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have, in days past, enabled our beloved Cause to
weather the blackest storms in its history. Naught
else can to-day vitalise the manifold activities in which
unnumbered disciples of the Faith are engaged; naught
also can provide that driving force and sustaining power
that are both so essential to the success of vast and
enduring achievements. It is this spirit that above all
else we should sedulously guard, and strive with all
our might to fortify and exemplify in all our under-
takings. )
(From the Principles of Bahd't Administration)

Not by the force of numbers, not by the mere exposi-
tion of a set of new and noble principles, not by an
organised campaign of teaching—no matter how world-
wide and elaborate in its character-—not even by the
staunchness of our Faith or the exaltation of our en-
thusiasm, can we ultimately hope to vindicate in the
eyes of a critical and sceptical age the supreme claim of
the Abh4 Revelation. One thing and only one thing
will unfailingly and alone secure the undoubted tri-
umph of this sacred Cause, namely, the extent to which
our own inner life and private character mirror forth
in their manifold aspects the splendour of those eternal
principles proclaimed by Bah4'wll4h.

(From Bahd'i Administration)

PROGRESSIVE REVELATION
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. . the fundamental principle which constitutes
the bedrock of Bahd’{ belief, the principle that religious
truth is not absolute but relative, that Divine Revela-
tion is orderly, continuous and progressive, and not
spasmodic or final.’
(SHOGHI EFFENDI)

(1) The Pattern

Countless sermons have been preached comparing the
cycle of nature to the cycle of man’s life. The religious
life also has its cycle, and this, too, can be compared
to the cycle of nature. The natural world has evolved
according to a definite pattern and sequence of events.
Divine Revelation has evolved in a similar way.

(a) The Divine Pattern

Each religious dispensation can be likened to the
progress of the sun, which has a definite rising and
setting. The Manifestation always comes at a time of
spiritual darkness. At first He is ‘despised and rejected’,
but gradually the spiritual power of His life and teach-
ings inspire men anew; He is accepted and revered, and
a great civilisation follows. Gradually, His faith be-
comes devitalised, until the night of corruption sets in
once more. Then the time is ripe for the coming of
another Manifestation and the same process is repeated;
but each time man’s spiritual understanding has in-
creased, and a greater portion of truth can be revealed.
This has gone on from time immemorial and will go
on as long as the earth exists. “The Lord hath yet more
light and truth to break forth from His Word.’

12

(&) The Divine Sequence of Events

The gradual unfoldment of spiritual truth can be
likened to the development of the child into the man—
the same person at different stages of growth. The
child outgrows his clothes and needs bigger ones until
he reaches man’s estate. Similarly, religion has out-
grown a number of dresses; they all suited her at the
time, but they have to be discarded when she reaches
maturity. So far she has had nine—Sabean, Hindu,
Zorastrian, Buddhist, Jewish, Christian, Moslem,
Babi, and Baha’i.

(2) The Manifestation and His Message

The Manifestations of God are in essence one and
the same Being. They have appeared under different
names at different times and in different places. The
fact that they do not all manifest the same attributes
of God does not mean that they did not possess them,
or that one was better than another. Each manifested
only what would be understood by the people to whom
He was sent. Their message falls into three parts:

(@) The eternal truths of religion, which each one
reiterated in His turn, and which can be traced right
through, if you can strip the religions which bear
their names down to their original purity.

(8) Secondary teachings—laws and so on—suited
to the time and place and the spiritual capacity of
the people. These, each Manifestation alters when
He comes, and proclaims new ones designed to raise
men one stage further on their spiritual journey.

(¢) A prophecy concerning the coming of the
Kingdom of God, which will be inaugurated by a
great Spiritual Teacher Who will unite the world
and usher in the reign of peace.

