
• 
j 

/ / 

BAHA'I JO.URNAL 
Published by 

, , 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'IS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 

I , VI CTOR IA STREET, · LONDON, S.W.I 

No. 55 BAH.A:( YEAR 103 APRIL, 1946 

With the issue, we introduce a new feature of the Journal- in future a section of each 
issue will be used by the National Teaching Committee to report progress, to explain its plans 
and keep us all au fait with the teaching work being done. Now that the Six-Year Plan is at 
last gaining momentum, more towns are being worked and more still soon will be, this section 
will be of thrilling and vital interest. 

NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE 
"A SHINING BEACON. " 

The T eaching Confere nce in Mancheter, Feb
ruary 20d-3rd, came to the British Baha'i Com
munity as a providential opportunity for 
national consultation on the Six Year Plan. A 
challenging responsibility faced us ail, to estab
lish by Convent ion, 1946, the first nine goal 
towns to be developed into Spiritual Assemblies. 
Urging us on was the Guardian's latest call: "I 
appeal to the ent ire community to dedicate itself 
to this sac red and urge nt task. ... " The Plan, 
he had told us, "must not, ... cannot fa il. " Yet 
the months were advancing, and a lready a lmos t 
a third of the golde n time had sli pped away. 
Manchester, a ll who altcmh:u knew, must Illark 
a turning-point and inaugurate the chapter of 
true coll ective action . 

\Vith these needs in view, a discussion agenda 
was planned with the following themes:-
(a) "The State of the F ait h in the British Isles." 

(b) "The Six Year Plan." 
( I ) The Guardia n Call s for Pioneers: How 

Sha ll They Be Obtained? 

(2) 

(3) 

The Goa l Is Ninetecn Assemblies: 
Which Towns Are They to Be? Which 
are the nine goa l towns for Conven
tion, 1946 ? 
The Plan Requ ires "Utmost Effort, 
Vigilance, Perseverance, and Self
Sacri fice." 

What regular teaching act ivity will be 
carried out by Assembles, Groups, a nd 
isolated believers? 
What assistance will the commu ni ties 
and believers need ? 

After opening statements from the Chairman, 
Mrs. Slade, and members of the Teaching Com
mittee, the first session of the Conference was 
devoted to reports from the five Assemblies and 
two Groups, with wide discussion fo llowing eac h 
report. The status of the Faith was clearly 
set fo rth, and the strength of the existing com
munities as reservoirs for the prosecut ion of the 
Plan was evaluatcd. :r.,'lany exccllent teaching 
mcthod5 were 5hared, which are briefly r epo rted 
elsewhere in the "J ourn al." Evcn at this seS
sion the friends were cager to plunge into the 
main consultation, how to achieve the goals of 
the Plan; and the requirement s for goal towns, 
with the possible localities, were reviewed in a 
preliminary way. 

The second session on Saturday evening wag 
conducted by the National Assembly. It was 
opened with prayers ~nd se lections frOIll the 
Wo rds of BahiL'u'lhUl and 'Abdu'I-Baha, chosen 
and r ead with profound sensit ivity to ou r re · 
spo nsibility to teach this mighty Cause. 
Through this devotional period the Conference 
was lifted to a realm of dedication and spiritual 
resolution, which was immcasurably reinforced 
by H asan Balyuzi's inspired message. Theil, for 
perhaps an hour, the friend s consulted together, 
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sharing their vISion of the Plan and their will 
to carry it to victory. At the close, by common 
consent, the hour of the Sunday session was 
advanced, that the' .Conference might speedily 
apply its renewed energy to the requirements 
of the Six Year Plan. 

The session on Sunday morning rt:larked, we 
m2:Y well beli~v~, a ~\Ie~to~e in the Faith in 
the British Isles-a transition in the Plan from 
preliminary considerati.on apd . sporadic effort, 
to true collective action. Working with intense 
concentration and .unity, the Conference gave 
caf~~ul tPc;>ught to each potential goal town, 
selected nine localities for focus between now 
and Convention, and drew up practical plans for 
regular teaching activity in each. The towns 
recommended by the Conference are: (1) 
Northampton; (2) Blackburn; (3) Nottingham; 
(4) St. Ives; (5) Leeds; (6) Blackpool; (7) 
Birmingham; (8) Liverpool ; and (9) Cardiff. 

