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MAllRIAGE OF THE GUARDIAN 

On Mar ch 29th the following cablegr am was r eceived 
f r om Haifa . 

"National c/o Asgarzadeh. 
Announce Assemblies cele-

brat10n mar r iage bel oved Gua rdian . Imper i9hable honour 

bestowed upon handmaid of :t.aha ' u ' liah Huhi,Y"ih Khanum, 

il i 9 'd ]{ar.Y Maxwell . 

L. i a i ,Yi h, 
Mother of Guar d i an tt . 

To this g rea t and joyful news the l~ational 3pi r itual 
AS'3embly sen t the following r eply: -

"Br it i sh balla I is prayer fully 
g ratefully rejo i ce happy news ". 

The Spi r itual AS9emb lies of London and Manchester 
and t he bournemou t h Group also sent mes9age9. The Gua rdian r eplied 
by cable to ev eryone of t hem . 

Mis s M$ir,y M.t:lxwell is t he daughter of Mr oc Mr s , SU,th€lrl"lnd 
Maxwe l l, of Mont r eal . Mrs Maxw e ll was one of the f i rst Baha ' is i n 
Am erica and was h onour ed by 'Abdu ' l Baha I ':l sta y i ng i n her ho use . 
Mr. Maxwel l has b een chainnan of the d.pi r itual AS'3emb l y of Montr eal. 

We join hand. with the whole Ba){a ' i world i n r ejo i c ing 
over this news , s ur e i~ the knowledge t hat the mighty 'power of 
Baha ' y'llah will guide and sys t .. in our b61 0vw Guardian and his 
wi f e and enr ich them wi t h happiness and victor y. 
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LErTl!RS }ltOM THE GUAHDIAN 
---- --- The following extrac ts are published with 

Shoghi Effendi'. permi.sion. 
To Mra Bhhop, November 21st 1936. 

"With referenc e to 
the absolute paclflst'6, or conscientious objectors to war; their 

attitude, . judged from the Baha'i standpoint, is quite anti­
PACIFISM aocial and due to its exaltat~n of the individual conscience 

leads inevitably to disorder and chaos in society. EKtr~m~ 
pacifists are thus very close to the anarch19ts, in the sense that 

both these groups °10..1' an undue emphasis on the right'3 and merit'S of th(' 
individual . The Baliar'l conceptlon of 90clal life 19 essentil!lly based 
on the principl~ of the subordination of the individual will to that of 
society. It neither suppressea the individua.l nor does it exa.lt him to 
the point of making him an anti-social creature, a menace to society. -
Aa in everything it follows the 'gOlden mean '. The only way that 
.ociety can function is for the minority to follow the will of the 
majority" • 

. liThe o·ther main objection to the conscientiow,s objectors is 
that their method of establishing peace 10 too negative. Non coopera­
tion is too passive a ph11oaophy to became an effectibe way for ao c 1al 
reconstruction. Their refUsal to bear ar.ma can never eetab11~n peac e. 
There " should be first a ~piritual revitalization which nothing, except 
the Cause of God, can effectively bring to every man 1 'S heart" . 

To Mia. Baxter, "ebruary 3rd 1937. 
liDo not feel discouraged if your 

labour. do not alway. yield an abundant fruitage. "or a quick and 
rapidly-won .uccea. 10 not always the best and the most lasting . The 
harder you 'Strive to attain your goal, the greater will be the con­
firma tiona of llalla'u'ltah, and the more certain you can feel to attain 
success. Be cheerful, therefore, and exert your'S elf with full faith 
and confidence. For Baha'u'llah ha~ promised H~~ Divine assistance to 
everyone who arises with a pure and detached heart to spread Hi. holy 
Word, even though he may be bereft of every hunan knowledge .. nd 
capacity, and notwithstanding the forces of d .. rkness and of opposition 
which may be arrayed again.t him. , The &oal i. clear, the path safe and 
certain, and the sasurances of Baha'u'llah ae to the eventua~ success 
of our effort. quite emphatiC. Let us keep firm, and whole-~eartedly 
carryon the great work which He has entrusted into our hands". 

