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International Pressure on Iran to Halt Baha'i Persecution

International protest against the persecution of the Baha'i community in Iran
has now moved into the General Assembly of the United Nations. Prior to this, the
Baha'i International Community pursued a careful series of appeals through various
stages of the United Nations system. This resulted in a Resolution by the U.N. Hu-
man Rights Commission, in March 1982, calling on the Secretary General to investigate
and report to the next session.

In the meantime, the subject was brought directly to the attention of the Gene-
ral Assembly itself. The Norwegian Foreign Minister gave notice on September 28,1982
that his delegation intends to take up "the situation in Iran, where the violation of
Human Rights are becoming increasingly severe through religious persecution, torture
and arbitrary execution." This was followed by repeated charges against Iran from
the delegations of various nations in the Third Committee. The "Third Committee" is
an arrangement whereby; the entire body of the General Assembly focusses directly on
the subject of human rights. Nations whose delegations have so far spoken on the
Baha'i question are Australia, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Figi, Ireland, Italy, Ne-
therlands, New zealand, Norway, United Kingdom, and the United States. The following
are some excerpts from the debate:

Iran and International Law

The Netherlands (November 18): The Netherlands delegation stated that the res-

ponses of the Iranian Government show "a contempt for the members of this committee"”
and suggest that Iran "in fact does not recognize the primacy of international law
anymore"”. Since the committee has not been able to deal with Iran's violations, the
Dutch delegation called on the General Assembly "to call those responsible for such
violations to account".

The Seriousness of the Issue

Denmark and the Netherlands (November 24): "The most cruel and inhuman form of

religious intolerance which we are witnessing today (is) the plight of the Baha'is in
Iran."
The Evidence

The United States (November 23): "The treatment today of the Baha'is in Iran

embodies in a particularly brutal way the classic form of religious intolerance..."

Iran (November 23): The Iranian representative began by saying "I take refuge
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in Allah from Satan the Accursed" and then went on to tell a Persian folk tale about
a sheep and a wolf. He continued "I would like to reiterate that the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran has not persecuted any person for his or her religious

affiliation". He then made reference to a new booklet entitled Human Rights in the

Islamic Republic of Iran (a third of which is devoted to the subject of the Iranian

Baha'is), and concluded: "There are several examples in the booklet which prove that
belonging to the Baha'i sect does not constitute an offense under the laws of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, to require any punishment."

United States (November 23): "I think it is very fitting that the delegate of
Iran chose to tell us a fairy tale ... (but) the facts of the persecution of the
Baha'i religion are so numerous, so well recognized in the international community,
so often referred to.in this Committee and in the meetings of the Commission on Human
Rights, as to be beyond serious contradiction through the use of fairy tales or in
any other way."

Iran's Defense

Iran (September 30, November 23): "We consider these vain attampts to discredit
the Islamic legal system and to impose a western secular legal code on our Muslim
people as a violation of our people's right to choose their religion as well as their
legal and political system."” "The legal system of Islam has its own procedures,codes
and due processes. If our nation is free under the United Nations Covenant to choose
its religion ... then I wonder why we have to be discussing these empty charges ins-
tead of devoting our time and energy to the real promotion of human rights by finding
means to stop imperialistic exploitation of Third world masses?"

Canada (December 6): The Canadian Government expressed its concern over the
"continuing discriminatory treatment by the government in Iran of the members of the
Baha'i Faith" and the practice of "arbitrary executions" in that country. They added:
"Comments by other delegations on this subject have been vilified by Iran either as
an interference In the internal affairs of that country or as a challenge and autho-
rity and religious principles of the government. This is a complete misrepresenta-
tion. Our concern is not with the philosophical basis of any government. Our con-
cern is with the obvious disregard shown by this government (i.e. Iran) for interna-
tionally accepted human rights obligations, obligations to which a country like Iran

is bound by its ratification of the United Nations Covenant."
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Iranian Baha'i Immigration Program

Through the blessing of Baha'u'llah, Canada has become the chief haven for Iran-
jan Baha'is who were stranded in various countries by the persecution in Iran. A
formal agreement was signed between the National Spiritual Assembly and the Depart-
ment of Immigration, this has made possible the entry to Canada of over 1,000 belie-
vers who were either pioneers in various countries or who have escaped directly from
Iran.

The terms of the agreement permit the National Assembly to sponsor any Iranian
Baha'i whom the National Assembly itself considers to be a "refugee", and who cannot
secure refugee status in the country where they are presently residing. This is
particularly the case with Iranian Baha'i pioneers in countries in the Far East such
as India, the Philippines, Pakistan, etc., but also includes a great many others who
are stranded in various parts of the world. The National Assembly's obligation under
the agreement is to assist in the settlement of the new immigrants in this country,
and to guarantee that they will not need support from public funds during their first
year in Canada.

A great advantage of the agreement is that the Baha'is in question arrive in
Canada as immigrants. That is to say, once they have concluded three years of resi-
dency here, they become eligible for full Canadian citizenship, and can secure Cana-
dian passports. They are "refugees" only in the sense that they are given priority
under the immigration law, because of the persecution they are suffering.

So far approximately 250 of these friends have arrived in Canada, and have been
settled in over 90 cities and towns, many of them pioneer goals. Nearly 600 more have
been sponsored and are currently in process. It takes an average of six months for
the Canadian embassies overseas to process the paper work on these cases, in compari-
son with approximately one year to one and a half years for most immigration applica-
tions.

Now there is further good news. The Minister of Immigration announced last month
that the Canadian government itself is prepared to sponsor a certain number of Iranian
Baha'is who meet the conditions already referred to. We anticipate that this number
will be as high as 400. The advantage of this new arrangement is that the government
will provide all of the financial support during the initial year in Canada, thus re-

lieving the Persian Assistance Fund.
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Most immigration quotas have been sharply cut this year but the Minister indica-
ted in his statement to Parliament that the quota in the case of the Middle East has
been doubled, in order to assist Iranian Baha'is and Lebanese Christians.

The new Baha,i immigrants will be settling in every part of Canada. Some have
already arrived in such distant areas as the Yukon, northern British Columbia, New-
foundland and Prince Edward Island. In each case, the new arrivals are assigned to
the care of a Local Spiritual Assembly or Baha'i Group who help them get settled,
look for jobs, secure medical coverage, and get to know a group of Baha'i friends.

Despite the very bad economic situation at the present time, a surprisingly
large number of the immigrants (at least 65%) have already found some form of employ-
ment, full time, part time or temporary.

The National Assembly feels that this new wave of immigration is a great bounty
for Canada. The new arrivals are people of courage, devotion and experience, most of
whom have already made valuable contributions to the work of the Faith either in Iran
or in the pioneer field. Many of them have had experience with the teaching of na-
tive peoples in the Far East and are now settling in areas where they will have con-
tact with native peoples here in Canada. Since so large a percentage of them have
been pioneers, they will be able to render great service to the Faith once they have
secured Canadian passports, and are free to go where they wish. From all over the
country the National Assembly is receiving letters of gratitude from Local Spiritual
Assemblies who are getting to know and love these new "Canadians" whom 'Abdu'l-Baha

has sent to us.
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