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.. Ensure total victory DOW within reacb ...... 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

No. 78 " ' Baha 1 Year 106 MARCH '950 

THE GUARDIAN ENTREATS 
'Assure pioneers heartfelt appreciation, convey congratulations Stockport Newcastle, praying 

.elution difficulties Centre London. Entreat entire Community seize firm ly prize (at their) fiDget
tips, crown (with) everlasting glory mightiest task undertaken British followers Baba'u'Uah: 

The above cable dated February 25th was in 
reply to one sent by the Natio:nal Assembly after 
its last meeting, which read: 

'Eleven p ioneers settled since last meeting, 
one declaration Belfast accepted, Newcastle Stock
port recognised as Assemblies. London tempor
arily without Baba'l Centre, beg prayers finding 
suitable premises, loving devotion.' 

pnd PIONEER ·IN HIS 84th YEAR I ! ! 
Sam Scott, the pnd pioneer in the Plan, and the 

31st to move this year, is now in his 84th year. 1m· 
mediately Mr. Scott received the copy of the cable sent 
by the Guardian to the Teaching Conference, he 
offered himself to the National Teaching Committee. 

Weare now happy to share the news that be is 
moving [0 Norwich as a pioneer, to live with one of 
the believers there. 

He wrote: • So long as I get with a decent family 
I could be quite happy anywhere. I am sure I can 
leave that in your hands ... I am praying daily for the 
success of the Plan. Victory will assuredly attend our 
efforts if we are faithful ... ' 

The move from isolation in a Nursing Home in 
North Yorkshire, to Norwich, by this devoted believer, 
who was born about the time Baha'u'll~ was making 
His public proclamation to the Kings from Adrianople. 
is truly' Pioneer,' for he has surely' taken ur. his bed 
and walked.' Norwich, and indeed the who e British 
Community, is blessed by his effort. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Convention this year will be held at the Bonnington 

Hotel, Southampton Row, London, W .e .I, on Satur· 
day, Sunday, Monday, April 29th to May lSt. 

Please send room bookings to Dorothy Ferraby, 
49 Sandbourne Avenue, London, S.W.19, before 
April 8th. Accommodation cannot be guaranteed to 
anyone applying after that date, as all hotels will be 
fuji of ~ple who have come to London to see the 
Associatlon Football Cup Final. 

ABOUT CONVENTION 
Convention this year is of uni9ue significance in 

the annals of the Baha'is of the Bntish fsles . It will 
mark the end of a terrific struggle against many un· 
ex{'ttted obstacles to complete ilie first planned cam
paign we have undertaken. It will be a time for look· 
109 forward rather than backward. 

Our position has to be strengthened and improved. 
We may pause, perhaps, before we go on again, but it 
is vital that this Convention shouJd De a vigorous and 
conlitructive one, looking forward to &esh tasks, and 
greater victories. 

The field of discussion will be wider than formerly, 
for there will not be the urgent requirements of a pre
determined plan to restrict it. A properly conducted 
and fully prepared Convention should therefore have 
abundant fruitful results. Both these qualities depend 
largdy upon the believers themselves. 

"Both delegates and non-delegates shouJd have suRi. 
ci~t knowle<:ige and understanding of the procedure 
to whol~.heartedly co-operate, and die ddegates showd 
hav~ been thoroughly prepared by consultation with 
their local communities, so that they can collectivdy 
express th~ spirit and ideas of the whole of the British 
Baha'IS. It adds greatly to the interest of those who can 
only sh and list~ if they can be conscious that the 
whole of the thought of the National Community is 
being reviewed. 
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One or more sessions in every local community 
should be held especially to give their delegate or dele
gates an opportunity to become acquainted with every· 
one's views and to find the majority of opinions. The 
delegates should bring up at Convention any subject 
that has been requested by a majority of their home 
community. and present it fairly, but they are ohlised 
to give their own views, and vote entirely accordmg 
to their own opinions. Any matter discussed at a local 
consultation may be brought up whether approved by 
a majority or not. Moreover, at Convention itself any 
non-delegate may request a delegate to put to the Con
vention a question or viewpoint, and the delegate may 
do so, or pass it on to another delegate whom lie thinks 
more suitable to present it. 

If this procedure is followed actively, there will be 
no feeling of frustration among the listeners at the ses
sions. The large nU.mber of delegates who now attend 
Convention makes it less advisable than before to relax 
the regulation which confines speaking to the delegates 
and the out-going and incoming N.S.A.'s. The 
Guardian has said that this rule should not be departed 
from. If this has been done in the past, the cause can 
possibly be found in imperfect prior local consultation. 