(3) The Place of Bahd'i in the Pattern

We believe that Bahd’u’lldh is this Spiritual Teacher
and that Bahd’{ will unite the world. Bah4’u’ll4h
stands at an important point in history, because with
Him the Cycle of Prophecy has ended and the Cycle of
Fulfilment has begun. Man’s adolescent promise is
now to come to maturity. Bahd’u’lldh’s mission is to
unite the world. ‘Man must realise emotionally, as he
already does intellectually, the interdependence of all
people.”  Science has removed the physical barriers
dividing the different countries, so that it is now pos-
sible for the world to become one. To the Bah4’{ Faith
is given the far greater task of removing the barriers of
prejudice which divide men’s hearts, *. . . That all
nations should become one in faith and all men as
brothers.’
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NEWS FROM LOCAL ASSEMBLIES

BIRMINGHAM

We were happy to re-elect our Assembly at Ridvan
after a lapse of a year in 1957. We regret the loss of
two loved members, Audrie Rodgers (who has settled
as pioneer in Chester) and Parveneh Khalegeh. Our
love and good wishes go with them. Lamilh Mohtadi
has settled in Moseley, Birmingham, and hopes to hold
firesides for new enquirers. A new Teaching Com-
mittee has been elected, and we hope to put our plans
in action. The Youth Committee arranged a special
devotional programme for World Religion Day. This
was held at the Imperial Hotel and advertised as
‘World Religion Service’. A Bah&’{ quotation was
inserted in the newspaper. The meeting was well
attended and Robert Callaway from Bristol was guest
speaker. A fireside meeting has been held at the home
of one of our contacts at her request. Several of the
friends and contacts attended the opening of the
Assembly at Leicester and the week-end school, March
15th and 16th.

BLACKPOOL

Reports much activity at weekly firesides and many
visiting speakers. Adib Taharazedeh from Dublin
was greatly appreciated.  Madeline Hallaby from
Lytham held a film show in March, friends from Man-
chester brought films, and despite terrible weather we
had a good attendance. Louis Ross-Enfield addressed
a public meeting in May, giving an interesting talk
which delighted everyone present. Louis, and Lilo
Jessen, returned to meet the friends at Mansfield Road
for tea, where a lively discussion took place. Peter
Prior (St. Anne’s) returned home on leave and we held
a very pleasant evening with Peter showing us slides
of countries he has recently visited, including photo-
graphs of Bah#’is he met in Japan. We are happy to
report two declarations, Mrs. Frances Tuson, Thorn-
ton, and Mr. Alfred Tomlinson, Fleetwood, both un-
fortunately outside Blackpool. A carload of friends
went to Manchester in March to hear our two Hands
of the Cause, also four members attended Convention,
returning home full of new ideas and spiritually
refreshed.

BOURNEMOUTH

After a united effort by all the believers, the new
Bah4’{ Centre has been opened in Christchurch Road.
The friends who used to hold weekly meetings at the
Unity Centre in Bournemouth are grateful for the loan
of several articles of furniture from the Unity Group;
also for the gift of an Indian carpet by another friend.
Our three new and very active Bahd’is are a result of
the association at Unity Centre. Aileen Beale is at
present helping in Nottingham. The Youth here in
Bournemouth are very active.

BRIGHTON
The friends are somewhat scattered in this area but
manage to keep active. The following activities haye

been kept by the believers in Brighton, Hove and South-
wick. Public meetings have been held almost every
month at Cooks Hotel, Old Steine, Brighton, with
speakers from London and Reading. Firesides each
Tuesday, very well attended—in fact the room is
usually packed to the door. The Youth hold meetings
occasionally and a young people’s class is held every
Sunday at Southwick. Hove contributes by holding
firesides whenever possible. Cherry Viveash from
Chichester is a frequent visitor at Joe Lee’s shop in
Hove where she receives spiritual guidance plus some
advice from ‘Uncle Joe’. Prudence George from Ports-
mouth paid a visit to Hove and the Lees recently and
returned with the latest news.

