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January 15, 1985 Sl S il . , ” i o ¥ g -
Mr. Alvin A. Lee d‘r”b}:’u‘)wwt /)L/II/W//)/L ’ P //

President and Vice-Chancellor

McMaster University w 7 / I
Hamilton, Ontario
' /./h-l/‘ 0?')

Dear Mr. Lee,

Thank you for your letter of December 4 concerning the treatment of the Baha'i community in Iran, a
situation which I am well aware of and following closely.

I can assure you that the government is deeply concerned about human rights violations in Iran as these
affect the Iranian people collectively, specific groups such as the Baha'is, or individual cases that are
brought to our attention. Available information indicates that the problem persists, despite official
Iranian silence or disclaimers.

Since the House of Commons clearly expressed its grave apprehensions in unanimous motions passed in
June 1980 and July 1981, Canadian representatives in United Nations fora have repeatedly expressed Canadian
views about the human rights situation in Iran. On March 6, 1984 Canada mentioned the plight of the Baha'is
in an address to the UN Commission on Human Rights and on March 14 we co-sponsored a resolution, as we had
done in 1982 and 1983, calling for Iranian compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights of which it is a signatory. On November 26, 1984, as we had also done in the previous session in 1983,
Canada specifically raised the issue of persecution of the Baha'is in our statement to the UN General
Assembly Third Committee. In addition, Canada's concerns about Iranian actions are expressed regularly
to the Iranian Charge d'Affaries in Ottawa. This we shall continue to do.

The government must, of course, take care to ensure that its efforts to end.or mitigate human rights
violations in Iran, as in other countries with lamentable records in these matters, do not in fact harm the
very people we are trying to assist. Consequently Canada, like other countries deeply concerned about such
violations, has found that it is more effective to take collective actions with other likeminded states in
fora such as the United Nations. It has been our experience that governments with sorry records are much
more likely to take heed of the collective weight of world opinion than of isolated protests.

Please rest assured that until there is a marked improvement, Canada will continue to follow the human
rights situation in Iran very closely and to intervene directly in various international fora when we
believe this will be useful.

Yours sincerely, MINISTER JOE CLARK

cc The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney
Mr. Peter Peterson, M.P.
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