Delegates will be sent instructions about procedure 
in more detail, but it is well that all attending Con· 
vention should know sufficient to understand what 
happens. 

An agenda will be drawn up by the National 
Spiritual Assembly 8iving the subjects they propose to 
be discussed, apd thiS will be presented to the delegates 
for acceptance or alteration, as they think. fit. The 
·National Spiritual Assembly will thankfully welcome 
sug$estions from anyone, whether delegate or not, of 
subjects for discussion, so that the agenda can fully 
represent the problems the community is concerned 
With. Suggestions should reach the National Secretary 
not later than April 14th, for the agenda to be com
piled and circulated to the ddegates a week before 
Convention. Bdow are some points of procedure that 
should be studied by all. 

THE FUNC'MONS OF CONVENnON 

Convention has two basic functions. One of these, 
the discussion of current Baha'! affairs, has been the 
subject of the first part of this article. The other is to 
dect the National Spiritual Assembly for the ensuing 
year. It is hardly necessary to say that not only is the 
voting by secret ballot, hut it must be carried on in a 
spirit of prayer amI meditation. and any attempt to 
inAuence a delegate's decision is absolutely against all 
Baba" principle. 

DISCUSSION 

Those allowed to take part in the Convention dis
cussion are: (a) the delegates; (b) the members of the 
outgoing National Spiritual Assembly; (c) the members 
of the new Assembly after it is dected. 

REPOIlTS 

The outgoing N.S.A. will rendu reports of its own 
activities an(i those of the National Committees. As in 

previous years, these will be duplicated and distributed 
to all believers; while supplementary reports to bring 
matters fully up to date will be read at the Convention. 

LIM ITS OF DEL:EGATI$' POWEllS 

Except for electing a member to the National 
Spiritual Assembly if a vacancy should occur during 
the year, the functions of the delegates are strictly con
fined to the duration of the Convention sessions. All 
decisions made by the Convention are recommenda
tions only. The new National Assembly is bound to 
consider these thoroushly, but the Convention can in 
no wise impose its Will on the Assembly, nor in any 
way legislate. In short, the purpose of Convention is to 
discover and present to the new N.S.A. a comprehen
sive view of the mind of the community, and the 
National Spiritual Assembly is bound to give its earnest 
consideration to all recommendations that have the 
approval of a majority of the delegates. 

Therefore, friends, ponder earnestly on the affairs 
of the community, so far as you are acquainted with 
them, and take an active and constructive part in the 
local consultation with your delegate or delegates. 
Then, whether you can attend Convention; whether 
you can speak there or only listen,J.0u will have con
tributed to make the sesSions vir' e and the results 
constructive. 

DIRECTORY 
The National registrar wishes to remind the friends 

that a card index containing the addresses of all 
believers in this country is kept in the National 
secretarr's office. Believers wanting a couple of in
dividua addresses may apply direct to the registrar, 
but if anyone wishes to have a general list, he should 
apply through his Local Spiritual Assembly. Local 
Assemblies are asked in the case of such a request 
to make sure that there is an adequate reason, before 
passing the request on, as to type a long list is a big 
Job and should only be done to meet a real need. 

The registrar also asks the co-operation of Local 
Assemblies and isolated believers in keeping the card 
index up to date. Will secretaries of Local Assemblies 
please notify anr change of address in their com· 
munity. and wi! isolated believers please send their 
new address if they move. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
Premises have been booked for this year at Thwaite 

Hall, Cottingham, near Hull, and the Summer School 
will be held there from July 29th to August 12th. 
Thwaite Hall is a residential hall of Hull University 
College. It is a large building containing many single 
rooms and standing in its own large grounds. Cotting
ham village is on the outskirts of Hull. about mid-way 
between that city and Beverley. 

Prices will be: b, r:1S. 6d. per person per week, 
£2 7s. 6d. for children ur to the age of 12. 

