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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE

BAHA'lI WORLD CENTRE

26 January 1982

The Baha’is of the World

Dearly-loved Friends,

With indignation and anguish the Baha’is of the world, over the past three years, have
received continuously tragic news of the sufferings and martyrdoms of their brethren in Iran,
where a reign of relentless terror is now encompassing that long-abused and downtrodden com-
munity. The inhuman cruelties heaped on the followers of the Most Great Name—worthy
descendants of their forebears, the Dawn-Breakers—in that land where the heroes and martyrs of
the Faith have shed such lustre on their generations, are increasing daily. We have seen how the
House of the Bab in Shiraz and Baha’u’llah’s ancestral home in Takur have been demolished, all
Baha’i endowments, including our Holy Places, have been seized, and the main financial assets
of the community sequestered. We have seen with what callousness Baha’i children have been
refused admission to schools, Bahid’i employees dismissed from government positions, and the
essential human rights of the sorely-tried Baha’is violated, their means of livelihood undermined
or destroyed, their homes plundered, their properties confiscated, their very lives snuffed out.

Contemplating the history of the persecution of the Bahd’is of Iran, we note an alarming
acceleration in the degree of blatancy with which the traditional enemies of the Faith pursue
their single purpose of extirpating the Faith in the land of its birth. In the past, with the excep-
tion of a few specific instances, the persecution of the members of the Bahd’i community by those
traditionally inimical to the Faith, was random and sporadic, resulting from the incitement of
easily aroused mobs to attack the lives and properties of the Baha’is.

Now the enemies of God’s precious Cause who, as they themselves attest, have in the past
twenty-five years organized themselves to counteract the influence of the Faith, to vilify and
misrepresent its purpose and teachings, to inflame religious passions leading to the harassment and
intimidation of the believers, to sow seeds of doubt among the friends and sympathizers, have
infiltrated the ranks of officialdom, where, from this more advantageous position, they continue
to instigate the persecution of the Baha’is. The incidence of violation of the rights of the Baha'is
is thus becoming more frequent as is well evidenced by reports published in the press of Iran in
recent months. Examples abound. For instance, formerly when Baha’is were arrested they were
given an opportunity to defend themselves in some form of judicial proceedings held for the sake
of appearances. On one occasion part of the proceedings which resulted in the execution of seven
believers in Yazd, as late as September 1980, was televised. But recently the court proceedings, if
any, have been held in camera, and reports have even been received of the torture of Baha'is before
their execution. No longer are the relatives of imprisoned Bahd'is permitted to visit them, as they
were until recently; no longer are the condemned permitted to solace their families with letters of
farewell or the making of wills before their execution; and, more tragically, disturbed by the large
number of Bahi’is and sympathetic people of other religions who attended the funeral services of
the slain Baha’is, the authorities have now seized the Baha’i cemetery in Teheran and do not permit
burial there. Indeed, the families of those most recently martyred were not even notified of the
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secret execution of their loved ones, whose bodies, unceremoniously deposited in graves for
‘“infidels’’, were only fortuitously discovered.

Although the oppressors maintain that they are killing the Baha'is because they are guilty of
serving as political agents and spies, it has been ascertained that in almost every instance of
execution, the accused Baha’i was offered recantation as a means of release.

The inveterate enemies of the Faith imagine that their persecutions will disrupt the foundations
of the Faith and tarnish its glory. Alas! Alas for their ignorance and folly! These acts of oppres-
sion, far from weakening the resolve of the friends, have always served to inflame their zeal and
galvanize their beings. In the words of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, *. .. they thought that violence and inter-
ference would cause extinction and silence and lead to suppression and oblivion; whereas inter-
ference in matters of conscience causes stability and firmness and attracts the attention of men’s
sight and souls; which fact has received experimental proof many times and often.”

Every drop of blood shed by the valiant martyrs, every sigh heaved by the silent victims of
oppression, every supplication for divine assistance offered by the faithful, has released, and will
continue mysteriously to release, forces over which no antagonist of the Faith has any control, and
which, as marshalled by an All-Watchful Providence, have served to noise abroad the name and fame
of the Faith to the masses of humanity in all continents, millions of whom had previously been
totally ignorant of the existence of the Faith or had but a superficial, and oft-times erroneous,
understanding of its teachings and history.

