations, however un­
favourable the environment in which they live. 
.. God ", Baha'u1I:lh, Himself, has unmistakably re­
vealed, .. hath prescribed unto every one the duty of 
teaching His Cause ... ' 

THE PEJ.SONAL TEACHING C.ucPAIGN 

Since the NatioFJal Assembly meeting of August, 
1950, the • Home Front' aspect of the • Three Tiered 
Programme' has been ~adually evolving. Teaching 
Conference appreciated Its importance and at the time 
of writing, :n out of the 14 Assemblies have warmly 
welcomed the launching of its most recent develop­
ment-the Personal Teaching Campaign. 

Members of the Consolidation Committee, or the 
Committee's' briefed' representatives have consulted 
with these Assemblies, and the reports so far have 
shown a grand and exciting response. From only haif­
a-dozen communities have we had full details, but yet 
we have on record more than 30 different pttsonal 
goals adopted by individual believers-alive as they 
are to the Guardian's words, • All must participate .. .' 
These personal goals include s~ch thing~ as bringing 
one new person to every meetmg; making two new 
contacts every week; delivering a specially written and 
printed pamphlet in the door of every house in a certain 
street and following it up with a personal visit a few 
days latC!' to discuss it; recording passages of Baha'! 
Saipture set to music for use at Gramophone Recitals, 
etc.; handing out 19 pamphlets or 'Principle' Cards 

7 

every 19'days; dr~wing ';Ip and. displaying a new poster 
each week; haVing prlnted I,[l me newspaper, once 
per week, a selection from the Guardian's brief sum­
mary of the Faith which is contained in the diary' 
~akin.& per~nal calls on al,l people on the • contacts : 
lISt; dtsplaymg each week 10 the office the quotation 
from the world's Scriptures containccl in the dil!ry, 
and many more. 

Even those who went to consult with the Assemblies 
found themselves becoming more and more excited 
with the go~s, adopted, a!ld the thrilling fo:ling that 
allover Bnram, the believers were renewing their 
determination to spread the Messagc:, were setting 
the~lves tasks to accomplish no matter how small 
~hey w~re at first, and, above all, were finding an ever­
mcreaslng love, unity and happiness in their com­
munity life. One non-Committce representative wrote, 
• ... We went through your check-lists point by point 
after I had passed them out to each member. The 
Community seemed to me very united, happy and 
healthy, and I am grateful to the Committee for the 
opportunity of consulting them. I feel it did me far 
more good than it did them . _ , ' 

' UNLOOSE YOUR, TONGUES' 

. What is it then,' one might ask, 'that is so stimu­
lating in this campaign?' Many answers might be 
niven, but it seems as though there are a few really 
Important factors. For instance, the setting of personal 
goals of any kind is stimulating, how much more so 
when it is to serve His Cause? 

Secondly, we in Britain have tended to overlook 
somewhat the obligation to teach, forgetting perhaps 
that just as daily prayer, fasting,.attendance at Ig-Day 
Feasts, arc commanded by Baha'u'lI:lh, so also is 
teaching. • This is the day in which to speak. It is 
incumbent upon the people of Baha to strive with the 
utmost patience and forbearance, to guide the peoples 
of the world to the Most Great Horizon.' 

Moreover, that unity in teaching in a community not 
only confirms and deepens the believers thcmselves 
and solves their community problems, but acts as a 
magnet to others. The individual effort may be no 
more than addressing, stamping and posting one 
, Principle' Card per day, but it means that everyone 
is fulfilling in some measure what the Guardian refers 
to as a • vital spiritual obligation.' 

Yet another Important factor is the growing aware­
ness of the requirements of • this present hour,' and of 
the rapidlr approachin~ cataclysm which '. . . will 
cause the hmbs of mankmd to quake ... ' For surely, 
it is the Baha'is the world over who, alone, have in 
their grasp 'the opportunity to mitigate the pain of this 
transitional period. ' . .. but for the dect's sake these 
days shall be shortened . . . ' And will not the peoples 
of the world, after the catastrophe, have the perfect 
right to condemn us for not telling them of the Faith 
whilst there was a chance, if we do not give of our ut­
most now? 

Yes, there can be no possible doubt whatever, as to 
our duty when we again turn to our Scriptures. 

• Unloose your tongues, and proclaim unceasiogly 
His Causc. This shall be better for you than all the 
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trcasures of the pa~t and of the futurc, if yc be of thcm 
that comprchcnd this truth .. This is indeed wh:n 
profiteth you in this world, and in that which is 10 

comc.' 
And ret ag3in, 
'Tc3ch ye the C3Use of God, 0 people of Bah:l, for 

t;od hath prescribcd unto evcry one the duty of pro­
claimi ng H is Message, and reJ,lar(lclh it as the most 
meritorious of al l deeds.' 