To qualify as a goal town, the N.S.A. had 
determined, a community must carryon "active 
work ... with sufficient regularity to justify 
reasonable hopes of an Assembly within the 
period of the Six ¥ <;ar .Plan." Thu.s, the Con
ference recommended that outside teachers be 
sent monthly i(1 March, April, and May to the 
four 'Northern ' towns, and to Nottin~ham and 
Biriningham . . Ambitious public teachmg would 
be inaugurated in several of the towns, while 
individual contacts and 'firesides would be 
stressed in all. Specialized teaching pro
grammes already being carried out in North
ampton and St. lves would be reinforced . . 

The need for pioneers was also carefully re
viewed. The . Conference recommended Cardiff 
as the . most suitable goal . town in Wales, and 
the Joseph .Lee family reached a definite deci
sion during .the Conference to pioneer in this 
community. It was unanimously recognized 
that pioneers for Birmingham and Liverpool 
are urgently required, to assure their develop
ment as goal .towns of the Plan, and a call went 
forth from the Conference for volunteers to 

.' arise. The shared experiences of Ursula ' 
Newman and Mrs. Brown, who went out as 
pioneers in 1945, deepened the consciousness of 
all who heard them, that pioneering is a privi
lege and bpunty lying within the grasp of every 
beIie"er. 

While recommending nine towns for imme
diate concentrated effort, the Conference also 
opened' the door to the development of other 
goal communities. A highlight of the sessions 
was the pledge by Miss Una TowJ;lshend to 
pioneer in Dublin this summer, as soon as she 
is demobilized. and the friends consulted with 
her on' the conditions of teaching work in Eire. 

The growth of the Faith in South-West Eng
land was also considered, and Exeter and Bristol 
were recommended ~s key localities in this area. 

On Sunday a:fternoon the Conference turned 
to a consideration of the means whereby the 
Plan might be carried out. The spontaneous and 
self-sacrificing efforts of pioneers and travelling 
teachers were recognized as basic needs. Indi
vidual effort by all believers, whether in ~oal 
towns or other . communities, was emphaSized 
as the key to collective action, and a most fruit
ful discussion of individual teaching followed. 
The development of teaching circuits in the 
North. Midlands, and South was recommended, 
as well as the holding of frequent regional con
ferences. Publicity, literature, and contribu
tions to the Fund were also discussed, and re
commendations for "New World 0rder" were 
passed on to the N.S.A. 

Attendance at the Conference was a signifi
cant confirmation of teaching plans. A total of 
forty-five attended, including four non-Baha'is, 
and of these twenty-seven represented the nine 
goal towns (or nearby ' areas) recommended by 
the Conferenc~! With the exception of Bourne
mouth, which sent a written report, all Assem
blies and Groups were personally represented. 

Many practical considerations. lie ahead. (1) 
The need for the successful establishment of 
pioneers in Cardiff, Birmingham, and Liverpool 
is crucial. (2) The response of teachern to the 
needs of the teaching circuits will be a vital 
factor . (3) The provision of adequate funds 
to sustain activities in nine goal towns will be 
a test of devotion and a measuring-rod of suc
cess. (4) Above all, the call of the Conference 
speeds to each individual heart. All must arise 
in service to Baha'u11ah at this critical hour. AU 
must contribute to the progress of the Six Yea~ 
Plan. However small or inconspicuous our work 
may seem, we must find a way to bring oUf 
share of life and .strength to the common effort. 
For nothing less than our "utmost" can ensure 
the victory. 

That the British Baha'is can succeed in their 
vast collective effort, no one who attended the 
Teaching Conference will doubt. In the words 
of I-Ia.,an Dalyuzi, the Conference .,tands "as a 
shining beacon in the progress of the Faith." 