The current persecution has resulted in bringing the name and character of our beloved Faith
to the attention of the world as never before in its history. As a direct result of the protests sent
by the world-wide community of the Most Great Name to the rulers in Iran, of the representations
made to the media when those protests were ignored, of direct approach by Baha’i institutions at
national and international level to governments, communities of nations, international agencies and
the United Nations itself, the Faith of Baha’u’llah has not only been given sympathetic attention
in the world’s councils, but also its merits and violated rights have been discussed and resolutions
of protest sent to the Iranian authorities by sovereign governments, singly and in unison. The
world’s leading newspapers, followed by the local press, have presented sympathetic accounts of
the Faith to millions of readers, while television and radio stations are increasingly making the
persecutions in Iran the subject of their programmes. Commercial publishing houses are beginning
to commission books about the Faith.

But in spite of this great wave of publicity now bringing the name of the Faith to the attention
of large masses of mankind, and in spite of the many representations made to the authorities in
Iran, the persecution of the Bahd’is there continues. The world stands helpless before the imper-
viousness of that country to outside opinion or criticism. In face of this tragic impasse we can only
redouble our efforts to teach the Cause, taking advantage of the increasing interest in the character
and principles of our beloved Faith created by the sufferings of the Persian community.

Indeed, this new wave of persecution sweeping the Cradle of the Faith may well be seen as
a blessing in disguise, a “providence’” whose *“‘calamity” is, as always, borne heroically by the
beloved Persian community. It may be regarded as the latest move in God’s Major Plan, another
trumpet blast to awaken the heedless from their slumber and a golden opportunity offered to the
Baha’is to demonstrate once again their unity and fellowship before the eyes of a declining and
skeptical world, to proclaim with full force the Message of Baha'u’llih to high and low alike, to
establish the reverence of our Faith for Islim and its Prophet, to assert the principles of non-
interference in political activities and obedience to government which stand at the very core of our

noS

© Afnan Library Trust 2018



Faith, and to provide comfort and solace to the breasts of the serene sufferers and steadfast heroes
in the forefront of a persecuted community. Our motto in these days of world-encircling gloom
should be the Words of God addressed to the Blessed Beauty Himself: “When the swords flash,

go forward! When the shafts fly, press onward!”

Future historians will have to assess the impact of this crisis on the onward march of a
triumphant Faith. A detailed list of the steps that have already been taken by the Bahd'is
of the world during the past three years is attached for the study of the friends.

4

Our fervent prayers are offered most ardently at the Holy Shrines for the blessings of
Baha’u’lldh to surround His lovers and loved ones in every land, and to assist and confirm them
as they face with certitude and confidence the challenges of the future.

With loving Baha’i greetings,

1z /Y
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BAHACANADA TOR. 9 MARCH 1982

ACCOUNTS HEROISM BELIEVERS CRADLE FAITH, FILL OUR HEARTS WITH FEELINGS OF
AWE, GRATITUDE, ADMIRATION. MOUNTING CRUELTIES OPPRESSORS MATCHED BY
HEIGHTENED ENDURANCE STEADFASTNESS STAUNCH SUPPORTERS GREATEST NAME.

SINCE LAST REPORT ON 11 JANUARY 1982 CROWN MARTYRDOM HAS ADORNED
TWO MORE LOVING SOULS, HUSAYN VAHDAT-I-HAQ OF TEHERAN AND [IBRAHIM
KHAYRKHAH OF BABUL SAR. THE FORMER, A HIGHLY QUALIFIED ELECTRONICS
ENGINEER, WAS EXECUTED ON 28 FEBRUARY. EVE OBSERVANCE DECLARATION BAB
ACCORDING LUNAR CALENDAR, AND MR. KHAYRKHAHJ, ACTIVE BELIEVER CASPIAN
AREA, TWO DAYS EARLIER. BOTH EXECUTED BURIED UNCEREMONIOUSLY WITHOUT
RELATIVES, FRIENDS BEING INFORMED.