• • ••• 

"Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God 10 
endowed with .uoh potency as can in.till new life into every human 
frame, if ye be of them that comprehend thh trutJ'l". j 

Bana' u 'Uah 
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CONVENTION 
The Annual Convention will be held on Sunday, May 2nd, at 

'oj Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.l. Spiritual Assemblie. nave been 
instructed to elect tneir delegates and to send , tne advice to tne 
National Spiritual Assembly, so tnat delegate. mali be properly 
accredited. Tne allocation of delegates is as follow.:-

London 14 Mancnest er 5 Total 19 

The programme of the Convention ha~ been arranged as follows 

lu.3U a.m. 

12.uO noon 
12.30 p.m •. 
2.lJU 

Open Convention • . election of convention officers. 
Annual reports; consultation. 
Election of National Spiritual As.embly 
Luncneon ••• tellers to count tne ballot. 
Eeaeeemble .• announce result of ~oll: consultation. 
Feast of hi,wan (detail. later) 4.UU 

Every believer 16 cordially invited, and indeed urged, to 
attend if possible. Altnougn only tne delegate. mali vote, tne con­
sultative pa~t of the Convention 16 of great tRportance, and all de­
clared. believers may be admitted to this at the diecretion of the 
National Assemblli. A full repor~ of tne proceedings will be publh"ed 
among tne friends togetner witn a copy of tne Annual Heport. Friends 
coming to London for the Convention and desiring to etay overnight, are 
requested to communicate witn Mrs K.V. Brown, Secretarli of tne London 
Hospital1ty Committee, at tne BalJ.'i Centre, to make arrangements for 
accommodation. 

ANNUAL EL]X)'I'IONS 
Tne election of Spiritual Assemblies will take plaoe in 

London and Manchester on April 21st. Arrangements are in the hands of 
local Spiritual Assanblies tnem.elves/wno snould be guided by tne book 
of Adm inistration. Tne National Spiritual A •• emblY,wisnes to call 
attention to tne fact tnat tnis i. a univer.al Ba~a'1 occasion; in 
approximately e1ij:nt nundred communities, scattered tnrougnout tne five 
continents. Bana'l Spiritual Assemblie. will be elected on tnat date. 
Tney are bodies animated by tne same Faitn, dedicated to tne same end, 
and trustees of communities wnicn in tne aggregate make up tne Baha'i 
World Order. No greater da:nonstration of the oneness of humanity can 
be found 'than this occaaion when people of every kind unite ...... 
spiritually, socially Qnd politically ••• in action. 

of God in 
mystery. 
words the 
tne words 
propagate 
Living. 

.. . . .. . .. . .. .. 

"0 My Beloved Friends. You are tne bearers of tne name 
tnis day. You nave been cnosen as the repositories of Hie 
It benooves eacn one of lioU to manifest by your deed. and 
eigns of Hi. rignteousne •• , Hi. 1'0wer and glory ...... . 1'0nder 
of Jesus addressed to Hio diooiples a. ne sent ·tnem fortn to 
tne Oause of God". Words of Tne :E~b to tne Letters of tne 

._._-----
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/ LIhhAhY CuMhlITTEE 
The l'ation .. l dpiritual As.enbly has .. ppointed the 

following Committee to be in charge of placing Dahk'1 Dooks and 
literature in libr .. ries. Mrs. Langdon-D~vie., Mi.s Kilford, Mr. dug~r, 
Mr. Hofman. The COmmittee reports that so far copies of "The -"romise 
of All Ages", and Bllha'u'lt .. h .. nd the New Er", have been plll.ced in th~ 
public libr .. ries of ~lackpool, Liverpoo~ .. nd Newc~9tle. In Liverpool 
the new roi ticn of IITalka of tAbdu' I-Bc:tlia. hl3.'3 algo been '3.0 cept ei. 
l8.dy Blomfield has kindly supplied the COIlll!littee with copies of the 
latter, and the National Spiritual Aa'3embly h'ia provided the others. 

