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MESSAGE TO THE BAHA'IS OF EAST AND WEST. ISSUED BY THE HANDS AT 
Beloved Friends: 

Twenty-five of the twenty-seven Hands of the Cause 
of God have once again met in the blessed Mansion of 
Baha'u'llah, near the holiest spot on this planet, and 
prayerfully considered the grave problems now facing 
the Baha'i's of the world. Though no longer plunged 
in the agony of grief that afflicted our hearts last 
November, we are nevertheless profoundly concerned 
over the success of the tasks entrusted to the believers 
of the East and West by our beloved Guardian in the 
provisions of his mighty globe-encircling Crusade. 

With feelings of deepest gratitude we realise that 
Baha'u'llah has vouchsafed to us during this past year 
-dark and overshadowed though it was by the passing 
of our beloved Guardian-many evidences of His un­
failing grace and protection. The unity of the Cause 
of God has been maintained, .and out of the fire of 
this mighty test, the believers have emerged with 
chastened and consecrated hearts, matm:e in spirit, with 
a deeper sense of oneness than ever before, eager to 
assist in winning every goal set for them by their 
beloved Guardian. God has indeed opened the doors 
of His mercy to us. 

A befitting and magnificent monument to the be­
loved Guardian's precious memory has been raised up 
above the sacred earth in London which enshrines his 
blessed remains, a memorial to the erection of which 
the believers from every corner of the earth had the 
privilege of contributing. 

The five mighty conferences called by · Shoghi 
Effendi, and whose purposes he outlined in his mes­
sage marking the midway point of the Crusade, were 
held with outstanding success, almost five thousand 
believers being privileged to attend them. The roll­
call from among the followers of the black race iT) 
Africa and the brown race in the Pacific has more 
than doubled during the past year, a triumph which 
alone would have brought infinite joy to his blessed 
heart. Two of the three Mother Temples which he 
specified should be built will be completed well within 
two years of his passing. The funds for these Temples, 
and for the teaching work to which he attached such 
supreme importance, have poured in abundantly from 
ali parts of the world, a loving and loyal testimony to 
the determination of the Baha'i's everywhere to carry 
out his every wish. Spitsbergen, the last and one of 
the most difficult of all the virgin territories to be 
opened during the Crusade, received its first pioneer 
less than six months after he left this world. 

In spite of such heartening progress, we must face 
the fact that this year ahead may well prove to be the 
crucial turning-point of the entire Crusade, and UP') Jl 

which its completion critically hangs. Many of the 
rllGst important goals still remain to be achieved: 
work on the Mother Temple of Europe has not yet 
commenced, although it must rise in all its splendour 
to shed its spiritual blessings upon that continent 
before 1963. The Local Spiritual Assemblies still to 

be formed as part of the original plan n umber no less 
than 394. The number of National and Regional 
Assemblies which must be elected before the end of 
the Crusade, in the alarmingly short time of four and 
a half years, are no less than thirty-eight, four of which 
are to be formed -as planned by the beloved Guardi::m 
this coming RicJvan. 

We are now embarked upon the fourth and final 
phase of this historic Crusade. Our beloved Guardian's 
own words tell us that this phase must be characterised 
by 'a powerful impetus the world over to the vital 
process of individual conversion-the pre-eminent pur­
pose underlying the Plan in all of its ramifications' 
and 'must be immortalised on the one hand by an un­
precederlted increase in the number of the avowed 
supporters of the Faith in all continents of the globe, 
of every race, clime, creed and colour, and from every 
stratum of present-day society, coupled with a corres­
ponding increase in the number of Baha'i' centres'. 