CONFISCATION OF HOMES INNOCENT BAHAI WITHOUT PROVOCATION IS CONTINUING.
LOOTING AND AUCTIONING OF FURNISHINGS OF BAHAI HOME IN ARDIKAN NEAR YAZD
WAS PRELUDE TO SERIES SIMILAR RAIDS ON HOMES OTHER BAHAIS THAT TOWN. N
SHIRAZ 17 MORE HOMES EITHER CONFISCATED OR IN PROCESS CONFISCATION. 35
ADDITIONAL BANK ACCOUNTS OF BAHAIS IN SHIRAZ NOW FROZEN. SCORES OF
BAHAIS HAVE LOST THEIR JOBS OR BEEN DEPRIVED THEIR BUSINESS AND TRADE
LICENSES. ON ONE OCCASION A HIGH-RANKING AUTHORITY DECREED, IN REPLY TO
QUESTION FROM INSURANCE COMPANY, THAT A BAHAI WIDOW HAD NO RIGHT
COLLECT HALF HER HUSBAND'S PENSION DUE HER NOR RETAIN CUSTODY HER
CHILDREN. HISTORIC BAHAI SITES PROGESSIVELY BEING DEMOLISHED INCLUDING
HOUSE BABIYYIH IN MASHHAD.

IN FACE SUCH OPPRESSIVE MEASURES, THOUSANDS BAHAIS IRAN UNMINDFUL OF
POSSIBLE DIRE CONSEQUENCES, HAVE COURAGEOUSLY APPEALED BY LETTER OR
CABLE TO VARIOUS HIGH OFFICIALS AT NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS COMPLAINING
ABOUT BARBARIC ACTS, GROSS INJUSTICE, HAVE REVEALED THEIR NAMES AND
ADDRESSES HAVE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FEAR GOD WILL ULTIMATELY AWAKEN
BLOODTHIRSTY AND HATE-FILLED INDIVIDUALS TO DISGRACEFUL ABUSE THEIR
POWERS AND INDUCE THEM CEASE BEHAVIOUR ABHORRENT ALL CIVILIZED PEOPLE.

BAHAIS IRAN ARE GRATEFUL THEIR BRETHREN THROUGHOUT WORLD BECAUSE THEY
HAVE NOT ONLY SUCCESSFULLY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN NATIONAL AND INTERNA-
TIONAL FORUMS BUT ALSO HAVE PLEDGED REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS SERVE BAHA'-
U'LLAH IN NAME CO-WORKERS CRADLE FAITH, IN ORDER TO COUNTERACT EVIL
MACHINATIONS ENEMIES CAUSE DESIGNED ERADICATE FAITH INLAND ITS BIRTH.

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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BAHACANADA TOR

14 JANUARY 1982

MARTYRDOM SHIDRUKH AMIR-KIYA WIFE
MANUCHIHR BAQA, SIGNIFICANT. SHE AND
HUSBAND WERE HOSTS LOCAL ASSEMBLY
TEHERAN WHEN THEIR HOME RAIDED AND
BOTH WERE ARRESTED ALONG WITH 6
MEMBERS ASSEMBLY. AS IN OTHER CASES
PRESSURE WAS BROUGHT RECANT FAITH
SAVE LIVES. UNFORTUNATELY APPEARS
HUSBAND DID NOT STAND TEST AND AS
PUBLISHED NEWSPAPERS RENNOUNCED
FAITH AND WAS IMMEDIATELY RELEASED.
HE INCREASED PRESSURE HIS WIFE
SHIDRUKH BY PLEADING HER FOLLOW HIM.
SHE CHOSE CROWN MARTYRDOM RE.-
FUSED BETRAY HER FAITH AND JOINED
RANK IMMORTALS. HISTORY WILL EVER
EXTOL EXEMPLARY COURAGE RESOLUTE
FAITH. ONE WHO SACRIFICED HER LIFE
THRESHOLD HER BELOVED.

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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22 MARCH, 1982

CONGRATULATIONS PUBLICATION ANDALIB PERSIAN MAGA.-
ZINE CONVEY DEEP APPRECIATION THOSE RESPONSIBLE
PRODUCE SUCH TASTEFUL, TIMELY, DIGNIFIED PUBLICATION.

ASSURANCE PRAYERS.
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE

@ Afnan Library Trust 2018
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Protection

O Thou kind and [ouing Providence!

The cast is astiv and the weat suzgsl:/; EUER as
the etewnal billows of the sea. “The gsnt[;s
[reczes of holiness are JL/;-UAEJ am{, /:Lom the
Unseen g{ingdom, the nays of the Ol of
Thuth shine fo'ztﬁ m/zﬁsn.clsnt. The anthems
o/ divine unity are Esin.g chanted and £nsigns
of celestial m.iggt aw waving. TThe ange[ic
WVoice is raised and even as the woating of
the [zm’atgan., soundeth the call to u[/lsuneu
and evanescence.