It remains for us now to fulfil the hopes of our 
beloved Guardian, and, through our united 
dedication to practical efforts, ensure the swift 
development of the goal communities of the 
Six Year Plan. 

-National Teaching Committee·. 
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On receiving the report on the Teaching 
Conference, the Guardian sent us the follow
ing cable:-

Overjoyed recent decisions Teaching Con
ference. Ardently praying speedy realization 
cherished hopes. Urge supreme. united con,.. 
linuous effort. Cabling ODe thousand pounds 
furtherance noble aims Six Year Plan. 

Deepest love Shogbi. 

WHO CAN PIONEER? 

To be a pioneer very few qualifications are re
quired. If this were not true you would not he 
reading the words of a pioneer! To be a good 
pioneer. only the highest qualities suffice. If 
this were not true I am sure many more people 
would venture forth. But as time is short, the 
need urgent and our numbers so small, we must 
not dwell upon our shortcomings but set forth 
and pray and strive to develop these high quali
ties while we pioneer. 

In all sincerity I believe that there are no diffi
culties which will not be removed if we desire 
with ali our heart and soul to go out to teach. 
I learnt this very slowly and reluctantly and 
spent one unhappy year trying to work things 
out my own way, believing I had to solve all 
kinds of difficulties first, before · I could be free. 
The moment I said, "Nothing shall stand in the 
way; I will go where I can be useful," and did 
not make any reservations about ."if I can find 
a good job," etc., T found the way clear. For 
making this slight effort, I have been rewarded 
beyond measure in happiness. 

Not everyone can have the good fortune I 
have had to work with such a sympathetic and 
co-operative fellow Baha'i who has prepared 
the ground for teaching and has such knowledge 
and understanding of the Faith. Nor can every
one have the good fortune to live in such a 
beautiful part of the world, where there .are so 
many interesting people. But I think pioneers 
who ~o to Liverpool to help Arthur Cole and to 
BirmIDgham to help Miss Eastgate have a won
derful experience awaiting them. In fact, I 
feel like Bottom and wish I could play those 
parts too I . 

If you want to pio·neer you can. If we have 
faith we will succeed. There are few barriers 
which are not self-imposed and none which God 
cannot remove. 

-Ursula Newman. 

DEVELOPING THE GOAL TOWNS. 

In all of the communities recommende9 by the 
Teaching Conference a programme of action is 
being carried out, to qualify them by Cbnven
tion, 1946, as goal towns of the Six Year Plan. 

The following will show the status and progress 
of the Faith in these key localities:-

(1) Northampton. 
This is our largest Baha'i Group, number.jng 

seven-adults and one youth. Fortnightly public 
meetings are held in the Friends' Meeting 
House, and weekly firesides and a study class 
for believers are also held. In January the 
Group invited the Quakers to join them in open 
forum discussion on the theme: "Contributions 
to World Unity." With speakers from each 
community, under a Baha'i chairman, a spirited 
meeting of thirty-five resulted. On March 21st 
a public meeting will be held in Carnegie Hall, 
seating 200, with Marion Hofman and Peter 
Wilkinson speaking on; "Can We Hold the 
Peace?" A local doctor will act as chairman, 
and wide publicity through invitations, .fifty 
large posters, and . advertising, is planned. 
Northampton sent six representatives to the 
Teaching Conference, has joined with Notting
ham in its International youth Symposium, and 
has two members planning to ·pioneer in the 
next Baha'i year. 

(2) BIa.kbun>. 
Our second Baha'i Group includ~s four adults 

and one youth. Fortnightly public meetings, 
with attendance up to thirteen, of whom four 
or five are deeply interested, are held at the 
Friends' Meeting House; and fortnightly 
advertising has resulted in a dozen inquiries this 
year. Members of a peace movement, the 
Friendship Society, have been interested in the 
Faith, and a Baha'i talk was recently arranged 
for Mr. Harper. The Group, through Mrs. 
Cooper, has greatly assisted the work in Black
pool and Accrington. On March 17th David 
Hofman will speak at a public meeting-, to be 
publicized through · advertising and a Baha'i ex
hibit. Outside speakers will also be sent in 
April and May. Blackburn sent three Baha'is 
and two close students of the Faith to the Con
ference in Manchester, the latter being deeply 
impressed. 