Printed brochures wil be distributed as soon as 
possible. 
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'EVERY HOUR OF THESE DAYS . 
HAS A SPECIAL VIRTUE' 

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTeE 

1'/10[1 hast endofl)cd every flOll/" of thCJe days 
If/illl a special virtue, il/scm/ab/t: to (If! except 
Thee, IV/lOse knotfl/etige embracelh all created 
tllings. Thou hast, also. assigned IIlItO ellery 
solll a portion of this virtue in accordance with 
the Tablet of Thy decree 011(/ Ihe Scripwrcs 
of Thil1t: i/'/'ct/t'Jcf/Mc judgment. Elll"')' I{'al 0/ 
tllcu Books alit! Scriplllrcs Tlloll hasl. morc
over, allotted to each one oj Ilu! peoplcs and 
kindred! 01 ti,e corth. 

Thus Bah:i'u'lI6.h tells us of the: moment of these 
days of fasting (Proyus and Meditalions, p. 143). H ow 
true they arc to us handful of souls in these islands 
d uri ng this p:Hlicular Fast. How sober arc our 
thoughts as the minutes fly rast with seem ingly m· 
creasing rapidity, everyone 0 them lost for ever. 

In the moments of reAection, the thought striking 
many minds is, according to report, ' Will I be able to 
say, when my lime is come, ., yes, I did everything I 
could in those last days" '? 

It is a sober thought, it is a sober piclUre which 
your Teachins Committee has to share with you. 
We can. at thiS stage, just report facts, ofTer ourselves 
to do all we can to support every effort, and unite in 
prayer for confirmation. 

At the time of writing, with 40 days to go, there 
are 34 vacancies in the goal towns and weak Assem
bl ies; on two sectors of the front serious reverses have 
bcen sustai ncd , hence the increased need. In order 
to keep the Comm unity fully alive to nil that haprcns, 
a weekly statement of facts will be sent to al the 
friends . 

Since the last Journal article, there is much to 
report. The following pioneers have mO\'ed: 

January 1950 
i-Iabibi, 1-1 ., Manchester to Stockport 
Iscnthal, V., London to Br i~IHon 
lohnston, V., Li verpool to Newcastle 
Norton, A., Bradford to Sheffield 
Norton. M., Bradford to Sheffield 
Shakib. M., Birmingham to Newcastle 
Young. J., Manchester to Stockport 

l 

Februa/'y 1950 
Coward, U., North:un pton to Sheffield 
Farnswonh, S., Blackburn to Bbckpool 
Grcgory, A. C., Northampton to Li\'erpool 
~hrshall , G., Birmingham to Belfast 
!I.·lil ls, 0 .. St. I\'es to Brighton 
Sinclair, A., London to Edinburh'h 

Marcil 1950 
Keery, B., Nottingham to Belfast 
Sam:lIldan, Dr., Persia to Belbst 

You will sec that, in pursuance of the' Thin Red 
Line' pol icy, this movement, though generally bene
ficial, has severely weakened some of the home 
communities. 

The dednration of John McGinley, and the settle
ment of the pioneers, in Belfast, which has greatly 
helped the work there; the arrival of our dea r brothcr, 
Hassan Sabri, for a five months' stay, which has been 
a real encou ra~ement; the teaching ca mpaigns recently 
conducted in Bradford , Cardiff and Brighton, now 
bei ng pursued vigorously in Belfast, Blackpool, Bl:lck
burn, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Sheffield, and abou t 
to be launched in Li verpool, Newcastle, and Stock
port; the holding of the first Wcek..end School for Con. 
tacts, which is to be on April 1St/2nd, at Manchester 
College, Oxford; the 10,000 postcard s displaying the 
Principles which have been posted in such towns as 
Ca rdiff, SheAle1d, Blackpool, Bbckburn, Ed inburgh. 
Liverpool and Belfast; the posters which have been 
used in Nottingham, Brighton, Cardiff and Shefficld
nil these signs of intense acti vity everywhere. added to 
which should be the large amount of individual effort , 
combine to reach a new high level of Baha' , work. 

Yet is it enough? What more can be done? 
Last-min ute suggestions, offers, help of any kind 

are eagerly sought and will be thoroughly examined 
by your N.T .C., which is now meeting four or five 
days per w(.'ek. 

We beg your prayers that all the work being 
planned, and efforts exerted, may be confirmed with 
success. 

