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secret execution of their loved ones, whose bodies, unoeremoniously deposited in graves for
"infidels", were only fortuitously discovered.

Although the oppressors maintain that they are killing the Bahd'fs because they are guilty of
serving as political agents and spies, it has been ascertained that in almost every instan"e of
execution, the accused Bah6'f was offered recantation as a means of release.

The inveterate enemies of the Faith imagine that their persecutions will disrupt the foundations
of the Faith and tarnish its glory. Alas! Alas fortheir ignorance and folly! Ttrese acts of oppres-
sion, far from weakening the resolve of the friends, have always served to inflame their zeal and
galvanize their beings. In the words of 'Abdu't-Bahd, ". . . they thor.rght that violence and inter-
ference would cause extinction and silence and lead to suppression and oblivion; whereas inter-
ference in matters of cpnscience causes stability and firmness and attracts the attention of men's
sight and souls; which fact has received experimental proof many times and often."

Every drop of blood shed by the valiant martyrs, every sigh heaved by the silent victims of
oppression, every supplication for divine assistance offered by the faithful, has released, and will
continue mysteriously to release, forces over which no antagonist of the Faith has any control, and
which, as marshalled by an All-Watchful hovidence, have served to noise abroad the name and fame
of the Faith to the masses of humanity in all continents, millions of whom had previously been
totally ignorant of the existence of the Faith or had but a superficial, and oft-times erroneous,
understanding of its teachings and history.

The current persecution has resulted in bringing the name and character of our beloved Faith
to the attention of the world as never before in its history. As a direct result of the protests sent
by the world-wide community of the Most Great Name to the rulers in lran, of the representations
made to the media when those protests were igrored, of direct approach by Bah6'f institutions at
national and international level to govemments, communities of nations, international agencies and
the United Nations itself, the Faith of Bah6'u'll6h has not only been given sympatheti" attentiott
in the world's councils, but also its merits and violated rights have been discussed and resolutions
of protest sent to the lranian authorities by sovereign governments, singly and in unison. Ttre
world's leading newspapers, followed by the local press, have presented sympathetic accounts of
the Faith to millions of readers, while television and radio stations are increasingly making the
persecutions in Iran the subject of their programmes. Commercial publishing houses are beginning
to c'ommission books about the Faith.

But in spite of this great wave of publicity now bringing the name of the Faith to the attention
of large nrasses of mankind, and in spite of the many representations made to the authorities in
Iran, the persecution of the Bahd'fs there continues. The world stands helpless before the imper-
viousness of that country to outside opinion or criticism. In face of this tragic impasse we can only
redouble our efforts to teach the Cause, tdring advantage of the increasing interest in the draracter
and principles of our beloved Faith created by the sufferings of the Persian community.

lndeed, this new wave of persecution sweeping the Cradle of the Faith may well be seen as
a blessing in disguise, a "providence" whose "calamity" is, as always, borne heroically by the
beloved Persian community. It may be regarded as the latest rnove in C,od's Major Plan, another
trumpet blast to awaken the heedless from their slumber and a golden opportunity offered to the
Bah6'fs to demonstrate once again their unity and fellowship before the eyes of a declining and
skeptical world, to proclaim with fult force the Message of Bahd'u'llfi to high and low alike, to
establish the reverence of our Faith for Isl6m and its Prophet, to assert the principles of non-
interference in political activities and obedience to government which stand at the very core of our
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BAHACANADA TOR 9 MARCH 1982

ACCOUNTS HEROISM BELIEVERS CRADLE FAITH, FILL OOR HEARTS WITH FEELINGS OF
AWE, GRATITUDE, ADMIRATION. MOONTINC CRUELTIES OPPRESSORS MATCHED BY
HEIC HTENED EN DURANCE STEADFASTN ESS STAU NCH SUPPORTERS G REATEST NAME.