TThe t'ulum./z/;a[’ ey (ya Baha'v'l-Abha
wesoundeth on eveny uids, and the call (ya.
oqfiyyu-[-oq['a u’n.getﬂ tﬁ.wugﬂout all regions
No stin is there in the world save that ofl:gz
g[omy of the One Ravisher of Hearts, and
no tumault is thene save the surging of Love of
a’ﬂm, the gncom/za'za[;[s, the well- Beloved.
The beloved of the L'o'u{, with thein musk-
scented 5uat£, burn like gug/it candles in
£veny c[im.s, and the fu’zmﬁ of the 04[[-
(/l/(suéfu[: EVER Qs unfo[c[ing f[oweu can be
founc{ in all negiona. Not foz a moment do
t/;sy neat; t/;sy breathe not but in nemem-
berance of t/z’s&, and crave not but to senve
Thy Cause.

On the meadows of tuth tﬁsg ate as sweet-
singing nigﬁtinga[sa, and in the f[owu. 3a'u:{zn.
of guiclancs t/z’ey ane even as ﬂugﬁt[‘y coloured
Llossoms. With mystic f[owsu tﬁzy adown

the walks of the ga.u{sn o/. c&sa[ity; as
swaying cypresses tgsy [ine the viverbanks of
the Divine Wl o4£ouz the hovizon o,[ gzén.g
tfz’::y shine as radiant stars; in the ﬁv.mamsn.t
of the world t/z’sy gﬂsam as uaﬁﬂ:m{snt onbs.
c/‘/(a.néﬁzstationa of celestial grace are th,sy,
and Jayspzings o/[ the [ngt of divine

assistance.
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gzant, O Thou fouin.g Lord, that all may
stand ﬁzm and stsacl/’ast, szing with ever-
[:;ating sp[sndot, s0 tﬂ.a.t, at every g'usat/;.,
gent[;s breezes may blow fwm the bowens o/
'jﬁy [owﬁng E[nc{n.sm, that fzom the ocean of
g/;.y grace a mist may rise, that the guzc{[y
showens o/ ggy fLove may bestow fmﬁrzm,
and the zep/;yz wa.ft ifs pa/ums fzom the nose
9aufm of divine unity.

(Voucll’ia/;s, O Best Beloved \of the (WO'L[J, a
ay /:Lom. ggy cg'p[:zndowc.

O Well- Beloved of ma.n.ﬁimf, shed upon us
the [ngt of g/;.y Countenance.

O Thou [oving [ou{, the movens of sedition

are in some regions astin and active, and [;y
nigﬁt and clay awe inf[ictbzg a guisvous wrong.
Even as wo[uss, tyrants are [jyin.g in walf, and
the wzongsd, innocent f[oc£ hath nceither Ks[p
non succour. Hounds are on the nail of the
9azz[[&4 of the fw[di of divine unity, and the
pgsaaant in the mountain o/ ﬁsauen.[y
guidance is /zuuusc{ [;y the navens of enuy.

O Thou divine @'Loua{zncs, preserve and
proteat us! © Thou Who are our fj'gw[c{,
save us and Jzﬁsnc{ us! .‘7( cep us beneath gfz’y
Shelter and gy gﬁy 0"/5[}1 saue us [1om dls.
Thou att, indssc{, the “Tue .(/D'LOfECtO’L, the
WUnseen guau{ian, the Celestial .(Puuwﬂ,
and the Glfeausn[y L‘ouin.g Loud.
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Splendour
Glory
Beauty
Grandeur
Light
Mercy
Words
Perfection
Names
Might

Will
Knowledge
Power
Speech
Questions
Honour
Sovereignty
Dominion

Loftiness
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Is there any remover of difficulties save God?

Say: Praised be God! He is God! All are His

servants, and all abide by His bidding!

© Afnan Library Trust 2018

The Bab

56 / O

Obedience

Passing

Pen

Primal Point
Prison

Proclamation
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Prophethood
Promised One

Promulgate
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Revelation

Glory
Beauty
Perfection
Grace
Justice
Majesty

Independence
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