The fateful years of the beloved Guardian's glorious 
Crusade are swiftly passing. 'How staggering,' he 
told us, 'is the responsibility that must weigh on the 
present generation.' His stirring appeal for an 'up ­
surge of enthusiasm and consecration, before which 
every single as well as collective exploit associated with 
any of the three previous phases (of the Crusade) will 
pale' is directed to every believer on the planet, but 
tspecially 'to their elected representatives, whether 
local, regional, or national, who, in their capacity as 
the custodians and members of nascent institutions of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah' must shoulder 't4e chief 
responsibility in laying an unassailable foundation for 
the Universal House of Justice which, as its title im­
plies, is to be the exponent and guardian of that Divine 
Justice which can alone insure the security of, and 
establish the reign of law and order in, a strangely 
disordered world'. This House of Justice, he tells u s, 
'posterity wiH regard as the last refuge of a tottering 
civilisation' . 

LIpo!) these National_and Regional Assemblies which 
we must now raise up has been conferred the sacred 
privilege of electing the members of this Universal 
H )use of Justice. The guidance of the Bab and 
Baha'u'llah will Bow into the World Order established 
in the Baha'i' Dispensation through this Supreme 
Body, whose infallibility is assured by the Pen of 
Baha'u'lhlh Himself. 'Abdu'l-Baha declared in His 
Will and Testament that the members of the Universal 
House of Justice must 'deliberate upon all problems 
which have Caused difference, questions that are ob­
scure and matters that are not expressly recorded in 
the Book. Whatsoever they decide has the same effect 

the Text itself .... That which this body, whether 
unanimously or by a majority doth carry, that is verily 
the Truth and the Purpose of God Himself'. Guided 
by the precious storehouse of sacred and inviolable 
texts given to us by Baha'u'llah and elaborated by 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, pouring our forces 
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r THE CONCLUSION OF THEiR SECOND HISTORIC MEETING IN THE HOLY LAND 
into the execution of the Divine Plan of the Master, 
now in the twenty-eighth year of its unfoldment within 
the successive Plans laid down by our beloved 
Guardian, supported by the unfailing aid of the 
Supreme Concourse promised in our writings, with 
our beloved Guardian's spirit watching over the work 
he so dearly loved and served so unsparingly for 
thirty-six years, we cannot fail. 

The Hands of the Faith, solem.nly mindful of the 
primary function conferred upon them in the \Vill and 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha to protect the Cause of 
G od and promulgate its Teachings, and deeply con­
sci::ms of their present great responsibility as Chief 
Stewards of Baha'u'llah's embryonic world common­
wealth , have already arranged for a n umber of the 
Hands toO travel extensively during the coming year 
in :) rder to carry the spirit of the beloved Guardian 
and the World Centre of our Faith toO the believers 
and their elected represen tati ves, particularly in those 
areas where so many of the future pillars of the Uni­
versal House of Justice must be erected, namely. 
Latin America and the goal-countries of Europe. 

The Hands of the Faith have also planned to give 
every aid within their power to the National Spiritual 
Assemblies in supporting and stimulating the work 
on the Home Fronts of such old and tried communi­
ties as those of Persia, the United States, Canada, 
I,ndia, Australia, Great Britain, and Germany. In re­
dedicating themselves to their share of the heavy 
burden now resting upon each and every bllower of 
Baha'u'llah, the Hands appeal to the National and 
Regional Assemblies to assist them in the mighty tasks 
that lie ahead through a' closer and swifter co-opera­
tion with the Hands serving at the World Centre, who 
of necessity are called upon to co-ordinate the inter­
national work so laboriously built up, at such a great 
cost to himself, by our most beloved Guardian. Prompt 
collsultation on teaching problems, reports . concerning 
the progress being made and the present status of the 
work undertaken by each National or Regional 
Assembly, as well as appeals for advice and aid, should 
pour continually into the Holy Land in order that 
good news may be shared for the encouragement of 
all and any crises which arise in the Baha'i world may 
be swiftlv dealt with, and not a moment of our in­
finitel y p~ecious time between now and the completion 
of the Crusade-just fifty-two short months awJ.y- -­
be lost. 