(3) Ncttinglwn. 
Our pioneer, Mrs. K. V. Brown, assisted by 

. four believers in near-by I1keston and Lough
borough, are co-operating to develop this goal 
town. Fortnightly public meetings were opened 
on February It7h, with a talk by Mrs. Brown. 
On February 24th International Youth Day was 
celebrated with Baha'i and non-Baha'i speakers, 
including Shoa Nikampur of Birmingham Uni
versity, Hassan Sabri of Loughborough College, 
Bill Matthews of the R.A.F., and Esther 
Richardson · as chairman. Ernest Lacey, Baha'i 
youth of I1keston, contributed much in planning 
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this Symposium. On Ma rch 17th Mar ion 
H ofman will speak, and in April Evelyn Baxter 
wiII be scheduled. Nottingham is to have out 
side teac hing hclp each month. Four from this 
a rea attended the Teaching Conference, where 
Mr. Lacey was confirmed as a believer, to the 
joy of all. 

(4) St.lves. 
Ursu la Newman and Bernard Leach arc in

troducing the Faith in St. rves through weekly 
public meeti ngs, weekly advertising, and devo
tional meetings for inquirers on Feast days . 
While contacts have thus fa r been wi th an in
tellectua l circle, every effort is being made to 
reach a ll classes . The renting of a shop is 
planned, and as t he days gro w longer there will 
be talks for the fishermen at the wharves. In 
April Mrs. Slade wi ll visit St. I ves. R ecently 
an inquiry on the Faith was publ ished in the 
newspape r and answered (inaccurately) by a 
clergyman. 

(5) Leed,. 
The five believe rs of Leeds, members of the 

Bradford community, have decided to carryon 
separate teaching work in L eeds. This step, 
which is suppor ted by the Bradford Assembly, 
was made possible by Peter Wilkinson's return 
after demobili zat ion. Three representatives 
attended the Teaching Con ference and have 
since inaugurated their mee tings w ith great en
t lwsiasm . A large shop exhibition will be held 
this spring, and out side teachers ha ve been reo 
quested monthl y. Marion and David Hoiman 
will visit Leeds in March. 

(6) Blackpool. 
Although Mrs. Curwen is the onl y believer in 

Blackpool, she has a ttracted a wide circle of 
interested contacts, recently holding a meeting 
for sixteen. Fortnightly fires ides, to confirm 
these attracted ones, will be held and outside 
speakers will be sent to assist in March, April, 
and May. It is planned to send Marion Hofman, 
J essica Yo ung, and Mrs. Coope r. P rospects in 
Blackpool seem bright indeed! 

(7) Birnungham. 
~A pioneer is needed in Birming ham, which 

offers wide oppor tun ities for the Faith, for the 
t hree beli eve rs in this area arc sore ly limited 
in their ability to carryon the teaching work. 
However, Miss Eastgate has recently resumed 
firesides and, with faith that a pioneer will re
spond to this call , the local friend s are co-oper
ating with the Teaching Committee to inaugur
ate public· meetings. On March 3rd David and· 
Ma rion Hofman will speak at the Co-operative 
Hall in Sutton Cold field, under Miss Eastgate's 
chairmanship, and intens ive efforts a rc be ing 
made to reac h a wide circle of contacts. Detai ls 

will be reported later. Mrs. Brown of Notting
ham wi ll assist with a fireside after this meet
ing, and other outside speakers will be sent in 
April and May. 