CO:-:o;oUIMTlO:-: Cml~lr"·f.f. 

Our first pioneer 10 Africa, Cbire Cung, shaking 
hands with the Chairm:Ul of the Africa Comrn iltec, 
1\lr. H. F. Uackwell, hefore leaving Li\'crpool 

Street Station 10 bo.1Td the b03t for Afrie:1 

E uropea n Teach in g Confere nce 

The Eu ropean Te3ching Conference and Sumlller 
School is being held th is year in .Rolne fr.om August 
31St to September loth. Further lIlfOrmallon 1ll3Y be 
obtained from the Europe3n office of the European 
Teach ing Committee of the United. Sta~es by writing 
to Miss Honor Kcmpton, 37 Qual Wilson, Gene\'a, 
Switzerland. The period of the Confercnce 3nd 
Summer School is l on~er th is ye:lr th3n last :It the 
request of the Guardi311. 

London Bah&': Meeting s 

It h3s been re<luested th3! the times of the regular 
teach ing meetings :It the London Ihha'! Centre be 
:mnounced in . Bah:I'; 10UTII:l1 '. These :lre hdd each 
Thursday evening at 7.30 p.m. :It 103 Ear1~ Coun 
1{o:IlI, London, W".S. 

Changes of Address 

BIrmingham St:CI"t:/aI"y: ~'Ijss E. Eastgatc, 20 Hampton 
]{oaJ, Birchfields, l3 irmingh:l1ll 6. 

Hlilckpoo/ St:CI"C/(II"Y: Mrs. Prudence Lowe. 6 Mans­
field R03d W .. mackpool. 

THE AFRICA PROJECT 
fhRICA 

The fi rst tWO piolleers in Africa arc now well estab­
lished there 3nd ho~ to cdebr3te p3rt at least of 
Ridvan together in Dar e5 S3laam. Both will greatly 
welcome letlers, for they 3re o\'er 2,000 miles from 
the nearest B3ha'; Community, :lud many thOUS3nds 
of miles from their home commun ities. T heir 
addresses arc: Claire Gung, Lushoto School, Lushoto, 
T311ganyikaj J:llal Na khjawani, P.O. Box IOS8, D:lr 
cs Sal.::ram, Tanganyika. We 3re happy to report th3t 
Claire Gung is alre3dy well-liked by the Africans who 
work under her. J:llal Nakh j:lwani has been very 
energetic in making enquiries on behalf of prospective 
pioneers from Brit:l in :md is insert ing ad\'ertise!llents 
in the East African papers for those who wish it. 

The Africa Commitlee is bu ild ing up a stock of 
Ibh:I'; books in this country to present to B3ha'! lend­
ing libraries in Africa as occ3sion warrants, and will 
welcome COlllributions of new or second-hand books 
or of money with which to buy them. 

The Committee is compil ing a directory of addressc.~ 
of Bah:i'ls in Afric:! outside Egypt 311d the Sudan and 
has, so far, :ldd resses in 14 places. 

INTERNATIONAL 

T he America n Nat ional Assembly h:1S :tppointed a 
Committee on Afrie:l Teaching :lnd has ISsued an 
:lppeal to the American believers, which h:ts alre:tdy 
produced response. Work among Africa stullents in 
Americall colle};es is producing tangible results. 

T he Persian l' iolH.:ering Comm ittee is in touch with 
Se\'cr3] f:t milies which intend LO pioneer in Afric3, and 
is helping them overcome the obstacles LO settlement. 
Close \i3ison has been established lx:tween our Com­
mittee and thei rs. 

Co,01>cr3tion with the Egyptian Nation:ll Asscmbly 
i .. being worked om and dnrific:ttion sought from the 
Guardia n of the lines ~lon~ which such co·oper:lt ion 
should dc\·elop. 

We acknowl ccl~c wilh w:ateful thanks finallc b l con­
tributions to the Afric:t project from the AmcriC3n. 
Persi:m and Egyrtian National Assemblies, without 
which progress () thc project would I>c vcry slow. 

Additions to the Community 

Since the bst list was published in ' Baha'I Journal', 
registration cards ha\'e been receive(1 from lhe 
fo llowing: 

Monireh Howeydai (Youth from [ran), London 
Khosro Borh:lrllan (From Iran), London 
Ernesf Gregory, Sheffield 
Florence Oates, Sheffield 
Matthew "'b ll, Norwich 
R:llph Albn. Glasgow 
Ibchcl A\lan, Gl:lsgow 
Ruby Povey, T orquay 
Ida S:tvag-e, Torquay 

We regret the omission from previous lists of 
Serrollah Haghshenas, from Ira n, who is a member of 
the Bi rmingh:lm Commun ity. 
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