Baha'u'lMh, 'Abdu'l'-Baha, and the beloved 
Gua.:-dian have repeatedly warned us that the time is 
short, that these fast-fleeting hours in which we live 
will come to us no more, and we shall never again 
have a similar opportunity. The beloved Guardi .? n 
has in po uncertain terms stated that 'the pre-eminent 
task ... in this day' is 'a task ... so urgent' as to be 
'accorded priority over every other activity'. Let us 
each one take to heart his passionate appeal. 

'However ar duous the task; however formidable the 

exertions demanded of them; however affiictive the 
darts which their present enemies, as well as those 
whom Providence will through His mysterious dis­
pensation raise up from within or from without, may 
rain upon them; however grievous the ordeal of tem­
porary separation from the heart and nerve-centre of 
their Faith which future unforseeable disturbances 
may impose upon them, I adjure them by the precious 
blood that fl,owed in such great profusion, by the lives 
of the unnumbered saints and heroes who were im­
molated, by the supreme a.nd glorious sacrifice of the 
Prophet-Herald of our Faith, by the tribulations which 
its Founder Himself willingly underwent, so that His 
Cause might live, His Order might redeem a shattered 
world and its glory might suffuse the entire planet­
I adjure them ... to resolve never to flinch, never to 
hesitate, never to relax, until each and every objective 
... has been fully consummated.' 

Upon the immediate and continued response in each 
individual heart to this ringing call depends the victory 
of his precious and holy Crusade, the last world­
encompassing Plan which his divinely-guided pen be­
queathed to the believers. Never before in the history 
of the world have human beings been faced with such 
a staggering responsibility and such a blessed privilege. 
N ow more than ever before the heroic pioneers must 
cling courageously to their vital outposts; a swift 
stream of new pioneers must flow out spontaneously, 
without a moment's delay, to reinforce them; travel­
ling teachers must dedicate themselves to the work 
both in far-off lands and on the critical Home Fronts; 
ample resources must be poured forth with unpre­
cedented generosity from hearts consecrated to nothing 
less than an overwhelming victory on every front. The 
success·. of the Crusade depends upon the individual 
believer arising to teach. For, as the beloved Guardian 
himself has told us, 'The unseen legions, standing 
rank upon rank, and eager to pour forth from the 
Kingdom on high the full measure of their celestial 
strength on the individual participants of this incom­
parably glorious Crusade, are powerless unless and 
until each potential Crusader decides for himself, and 
perseveres in his determination to rush into the arena 
of sacrifice ready to sacrifice his all for the Cause he 
is called upon to champion.' 

'This challenge, so severe and insistent, and yet so 
glorious, faces no doubt primarily the individual be­
liever on whom, in the last resort, depends the fate of 
the entire community ... • He it is who acts as one of 
the multitude of bricks which support the structure 
and insure the stability of the administrative edifice 
now being raised in every part of the world. Without 
his support, at once whole-hearted, continuous and 
generous, every measure adopted, and every plan for­
mulated by the Body which acts as the national repre­
sentative of the community to which he belongs, is 
foredoomed to failure. The World Centre of the Faith 

[continued on page 8 
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.continued from page 3J 
LIVERPOOL 

We are seeing good results from past efforts and are 
busily planning for the future. Many visiting Baha'is 
have been of valuable assistance in our teaching efforts. 
Dr. Afnan from Ethiopia gave inspiring talks and 
showed some coloured films of his experience in that 
country. Madelaine Hellaby, Ernest Gregory (who also 
showed coloured slides), Louis Ross-Enfield, Lib 
Jesson, and our old friend Alfred Sugar from Man­
chester, also John Long, Leiecster, have all given us 
valuable help and impressed our contacts; we thank 
them all. Several of the Liverpool Baha'is have sup­
ported Chester and Southport. Our whole community 
attended the public meeting in Southport, which was 
followed up by two meetings,-Ernest Gregory once 
again bringing coloured slides. Margaret Shanks, who 
has been so long a faithful servant of Baha'u'lLlh, has 
been successful in attracting people through advertise­
ments. Margaret has been of great service to our com­
munity and is at present on the sick-list-may we ask 
your prayers on her behalf? Weare arranging an 'All 
Religions Day' for January; our speakers will include 
all eminent barrister, the Imam from Manchester, a 
well-known Liverpool clergyman, and two Baha'i 
speakers. We are praying for great results and send 
aU the friends our loving Baha'i greetings. 

