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From Miss E. A. Blundell of the Auckland,
N.Z., community :— -

“ .. Now with business seen to, one .can
turn to the pleasure of sending greetings to
you dear faithful ones who have stood the test
of six trying years of war. In the paper
‘Picture Post’” we saw your ‘gathering’ in cele-
bration of the first Baha'i Century—under-
ground.” Now you will be able to ‘come up’
again and continue in the great work of build-
ing a new society—new in heart and mind. We
in New Zealand had very little to contend with
in comparison—shortage of clothes, stockings,
etc., black-out, but no bombs! No sound of
war—only men in uniform—rations in butter,
meat, etc. +‘We had to leave our room in
Symond Street some six months ago and now
we are settled in a new one in a good position
in the main street of the city. It is smaller but
has other benefits. Each day from Tuesday to
- Friday it is open for enquiries, etc., from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. or later if needful. Our Youth
Group has been well and truly scattered—three
" boys called up! They asked for and were given
positions in the Medical Corps. Two have been
overseas in the Islands—soon we look for them
to be assembled again.”

. The Baha’i Life.

A Bahé'i is a Baha'i because he believes that
Bahd’'u’lldh is the “Word of God.” No other
reason can stand a moment’s scrutiny. Baha’u-
”llah Himself has in no uncertain terms pro-
claimed that no one’s faith can be dependent
upon the faith of any other person. Nobody
therefore can declare his or her belief in Baha-
‘u’'llah because he or she likes this or the other
Baha’i, and the converse of this is just as true.
That is, no one can logically cease to believe
in the Faith because this or the other Baha'i is
a difficult person. . All this is sheer common
sense. k :

It is true that the greatest teacher is deeds
and not words. See what the Guardian wrote
way back in the early twenties:—

“Not by the force of numbers, not by the
mere exposition of a set of new and noble
principles, not by an organised campaign of
teaching—no matter how world-wide and elab-
orate in its character—not even by the staunch-
ness of our faith or the exaltation of our en-
thusiasm, can we ultimately hope to vindicate
in the eyes of a critical and sceptical age the
supreme claim of the Abhd Revelation. One
thing and only one thing will unfailingly and
alone secure the undoubted triumph of this
sacred Cause, namely, the extent to which our
own inner life and private character mirror

forth in their manifold aspects the splendour
of those eternal principles proclaimed by
Baha'u’llah.”

However, the acceptance of the Cause does
not necessarily transform the believer all at
once into a saint. Moreover, all the Baha'is
cannot reach absolutely the same level of
spiritual development. People will be in dif-
ferent stages of the journey towards their
Creator. Bahad’v’llah says: “The whole duty of
man in this Day is to attain that share of the
flood of grace which God poureth forth for him.
Let none, therefore, consider the largeness or
smallness of the receptacle. The portion of
some might lie in the palm of a man’s hand,
the portion of others might fill a.cup, and of
others even a gallon measure.” Within the pale
of the Cause there will be men and women of
different temperaments and capacities.

The Cause does not guarantee that there will
be no conflict of temperaments. Had it given
such a promise, it would have falsified a good
many of its teachings. But the Cause does give
this promise and this guarantee, that every
human problem, every clash and conflict of
opinion and temperament and capacity can be
solved within its pale. Its history has borne
out this claim. : '

Let us always remember these words of
Bahd'v’llah: “O Children of Men! Know ye
not why we created you all from the same
dust? That no one should exalt himself over
the other.” And also these: “Breathe not the
sins of others so long as thou art thyself a
sinner.” .

'

Baha’i Marriages.

The N.S.A. has taken the following decision
with regard to the administrative procedure for
Bahé'i marriages:—

“It was resolved that in a community with a
local assembly, a member of the local assembly
should be present for the purpose of certifying
the marriage; in the case of a pioneer, a mem-
ber of the N.S.A. or a deputy properly
appointed in advance by the N.S.A., should be
present for the purpose of certification. Be-
lievers are free to ask for the appointment of
any particular person if they wish. Further,
that the register, local or national as relevant,
shall be signed by the contracting parties and
the certifying member or deputy. The chair-
man and secretary of the national or local
assembly, as the case may be, should counter-
sign the marriage certificates afterwards.”
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