ECCLES 3

On the first day of Ridvan, the Eccles Group, with
a membership of eleven souls, emerged from its cater-
pillar status into that of butterflies, from a hard-work-
ing and hard-praying Group into an Assembly, fully
fledged now and brand new wings spreading towards
greater aspirations, working constantly and praying
tervently for help from the Celestial Concourse to
make this new little landmark into a well-known Way-
farers’ Rest at this end of the British Isles. On the
12th day of Ridvdn this happy event was duly com-
memorated when, coupled with the opening of our
first Centre, a lovely dedication service was held in
the new premises in the presence of forty-four guests,
ten of whom were non-Bahd’fs, including the local
Unitarian Minister. Our new Centre, which is the
converted part of an outhouse standing in our own
grounds at that end of a garden where fairies are
supposed to reside, was filled to capacity with the
radiant faces of so many devoted friends, and our
pretty Centre, which to us is the most beautiful one
because it is our own, as well as presenting the fulfil-
ment of our past and present dreams, preened itself
in its new finery. Many greetings were received from
friends afar and some lovely gifts, tokens of loving
friendship. Ernest Gregory, as representative of the
N.S.A., was our guest of honour. After a very moving
dedication service, followed by several speakers, ail
friends assembled for refreshments, and thus this even-
ing ended on a note of soaring spirits and radiant
happiness. It was an evening long to be remembered
by all who were present. The Eccles Centre is now
open every Sunday, 8.0 p.m.; please drop in when you
are somewhere around Manchester, you are welcome
and be assured of a nice ‘cuppa’ apart from a spiritual
feed. The local newspaper accepted our press release
and printed the full account of the latest developments.

LONDON

One of the outstanding events was the successful
mecting in January of World Religion Day. It was a
new venture for the London Friends and we had diffi-
culty finding readers of the different denominations.
Our dear friend Donald Millar had to deputise for an
absent Hindu. Ian Semple’s father read beautifully



from the New Testament. The theme for the readings
was ‘The good life’. One other notable event was the
meeting of nine friends at the Guardian’s grave at the
exact time for the opening of the Kampala Conference.
Flowers were laid on the shrine by Hasan and prayers
were read. This had been requested by the organisers
of the Conference.

NORWICH

We in Norwich are fecling both sad and pleased, sad
because we have lost young Leonard Welson to Rom-
ford, Essex, but pleased because it means that Lenny
will now have a chance to use his wonderful teaching
talents in a new town. We look forward to seeing a
vigorous group of Bahd’is there in no time at all, and
if we know Lenny he will soon ferret out some
contacts.

NOTTINGHAM

Once again that valiant pioneer Aileen Beale is rein-
forcing the Assembly and finding old and new friends
who show response to the Faith. One of the young
men who was attracted and later reverted back to his
Athiest friends has now returned to the Bah4’i fold
more anxious to help in the teaching activity in the
square where the religious fervour is at its height and
Mrs. Beale attracts many youth. The Unity Group arc
always happy to meet visiting Bah4’ls, and show a
ready response through a common understanding cf
the principles of unity. There is a lively response in
the city, activity is the keynote. The friends hope to
have a visit from St. Barbe Baker in the near future
after his return from New Zealand.

PORTSMOUTH

Grateful to report a visit from our two Hands of the
Cause and hope for spiritual guidance as a result. Two
of the friends attended Convention. Two devoted
believers from the Sudan, Soheil and Mary, are spend-
ing a month in Farcham, Hants, and attended the
Feast of Light held in Cosham. We were grateful for
the opportunity to hear of the activities of the friends
in the Sudan. Mary, who is from Malta, has recently
accepted the Faith. These dear friends are going to
assist in teaching in Portsmouth during their stay by
visiting a music group where they attended during
their visit last year, and made a deep impression on the
members. Soheil has offered to speak at one of their
meetings on the works of an Eastern poet. He has
been interested in meeting a former contact who now
lives in Fareham. We ask prayers on behalf of Olive
Long, who is in constant pain. We report the death on
May 18th of Theo MacWilliams of Petersfield, Hant.
Theo, who first heard of the Faith in Bournemouth
through Grace Challis and was associated with the
Faith in Bournemouth with Dr. Esslemont, always
gave to any Bah&’ls visiting something of the beauty
of those early days.
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‘LOGICAL AND RATIONAL ARGUMENTS’

The following letter from the Assistant Secretary
of our beloved Guardian was sent to Mrs. Sara Kenny
on June 1st, 1957, and is published with her permission.