NATIONAL T EACHING COMMlrr'EE 
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EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE 

GUARDIAN TO Dr. LOTFULLAH HAKIM 

dated July 25th, 1949 

• There are no quotations from the Quean to support 
the Master's statement that European thinkers acknow
ledge the influence of Islam in shaping the thought at 
Europe. In the Gleanings, page 95 (third pooting 
January 1943) Baha'u'llih says : "Of old it nas been 
revealed: love of one's countrr, is an dement of the 
F.aith of God I" Here Baha'u Hili is quoting not the 
Qman but an Islamic tradition, and it is this statement 
which the Guardian has used as the basis of his argu
ment in the Promised Day that nationhood Wow out 
of the direct influence of Muhammad's teachlOgs. and 
was one of the great contributions to mankind's evolu
tion of Islam. T~e building up of nations came after 
Muhammad, and was a step forward in the direction 
of a unified world which die teachings of Baha'u 'nab 
has provided for.' 

'As regards to the questions you asked me to put to 
the Guardian about the Aqdas and the House of 
Justice elections: As most of the laws of the Aqdas 
cannot at present be enforced anywhue he has Dot 
deemed it necessary or wise to translate and promul. 
gate them. You can orally translate them for any of 
the believers anxious to know exactly what they are. 
The National Assemblies (or Houses of Justice) will 

NATIONAL FUND 

PUDGES 

The pledge scheme has been a fine success on the 
whole, as the latest figures testify: 

Paid in 
pledges 

in 91 mont/u 
£ ,. d. 

Local Assemblies: 
222 6 0 

Individual : 
499 14 10 

£."., 0 IO 

Balance 
remaining 
£ ,. d. 

153 4 0 

Total 

f ledges 
$. d. 

375 10 0 

682 14 0 

£tos8 4 0 

Position as at mid-February. 

CABLE FROM GUARDIAN TO N.T.C. 
, PRAYING PERVENTLY SUCCESS FORTHCOMING WEEIt-END 

SCHOOL. DEEPLY APPRECIATB UNCEASING EFFORTS. IU!NttW 

THROUG H YOU IMPASSIONED PLEA ENTIRE COMMUNITY EXERT 

FLUTING PATE.FUL DAYS AHEAD CONCERTED STRENUOUS 

UNRI!L/tXING EFFORTS ENSURE NEEDED NUMBER PlomERS 

FILL UWAINING CAPS IN NOBLY CONCEIVED, LABORIOUSLY 

PROSECUTED, HISTORICALLY UNIQUE, SPlllITUALLY WOWEN-

t:Ous PLAN. 

SHOCHI.' 

elect djrecdy the International House of Jwtice, butJ' ust 
what form this election will take must be decide in 
the future when the proper time comes. Neither the 
Master nor the Guardian have made any proDounce
ments about the punishments stipulated in the Aqdas.' 

EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM RUHIYYlH 

KHANUM TO Dr. LOTFULLAH HAKIM 

dated July 22Ild, 1949 
, I quite agree with you that the friends evc;rywhere 

need much more Baha'i love in their relationship with 
each orner. Without this the spirit of the Faith 15 only 
half alive. Your warm and kind heart and your know. 
ledge of the deeper teachings can do much to help: 
them in this respect: The Baha'IS, like the people of 
the world to-day, are too prone to talking too much 
about beautiful ideas and not showing the reality of 
them in their daily contacts. This is one reason why 
they do not convert more people to the Faith.' 

, The work on the Shrine - now beginning to rise 
visibly at tht: cornt:rs - and the spread of die Faith 
which brings many communications from new places, 
and many proble~s too, keeps us all busy as never 
before, especially the Guardian. But to see the course 
going ahead so fast fills our hearts with gratitude and 
the work involved seems a small contribution to make 
to such a Holy Cause.' 

STOP PRESS 

Rezvanid Eghran' has arriv~ from Persia to 
help the Plan. Twenty-four years of age, this is 
her first trip away from Tihran . 

fohn Roharu, Chairman of the Canadian 
N.S.A., is making a flying visit, with the full sanc
tion of his colleagues, to give us two weeks' teach· 
ing help. 

Situations Vacant 

Applications are invited for about twenty posi· 
tions of special service in the Cause of God. The 
posts are open to Baha'fs only, who must be 21 
years of age on or before April 21st, 1950. No 
salary is ofEert:d but successful applicants will earn 
undying fame on the pioneer roll of honour, and 
their names will be advised to tht: Guardian of the 
Baha'f Faith. They may well afft:Cc the destiny of 
their country. Apply to National Teaching Com· 
mittee, Oxfol'Q. 5:2..44. 

EXTRA. N .T.C. has asked N.S.A. advise Guardian arrangements made complete Plan by Rizwan entreat 
prayers confirm. 

- --------;;;;;-,; HOI.,WnL "Ke, "",ao ' nllT. o~o. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022