Mrs. Ie.ngdon-Davies has been made aecretar,Y of this ~ 
Cozmn1ttee, and the friends are requested to adv1ge her about any BaHa'i 
book. which they know to be in public libraries, other than those 
mentioned above. Addre-3'3:- Mrs Langdon-Dav1E''3, 6 HuxhaJn'g (;ro'HI, 
Dart1ngton, Totnea, Devon. 

THE GREAT:EBT NAME 
The following 19 an extract from a letter of the 

Guardia .. to the Hational Spir,itual A •• anb;Ly of the 1>a""'l.'. of Australia 
lie New Zealand, printed in their quarterly publication of January 1937:-

"Concerning the 
Greatest :t..ame; this term refers both to "Allah'o'Abl4.", and to "Ya 
bahB.'ul'Ab14. lI • The fir':1t i':1 a form of Bah8.,li greeting and should be 
uaed, while t.he other i':1 an invocation meaning nO Thou Glory of 
Glories ll • Theae t.wo word':1 are both referred t.o a~ t.he Gre.ateet Name". 

VISIT QF MR. SCHU~FLOCHEk 
Mr. Siegfried dchopflocher wa':1 in London for 

a few days during March and addressed geveral meetings. lie brought 
notes and reminiscences fran Haifa which were of tremendous benefit to 
the believers. The main theme of his me'iJgage fram the Guardian was 
that humanity has now come of age. We must stre.s this and stre •• the 
appearance of Bah1'u'llah. In the.e two factors i. to be found the 
answer to th€ pre'3ent day 'riddle of eXi'3tence'. 

• • • • • • . 
IIFot everyone of you his paramount duty is to 

choose for himself that on which no other may infringe and none usurp 
from him. Such a thing---and to this the Almighty is My witness--is 
the love of God, could ye but perceive it. 

Build ye for yourselvea '3uch houses a9 the rain and 
floods can beyer de-atro,)", which -ahall protect you from the changes and 
chances of this life. Thi. is the inatruction of ' Him Whom the world 
hath wronged and foraaken ll

• t 
Barls 'u' Us h. 
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COl&Al<"Y 
The appeal which the l'atlonal opiritual A .. e:nbl,· 

-aent out on March 21st hag met with a good respon'3e, fot' which the 
National Assembly 10 ieeply grateful, but only aome of the friends 
have contributed. In cloge association with trte spirit of the 
(,uardl.an's hUtt, the lilltional Spiritual A.senbly 10 giving this 
undert .. kin .. its 'full moral and financial support' .. nd is full,' con­
fident of schieving tho'dE: great re"3ult'3 which the Guard.ian 'g le~·t ·er 
impli.es, provided t ,hatt every believer in the british rsle. gives !iU 
'full moral and financial support '. The .L~atlonal Assembly feels as­
sured o~ the confidence of the believers, but this must be translated 
into active support, which means contributions to the Fund. The 
friend'S are urged to read and re-read and ponder carefully the lette.r 
which the Guardian wrote at the time he sent his gift of £50. 

The lJubliahlng l!'und. hag now reached. oi153 and 1 t 
is po.sible to reg10ter the C'anpany legally. The rlational Assembly i. 
ready to take this .tep and will do so as soon ... it 10 sat10fied that 
the Articles of hegistration are the most desirable obto.1nable, in the 
interEsts of the Faith. A letter to the b~Ha'is thrcughout the worli 
~gking their cooperation, has been Jipproved and is now bei~ printed, 
o.nd will shortly be circulated through the proper "dmin1.tr"tive 
channels. 