NOTTINGHAM 

The world-wide nature of the Faith was clearly 
demonstrated at the recent week-end school held here. 
Baha' is from Persia, the West Indies, Italy, and Eng­
land came together to form a community of over thirty 
people, including some eight non-Baha'is. 

Following the opening devotional, we heard Chris­
tine Wade give a talk on the 'relationship of the Baha'i 
Faith to other religions'; this talk brought a number of 
very important questions. After a break for tea there 
was an 'any questions' session; this produced such 
questions as 'does the Baha'i Faith challenge national 
sovereignty? ' and 'does the Faith have an absolute 
moral standard?' The 'any questions' team was Chair­
man John Long, Christine Wade, Ian Sinclair, Robert 
Morrell, and Betty Reed. The evening session was 
taken up by John Long's talk (illustrated) on his visit 
to the Holy Land. 

Sunday opened with a talk, 'All Things Made New', 
given by John Ferraby; this was followed in the after­
noon by the last item of our school, a fine address from 
Mrs. Betty Reed on 'The Greatness of This Day'. 
When the school finished, those who had not to rush 
to catch trains went along to the Nottingham Baha'i 
Centre for tea, after which we celebrated the Birth of 
the rub. 

PORTSMOUTH 

There has been a definite surge of activity amongst 
the friends since our last report. Our greatest joy has 
been the acceptance of two new believers at our last 
I9-day Feast, Pearl Boyett and Alice Bryden, who 
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inspired us all by their enthusiasm and desire to learn 
. m ore about the Faith. We are hoping to use George 
Townshend's book, The Heart of the Gospel, as a 
study for the seeking Christians, and shall use it as the 
title for the next public meeting, as near Christmas as 
possible, in order to bring the true meaning of the holy 
celebration of the birth of Christ to the public. Many 
opportunities are opening up to contact new people 
through joining local organisations whose ideals are 
allied to Baha'i principles. A group of Baha'i youth 
from Reading and Bristol spent a pleasant social even­
ing with the Portsmouth Youth. Mr. and Mrs. Back­
well from Canterbury brought to us all an atmosphere 
of true Baha'i fellowship during their recent visit to 
Portsmouth. Marion Hofman paid us her fir st visit, 
and proved the spirit of service by acting as chauffeur 
so that those who were unable to attend (because of 
infirmity and dense fog) could enjoy a real Baha'i 
Love Feast. Love and unity was the theme and the 
outcome. We regret the loss of Salah Ali, who has 
returned to Baghdad, and wish him success in the 
future. Several of the Portsmouth friends attended 
the first public meeting held in Winchester on the 6th 
D ecember. 

TORQLJf Y 

A week-end school was held on 21St to 23rd Novem­
ber, 1958. On Friday evening, 21st November, Ernest 
Gregory gave us a talk at the Y.M.C.A. on 'Religion 
in an Atomic Age'. On Saturday afternoon and even­
ing, 22nd November, and on Sunday morning and 
afternoon, 23rd November, the subject was 'The Baha 'i 
Faith-What it is, How it works, and What it means 
to us ' . The sessions on these subjects were held at 
Saltram, Tor Hill Road. The speakers were Ernest 
Gregory, David Hofman, Marion Hofman, Valerie 
Morley and Betty Reed. All the meetings were well 
attended. 

A request from the Student Christian Mission at 
Exeter University has been received, asking for a 
speaker on the Baha'i Faith, as the students are study­
ing other faiths than their own. David Hofman will 
be the speaker tFiere on 19th January. Our prayers are 
offered for the success of the meeting. 