Dear Bah4’f Sister,

The beloved Guardian is watching very closely the
development of the Faith in France. It is most en-
couraging to see that French people are now entering
the Cause, as ultimately all responsibility for the con-
duct of the Faith in France will have to be in the hands
of the French people.

The Guardian has spoken often of the most effective
method of teaching the Faith, particularly in France.

When the Master returned from America in 1912,
he informed some of the Persian friends who were
visiting with him in Egypt that in Persia they should
no longer teach by the traditional proofs, but that they
should teach the universal principles of the Faith and
interest people in the Cause by logical and rational
arguments.

He wrote one or two Tablets to the Persian Bah4’is
in this connection.

The Guardian states that this is the method of teach-
ing in France at the present time. In other words, the
Bah#’fs must follow the example of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 in
the United States and teach the Faith to the students
on the basis of the universal principles of the Faith,
the logical and rational proofs of the Faith and specific-
ally the dynamic power of resurrection which comes
through the Divine Manifestation. This explanation
was given to you one evening at dinner.

The Guardian feels that this must be applied uni-
versally in Europe. A copy of this letter is being sent
to the European Teaching Committee so that they may,
if it is thought desirable, pass the advices on to the
friends in Europe.

Faithfully yours,

(signed) Leroy Toas

OBITUARY
GEORGE KING MARSHALL

Greatly missed by his friends, especially those in
Scotland, George Marshall passed on to the Abhd
Kingdom on March 30th. He had been in gradually
failing health for many months and had become very
limited in his activities. A void is left in the Glasgow
community which had benefited from his able, staunch
support for over seven years.

George became a Bah4’{ in 1947(?) in Birmingham.
where he had lived most of his life, and was the son
of John Marshall, one of the early British believers
who had the privilege of meeting ‘Adbu’l-Baha.

After pioneering for a short while to Belfast, where
he made many friends, George came to Glasgow in
1950, where he has played a very active part not only



in the local community but also in the Scottish Regional
Teaching Committee. Edinburgh, Motherwell and, to
some extent, Northern Ireland benefited from his sup-
port at public meetings, firesides, etc., and, at one time,
George pioneered to Edinburgh for a few months to
strengthen and maintain the Assembly there at a vital
period.

Those who have visited or pioneered to Glasgow
have many reasons to be especially grateful to him
for the homely welcome and hospitality extended to
them. Nothing was ever too much trouble and other
people’s comfort and happiness always came first.

He was so sad at leaving behind such a small com-
munity, but we feel all the work he has done and the
many unobtrusive acts of kindness that are now missed
so much in the community will mature and produce
results in their good time.

The Bahd’f funeral service and interment on April
2nd and a memorial service held on May 3rd were
attended by Bah#’is from Edinburgh, Motherwell and
Kilmarnock, as well as the Glasgow Bahd’is and
friends.

JOHN MUIRHEAD

‘The members of the Edinburgh community here
were sad at heart on the passing over of John Muir-

head on January 31st, aged 86; he had been ill for

some time. His request was that a Baha’i funeral ser-
vice be held, and this was duly carried out at his home
and at Liberton cemetery. John Muirhead was very
much loved by all of us; he came to the Faith at the
age of 79 and gave to it his best, conscientiously spread-

ing the teachings of Bah&’w’lldh in his own inimitable
way. We pray for his soul in the Abhd Kingdom.’