(8) Liverpool. 
Liverpool is a lso a community wh ich requires 

a pioneer:, if active teaching is to be successfully 
prosecuted. Arthur Cole, who is studying at 
Liverpool Uni ve rsity, and Margaret Shanks, 
youth believer li ving in Southport (~enty miles 
distant) , are ready to co-operate r,.1. S fu lly as 
possible. Mr. Cole recently addressed the Uni
tarian Church, and contacts are be ing developed 
with the International Friendship League and 
t he Esperanto Society. Several people are 
studying t he Faith, and with intensive fo llow-up, 
progress toward a Spiri tual Assembly seems 
assured. In April David and l\'larion H ofman 
will assist, whi le Jessica Young has been invited 
for May. To be effective, however, a pioneer 
is urgent ly needed in this town, once visi ted hy 
'Abdu'l-Baha. 

(9) Cardiff. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lee have arisen to 

pioneer in thi s importan t town in Wales, one of 
the virgin areas of t he Six Year Plan. At present 
Mr. Lee is in Ca rdiff, seekin g employmen t and a 
home for his family. Active co-operation is be
ing extended by Mrs. Rose Jones, local belie\'er. 
It is felt that the pe rmanent sett lement of t his 
Baha'i fami ly will provide a firm nucleus for the 
future growth 9f the Faith in Card iff, and the 
prayers of a1\ the friends are sought for the 
speedy succe'ss of these plans. 

(10) Exeter. 
The work in Exete r, although not advanced 

sufficiently to qua li fy it as a goal taWil, deserves 
our interest and support. For E. .... eter is aile oi 
the localit ies of South-west England wh ich is 
recommended by the Teaching Conference for 
development. He re for morc than a month t he 
Torquay Assembly has car ri ed Ollt weekly pub
lic meeti ngs, with invitatio ns and advertising, 
and Li li an Stevens and Murie l fo,lIatthews have 
regularly attended, despite seve re wea ther and 
other difficulties. Seven or eig ht new contac ts 
have been reached and fr iend ly relat ions estab
lished wit h the press. The meetings arc now 
held in the Lecture Hall of the Unitarian 
Church. Speakers have included Ursula New
man, Bernard Leach and Marion Hofman in 
addition t o the Torquay fr iend s. Faithfui to 
the Guardian's hope, Torquay is str iving to ex
ted the light of t he F aith in the. South -west, and 
we hope before long that defil11te progress wi ll 
be seen and that Exeter may become a goa l 
town of t.he Plan. 
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Unfortuna tely it has late r turned out t hat the 
Lee fami ly are unable to go to Cardiff, so a 
pioneer is still needed for this town. 

HrGHLlGHTS IN THE TEACHING FIELD. 

The Bournemuuth community has just com
pleted a week's teaching campaign, yield ing 
results unequalled since the days of Dr. 
Esslemont. On February 17th a public meeting 
was he ld at~:\he Theosophica l Hal l, with Richard 
St. Barbe B ker and David Hofman as speake rs, 
and Ma rio Hofman in the chair. The theme 
was : ","Vorld Order Is the Goa l." Over sixty
five attended, with stand ing room only! Two 
follow -up firesides were held, which attracted 
eighteen and fourteen persons respectively, 
with David Hofman leading the di scussio n. The 
spirit of these meet ings and the interest shown 
were exceptionally fine, and seve ral hopeful con
tacts have been made. l\luch hard work went 
into the preparation of this campaign. Two 
hundred invitations were di st ributed, many 
clubs and organizat ions were inv i. ted, three 
posters were placed in population centres of 
Bournemouth and Southbourne, and di splay 
advertisements and news items were carried in 
the dai ly and weekly papers. Weekly fi r eside 
meeti ngs are being continued at the home of 
Elsie Cranmer, and outside speake rs wi ll be sent 
as desired by the Assembly. 

At the request of the Nat ional Spiritual 
Assembly, Marion Hofman has visi ted the 
Bournemoulh and Torquay communities for 
conSllltatiOI1 o n the Six Year Plan. A week was 
spent in Bournemouth, aiding with public teach
ing, and t hree days in Torquay and Exeter . 
Th rough these consultations t he fr iends have 
discovered new ways in which to assist the Plan. 
T wo Bournemouth believers wi ll be able to 
assist with shop exhibits in goal t owns, and 
severa l friends in both Botlmemollth and Tor
quay have contributed va luable con tncts in goa l 
communities. Thought has been given, al so, to 
the further deve lopment of Torquay's extension 
work in Exeter. 