The importance which Shoghi Effendi .. tt~ch.s to 
this plan, and the far-reaching successes which he hopes for from its 
9ucces9ful prosecution, should be congtantly bar-nu in mind. Let us 
never forget that he MS likened it to the building of the Trmple in 
America. This is our Temple. We are called upon to make the same 
9u9tained and strenuous sacr1flce9 as gut" American brothers have done~ 
More than a single spontaneous effort is required. It 1s absolutely 
necessary for a constant flow Qf contribution9 to be maintained, until 
such time as the Compa.ny 1s fully e9tab11sned 6nd self supporting, 1'\nd 
then the ~ational Fund will require the game devoted support. In othEr 
words, the :h'alth now demands the utmost sacrifice, effort, devotion 'lnd 
energy which it is possible for the believers to give. Remember "thi. 
au-apiciou-a -ata.ge 1n the evolution of the l!'aith in your country". .rle­
member too the message already quoted in this number of the Journal:­
liThe goal i-a clear, the path '3'ife a.nd certain, and the aggurance-a of 
}jahb.'utll~n as to the eventual -aucce-as of our e:(forts qUite emphatic. 11 

The opportunity i. oura. 
'l'EACHbG 

• , 

The intensive campaign which has been carried on in Devon-ahlre 
by Io!r " Mrs Bishop and Mr. Tobey, has resulted in the formation of a 
nucleus of believers who will work for the e-atabli-ahment of a 
Spiritual A •• enbly in that district. There are three confirmed 
bana'!. in Torquay and two in Dartington, one of the latter being 
Mr. Tobey who is returning for another year. The prayer. of all tne 
friend. are aaked for blessings and confirmations on the efforts made 
in this new outpost of the Faith. It i. reported that the believer. 
there have arranged a programme of study olas. es for themselves, with 
the object of deepening their understanding of the Teachings and 
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preparing themselves for active public work . 

, ' 
llaha'i Journal 6. 

!DI<llON 
Three new believers have recently been enrolled in London.. A 

very succeasful meeting was held in Hornsea Town Hall, arr':lnged by the 
Crouch End Study Group, at which lhid"",e Orlov .. spoke. A go01 de'll of 
literature was sold afterwards. Another meeting will be he11 there in 
the ne .. r future. Tne London Spiritu .. l A .. embly has .. rranged for four 
public lectures in Caxton Hall, during the month of May. The speakers 
wi~l be lhidame Orlova, Mr. Bishop, and Mr. Balyuzi. 

MAi<;HESTER 
The Manchester Spiritual As.embly hag rented a hall in the 

centre of the city to be used as the Bahl..'i CEntre and reading room. 
It will be open four afternoona a week for enqUirers.. The first 
meeting wag held on April 9th when the ,'east of Jalal wag celebrated 
and the friend. rejoiced over the new. of the Guardian'. marriage. It 
i. felt that this is an important .te~forward in the F .. ith in Man­
chester. The new address 19:- BaHa'i Centre, Commerce House, 39 High 
Stree~, Manchester 4 . , . 
bAHA'l Tl!EA.T#E GROtf.<' ,I 

A Baha'1 theatre group h13.-a been fOl"med in London 
under the direction of Madame Urlova. The members arc drawn mostly 
from the Youth group ..nd their friends. lt i. proving .. n effective 
way of intere.ting young people in the "aith. At the celebration of 
Nauru~, scenes from 'As You Like It' were presented and plans 'l.re now 
being made for .. pageant of the 'Seven Valley. of baha,U' llah '. 

50LICITATIUN OF FUNDS 
The attention of the l'i'ltional A .... embly has been 

cslled to the incident of a believer writing to Ba~'i Cammunitie~ 
and individuals in another country, to 8.-ek for fund-e for Eal18.'i 
activHie •• , )3uch a proceeding is completely contrary eo the spirit and 
form of Baha'i Admini.tration and .hould never occur. All matter. 
affecting the welfare of the Faith must be d ... U with through the 
properly authorised channelo, either a local 3piritu .. l A •• embly or, 
where another country 19 involved. the National dpl:ritual A.sembly. 

• • • • • • • , , 
"He is a true Ba1ia,i who .trive. by day and night to 

progre-e-e and advance along the path of human endeavour, who~e 
cherished deg1re is 90 to live and act aa to enr1ch and illumine the 
world; whose source of ingpiration ia the Egsence of Divin~ perfection: 
who~e aim in life is to conduct himself eO as to be the CQUSe of 
infinite progre... Unly when he ~ttains untQ such perfect gifts c~n ' 
it be ... id of him that he is a Baha"i". 

'Abdu'l.B .. rla . 


