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TRIBUTE

A translation from Persian in to English of a striking poem written by a

Muslim woman who was a cell-mate of one of the recent Baha;i women martyrs.
For the author's Protection we do not reveal her name.

Do you remember that you said and i said
'How tight is our cage! How difficult

to breathe in this close and terrible place!,
You wanted to sacrifice yourself.

I wanted to be treed from prison,

but you wanted to sacrifice yourself.

you looked at the door of the cell

in such a strange way; as though

someone called you from heaven.

I saw in your gaze the look of a

fulfilled and proud lover.

I saw the desire for flight in your eyes,
as though youyere going Dback to the nest.
At that moment you murmured in to my ears,
'Life is vanity; why should we stay

till we rot? we both said the same thing ;
that life is meaningless, that at the end
we have to go in any case. But behold
how beautifully you <pread your wing,
broke your cage. Your umbrella was of flowers.
Now even the Senen Heavens are not vast enough
under your feet.

How well you knew that to take wing

is the best way to go home.

You had a power equal to the whole world

your heart was like an ocean.

It is my humiliation to see that you are up there
and I am still here.

I am in this swamp of the earth

and you are with your Beloved.

I am still in wonderment

and you have arrived at your destiny.

Do you remember that ycu said and i said

, How tight is our cage : How difficult

to breathe in this close and terrible place;

Are you aware that I cannot erase your

memory from my heart throughout eternity?

You are a proud eagle. My heart is a captive bird.

Even if it were not imprisoned,
it is a captive in the world.
you are not here

but have taken to your wings.

I stay, and I rot, and I die.
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