The Qualifications of a Believer. 
At this time, when all of us are, in active su p

port of the. Six Year Plan, trying to spread Ihe 
Faith as Widely as we can and to confi rm new 
believers to people Ou r new communities, it is 
a good thing to have clear in our minds what 
exactly is required of anyone wishing to declare 
himseH a believer. For a soul which is drawing 
near to the Lord of the Age needs gentle but 
Su re guidance - neither too litt le should be 
asked of it nor too much. A look at our own 
membership ca rds will help us, fo r thereon is 
quoted a part of our Articles of Association, 
ollrler which the Faith was incorporated in this 

count ry. If we read th is, we fi nd a very clea r 
statement: "That he or she possesses the quali
fications of Baha'i Faith and practice, required 
under the following standard:-

Full recognition of the station of the Fore
runner (the Bab), t he Aut hor (Bahfl'u'll fl h), 
and 'Abdu'I-Baha, the T rue Exemplar of the 
Baha'i Fa ith. 

Unrese rved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been re vea led by T heir pe n. 

Loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's sacred will. 

Close association with the spirit as weB as the 
form of present day Baha'i adm in istration 
throughout the world. " 

That is lhe standard required. Each intend
ing be liever must tho roughly understa nd the 
stations o f t he three Princ ipal Figures of the 
Faith. If he does this, he wi ll automaticall y 
comply with the next clause and unrese rvedly 
accept and s ubmit to what has been revealed by 
Their pen. Then he is asked to read, or have' 
read to him, 'Abdu' I· Bah{\'s W ill , wh ich he mus t 
a lso accept. \,y hen he has reached this st age, 
there fo llows his declaration. If he is in il town 
where thcre is a local spiritua l assembly, he 
writes a [ettcr to that local assembly; if not, he 
writes to the National Spiritual Asscmbly. 
,"Vhen he has beell accepted as a believer and has 
become a member of the community, he pro
g resses in understanding o f the last clause 
quoted, to close ly associa te "with the spirit as 
we I! as the fo rm o f present day Bah{t'i admini
stration," which is the very heart of ou r Hahoi'i 
organ isations. 

These arc the qua lifications of a believer. It 
is sometimes sa id tha t an int endi ng believer 
should first read th is Or that book. Reading 
about any subject is a g reat help ill learning 
about it and mos t people do learn that way. If 
a n intend ing believer has carefully studied a 
hook stich as "Rah,j'u 'll ah and the New Era," we 
know that he has a good idea in his mi nd of what 
the Teach ings are. But eve ryone does not lea rn 
through books ; some learn far more easily 
through heari ng the spoken word. Moreover, 
people have been known to rcad every Baha'i 
book in publ ication without becomi ng believers, 
so the reading of books is not the standard by 
which to judge. The criterion is th e free accept
ance by the heart of the B{lb, Bah{\'u'IJ Ah and 
'Abdu'I-Baha- this and everything which fol 
lows from it is what Baha'u'll:ih as ks o f each 
human heart in thi s Age. 

Convention, 
To avoid dela y, details of Convention arrange

ments have been sent out by separa te circubr. 
A report wi ll appear in the next isslle o f the 
"Journal." 
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Summer School. 

Separate notices should by now have reached 
everyone announcing the time and place of 
Summer School this year. May we say once 
more than we hope that everyone who by any 
means can, will attend and help to make this 
first post-war Summer School a great success. 