The wedding took place during the week-end school, 
Torquay, of Miss Greta Frener and Dr. John Fozdar. 
Many friends were present for the ceremony, some ()f 
whom came from Cardiff with the bride and bride-­
groom, and David and Marion Hofman. The visitors 
to the week-end school also attended the ceremony. 
David Hofman had selected the prayers and readings 
for the marriage, and read the Marriage Tablet. As 
many friends will know, Greta has been a part of the 
Baha'i community at Oxford, where she has been work­
ing as a nurse. John Fozdar, a Knight of Baha'u'llah 
and pioneer to Brunei, where he also practises as a 
doctor, has come to Cardiff Infirmary to obtain a 
further degree. When Dr. Fozdar's studies are com­
plete, he and his wife will return to Brunei. 

[continued on page 8 
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TO TREAD THE MYSTICAL PATH WITH 
PRACTICAL FEET 

Hand of the Cause, John Ferraby, wishes to share with the friends this extract from the Guardian 
concerning study and meditation. Dated 14.th June, 1942. 

'Regarding your question concerning a deep and profound study of the 
teachings, of course the Baha'Is can and should Inediate upon the significances 
of the Writings, and endeavour to grasp their meaning to the uttermost. There 
can be no possible objection to this. However, certain things are, by their very 
nature) a lllystery to us, at least in our present stage of development. One of 
these is what the Ilext world, the purely spiritual world, is like. 

To try and visualise that reabn in the terms of this physical one is absolutely 
impos~ible. 'Abdu'l-Baha has likened the relation of our souls in this world to 
oUf future life after death with the babe in its mother's womb. All the faculties 
the infant is developing are, in the womb, absolutely useless to it. However, 
when it is born, it suddenly discovers their use, uSeS its eyes, its ears, hands, 
lungs, etc., in its new environment. Nor could the baby have possibly visualised 
its life after birth, while still unborn. So we cannot possibly understand or 
visualise what the condition and state of the future, purely spiritual, world is. 
To say it has time, space, and so on, is to delineate it by terms applicable to 
this material world and alien to that spiritual one. 

The Guardian feels that, while there is no harm in speculation on these 
abstract matters, one should not attach too much importance to them. Science 
itself is far from having resolved the question of the nature of matter, and we 
cannot, in this physical world, grasp the spiritual one more than in a very 
fragmentary and inadequate manner. 

He would advise you to concentrate upon grasping to the full the tremend­
ous implications of Baha'u'llah's Inessage in regard to the life of men here in 
this world. Especially as humanity is becoming nlore and more bewildered 
and crying out for an understanding and a solution of its terrible problems­
problems to which we Baha'Is possess the key.' 

Be unrestrained as the wind while carrying the Mes­
sage of Him Who hath caused the dawn of Divine 
Guidance to break. Consider how the wind, faithful 
to that which God hath ordained, bloweth upon ail 
regions of the earth, be they inhabited or desolate. 
Neither the sight of desolation, nor the evidence o{ 
prosperity, can either pain or please it. It bloweth in 
all directions, as bidden by its Creator ... 

. Baha'u'ILih 

'And when he determineth to leave his home, for 
the sake of the Cause of his Lord, let him put his whole 
trust in God, as the best provision for his journey, and 
array himself with the robe of virtue. . . . If he be 
kindled with the fire of His love, if he forgoeth all 
created things, the words he uttereth shall set on fire 
them that hear him.' 

Baha'u'llah 
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The home of a Knight of Baha'u'lldh and pioneer 
of His Cause 
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continued from page 6] 
WINCHESTER 

Many Baha'is in the area of Winchester converged 
on this ancient city, and first capital of England, tor 
the first public meeting to introduce the Baha'i Faith. 
Our dearest pioneer, Miss Kilford, has been serving the 
Faith in Winchester for some years, and the first public 
meeting in this goal town upon which the Guardian 
placed such great importance, expressed in no small 
part our gratitude for the service ahd devotion of our 
pioneer. Owen Battrick from Reading gave a clear, 
inspired, and erudite introduction to the Faith, and 
there was an interesting session of questions and dis­
cussion afterwards. Some seven or eight enquirers were 
present, all sincere seekers, who obviously meant lJ 

follow up the offer made by Miss Kilford that she 
would welcome them for discussion on arty evening, or 
to borrow books from her personal library. For the 
Baha'is this was an historic occasion, another step to ­
wards the vision of 1963. 