LILIAN STEVENS

Lilian Stevens, who was a member of the first Tor-
quay Spiritual Assembly, passed to the Abh4d Kingdom
on January 1st, 1958, after illness lasting several years.

There were no civic limits in those days, and some
members of that first: Assembly came from places as
far afield as Dartington and Ashburton. Lilian held
a fireside at her home every week for twelve months,
and in 1938 the Assembly was formed with the new
believers resulting from her teaching, together with
the friends from outside Torquay.

For a number of years Lilian was secretary of the
Local Assembly. She worked unsparingly and gave
generous hospitality to visiting friends.

The human personality has left us, but Lilian’s spirit
of service and devotion will remain with us, as an
inspiration and a pattern, She will for ever be part
of the history of the Faith in South-West England.

EXTRACT FROM
‘THE TABLET OF THE WORLD’ CONCERNING
THE HANDS OF THE CAUSE OF GOD

In the first paragraph two early believers are mentioned, who were two
of the four Hands of the Cause appointed by Bahd’u’llih during His lifetime.
The second paragraph constitutes a prayer of Bahd’u’lldh in their behalf.

2

‘Praise and glorification behoveth the manifest King who hath adorned the
Strong Prison with the presence of his holiness Ali-Kabli-Akbar and his holi-
ness Ameen, and ornamented it with the lights of assurance, steadfastness and
tranquillity. The Glory of God and the glory of all in the heaven and earth
be upon both of them !

Light and glory, greeting and praise be upon the Hands of His Cause,
through whom the light of long-suffering hath shone forth, and the declara-
tion of authority is proven of God, the powerful, the mighty, the independent;
and through whom the sea of bestowal hath moved, and the breeze of the
favour of God, the Lord of mankind, hath wafted. We beg of Him—Exalted
is He—to protect them through His hosts, to guard them by His dominion,
and to assist them by His power which hath conquered all things. The
dominion belongs to God, the Maker of Heaven, and the King of the King-
dom of Names!’
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£4.952

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

L s d.

EXPENDITURE

International Bah4’{ Fund L
Donations to Asian Bah4’i Fund
European Continental Fund
African Continental Fund
British Temple Fund

East and Central Africa

Land Endowment Fund

N.S.A. Expenses

Travelling Expenses 2572
Secretarial Expenses s 827
Cables and Telephone ... . e 90
Printing and Literature e ey 217
Journal 242

N.T.C.—Pioneers
Other Expendlture

Regional Committees ;
European and Asian Teaching Commlttee
Africa Committee
Other Committees
Convention
Bank Charges and Cheque Books
Audit and Legal Costs ... :
Sundries
Cables re Persian Persecution (Balance)
Loan Interest 3
Repayment of Loan (Pubhshmg Trust)
Contributions towards H.Q. Maintenance
Contributions to H.Q. Loan Sinking Fund
Savings Bonds—transfer to No. 2 Account
Expenses—Guardian’s Funeral and Grave
Fare—Representatlve—Kampala Conference
Depreciation—Fixtures
Balance being Excess of Income over

Expenditure
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IncoME

1957

800

2,507

Guardian’s Donation

Donations ...

Bequest—LEstate of late Dr. ]. Mltchell
Cash -
Investments

Loan—Baha{ Pubhshmg Trust

Part loan transferred to Publishing
Trust ...

Interest on above Bequest
Bequest—Estate of late Lilian Ste\ens
5 Interest on 39, Savings Bonds
10 Interest on Minas de Centillo Shares ...
Interest on 3749, War Stock ...
8 Rent of Land
Income Tax Repaid under Deeds of
Covenant
7 Interest—No. 1 Bank Dep051t Account
1,128 Balance being Excess of Expenditure
over Income

£4.952

ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 20th MARCH, 1958
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.. 1,120 0 O
...2062 15 7
..2,500 0 O
5,682 15 7
..1,000 0 O

4,082 15 7

83 6 8

300 0 0

710 8

216 4

15 0 0
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