The N.S.A. has appointed a Management 
Committee to organise the School in advance 
and to be responsible whilst it is in progress. 
This consists of Mr. H. M. Balyuzi, Miss D. 
Dewhirst, 1\1r5. D. Ferraby, Miss D. Lovell, and 
Miss V.: Rate. In addition a Programme Com
mittee is already at work, consisting of Mr. H. 
M. BaiY4zi, Mrs. G. Cooper; Mrs. M. Hofman, 
and Mr. W. Wilkins. An Entertainments Com
mittee-Miss N. Cooper, Me R Cou1son, Mr. P. 
Wilkinson, and Miss J. Young-will look after 
amusements, excursions, etc. 

Come and bring all YOUl: friends-the school 
will provide a very pleasant and .a most interest
ing holiday. 

Committees. 
The Publicity and the Public Relations Com

mittees have been disbanded, as the members 
had too much other work and the committees 
could not function properly. - Publicity in con
nection with teaching campaigns is handled by 
the National :reacbing Committee. 

"Verily, I say unto thee,. every soul which 
ariseth today to guide others to the path of 
safety and infuse in them the Spirit of Lifer the 
Holy Spirit will inspire that soul with evidettces, 
proofs and facts and the lights will shine upon 
it from the Kingdom of God." 

'Abdul-BaM. 

New Believers. 
We welcome with much joy to membership 

of the Community, Mr. T. B. Hesketh and Mrs. 
K. Hesketh of Ringwood, Hants, Mr. Clarence 
Lacey of likes ton, Miss Joan Smith of Liver
pool, Mrs. J. Tremblay, Miss A. Rosen and Mrs. 
E. Brown of Manchester. 

News. 
A letter of welcome, together with a pamphlet 

containing extracts from Baha'i Writings on · 
World Order, was sent to every delegate to 
the recent meeting of the United Nations 
General Council in London. Only one replied, 
namely, one of the Ethiopian delegates, who 
sent a warm letter of thanks. 

On January 9th, just at the commencement 
of the Council meetings, a public meeting was 

held in Caxton Hall, London, with several 
speakers on the subject of World Order. .About 
100 people were present and the discussion after
wards was good. A similar meeting is planned 
for April 17th, also at Caxton Hall. 

After both had made speeches in the House 
of Commons in favour of a world government, 
letters and some of the Guardian's ·Writings on 
the subject were sent to Mr. Ernest Bevin, the 
Foreign Secretary, and to Mr. Anthony Eden. 
Mr. Bevin, through Sis private secretary, sent 
a pleasant letter of thanks. . 

Nawruz was celebrated by the various British 
communities. London had a big crowd, though 
not so many as last year. North'ampton held a 
big public meeting at which discussion was 
animated. 

The two pioneers in St. Ives had a good 
gathering, at which 25 were present. Reports 
from others have not been received yet. 

Lt. Fred Mortenson of Chicago, who has been 
in Austria with the U.s. Army., was in London 
for some weeks on his way back to the States. 
Mr. R. Mottahedeh of New York, who visited 
England with Mrs. Mottahedeh last autumn, is 
here again for a stay of a few weeks. 

The World Co.mmu.nity of Babi'u'ILih. 

The following report sent by 'Abdullah 
Isma'i) Anwar from Mecca, Arabia, is quoted 
in the Haifa Newsletter:-

"In Ridvan ·last three members were elected 
for the Baha'i Centre in Hedjaz (Arabia). It 
was decided to name the Bah:l'i library-Bas- · 
tami" Library-in honour of Mulla 'Ali Bastami, 
the first Baha'i martyr in Arabia. There are at 
present five believers in Mecca. It is hoped to 
establish a Baha'i Assembly as soon as possible. 
Meanwhile Baha'i meetings .are held ·far the 
study, of the , Baha'i Faith and for discussing 
Baha'i subjects. . 

"Our relations with the local people have been 
on the best of terms, thanks to Baha'u'lhih's 
confirmation and blessings. We have tried to be 
of service to-everyone and have developed many 
friendships. We have won the respect of the 
authorities and, so far, we have had no opposi
tion from any source. We are very grateful 
for the Abba blessings which have been con
tinually bestowed upon us." 

Seventy people attended a Baha'i Youth 
meeting at Neckargemiinde in Germany on 
March 10th. 
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