co11tinued fro11't page 5] 

itself is paralysed if such a support on the part of 
the rank and file of the community is denied it. The 
Author of the Divine Plan Himself is impeded in His 
purpose if the proper instruments for the execution of 
His design are lacking.' The beloved Guardian ends 
with this stern warning: 'The sustaining strength of 
Baha'u'llah Himself, the Founder of the Faith, will 
be withheld from every and each individual who fail s 
in the long run to arise and play his part.' 

We feel confident that the friends in every corner 
of the Baha'i world, fully aware of the gravity of the 
crisis facing them, and unified as never before by the 
sacrifice of the life of our beloved Guardian, will arise 
a·; one soOul in m any boJies in a mighty forward surge 
to complete as an immortal monument to his memory 
the triumph of his holy Crusade. 

The Hands of the Faith eagerly and confidently 
~nticipate that upon the unassailable foundation oE 
this united victory brought about by the consecrated 
devotion of the fr iends, there will be raised up tht 
crowning glory of all, the Universal H ouse of Justice, 
and once again a precious source of divine infallibility 
will return to the earth with the establishment of that 
Supreme Body on the occasion of the Most Grea t 
Jubilee in 1963-the World Congress called by our 
beloved Guardian himself, a glorious and befittin g 
fulfilment of his life of complete sacrifice. 

Of this Most Great Jubilee, the Guardian h ~ls 
written: 'The Lord of Hosts, the King of Kings, ha-; 
pledged unfailing aid toO every crusader battling £0. 
His Cause. Invisible battalions are mustered, rank 
upon rank, ready to pour forth reinforcements fro n I 
on High .... Baha'u'llah's army of light is stand ing 
on the ~hreshold of the Holy Year. Let them, as th ey 
enter it, vow with one voice, one heart, one soul , never 
to turn back in the entire course of the fateful decad e 
ahead until each and every ~n e will have con tributed 
his share in laying on a world-wid e scale an unassait-

THE MOTHER TEMPLE OF AFRICA 

From m any parts of Kampala it 1S now poss1ble to 
see the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar rising on the crest of Kikaya 
Hill. The contract now being executed is for the main 
structure, and already the beams and arches are cast 
in place, the concrete-block wall immediately above 
them is built, the fi rst roof is almost complete and the 
wall between the two roofs has been started. It is 
estimated that this contract will be completed within 
four months, after which the dome will be constructed . 
It is hoOped so:)11 to be able to give a complete descrip ­
tion of the final appearance of the T emple. 

~i ble admin istra tive foun dation for Baha'u 'llah's Christ 
promised Kingcbm on e:1rth, swelling thereby the 
chorus of universal j ubilatiDn wherein earth and 
heaven will join, as proph esi~d by D aniel, echoed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha: "on that day will the faithful rejoice 
with exceeding gladness".' 

With grateful hearts fo r the love that h as bound us 
all S~ closely together, with undeviating confidence and 
hope, the Hands of the Faith invoke the divine 
promise of th e Revealer of our F aith: 'Unloose your 
tongues and proclaim unceasingly His Cause. This 
shall be better for you than all the treasures of the 
past and of the future, if ye be of them that compre­
hend this truth ... . I swear by Him \Vho is the Truth 1 

Ere long will God adorn the beginning of the Book of 
Existence with the n1.ention of His loved ones who 
have suffered tribulation in His path, and journeyed 
through the countries in His Name and for His praise. 
Whoso hath · attained their presence will glory in their 
meeting, and all that dwell in every land will be 
illumined by their memory .... Vie ye with each 
other in the service of God and of His Cause. This is 
indeed wh at profiteth you in this world, and in that 
which is to come.' 

H OLYWELL P RES S , ALF RED STREET, OXFORD 
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