SINCE LAST REPORT ON 11 JANUARY 1982 CROWN MARTYRDOM HAS ADORNED
TWO MORE LOVING SOULS, HUSAYN VAHDAT-I.HAQ OF TEHERAN AND IBRAHIM
KHAYRKHAH OF BABU'L SAR. THE FORMER, A HIGHLY QUALIFIED ELECTRONICS
ENCINEER, WAS EXECUTED ON 28 FEBRUARY. EVE OBSERVANCE DECLARATION BAB
ACCORDINC LUNAR CALENDAR, AND MR. KHAYRKHAHJ, ACTIVE BELIEVER CASPIAN
AREA, TWO DAYS EARLIER. BOTH EXECUTED BURIED UNCEREMONIOUSLY WITHOUT
RELATIVES, FRIENDS BEING INFORMED.

CONFISCATION OF HOMES INNOCENT BAHAI WITHOUT PROVOCATION IS CONTINUING.
LOOTINC AND AUCTIONING OF FURNISHINCS OF BAHAI HOME IN ARDIKAN NEAR YAZD
WAS PRELUDE TO SERIES SIMILAR RAIDS ON HOMES OTHER BAHAIS THAT TOWN. IN
SHIRAZ 17 MORE HOMES EITHER CONFISCATED OR IN PROCESS CONFISCATION. 35
ADDITIONAL BANK ACCOUNTS OF BAHAIS IN SHIRAZ NOW FROZEN. SCORES OF
BAHAIS HAVE LOST THEIR JOBS OR BEEN DEPRIVED THEIR BUSINESS AND TRADE
LICENSES. ON ONE OCCASION A HICH.RANKING AUTHORITY DECREED, IN REPLY TO
QUESTION FROM INSURANCE COMPANY, THAT A BAHAI WIDOW HAD NO RICHT
COLLECT HALF HER HUSBAND'S PENSION DOE HER NOR RETAIN CUSTODY HER
CHILDREN. HISTORIC BAHAI SITES PROGESSIVELY BEINC DEMOLISHED INCLUDING
HOOSE BABIYYIH IN MASHHAD.

IN FACE SUCH OPPRESSIVE MEASURES, THOOSANDS BAHAIS IRAN ONMINDFUL OF
POSSIBLE DIRE CONSEQUENCES, HAVE COURAGEOUSLY APPEALED BY LETTER OR
CABLE TO VARIOUS HICH OFFICIALS AT NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEVELS COMPLAINING
ABOUT BARBARIC ACTS, CROSS INJUSTICE, HAVE REVEALED THEIR NAMES AND
ADDRESSES HAVE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FEAR COD WILL ULTIMATELY AWAKEN
BLOODTHIRSTY AND HATE.FILLED INDIVIDUALS TO DISCRACEFUL ABOSE THEIR
POWERS AND INDUCE THEM CEASE BEHAVIOUR ABHORRENT ALL CIVILIZED PEOPLE.

BAHAIS IRAN ARE CRATEFUL THEIR BRETHREN THROUGHOUT WORLD BECAUSE THEY
HAVE NOT ONLY SUCCESSFULLY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN NATIONAL AND INTERNA-
TIONAL FORUMS BOT ALSO HAVE PLEDCED REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS SERVE BAHA'.
U'LLAH IN NAME CO-WORKERS CRADLE FAITH, IN ORDER TO COONTERACT EVIL
MACHINATIONS ENEMIES CAUSE DESICNED ERADICATE FAITH IN LAND ITS BIRTH.

UNIVERSAL HOOSE OF JOSTICE
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22 MARCH, 1982

CONGRATULATIONS PUBLICATION ANDALIB PERSIAN MAGA.
ZINE CONVEY DEEP APPRECIATION THOSE RESPONSIBLE
PRODUCE SUCH TASTEFUL, TIMELY, DIGNIFIED PUBLICATION.
ASSURANCE PRAYERS.

ONIVERSAL HO(ISE OF JqSTICE

\1lf Ulrr
t lo t, -.,I.'.
, J),t6,b )€,vt

,ttt'
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